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Alice Flowers Tarot Story 44:

King of Wands

Ali Noel Vyain


King of Wands

Alice shuffled the special deck and cut it. She drew the top card and blinked at the King of Wands. So, it was the last king. She left the tarot reading room just as Madeline was leading a client into the same room. Alice walked up the stairs listening to the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse.

All three had something to do and they just did it without being told what it was they needed to work on that day. Alice walked into her room and sat down at her desk. She quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She wrote down notes on the card of the day.

She didn’t stop until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice smiled and set down her pen on the desk. She stood up and left her room. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen when the music stopped. Eliot walked into the kitchen moments later. He set the table and stood by smiling at Alice.

She smiled back at him. Madeline focused on her cooking quite aware the two young elves were in the kitchen with her now.

Madeline didn’t turn her head. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “King of Wands.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is someone who is honest, true and unable to understand bad motives. It can be someone fatherly and kind, but quick to anger. They are educated and sympathetic. It can be a country person or bold leader. They have commitment, conscience, success, power, charm and courage.”

Madeline nodded. “And what is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is someone who is well intentioned, but severe. They can be idealistic to the point of blindness. They are prone to exaggeration and they are religious and intolerant. They can also be a person who thinks they are more attractive than perhaps they truly are.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice smiled and got drinks for everyone.

Eliot said, “I wonder what tomorrow’s card could be.”

Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down together and ate another delicious meal.

Eliot asked, “Alice, who is the King of Wands for you?”

Madeline rolled her eyes.

Alice answered, “Heath is the reversed King of Wands and you’re the upright King of Wands.”

Madeline sighed and continued eating.

Eliot asked, “Why do you think that?”

Alice answered, “Heath is idealistic to the point of blindness. He imagines who I could be and never sees me as I truly am. He also thinks he can force me to love him and be his devoted slave. He thinks he’s quite attractive and can have any woman he wants.” She paused to eat more food. “You are kind and honest. You are unable to understand bad motives. You can be bold and you are successful at what you do. You have an inner power that I can see. You also have a charm that I find hard to resist.”

Madeline smiled and remained quiet. She finished eating and left the room to deal with more clients. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed the dishes and cleaned the kitchen.

He said, “It’s good to know you think so highly of me.”

She smiled. “You think just as highly of me, so we’re even.”

“We’re healthy and balanced. That’s the best part.”

They embraced and kissed. Then they walked hand in hand to the greenhouse. They let go of each other. He pulled up orders on the big screen and turned on some music. Madeline came and went a few times to the greenhouse to take some crafted items for clients. Neither Alice nor Eliot minded Madeline doing that.

He set up boxes and printed out labels for the big orders. He attached the labels and put in his herbs in their respective boxes. He looked over the orders to see what she would need to complete them. He made notes and grabbed his tools in search of the specific plants.

She kept crafting her toiletry items. She didn’t worry that he wasn’t there when she had finished her part of the large orders. She finished packing up the items and sealed the boxes. The delivery person arrived moments later and happily accepted the boxes.

Then she checked over the smaller orders. Clients came and went and she tended to them. He came back and prepared the plants for their stock. When he finished each item, he labeled them and set them on the shelf where she would find them.

Before long they both finished the orders and their stock. They cleaned up the greenhouse together unaware of a wolf approaching when the neighborhood cats were somewhere else.

Alice and Eliot smiled at each other and danced close. The wolf shapeshifted into a human who opened the greenhouse and stepped inside.

He frowned at the couple. “Alice, you are so faithless. We have something good and you run off with someone else.”

Alice and Eliot stopped dancing and stared at Heath.

Heath went on. “Alice, you have to come with me. I know your mother is worried. I’ve met Adrian and we all agree you are better off with us.”

Alice let go of Eliot. “No, I’m better off here where I am. How dare you come back here to force me to leave with you.”

Heath stepped closer to her. Eliot frowned.

Heath said, “Alice, we belong together. Surely, you see that now.”

Eliot growled. Alice frowned. Heath reached out for Alice and Eliot jumped between them. Eliot stared the werewolf down.

Madeline awoke from a nightmare in which she saw Eliot and Heath fighting over Alice. Madeline sat up and blinked. Her tablet beeped at her. She checked it to see a message from the Guardians.

She stood up and looked out her window. She saw what was happening in the greenhouse. She looked back at her tablet and opened the message. She pressed the button and soon she saw both Felicia and Sam on her screen.

Madeline gasped. “My niece is under attack. Can you come now?”

Felicia answered, “We’re on our way to your location. Just be careful. Werewolves can be dangerous.”

Madeline said, “Yes, I know. This one has been arrested twice and has escaped both times.”

Sam said, “We’ve been reviewing his record. He’s unstable and can be unpredictable. He does have a bad reputation and people have died because of him.”

Madeline nodded. “That’s what the police told us too.”

Felicia said, “We’re landing close by. I don’t want to land in your garden. We’ll be there in a few minutes.”

Madeline said, “They’re in the greenhouse right now.”

Sam said, “That’s where we’ll meet you.”

They disconnected. Madeline ran down the stairs and out the front door. She stopped as she saw Heath, Eliot and Alice fighting. It made the elder elf sick to see the fighting. She couldn’t help the two younger elves she cared about at the moment. All she could do was to focus on her breathing.

Sam and Felicia arrived moments later. They approached Madeline to check her.

Madeline blinked. “Sam, are you human?”

He nodded.

Madeline continued, “And Felicia, you’re a fairy?”

Felicia nodded as she scanned the elder elf. “Okay, just stress. Just wait here. We’ll be back.”

Felicia and Sam walked over to the greenhouse and opened the door. Alice and Eliot saw them and stepped back. Heath growled and was about to shapeshift into a wolf. Sam drew a laser gun and fired at the wolf.

Heath couldn’t shapeshift. Instead, he collapsed on the floor. Sam and Felicia and took him out of the greenhouse and put small handcuffs on him that were hard to break. Felicia pulled out a needle and injected a fluid into the werewolf to keep him sedated. Then they locked him up on their spaceship.

They went back to check on the elves. Madeline stared. She was more relaxed now. Felicia scanned the elder elf again.

Felicia said, “Hmm, are you aware of—”

Madeline said, “Shh… I am aware, but don’t say it out loud.”

Felicia nodded. She and Sam went to check on Alice and Eliot. The young elves were holding on to each other. Felicia scanned them.

She said, “You two seem fine now. Just minor wounds.” She looked at the shelf. “You have what you need to take care of them. Do you need anything else from us?”

Alice blinked. “You don’t waste time when you get somewhere.”

Felicia smiled. “No, there was no point. We’ll take him and keep him away from you better than the police can.”

Sam said, “The police do what they can, but they aren’t fully equipped to deal with weres. It’s a shame when some are just dangerous. However, I hope you realize that not all of them are like he is.”

Alice said, “I’d hope not. We’d all be in far more trouble if they were.”

Sam nodded. “Even we Guardians are still learning about weres. Some have joined our ranks and have made some good contributions.”

Felicia blinked. “But we’re still not sure about vampires, although we have come across some who aren’t dangerous. They prefer to buy their blood instead of harming anyone.”

Eliot smiled. “So, perhaps there is some hope that vampires will become Guardians?”

Sam shrugged. “The decent vampires haven’t expressed any interest. So, it hasn’t come up yet.”

Alice asked, “What if some Guardians became vampires?”

Felicia said, “Then we hope their Guardian training would keep them from harming others and they can remain Guardians.”

Sam added, “They could teach us more about vampires in the process.”

Alice blinked. “I can see that.”
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