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Foreword—Daniel Holland, Lead 
Evangelist with T.F.M.

As disciples of Jesus, we live in the tension of an expansionist Kingdom that has come (at times violently Matthew 11v 12), is now here, and will fully manifest when its King, Jesus, returns. Ministering in the battleground between D-day and VE day is by no means easy, with relentless psychological warfare employed by the dominion of darkness.

Especially needed for this reason, Dennis’s second book blows away the fog of war, with a timely and clear reminder of how blessed we truly are. What a privilege it is to live in this day with the return of Jesus on the horizon and the harvest of souls so plentiful. We can breathe the fresh air of truth again.

Blessed is edifying, refreshing and convicting. I was reminded of just how blessed I am in Christ. Dennis celebrates this reality, but not just in the future sense (as is so often presented), it is for Now. The book helpfully reminds us also of how futile it is to attempt to live a blessed life in our own strength.


A supernatural manifestation cannot emanate from a natural source.


The book’s progression through the be-attitudes peels back the onion’s layers of discipleship. It strikes a lovely balance between God’s transformative work in us through His Spirit and our submission to, and cooperation with, Him.

Sometimes we feel overwhelmed by the need we see in ourselves, the church and the world. This book shows us the abundant spiritual supply so readily available to us and in us. In fact, ‘Blessed carefully reveals to us that our provision is actually a person—Jesus! Hallelujah!’

The second part of the book enlarges on our blessedness in Christ, stripping away more lies that so often attack our position in Christ. Much practical empowering is given to live out this high and blessed calling. If you are walking through a difficult season, feeling battered by spiritual attack, or experiencing spiritual dryness for any reason, this book will supercharge your faith and restore to you the joy of your salvation (Psalm 51v 12). It is after all in being blessed that we become a blessing (Gen 12v 1-3).

I heartily recommend this book to you, confident that it will impart joy, hope and of course, blessing! Be blessed, as you read.

(www.throughfaithmissions.org)


Introduction (1)

Introduction (1)

BLESSED…(Greek: Μακάριοι—Makarioi)

are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven

are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted

are the meek, for they shall inherit the Earth

are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled

are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy

are the pure in heart, for they shall see God

are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God

are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.


(Matthew 5:1-10)


(Strong’s Greek 3107): Happy, blessed, to be envied. A prolonged form of the poetical makar; supremely blessed; by extension, fortunate, well off.

What a privilege, what a glorious product of God’s grace, it is to be blessed. To be favoured by Him. To be enriched, fortunate, delighted, privileged, select, happy, content, joyful, joyous, blissful, glad and enviable. Yes, even to be congratulated!

That is the true breadth of meaning of the words translated blessed. It is the position every Christian occupies on being called out of darkness into His wonderful light. The more we appreciate our standing in Him, the more we rejoice in Him. The more we begin to understand all that His grace has wrought for us, the more this realisation genuinely humbles us.

The questions to ask ourselves are, How much do we understand this privilege? Do we fully appreciate it? How much does our knowledge of who we are gain expression in what we do? Are we progressively living an abundant life of awesome potential that we have been born again into? Are we continually moving forward through the process of sanctification that is God’s purpose for us individually and collectively—for His glory?

The essence of my chosen subject matter is our new identity in Christ. A growing appreciation of who we are now, achieved by His grace and our cooperation with Him. We Christians have an awesome position, in Jesus, that seems almost too good to be true.

In fact, it is only in the more recent of my 50-plus years of knowing Him as my Lord and Saviour that my eyes have been increasingly opened to realise just how blessed I am. And this is through no merit of my own.

The more limited my understanding of my identity in Christ, the more limited my capacity to live out all that Jesus, the Son of Man and the Son of God, has graciously invested in me through His incarnation, death, resurrection, ascension and outpouring of His Spirit.

My ever-grateful awareness that my sins are forgiven has been there from the beginning, from when I was born again (in May 1971). I know that this rich blessing opened the way for a precious relationship with God, the Three in One, to be experienced forever.

What I did not adequately appreciate, for too long a time, was that this restored relationship was the Father’s primary purpose in sending His Son. That the forgiveness of sins is a glorious means to that end, not simply an end in itself. I say this because, in some church circles, forgiveness of sins seems to be seen as the (only) goal of the Christian life, rather than the starting point.

