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Author’s Note

In January 2006, I spent three inspiring and unforgettable days in the oncology department at the Schneider Children’s Medical Center of Israel, conducting workshop sessions with children and teenagers who were sick with cancer. The workshop was called “Drawing with Objects.” The kids created self-portraits and portraits of their families using objects found in everyday life, as well as items from the hospital. The pictures made by the younger children appear—with many thanks—on the endpapers. This book is dedicated to them.
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My teacher asked
 me to draw a picture
 of my family, and
 this is what I drew.

I showed it to her
 and she said,
“How great
is that!”

But I didn’t like it.
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Look at my dad.




There are so many things

about him that you don’t

see in this picture.




Like . . .
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My daddy is as

jumpy as a SPRING




and as playful as a

SPINNING TOP.




He is as fun as a

PARTY FAVOR.




But sometimes he’s as stubborn

as a KNOT in a ROPE.
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So I made my

picture better, see?

That’s him!




(Isn’t he nutty?)
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