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An Easy Route to Peace

Why is our society always in a state of boil? A small perturbation can lead to a world war, which could exterminate the race itself. I think humans were always aware of this, since we always have a few who are strong advocates of peace, who keep prescribing various do’s and don’ts. In fact these restrictions yield nothing but making life a bit more uncomfortable.

Is there a better way?
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I think, since long, humans are aware of the tumultuous nature of their society and the impending danger arising out of it, which could result in extermination of the race itself. And every day we are waking up to it with increased tempo, if regular exhortations by almost all leaders of the society are anything to go by.

Our history, in fact is a chronological account of the damages we human race have inflicted on human race itself, and the collateral ruins, it caused. Arbitrary borders, and dividing mankind into different groups or subgroups that are mutually antagonistic, are only some of these. We are also constantly correcting, or otherwise altering, each of those, perhaps causing in the process, little more damage.

Our future could be facing the brunt of all this. As time go forward, more and more people are waking up to it as a real possibility. And to counter this, we always have many philosophers and other public figures who advocate the need to cultivate impeccable personal qualities, peace, and harmony, in a society. Such ones keep prescribing various do’s and don’ts in this regard, which effectively yield nothing but making life a bit more uncomfortable for all. And it hasn’t changed a bit, ever since.

Commotion keeps on occurring, at all times, and for various reasons. Our reaction also vary.

We overlook it, or see it as a celebration, whenever the reason is a dear one. Like winning a coveted trophy, or electing, one who champions what is close to us. We despise it, call it unruly behavior and urge strong action, when it is truly unworthy and dangerous, is a real one, and is directed specifically on us. Like a hijack. But we take a philosophic view, close our eyes, and talk of commotion as a universal part of life, in all other cases, whether the reason is a worthy one or not. Like disruption of a public service, closing traffic along a road for religious events or ceremonies, or organized elimination of those promoting a progressive view.

In fact, in all such instances as the ones enumerated above, we need to work with the same tempo, if commotion is to be brought to an end.

Or look for some activities or a way of conduct, that can make peace prevail. And then fashion our life and living around those.
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The Issues

I think we can make a fresh start with this question.

What can we do to make human societies peaceful, while not restricting people from progressing with their call? How to allow and encourage their natural propensities to bloom unhindered?

In fact humans are never at ease, as it has been since time immemorial. The unease may originate anywhere, like religion, love, or other matters like politics. Those specializing in each of such entities regularly come up with some remedy, which always fail. Rather than investigating into it, it seems humans have accepted that their society is a turbulent one. And for reassurance, they compare the same with the disorder existing among all the other forms of life, and find that we are better off. (Perhaps in the past, our forefathers looked for some reasons in this regard, and having failed to find any, they just labelled their society as naturally turbulent. And the generations that follow, continue to parrot the same!)

We are wrong here. There is a culprit, and I think it is human nature. I mean the nature, humans display, that is not there in any other form of life. Common sense tells me, it is correct to think so, human nature being the only common factor of all such particularities or priorities of life that labels the human society, as unfathomable or turbulent. See, disturbances could occur due to political, economic, religious, or some other reason, where each one is nothing but an element of human nature. And the fact that human nature essentially is a set of abstractions, and that each of those have the power to derail any steps for correction or moderation, makes it all the more difficult, if not impossible, to remedy this. The most potent one among all these, which can override any of the other ones, and which is also a global favourite, is nothing but ‘the ultimate aim of life’.

How are we dealing with this currently? We in fact are addressing each individual component of human nature carefully and making an elaborate system of justice that consist of rules, punishments, etc., to moderate or control as necessary. Thereafter, we need to make an assumption, like what we presently do. That such corrective steps on individual components shall result in making desired changes to one’s nature. If such changes do not appear, again, what we presently do is to label such individual as a misfit. (I think we also realize, this approach shall not be leading to a good society. For which, we have established a system of looking after such misfits with tender care! But it escapes me, why none of us have ever thought of suspecting the definition of human nature.) A better way is to manipulate directly, the parameter that encompasses all those components, namely, human nature. And it makes sense to do this.

For, when we issue lengthy, cumbersome advices to keep one odd facet of human nature in check, we are bound to face the brunt of the uproar and turbulence caused by other facets. Which, in addition to suppressing the potency of our control efforts, may give wrong feedback about the nature and extent of the uproar, eliciting disproportionate or misplaced corrective actions, to say the least. (Think of adverse reactions to a medicine. How it could be confused with the symptoms of interest, derailing diagnosis or treatment)

But, when we approach the issue of human nature holistically, one can expect comprehensive and steady progress in all aspects of whatever inappropriate conduct or social turmoil we may be reacting to.

However, owing to the style of living adopted by us so far, I think, the most potent component of human nature has become powerful enough to sustain its influence on its own merit. Hence, it will be more appropriate to address this particular issue, namely, the ultimate aim of life, as a separate one.

Thus, these are the two issues, this book will discuss. Human nature, especially why it is far different from the nature exhibited by any other form of life. And the leaning, humans show to invent at the earliest, an ultimate aim for life.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​​Chapter 2


[image: ]


What ails human nature?

Let me see how the real and abstract variables of life play out, while beginning with an examination of human nature.

What is human nature, but a set of basic assumptions, the humans have about themselves? And it seems, we all have reached a conclusion that these are of fundamental importance to our life. Is this a mature conclusion? What is its significance to the race as a whole? Have we examined such questions?

Clearly, in all other areas we dwell upon, like the living and non-living objects (except humans!), we apply every possible argument and reason, however far-fetched, to test conclusively, whatever assumptions we happen to make. Thereafter, we may incorporate those assumptions on a trial basis. If and only if no abnormality could be found during this time and proven beyond doubt, we accept such assumptions as a part of our life. But, when it comes to human nature, sadly, such prudence is not there at all. We merrily accept all the basic assumptions as proven facts.

I therefore think, here there is room for two questions. One, how come we landed up in such a state, as far as this question go? And two, how to extricate ourselves. That is, what should be human nature? Since the second question points to an urgent need, let me address it first, leaving the first one, which perhaps is more of academic importance.

While writing down my thoughts on a variety of topics that are intrinsically
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