Which means that the rest of this life is spent twiddling our thumbs in Heaven’s waiting room! Heaven is our final destination, but Kingdom of Heaven life begins here on Earth.

This apparent disparity serves as an illustration of the difference there can be between our position in Christ and our daily experience of living out of that glorious position. It can be so easy to be a hearer of the word but not also a doer of it (James 1:22). Especially if what we hear comes through leaders with an apparently restricted appreciation and experience of doing that consequently has a limiting influence on what they teach and preach.

So, in Part One, I am going to look closely at the Beatitudes of Matthew 5, the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew’s Gospel conveys to us the truth, the reality of God’s heavenly domain invading Earth and its potential impact on human lives.

He refers to the Kingdom almost 40 times and to the Kingship of Jesus Christ some 14 times. However, this Kingdom is not the one that the Jews expected and, sadly, not always the reality that we, His Christian followers, have fully embraced.

The Beatitudes describe very important characteristics of the true Christian position, an essential prerequisite to Christian experience. For me, they are the attitudes of the Christian being (the be-attitudes), intended by the Father to be the foundation for Christian doing.

In Part Two, I will be focussing more on the doing side of being Christian, the empowering for service. This is ours, by grace, because of who we are in Christ.

To be, we must be born again (John 3:3). It is possible to do Kingdom works (Ephesians 2:10) effectively only in cooperation with Holy Spirit (John 15:5).

As you journey with me through the following pages, I hope to convey to you accurately my own understanding and appreciation of being truly blessed. I don’t claim to be doing this as an expert but as a fellow disciple. Still learning, still discovering, still finding new layers of revelatory and experiential onion to be peeled back, so as to go ever deeper into all He has prepared for me to be and to do.

This is the journey of a lifetime that will last my whole lifetime. I will continually look forward to discovering more of Christ in me, the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27) as I press on towards the goal (Philippians 3:14). I invite you to join me, praying that you will go even further than I will manage to do in the remaining time He has reserved for me on Earth.



To be or not to be? That is the question.(William Shakespeare)


Bibliography for Part One

‘Studies in the Sermon on the Mount’—D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

(Inter-Varsity Press & Wm B Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1959-60)

‘The Plain Man Looks at the Beatitudes’—William Barclay

(Fontana Books, 1963)

‘The Sermon on the Mount’—R. T. Kendall(Monarch Books, 2013)
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1 
Blessed Are…

Enabled to Be

For most people the Sermon on the Mount is the essence of the Christian faith and life, and equally for most people, the Beatitudes are the essence of the Sermon on the Mount. It is therefore not too much to say that the Beatitudes are the essence of the essence of the Christian way of life.


(William Barclay)


It has also been said that the Beatitudes are the text for Jesus’ sermon on the Mount. And that the remainder of Matthew 5, plus chapters 6 and 7, contain the application of that text. This sermon shows us how the Christian life is meant to be lived. It is only possible to do that with the empowering of Holy Spirit. He is the One who enables us to be all that God intends us to be; and to do all that God has planned (in advance) for us to do (Ephesians 2:10).

It sets out what is required of us, going deeper than the requirements of the Old Testament Law of Moses. It points us to the only source of power by which we are enabled to meet these more demanding requirements. In effect, Jesus is teaching how it is possible to keep or, more accurately, to fulfil the Law.

He had demonstrated this by His own Life here on Earth. He is not emphasising an outward duty but an inward transformation, or transfiguration. Life in the spirit is made possible by His grace alone. He calls, equips, and enables us.


For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.


(Romans 8:3-4)


As Christians, we understand that we are not under law but under grace (Romans 6:14). But, as I have already said, I believe that God enables us to fulfil the Law, just as Jesus did, by the working of His Spirit within us. The Sermon on the Mount is not meant to be a code of ethics, rules, or morals (as it can sometimes be presented).

It is a description of the lifestyle standards that Christian character, or characteristics, in action, are capable of. All made possible by the gracious gift of His divine power at work within us (2 Peter 1:3).

As Doctor Martyn Loyd-Jones wrote, “The Christian view of the Law is one that is concerned about the spirit and is interested in the details only as they are an expression of the spirit.”

It is important to appreciate that Jesus is describing here what is possible for every single Christian. It is not reserved for an elite few, those in responsible positions of leadership. It is not a case of, living like this to become a Christian but you can live like this because you are a Christian (Loyd-Jones again).

