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      Darcy can't wait to give his new bride a perfect first Christmas at Pemberley—but his in-laws have other ideas...

      

      Mr. and Mrs. Darcy have been looking forward to a magical Yuletide season together. But when the Bennets arrive unexpectedly early in the week before Christmas, the newlyweds' plans are turned upside-down...

      

      All Darcy wants is some time alone with his beautiful wife Elizabeth, so he can give her the romantic surprise he has planned. But he is all out of luck. In a house full of squabbling Bennet ladies and their lively husbands, his quest seems impossible.

      

      By the time Lady Catherine de Bourgh descends on Pemberley with her entourage, Darcy has all but given up hope of ever stealing private time with Elizabeth. What happens next shocks everyone!

      

      Will Mr. Darcy ever find a peaceful moment to give his beloved wife her gift?

      

      And might Mrs. Darcy finally have an opportunity to present her dear husband with a Christmas surprise of her own?

      

      Mr. Darcy's Christmas Wish is a joyful feelgood standalone Regency holiday story set after Our Dear Couple's wedding. It can be read on its own, or as a married life follow-up to either the Mr. Darcy In Love or Marrying Mr. Darcy novels.

      

      Happy holidays!
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      “And remember,” Darcy said in a low voice, “Do not breathe a word of any of this to Mrs. Darcy.”

      Lewis, the steward at Pemberley, bowed to his master. “Understood. I shall see to the arrangements at once, sir.”

      “Thank you, Lewis.”

      Darcy nodded his dismissal, and his trusted employee hurried away to begin his next task.

      The December morning was bright and crisp, with rays of sunshine illuminating the pale blue sky. Frost sparkled on the lawn outside the window.

      Mrs. Darcy sat by the fire sipping a cup of tea while Mackenzie, Pemberley’s resident border collie, lay fast asleep at her feet.

      Returning to this scene of domestic peace made Darcy feel very content.

      “Do you have any plans for today?” Mrs. Darcy asked her husband as he sat in an adjacent chair. “What a beautiful winter morning it is!”

      “I have a few business matters to attend to around the estate,” he said, deliberately vaguely. “One or two loose ends to tie up. That sort of thing.”

      He did not go into any further detail. The last thing he wanted was for Mrs. Darcy to find out about the Christmas gift he had planned for her. He needed to make one or two more adjustments before he could surprise her with it.

      And surprise her he would. Darcy had no intention of waiting until Christmas morning to present his wife with her gift. He had other, more easily-wrapped, trinkets in mind for her to open on the day. But this was something much more special, and he wanted to present it to her early.

      It was something he could not wrap, for one thing.

      The look on her face would be worth all the effort he had expended to prepare it and keep the secret. He was sure of that.

      “Oh! That reminds me,” Mrs. Darcy said, setting her cup down on the saucer beside her. “Today, I must discuss the Yuletide menus with Monsieur Quillon. He told me that he likes to be well-prepared. And he also says he will relish the job of impressing a house full of guests with his cookery next week.”

      “Good idea. It is always sensible to give a chef as much notice as possible for these things. What day did your family say they were arriving?”

      “Father’s letter said they intended to arrive on Tuesday, the twenty-second day of the month. So I have a little over a week to dress the house for Christmas, and prepare the final menus with Monsieur Quillon.”

      “Your first Christmas as the lady of the house,” Darcy mused. “I hope you will not find it overwhelming, my dear. Pemberley is a very large space to decorate, for one thing. I would not wish you to feel daunted by the scale of it.”

      “Daunted? Why, I am positively thrilled to have such scope!” Mrs. Darcy’s dark eyes shone with happiness. “I shall go out later and gather holly and mistletoe from the woodland areas on the estate. Then I shall discuss the hanging arrangements with the maids and footmen. We shall have a splendid time of it.”

      How effortlessly she had taken to her new role. Darcy’s heart swelled with joy to see her radiant face.

      “I rather think being mistress of Pemberley suits you,” he said, with a smile.

      “You are quite right, master of Pemberley,” she replied at once. “I love it here. It is the finest place on earth.”

