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Welcome to another of our special issues.

This time we are featuring quick reads. As we more and more lead busier lives, there is not always time to read for a long period, so hopefully you will be able to dip in and out of this edition but still enjoy a good read.

From  Dribbles  to  Sudden  Fiction  there  is  something  for

everyone in these pages.

Thank you to all our contributors, we appreciate your ongoing support.

Ed. www.allyourstories.com
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Jacek Wilkos is an engineer from Poland. He is addicted to buying books, he loves black coffee, dark ambient music and riding his bike. His stories were published in numerous anthologies by Black Hare Press, Alien Buddha Press, Black Ink Fiction, Insignia Stories, CultureCult Press, Wicked Shadow Press, and others.
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Hands trembling, he checked all his pockets again but with no avail. He couldn’t find it anywhere. He didn’t want to accept the fact he had lost his queue ticket. He wept over his fate. Going back to the dispenser and taking another ticket meant extra few years in Purgatory.










​[image: image]Thea Williams spent most of her life in western Canada, moving to the UK thirteen years ago. After living in Winchester and the Isle of Wight, she now is happy to be living in Cumbria, with its history, friendly C interesting people and proximity to beautiful countryside. Thea has done various types of writing in her study and career in higher education, health and communications; however, has only recently started writing creatively - mostly poetry with themes of nature, identity, love, loss and family. While she enjoys exploring different forms of poetry, her poetry mind gravitates toward free verse and haiku
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The bus winds and bumps along the gravel road. Monopolian dry stone walls enclose and bisect groves and orchards: olive trees with stout trunks, gnarled and knotted by decades of hot sun and dry winds; pale pink cherry blossoms; wild orange-red poppies; and dainty white daisies enliven the fields of dusty-green grass.

The landscape evokes a bucolic life, layered with fascist poverty. Small, whitewashed farmhouses dot the countryside - difficult to tell if they are abandoned or the occupants are inside busy with the day.
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Then, there they are in the distance, the trulli with their conical stone roofs. Alberobello.
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[image: image]Patricia Feinberg Stoner is a British indie writer, a former journalist and publicist. She spent ten years as international press officer for Granada Television before setting up her own PR company. She is the author of the Pays d’Oc series: At Home in the Pays d'Oc, Tales from the Pays d'Oc and Murder in the Pays d'Oc, and has also published three books of comic verse. A Londoner by birth, she and her husband spent four years living in the South of France before settling happily on the south coast of England.
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There was a noise.

It was not the rattling gurgle of the hot water bottle as the woman rolled in the bed, pulling it with her. That was a known noise, a safe noise.

The house held its breath.

The radiator plinked the last of the day’s warmth, and the wardrobe creaked companionably, sharing a memory.

The books had been reading.  Now they paused in their discussion of

Kafka’s Metamorphosis. The rustle of debate was hushed.

The bathroom light, which had been flirting with the mirror and the taps, quietly switched itself off. The pull-cord swung for a moment and was still.

In the kitchen, the eggs had been dreaming primal dreams of sunshine and worms. Disturbed, they shifted slightly in their basket. The basket was shaped like a chicken, but the irony was lost on the eggs.

The milk, forgotten on the countertop after the evening’s last cup of tea, yearned towards the refrigerator and cool slumber. The fridge smiled fatly back, containing yoghourt, cheese, mayonnaise, non-dairy spread, a cucumber, bread, orange juice, tomato puree, a bottle of Sauvignon Blanc and three slices of ham on a plate, covered with cling film.
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In the conservatory, the plants were anxious. From their vantage point they could sense something amiss in the garden. ‘Danger?’ they signalled to one another.

Oblivious, the woman slept, her human senses unawakened.

The dog knew. It jumped from the bed where it had been keeping guard on its back, eyes closed, paws in the air. Standing in the middle of the room it growled softly, the hackles rising. Accustomed, she called without waking ‘It’s all right, Purdey, good girl, it’s all right. Hup, hup.’

Reassured, though not convinced, the dog jumped back onto the bed. From habit the woman’s body curved to accommodate the heavy warm shape curled tight against her. The woman murmured but did not wake. The dog began licking its paws.

Outside, the pond frowned at the intruder and gathered itself protectively around the frogspawn stirring in its depths. ‘Begone!’ it shouted without sound. ‘You don’t belong here. Leave us to our rest.'

The cat paused, raised a brindled head, then went on filling the hole which it had dug, illicitly, among the tulips. It stayed a while longer, meticulously grooming its flanks and belly, before jumping the fence to disappear into the night.

An owl and the moon sailed noiseless overhead, blessing house and garden once more with peace.
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[image: image]Maria Carvalho’s multi-genre work has appeared in a variety of publications, including Roi Fainéant Press, MetaStellar, Twin Pies Literary, 101 Words, several titles in the Owl Hollow Press Anthology Series, and multiple best-selling poetry books from Literary Revelations. Her popular children's book Hamster in Space! was praised by Kirkus Indie Reviews for its "sharp understanding of kids' wacky sense of humor." Maria lives in Connecticut with her family.
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Paige had never seen anyone check out the decrepit book that sat high on a corner shelf in Adult Nonfiction. Its cover was tattered, the imprinted lettering nearly illegible.




When she had to make room for new books, the relic was the first to go. She didn’t bother saving it for their monthly fundraising sale, tossing it into the recycling bin instead.




The next day, as her co-workers wondered why she hadn’t shown up, Paige lay in bed—cold and lifeless.




The old book was back in its usual spot, sunlight illuminating its

timeworn title: The Dark Magic Guide to Revenge.
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June Linscott

I am a country girl at heart who has one son, two grandchildren and lives with her husband and French Bulldog, Milly. I love writing poems and short stories, sometimes with a twist but mostly with some humour. Having had several poems published in anthologies, I have now self-published a picture book and a book of short stories. I belong to two writing groups and really enjoy interaction with other writers.
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