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.


(Titus 2:11-14)


I agree with the view that the Beatitudes are the firm foundation of the Sermon on the Mount. They are essential to every illustration or application that follows from them. We must be the blessed ones to do what is expected of us by the power that works in us (Ephesians 3:20). This is not a gospel of works but a radical inward transformation being given outward expression through our spirit-prompted actions.

Therefore, before we look at the features of individual Beatitudes, we would do well to consider a general overview of them all. Whether we believe that there are seven, eight or nine in total, I think it is important to look at them first as a whole. Even so, each one is inseparable from the others. For my purposes, I am going to settle for eight, enabling us to begin and end with, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.

This is because I believe the Kingdom of Heaven is central to the Beatitudes and what follows in the Sermon on the Mount. It is fundamental to the whole matter of being blessed. Of being both enabled to be and equipped to do. All Christians, whether we are currently living or asleep (1 Corinthians 15:20), are citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven. We are born again into it. We are called and equipped to serve in it, on Earth, as sons and daughters of the King. It is our ultimate destiny to meet Him face to face in Heaven, but after we have fulfilled His purpose for us here on Earth.

The bliss of the blessed ones is nothing less than eternal life, a sharing in the Life of God (2 Peter 1:4). This is independent of our outward circumstances, the chances, and changes of natural life. In the Kingdom of God, we invariably find that perceptions of the world are turned upside down.

No worldview could ever understand how the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the hungry and thirsty or the persecuted could possibly be blessed. Let alone to be congratulated!

Therefore, the first hearers of these words of Jesus would have been shocked and amazed as they gathered around Him. They were hearing what amounts to His ministry manifesto. The natural man would conclude that the Beatitudes are very confusing, expecting to find blessings in all the wrong places.

But the born-again, supernaturally blessed ones find that, both in fact and experience, they hit the spot perfectly. Who could expect anything less from the plans and purposes of God?

I have already shared a detailed definition of what it means to be blessed. We could also say that to be blessed is to be anointed by Holy Spirit, as unimpeded carriers of His Presence. Provided, of course, we neither quench (1 Thessalonians 5:19) nor grieve (Ephesians 4:30) Him.

This is the only way by which it is possible to be enabled both to inwardly possess and outwardly express all the characteristics described in the Beatitudes. And indeed, in the whole Sermon on the Mount. This is the type of person who is truly happy and to be congratulated, in God’s Kingdom on Earth.

William Barclay points out that there is no verb (are) in the original Greek text. He contends that the Beatitudes are not statements, as we would tend to see them in English, but exclamations!

Rather than saying, “Blessed are—”, he says Jesus is exclaiming, “O, the bliss of…!”

This means that they are not statements containing prophetic promises of a future blessed state. They are present gifts available to Christians here and now. This view is consistent with the, now and not yet teaching about the Kingdom of God, conveying both present and future realities.

As already mentioned, the lifestyle characteristics shown in the Beatitudes are impossible for the natural man to attain. Certainly, on a consistent 24/7 basis. But the impossible is always possible with God the Holy Spirit resident and free to be active within and through us. We should never underestimate what is achievable through His Holy Presence. The blessed ones have recognised their deepest needs and discovered how, and in whom, those needs can, and will, be met.

The blessed ones have entered the blessed, blissful discovery of:


	their own natural poverty.


	a sorrowful awareness of the sinful state in which they had lived; and


	a hunger and thirst for a righteousness unattainable by self-effort.




They have found it in the Christian life. In the One who, during His time ministering on Earth, exemplified this blessed Life through mercy, meekness, purity of heart and peace-making. They have discovered that there is no better way than to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. To embark on an amazing adventure, by the grace of God and in the power of Holy Spirit within them.

They now possess the type of character that can express, as fruit (Galatians 5:22), the conduct that is exemplified in the remainder of the Sermon on the Mount. That explains why these qualities are highlighted at the beginning of the sermon. As I pointed out earlier, the general comes before the particular. The horse always precedes the cart.

It is not wise to home in on any specific injunction from the remainder of the sermon without first considering the Beatitudes. Everything derives from those 10 verses. All of us Christians are meant to give expression to all of these characteristics. They are not intended to be isolated expressions either but to be unified in every single believer.

