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●  The New York Mets were founded as an expansion team in 1962.

●  The team was created to fill the void left by the Brooklyn Dodgers and New York Giants, who moved to California.

●  The team's colors, blue and orange, represent the colors of the departed Dodgers and Giants.

●  The "Mets" name derives from the New York Metropolitans, an 1880s baseball team.

●  They debuted in 1962 with a record of 40-120, which is still the most losses in a season by any MLB team.

●  The Mets' inaugural season saw them finishing 60.5 games out of first place.

●  The Mets' first home was the Polo Grounds, where they played for two seasons.

●  In 1964, they moved to Shea Stadium in Queens.

●  Their mascot, Mr. Met, is one of the first MLB mascots.

●  The team's logo features a skyline of New York City inside a baseball with a bridge in the foreground, symbolizing the connection of the city's five boroughs.

●  The Mets’ official fight song, “Meet the Mets,” was introduced in 1963.

●  The franchise was awarded to New York after a proposal by William Shea.

●  The team's first manager was Casey Stengel, who previously managed the Yankees.

●  In their first season, they finished 10th – the last place in the National League.

●  The team's creation was part of the National League’s strategy to compete with the American League.

●  In their early years, the Mets were often referred to humorously as the "Lovable Losers."

●  Joan Whitney Payson, the original owner, was one of the team's biggest fans and rarely missed a game.

●  The Mets were the last NL expansion team of the 20th century to win a pennant, doing so in 1969.

●  Their 1969 World Series victory earned them the nickname "Miracle Mets."

●  In the early days, the team often relied on former stars past their primes.

●  The Mets' first-ever draft pick was pitcher Tom Seaver in 1966.

●  Their original team colors were more Dodger blue than the current blue.

●  The Mets played their first game on April 11, 1962, which they lost.

●  Despite their poor record in their inaugural year, the Mets drew over 900,000 fans.

●  Original Mets like Marv Throneberry became cult heroes despite numerous on-field errors.

●  The 1962 Mets set a record for team ERA at 5.04.

●  They avoided tying the record for most losses in a season by just one game.

●  The team's first victory came in their tenth game.

●  The Polo Grounds, the Mets’ initial home, was one of the oldest ballparks in MLB history.

●  The 1963 Mets improved slightly, finishing with a 51-111 record.

●  The Mets’ first-ever hit was by Gus Bell.

●  The team's first-ever home run was hit by Gil Hodges.

●  By the end of their first decade, the Mets had gone from last place to World Series champions.

●  The team's initial popularity was boosted by broadcasts on WOR-TV and radio coverage on WHN and WMCA.

●  The Mets' first spring training was held in St. Petersburg, Florida.

●  The team's creation helped fill a National League void in the largest U.S. television market.

●  In their first season, they played a total of 161 games instead of the typical 162.

●  The Mets' original uniforms were made by Tim McAuliffe Inc.

●  Their cap insignia was designed to resemble the Giants' logo, while their uniform script resembled the Dodgers'.

●  In 1963, they became the first sports team to have its games broadcast in color on television.

●  In their inaugural season, the Mets had no players hit more than 10 home runs.

●  Despite their early struggles, they drew over 2.5 million fans in their first three seasons combined.

●  The Mets' 120 losses in 1962 remain a post-1900 MLB record.

●  Their inaugural roster was primarily filled through an expansion draft.

●  The 1962 team had 103 different batting orders in 160 games.

●  The Mets' first-ever run was scored by Charlie Neal.

●  Despite their initial struggles, the Mets' radio broadcast out-rated the successful New York Yankees in 1962.

●  They played their first official game on April 11, 1962, against the St. Louis Cardinals.

●  Roger Craig was the losing pitcher in 24 games in 1962 – a Mets record.

●  The team's first win came against the Pittsburgh Pirates on April 23, 1962.
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Iconic Players - Profiles on some of the most legendary players from the team.
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●  Tom Seaver, often called the franchise's greatest player, played 12 seasons with the Mets.

●  Mike Piazza, inducted into the Hall of Fame as a Met, hit 220 of his 427 career home runs with the team.

●  David Wright is the team's all-time leader in numerous categories, including hits, runs, and RBIs.

●  Dwight Gooden, at age 20, became the youngest player to win the Cy Young Award in 1985.

●  Darryl Strawberry is the Mets' all-time leader in home runs with 252.

●  Keith Hernandez, known for his defense, won 6 of his 11 Gold Glove Awards with the Mets.

●  Gary Carter's 10th-inning single in Game 6 of the 1986 World Series sparked the Mets' famous comeback.

●  Jacob deGrom has established himself as one of the best pitchers in team history, winning back-to-back Cy Young Awards.

●  Ed Kranepool played all 18 of his MLB seasons with the Mets.

●  Jerry Koosman, with Tom Seaver, formed one of the best pitching duos in the 1960s and '70s.

●  Cleon Jones caught the final out of the 1969 World Series.

●  Mookie Wilson's ground ball went through Bill Buckner's legs, leading to a Mets victory in Game 6 of the 1986 World Series.

●  Ron Darling won 99 games for the Mets between 1983 and 1991.

●  Bud Harrelson was known for his defense and was part of both the 1969 and 1986 World Series teams.

●  Jon Matlack was the 1972 Rookie of the Year and a key pitcher in the 1970s.

●  Tug McGraw coined the phrase "Ya Gotta Believe!" during the Mets' 1973 pennant run.

●  Carlos Beltrán hit 149 home runs in his seven seasons with the Mets.

●  Al
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