      Mackenzie’s ear twitched in his sleep.

      “Yes, I would agree with that. It is remarkable how much I missed it while I was away.” Darcy surveyed the Derbyshire landscape out of the window. “There is nowhere quite like home, after all.”

      “It has rapidly begun to feel like my home, too. While I loved Hertfordshire and was always comfortable at Longbourn, I am never happier than when I am walking through the hills around Pemberley, feeling the wind on my face. And even the rain.”

      “It is even more pleasant on horseback,” he said, shooting a quick look in her direction.

      “I am sure it is. What a glorious view that must be. I look forward to riding here in the spring, if you would choose one of your more placid horses for me to take. Outdoor pursuits are quite the loveliest thing of all.”

      Darcy said no more on the subject of horses. He could not trust himself not to give the game away.

      “It will be very agreeable to have another week on our own as a household, too,” she went on. “I am afraid the Bennets will hit Pemberley like a whirlwind. My sisters are very lively. And though I do not yet know their husbands well, I feel sure at least two will prove to be equally vivacious. They would not have married Kitty and Lydia if they were not.”

      “Yes, I remember their vivaciousness at our wedding.” Darcy gave his wife a wry look. “Although I do know your elder sister’s husband very well, and I can confirm that he is a capital fellow indeed. We shall have no concerns where that couple is concerned.”

      “Indeed, no. Jane is such a sweet individual. To be frank, she is far quieter than I. She and her dear Mr. Bingley will be model houseguests, I have no doubt.”

      “We shall have everything ready for them.” Mr. Darcy took his wife’s hand and planted a kiss on it. “There is plenty of time. It will be a pleasure to host them for Yuletide, and we shall enjoy their company. They can all be as vivacious as they wish.”

      “You are very kind and generous.” She chuckled. “I know the prospect of my entire family landing at once might be somewhat discouraging. Especially since you did witness their conduct at our wedding, as you admit, and know only too well how conflict can arise from the simplest matters when it comes to my sisters.”

      “They are my family now too, remember? Do not worry. We shall all get along very well.” He squeezed her hand.

      “It is a great relief to know you feel that way, Mr. Darcy.”

      “Besides, you are not the only one with strong-willed relatives. My aunt Catherine wrote to say she intends to visit too, although she did not say exactly when. I suspect it will be early in the New Year. She will almost certainly prefer to remain at Rosings for the Yuletide season, and will probably only consider travelling once the festivities have ended.”

      “Well, we shall be ready for all of them, whenever they arrive.  The more, the merrier.” She took a sip of her tea. “Is Miss de Bourgh able to travel?”

      “Well, now. That is another unusual turn of events. Apparently my cousin Anne has gained a new vigour for life and would like to see more of England. I was most surprised to hear it, but glad too. It has been many years since my aunt and cousin were last at Pemberley, and I shall be glad to welcome them back.”

      “That will be lovely. Miss de Bourgh is a very amiable young lady, and I shall enjoy renewing our acquaintance.”

      Mrs. Darcy did not mention her feelings where Lady Catherine was concerned. Darcy guessed it was because his wife felt less enthusiastic about seeing that grand lady again. But he also knew Mrs. Darcy would never be anything less than welcoming to all of Mr. Darcy’s relatives. He could rely on her to be a superlative hostess. She proved herself to be an excellent wife, every single day, and Yuletide would be no exception.

      He stood and took her hand. “My dear, I must leave you for a while now to deal with estate business. Please enjoy your morning gathering holly and ivy. I look forward to reconvening with you later for dinner, and hearing all about your day.”

      Mackenzie sat up, his ears alert and ready for action. If his master was going outside, then he was too.

      Mrs. Darcy rose to embrace her husband. “Thank you. I shall enjoy it very much. Let us regale one another with tales of our day later, over dinner.”

      “A nice, quiet dinner just for the two of us. I cannot wait.”

      Even more than that, he could not wait to take her to see her special Christmas gift. He would do so tonight, after they had dined.

      Hugging his secret close to him, he kissed her tenderly, and left the room. The ever-faithful Mackenzie trotted after him at his heel.
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