Again, none of these qualities can be identified as natural tendencies. Each one is dependent upon grace alone. They are impossible to produce without full cooperation with Holy Spirit activity from within us. They are neither products of our birth, nor nature, nor temperament. Even though this may appear to be so with some people—at least some of the time. A supernatural manifestation cannot emanate from a natural source.

The born-again Christian life is distinguishable from the natural, Adamic, life. So, the essential identity and conduct of the Christian are distinguishable from that of the non-Christian. Even if aspects of the outward appearance can sometimes be similar. A church that is distinctly different from the world is more likely to prove attractive to the world than one which employs outreach programmes and initiatives which blur the lines in an attempt to widen the appeal of the gospel. The potential drawbacks of the seeker-friendly concept are a watered-down gospel and a presentation of religious entertainment.

The Lord’s intention is that the process called sanctification will make us more like Jesus. He, who attracted sinners to Himself precisely because He was so different from the religious authority figures of the time. Religiosity and compromise are no substitutes for authentic Christian spirituality. Can we expect this to attract the lost and make disciples of them (Matthew 28:19-20)?

Yes, the blessed ones, the happy ones, the ones to be congratulated are those who are born again, empowered by Holy Spirit, seeking to hear from Him and then to be obedient to what He says. This is the potent combination of words and actions, hearing and doing.







2
Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit, for Theirs is
 the Kingdom of Heaven

Blessed are the poor in spirit


For thus says the High and Lofty One

Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy:

I dwell in the high and holy place,

With him who has a contrite and humble spirit,

To revive the spirit of the humble,

and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.


(Isaiah 57:15)


I believe it is important to begin by pointing out that those who are poor in spirit should not be confused with those who are poor in terms of financial means or what could be termed their social status. I suggest it is possible for a rich man to be poor in spirit and for a poor man not to be.

The same Greek word for poor (ptóchos) is also used in Luke 6:20 and, according to Strong 4434, it describes one who crouches and cowers; hence beggarly, poor and it can be used in relation to the poor, destitute, spiritually poor, either in a good sense (humble, devout persons) or bad.

Therefore, in Luke’s Gospel, it is possible to interpret the poor in both a spiritual and a natural context. However, there can be no confusion about Matthew’s meaning because he refers specifically to the poor in spirit. Then he goes on to describe them as blessed ones (a term I will be using a lot).

Blessed, in this context, is not a description one would apply automatically to a person who is poor in financial and/or social terms. I am taking the liberty of labouring the point a bit simply in order to make the distinction very clear. The description applied to the blessed ones by Matthew refers to their spiritual position, a position attained by the grace of God alone.

For the sake of clarity, I suppose it should also be noted that being poor in spirit has nothing to do with what is known as the poverty spirit. I do not want to dwell on this, as it is not my subject, but Stephen de Silva has taught that the fingerprints of a poverty spirit are a) things are always going to fail; b) I won’t be enough; c) I’m not smart enough; d) I am not handsome enough or beautiful enough. This describes low self-esteem.

There is no indication of any spiritual quality derived from the Kingdom of Heaven. Indeed, the natural processes which produce such thoughts can be hijacked by the enemy and become a (negative) spiritual stronghold in a person’s life. This will hold them back from the purposes of God.

Being poor in spirit is the quality brought to our attention in the first Beatitude, the first of the being-attitudes. Simply because this is where each one of us must begin. The other Beatitudes are progressions from, or additions of equal merit to, first becoming poor in spirit and thereby gaining admission to the Kingdom of Heaven. There is no one in the Kingdom of Heaven who was not, is not, or is not wanting to remain, poor in spirit.

It is not possible to mourn, to be meek, to hunger and thirst for righteousness, to be merciful, to be pure in heart, to be a peacemaker, and certainly not to be persecuted for righteousness’s sake, authentically, unless one is first, and seeking to continue to be, poor in spirit. Each of these characteristics is a product of the grace of God at work in our lives. None of them are qualities we acquire by natural means, by our own efforts.

Being poor in spirit indicates an emptying. The necessary precursor to the fullness becomes apparent as the other blessed characteristics begin to be manifested. If we are to be filled then, first, we need to be emptied. Emptied of self-reliance or dependence upon our own effort and attainment to gain admittance to the Kingdom of Heaven. We need to come into a healthy brokenness as R. T. Kendall describes it. The only effective remedy for such brokenness is God’s gracious mercy.

