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	Striking new findings from the concealed record of the JFK assassination, much of it drawn from government sources and from associates of both John and Robert Kennedy, show for the first time, clearly and directly, that President John F. Kennedy was killed by a small, tightly guarded conspiracy led by two Mafia bosses. Drawing on essential facts that have never been reported, this book names the people involved, explains their motive, and describes how they escaped punishment.

	The book also builds on what Robert Kennedy found through his own private inquiries, as well as on the work of the House Select Committee on Assassinations. In 1979, that committee concluded that JFK "was probably assassinated as a result of a conspiracy," and that two Mafia leaders who were close allies, Carlos Marcello and Santo Trafficante*, "had the motive, means, and opportunity to assassinate President Kennedy."

	Through exclusive interviews and newly declassified documents that the committee never had, this book presents thorough evidence of that conspiracy. Besides Marcello and Trafficante, others in the plot included their associate, Mafia figure Johnny Roselli, and the mobster Jack Martino. Few people realize that all four men made believable admissions about JFK's murder, with Marcello giving the most detailed version, based on FBI records and sources that are laid out fully in this book for the first time.

	By the early 1960s, all four mobsters had served as assets of the Central Intelligence Agency, assisting in the agency's schemes to kill Fidel Castro. Those schemes began in September 1960 at the instruction of then Vice President Richard Nixon, before JFK had even been elected. The CIA-Mafia plots against Castro continued into 1963, without the knowledge of President Kennedy, Attorney General Robert Kennedy, or JFK's CIA director, John McCone.

	Marcello and Trafficante put two active CIA men to work in their assassination plan: CIA agent Bernard Barker and CIA officer David Morales. A congressional investigator for the House committee found that Morales, who in 1963 was a close friend of Johnny Roselli, had admitted to two close associates that he took part in JFK's murder. Barker swore under oath that he had seen JFK's shooting as it occurred, even though the motorcade through Dealey Plaza was not being broadcast live, even in Dallas. Two credible eyewitnesses, one of them a Dallas deputy sheriff, also encountered Barker behind the picket fence on the grassy knoll at the moment JFK was shot.

	Vital new material from FBI documents and personnel allows this book to lay out, for the first time, Carlos Marcello's own account of how he arranged JFK's murder and relied on trusted allies to carry it out. This fresh information at last links all the pieces, tying Marcello to the shooters, to Lee Oswald, and to Jack Ruby. What was once a heap of persuasive evidence, with a few key parts absent and some connections murky, now becomes a clear, coherent, and compact account of JFK's murder.

	For almost fifty years, polls have steadily shown that most of the American public thinks JFK died as the result of a conspiracy. Respected tenured historians, among them CBS News consultant Dr. Douglas Brinkley, Dr. David Kaiser of the Naval War College, Dr. Gerald McKnight, Dr. David Wrone, and Dr. Michael Kurtz, have stated publicly that the historical evidence of a conspiracy in JFK's murder is conclusive. Even so, much of the U.S. news media covers the subject as though only one official government committee, the Warren Commission, had ever examined JFK's murder, and as though there were only one "official" verdict: that a single assassin, portrayed then and since as a "lone nut," killed JFK. For that "lone nut" thesis to hold, a bullet recovered in nearly pristine condition had to have caused two wounds to JFK while also smashing Texas Governor John Connally's rib and wrist. This chapter dismantles the "single bullet theory," long nicknamed the "magic bullet theory" by its critics, and shows how anyone can readily prove to themselves that the single bullet theory is physically impossible.

	In truth, over a span of several decades, a half dozen government committees looked into JFK's murder, including the House Select Committee and, more recently, in the 1990s, the JFK Assassination Records Review Board, created by President Clinton. Among the 4.5 million pages of government records released by that review board during the nineties was the uncensored FBI report containing Carlos Marcello's clear, direct confession to JFK's murder, which I discovered at the National Archives in 2006. Several years earlier, I had helped senior review board staff pinpoint key JFK files that were then released.

