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My eyes widen in shock and disbelief as I watch Mike, my supposedly devoted boyfriend, blatantly devour the other woman across the room with a look of primal hunger in his eyes. It's a look that I have unfortunately become all too familiar with, having witnessed it on numerous occasions before. But this time, it's different. This time, it’s personal – this time it’s in front of our friends and work colleagues at the party that is being thrown by our boss for clinching a huge new deal for the company that me and Mike both work for. Not only that, but the woman that my boyfriend is ravishing with his eyes is Janice from the finance department. 

I can feel every muscle in my body tense up as I stand in my party dress, my hands trembling with rage. How could he do this to me? To us? In front of everyone?

It's like I'm invisible to him, just a mere obstacle to be pushed aside while he indulges in his carnal desires with this co-worker of ours. His gaze is fixated on her, burning with an intensity that I've never seen directed towards me.

But what hurts even more than his blatant disregard for me is the fact that I am still rooted to the spot, unable to move or speak. My mind is screaming at me to run away, to flee from the painful truth right in front of me. But my feet are like lead, weighed down by the crushing weight of betrayal and heartache.

I can't help but feel like a forgotten memory as Mike loses himself in the beauty of this other woman. As if our relationship meant nothing to him, as if I was just a temporary substitute until someone more captivating came along.

Tears sting at the corners of my eyes as I continue to watch him, completely unaware of the turmoil raging inside of me. And in this moment, I know that things will never be the same between us again.

Time seems to stand still, the seconds stretching out like endless hours as my heart thunders in my ears. My breath catches in my throat, suffocating me with a mix of anxiety and heartache as I watch Mike. His gaze is fixed on Janice, his lust and desire towards her undeniable.

My emotions are a jumbled mess as I struggle to process what is happening before me. Anger, hurt, and betrayal swirl together inside me, creating an explosive mixture that threatens to burst free at any moment. Tears sting my eyes, but I refuse to let them fall. I can't let Mike see how much this is affecting me.

But then, something shifts. Mike's gaze suddenly breaks away from Janice and lands on me standing next to him. It's as if a spell has been broken and he finally sees me for the first time tonight. As our eyes lock, a wave of emotion crashes over me, threatening to drown me in its intensity.

I can't take it anymore. I’ve got to get away. Away from this place that holds so many painful memories now. Struggling to keep my composure, I make my way to the bathroom, not wanting Mike to see how upset I truly am. Hot tears stream down my face now, and my body trembles with emotion as the reality sets in that my boyfriend has been seriously flirting with another woman right in front of me.

As I make my way back to the crowded office party, I scan the faces of my co-workers, and my heart freezes in my chest at the sight of Mike. His arm is wrapped tightly around Janice’s waist, their bodies locked together in a passionate embrace.

I feel my legs start to buckle beneath me as I watch them, unable to tear my eyes away from this painful scene. Every ounce of me wants to turn and run, to escape this heart-wrenching moment, but my body feels heavy as if weighed down by lead.

With a final burst of effort, I manage to tear myself away from the sight and make a hasty retreat out of the building and into the cool night air. My heart is heavy with a sense of hopelessness as I realize that the man I love has moved on without me.

Desperate and alone in the dark streets, I trudge aimlessly in the direction of home. Each step feels like an eternity as my mind races with thoughts of betrayal and heartache. How could he move on so quickly? Did our love mean nothing to him? We were meant to be getting married! 

As I continue to tread the streets, my wandering mind is consumed by thoughts of Mike and Janice. It's a harsh reality that I must come to terms with - my relationship with Mike is beyond repair. He is nothing more than a conniving liar and unfaithful boyfriend, and it's time for me to let go and move on with my life. At only twenty-three years old, I have my entire future ahead of me.

Suddenly, the screeching sound of tires breaks through my thoughts. A car pulls up beside me, and my heart nearly jumps out of my chest when I see who the driver is - Brad, Mike's older brother. My pulse races as I gaze at him, secretly harboring a crush on him for months. His typically stoic demeanor is replaced by a genuine smile that warms me to my core.

I feel a mix of emotions wash over me - shock, excitement, hesitation. How could this be happening? Could it be fate bringing us together in this moment? But then again, he has always seemed distant and unapproachable. Yet here he is, smiling at me with such warmth and kindness.

“Why are you wandering out here alone?” Brad's words reverberate in the crisp night air, filled with genuine concern.

My cheeks flush with embarrassment as I struggle to find the right words. How can I tell him that his brother, Mike, has taken off with Janice from the finance department?

Sensing my discomfort, Brad says, “I can give you a ride home, if you like?”

I’m taken aback by his unexpected kindness. Brad has always been brooding and distant, never someone I thought would offer me a helping hand. Yet here he is, offering to drive me home. In this moment, the hardness in my heart towards him melts away and I find myself nodding eagerly. 

“Sure...thanks...that’s if it’s not a problem.” My voice trembles slightly as I speak. 

A warm smile spreads across Brad's face, highlighting his rugged features. “No problem. Get in.”

His simple act of kindness touches me more than he knows, and for the first time all night, I feel a sense of comfort and safety in his presence.
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