When we reach this point, when we are humble and totally dependent upon God for everything, we have reached the stage at which God can reach us. He would have already been reaching out to us to bring us to this crucial turning point, of course. Probably without us necessarily being aware of it. We can begin with Him only when we have reached the end of ourselves. When we acknowledge our state of spiritual bankruptcy.

There was a time when there was a widely held view that all that was necessary to change the world for good was for people to live by the standards set out in the Sermon on the Mount. However, the problem was that they expected these standards to be attained by human desire and effort, or works. This ignores the inescapable fact that such perfect standards are beyond each one of us.


You say, I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.


(Revelation 3:17)


Fundamental to the doctrine of justification by faith is the fact that conviction must precede conversion. This conviction is brought about by the work of Holy Spirit upon us. Just as our conversion, being born again, is the work of Holy Spirit—with our cooperation. In the same way, being poor in spirit precedes the other qualities of the blessed ones. They all develop from this first one.

Self-confidence, self-assurance, self-reliance, self-righteousness, indeed self-anything, are the antithesis of being poor in spirit, which is a healthy form of humility. Of course, there is such a thing as false humility, as typified by Dicken’s character, Uriah Heep.

He was proud of his humility, which was only an affectation anyway. Being poor in spirit should not be confused with that! No, true humility is a biblical virtue, and humility always comes before honour in the Kingdom.


Therefore, humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time.

(1 Peter 5:6)


When an honest person comes face to face with a Holy God, how can such a confrontation fail to produce a healthy kind of poverty of spirit? We are not born with that quality. We could, though, be born with a weak character, diffidence, nervousness and lacking in courage. Such characteristics could give the appearance of being poor in spirit but they are not the genuine article.

Being poor in spirit is not a suppression of natural personality either. That is not a healthy kind of self-denial. We are who we are. We do not have to create a false self in order to be poor in spirit.

Neither do we need to put every (natural) effort into creating a good impression in front of others. It is more likely that the poor in spirit will create a good impression without consciously trying to do so. Through being focussed on others rather than themselves.

From among the many characters in the Bible, the Apostle Peter provides an interesting example for us. He was naturally a bold, aggressive type of person. My wife, Cathy, would probably describe him as one who uses gob before brain. There are several examples of his habit of getting it wrong in the gospels.

Probably the trait that particularly endears him to most of us. Reading about him in Acts and learning about him from his epistles we can see that, although his essential personality does not change, he became poor in spirit.

Going back into the Old Testament, we find the example of David. That most Christian of men in the pre-Christian era. He was a man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 13:14, Acts 13:22) but he was not without his failings. For example, the situation with Bathsheba and Uriah clearly illustrates that.

But, after God’s intervention through the prophet, Nathan, David came under conviction. This led him first into repentance and then into restoration of his relationship with God.


The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart—these, O God, You, will not despise.


(Psalm 51:17)


The Apostle Paul is another great example to encourage us here. He had many natural gifts and advantages that he was fully aware of (2 Corinthians 11:22-29). He must have constantly been fighting against the temptation of pride. Yet all of these gains were counted as losses to one who was included among the blessed ones who are were poor in spirit.

But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom, I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.


(Philippians 3:7-11)


Then there is the prime example of Jesus, the Son of Man, of course. Just look at John 14:10 or Philippians 2:5-8, for example. We see there was a complete absence of pride, self-assurance, and self-reliance about His human personality. He lived and ministered in total dependence upon the Father.

He said only what He heard Him say and did only what He saw Him do. Yes, He was, is and always will be the Son of God, the second Person of the Holy Trinity. But He lived and ministered on Earth as the Son of Man. As such, He modelled for us all the potential of the normal Christian life.

The poor in spirit are blessed because God says they are. It really does not matter what a worldly view of humility or brokenness might be. God has a habit of turning many worldly expectations upside down. For example, He exalts the humble (Matthew 23:12).


And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins…and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.


(Ephesians 2:1, 6)


Therefore, a consciousness of the total inadequacy of the natural man in the Presence of God is a must for us. We cannot produce it. We cannot work it up. We cannot put our trust in any our own natural gifts or advantages.

Just as Paul did, we should see our own effort and attainment as rubbish (a polite translation from the original Greek!) when we come before our Holy God. We are totally dependent upon His grace and mercy, which He freely gives us in Christ.