	The news media seldom mention that Robert F. Kennedy himself, along with numerous law enforcement officers who were friends of RFK and JFK, expressed the belief that President Kennedy was killed by a conspiracy. Robert Kennedy told his aide Richard Goodwin that he suspected "that mob guy in New Orleans," meaning Marcello, was behind his brother's death, as Goodwin confirmed to me personally. RFK learned of Marcello's nature because he directed several trusted aides to conduct small, secret investigations of his brother's murder on his behalf. RFK's investigators included the head of the Justice Department's "Get Hoffa squad," Walter Sheridan, and his press secretary, Frank Mankiewicz. Both concluded that a conspiracy had murdered JFK.

	Among the other well-documented figures who believed a conspiracy lay behind the assassination were President Lyndon Johnson, CIA director John McCone, JFK's personal physician Admiral George Burkley (the only doctor present with JFK's body both at Parkland Hospital and during the autopsy at Bethesda Naval Hospital), JFK's press secretary Pierre Salinger, and the Kennedy aides Ted Sorensen, Arthur Schlesinger Jr., and Harris Wofford. Belief in a conspiracy was also voiced by LBJ aides Joseph A. Califano Jr. and Alexander Haig, as well as by a number of Justice Department organized-crime prosecutors, among them RFK, Ronald Goldfarb, and Robert Blakey. Blakey wrote the RICO Act, which is used to prosecute organized crime, and he also led the House Select Committee's analysis. Vanity Fair reported that even Dallas police chief Jesse Curry "thought two gunmen were involved," while Kennedy aide Arthur Schlesinger Jr. wrote that CIA director John McCone told Robert Kennedy he "believed two people were involved in the shooting."

	Dave Powers and Kenneth O'Donnell, JFK's two closest aides, rode in the limousine directly behind the president's, which gave them an ideal view, and both saw two shots come from the grassy knoll. (One of the Secret Service agents in that same car later said he too believed JFK's fatal head shot came from the grassy knoll.) Powers and O'Donnell apparently confirmed the grassy knoll shots to House Speaker Tip O'Neill, as O'Neill recounted in his 1987 autobiography, Man of the House. Later, in a private interview with my research collaborator Thom Hartmann, Powers explained in detail that he had been pressured to change his Warren Commission testimony "for the good of the country." As I first discovered, with the help of the National Archives, Powers' false affidavit was secured by commission counsel Arlen Specter, the foremost advocate of the single-bullet theory. The Warren Commission left out this crucial fact when it published Powers' affidavit.

	I want to stress that much of my information came not only from private interviews with more than two dozen associates of John and Robert Kennedy, but also from former FBI, Secret Service, Army intelligence, and congressional staff, including some who were critical of how their own agencies handled the investigation. Most of those sources supplied vital firsthand details. Some of these disclosures appear in my earlier books on the Kennedys, namely Ultimate Sacrifice (2005; updated 2006), Legacy of Secrecy (2008; expanded 2009), and several chapters of Watergate: The Hidden History (2011), but many important new revelations are laid out in detail in this book for the first time.

	It has also taken almost half a century for the full story of JFK's assassination to emerge, partly because of domestic security concerns that are explained later, and compounded by the reluctance of agencies such as the FBI and CIA to admit their own intelligence failures and domestic operations.

	Government agencies and officials withheld hundreds of thousands of pages of relevant documents and information about covert operations from the Warren Commission, yet neither the public nor most journalists knew this when the Warren Report was released in September 1964. The sheer amount of information now publicly available that was concealed from the Warren Commission is staggering: the CIA's plots with dangerous mob bosses to kill Fidel Castro, the attempt to kill JFK in Tampa and, before that, in Chicago, four attempts in all before Dallas, Jack Ruby's work for the Mafia, Oswald's multiple links to Carlos Marcello, and much more. Instead, the American news media embraced the report and helped spread it, because it had been endorsed by a distinguished panel headed by
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