When we come before Him to whom we must give account (Hebrews 4:13), what do we have in and of our natural selves that has any worth or merit in the Kingdom of Heaven? We have no effective defence, no reasonable excuse, no acceptable self-justification with which to plead our case. The natural man is a sinner, period and the wage, the outcome of sin, is death (Romans 3:23).

It is impossible for us to make ourselves poor in spirit. This is simply the supernatural outcome of an encounter with God that leads us into conviction, confession, and total dependence upon Him for salvation and sanctification. And for a fruitful life that is pleasing to Him, an acceptable sacrifice.

We need to look at our God. To focus all our attention on Him. We cannot do this without coming into an awareness of our own, natural, absolute poverty and emptiness before him. It is His life in us, that matters (Colossians 1:27) if we want to enter into and live from the Kingdom of Heaven.


We could summarise by saying, “Oh, the bliss of those who have surrendered completely to God trusting only in Him and depending fully upon Him.”

~~~~~


For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven


Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again,

he cannot see the Kingdom of God.


(John 3:3)


How wonderful it is that we Christians are in the Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of Heaven is in us.

It came, it is present and is yet to come is the essence of the now and not yet of the Kingdom of God. Whilst the not yet is vitally important, the now should never be undervalued and is the primary focus of this book.

I believe that the Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God are two interchangeable phrases. They both describe the same entity. If you agree, then there can be no better place for us to find a definition of that phrase than within the Bible itself. We are much less likely to run into difficulty when we allow the Word of God to interpret itself, under the guidance of Holy Spirit.


The Kingdom of God is…righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.


(Romans 14:17)

s
The Kingdom of God (or of Heaven) is righteousness, peace, and joy—in the Holy Spirit. It is where He is. It is found in His Presence, under His anointing. His Kingdom is where the Spirit of God has free rein. Unimpeded by sinful man or the interference of our enemy’s forces (2 Corinthians 3:17). If there is any opposition, the power of God is more than sufficient to deal with it.


But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the Kingdom of God has come upon you.


(Matthew 12:28)


This is a very powerful illustration of the sovereignty of God prevailing over circumstances. Just as when Jesus commanded the storm to cease by taking Kingdom authority over it (Mark 4:35-39).

The righteousness spoken of is, of course, the righteousness of Jesus. This becomes ours, by the free gift of God’s grace, when we are born again.

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.


(2 Corinthians 5:21)


The peace referred to is the peace of God, which it is possible for the Christian to embrace. Yes, even in seemingly impossible situations. Because it comes from a superior reality to the one in which our circumstances exist.


And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.


(Philippians 4:7)


For the same reason joy, which is another fruit of the Spirit, can also triumph against all odds that would prompt the opposite emotion. This is not simple happiness, which can be fleeting and governed purely by circumstances. It is something much deeper and more lasting. Heavenly joy flows from the Spirit of God within us. He is the source of our strength (Nehemiah 8:10).


In a great trial of affliction, the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality.


(2 Corinthians 8:2)


I also love R. T. Kendall’s definition of the Kingdom of Heaven: the rule of the un-grieved Spirit in the believer. It follows that, if we grieve Him (Ephesians 4:30), then we forfeit His un-grieved Presence, although He never leaves us (John 14:16). We will take that matter further in a later chapter.

Having looked briefly at what the Kingdom of Heaven is, perhaps we should now consider where it is to be found.

The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand is a phrase which appears several times in the gospels Matthew 10:7 for example. In this context, it is not a reference to a place to which we are to go when we die.

This Kingdom is God’s domain. It refers to wherever God is. Christians believe He is omnipresent, so He is everywhere at the same time! According to Psalm 24:1, which is quoted in 1 Corinthians 10:26, The Earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. He is Creator, Sovereign, Lord, the Supreme Ruler of (Heaven and) Earth.

The Kingdom of Heaven was present wherever Jesus went and exercised Kingdom authority. Wherever He went, and wherever we go, in obedience to His call and prompting, the Kingdom is and will be present. It will be manifested through Holy Spirit-empowered expressions (e.g., prophecy or healing).

Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns, writes John in Revelation 19:6. And so He does. Always and at all times. But we live in a world where His reign is not universally acknowledged or welcomed. Whilst God’s domain does embrace everything, everywhere, there are certain lives, places, situations, and circumstances in which His reign is more obvious than in others. This illustrates when the Kingdom of Heaven is both present and at hand. Where His reign is not embraced, His Kingdom is still at hand and always within reach, but not experientially present.

The Kingdom of Heaven that is promised to the blessed ones is a Kingdom reign in which righteousness, peace and joy, the gracious products of Heaven, are manifest in the lives and circumstances of those who willingly embrace the reign of God. And I am talking about now remember, not simply when we get to Heaven (the place) upon departing this present life.

The Christian and the non-Christian belong to totally different realms. For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven is a statement referring solely to the Christian. It is a spiritual Kingdom, not a political or military domain. That was what the majority of the Jews, to whom Jesus was speaking and Matthew was writing, were expecting.

The brokenness and humility of a poor spirit bring us into the Kingdom of Heaven—and keep us there. If and when we fail, as Christians, the only way back into the Kingdom, as we know it, is the way in which we first entered it. To come before God under conviction and with confession, totally dependent upon His love, compassion, grace and mercy for His forgiveness and total acceptance in the beloved 1 John 1:8.


David understood this many years before Jesus of Nazareth came to Earth:


Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me away from Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and uphold me by Your generous Spirit.


(Psalm 51:10-12)


The Kingdom of God belongs not only to those blessed ones who are poor in spirit but, as we shall remind ourselves later, also to those blessed ones who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake. Humility and faithfulness lived out to the point of persecution, bring the same reward. A sobering thought on which to end this chapter!







3 
Blessed Are Those Who Mourn, for
 They Shall Be Comforted

Blessed are those who mourn


O wretched man that I am!

Who will deliver me from this body of death?

I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!


(Romans 7:24-25a)


We have discovered that being poor in spirit has nothing to do with a lack of financial resources. It will come as no surprise then, that those who mourn should not be confused with the bereaved. We may be happy for the one who has passed away because we know their ultimate destiny.

But to suggest that we will feel blessed, happy, lucky or to be congratulated ourselves, as a result of our loss of a loved one, is more than a little unrealistic. Again, we are dealing here with the spiritual, not with the natural.

Therefore, I contend that to take this phrase at face value would be a mistake. We must dig deeper if we are to uncover what Holy Spirit is saying to us. The blessed ones are commended because they mourn in spirit. To be blessed in that context is, once again, to be under the anointing of Holy Spirit. But what kind of anointing would be associated with mourning?


The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me because the Lord has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn, to console those who mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they may be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.


(Isaiah 61:1-3)


The Greek word translated as mourn1 in (Matthew 5:4) is pentheō. It refers to grief, to a sorrowful heart expressed by weeping. It can be found 10 times in the New Testament, including the (almost) parallel passage in (Luke 6:21). The mourning we are dealing with here results from a true appreciation of sin, of suffering and of joy.

It is also a progression from being poor in spirit, to developing out of brokenness and humility. From seeing see ourselves as we were naturally, and would have remained, but for the gracious intervention of God. He has taken us from the old flesh life into the new creation’s spiritual life.

When we are poor in spirit and become conscious of sin in our lives, part of a positive response is to mourn. We grieve over our failing. We regret our part in letting down our heavenly Father. This is the godly sorrow which leads to repentance (2 Corinthians 7:10). To the forgiveness that brings us comfort and the blessing of both joy and peace because our relationship, our connection, with Him is restored (Romans 5:1).

We need to look at the Beatitudes both as a whole and as a progression. For example, when Isaiah first encountered the holy Presence of God, he immediately came under conviction (Isaiah 6:5). He was conscious of his poverty (of spirit) and was moved to mourn over his sinful condition.

He was forgiven and came into a special relationship with God. As a result, he received the abundant blessing from which we also benefit today as we read of
















































































































































	

	

	








4
 Blessed Are the Meek for 
They Shall Inherit the Earth










































































































5 Blessed Are Those Who Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness for They Shall Be Filled































































































































	










6
 Blessed Are the Merciful for They Shall
 Obtain Mercy



























































































































7 
Blessed Are the Pure in Heart for 
They Shall See God



































































































































	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	










8v Blessed Are the Peacemakers for They Shall
 Be Called Sons of God
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9 
Blessed Are Those Who Are Persecuted for Righteousness’ Sake for Theirs Is the Kingdom of Heaven













































































































































	








Enabled to Be 
Postscript 1
























	

	

	

	





	

	

	





	are persecuted for righteousness’ sake.
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