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    To Graham Campbell, to keep him entertained whilst he awaits his lottery win.
  

 


 
  
   Introduction
  

  There were many causes, some proximate and others long-standing, that drew the kings of England and France into war with one another in 1337, but the generational dynastic wrangling over the province of Aquitaine in south-west France was the most important. The Plantagenets had ruled in Aquitaine since 1152, and it would not be wrong to assume that they thought of such a province much as they would any other under their power:

  The kings of England were the immediate and ‘natural’ lords of the area, and a certain long-standing loyalty to them was evident at every stage of the war. Of course it was cut across and undermined by other interests and by rival claimants to the fidelity of the Gascons, but that was a commonplace of most so-called princely states of later medieval France. (Vale 1994: 69)
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    An image of John Lackland, one of England’s more dismal kings, in battle with Philippe II Augustus of France at Bouvines, 1214. John’s defeat at this battle was significant, domestically and internationally; for the French it signalled the rise of a central monarchy as well as the ascendancy of French arms that was to dominate Europe for over a century, but for the English it heralded the final loss of Normandy and the effective collapse of the Angevin Empire (not to mention domestic strife that resulted in Magna Carta). The retention of Aquitaine would cause problems long after the Treaty of Paris supposedly resolved the issue in 1259. (© The British Library Board, Royal 16 G VI f. 376v)

   

  

  By the middle of the 13th century, English fiefdoms in France (present in some form since 1066) were on the wane across the country. The Treaty of Paris, signed in December 1259, was meant to settle the dispute over the King of England’s French possessions, acknowledging the permanent loss of Normandy and associated lands but retaining the Duchy of Aquitaine. In so doing, the King of England became a vassal of his French counterpart, a vassal who had to pay public homage to his lord on the occasion of succession in either the French or English royal lines. Such obeisance stuck like a bone in the throat of more than one English king, and, when coupled with the French crown’s more or less regular violations of the English king’s rights in his duchy (some well-deserved, some not), Aquitaine became a diplomatic open wound, infecting all other aspects of Anglo-French relations.
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    An image of knights fighting in Aquitaine. Ever since the Treaty of Paris in 1259 the province of Aquitaine had proved to be a more or less constant problem, as often the cause of trouble as it was the ideal location for proxy fights between the English and French crowns. The province was a mish-mash of fiefdoms with a dizzying array of feudal obligations that were complicated by the more practical and venal aspects of medieval power politics. The English king, so far away from his troublesome possessions, was always at a disadvantage compared with his French cousin. (© The British Library Board, Royal 16 G VI f. 367)

   

  

  For the English this was compounded by the issue of Scotland. Edward I’s wars against the Scots had resulted in a Franco-Scottish pact, originating in 1295 and cemented anew in 1326, to aid one another in wars against their mutual neighbour. Such a constant threat on England’s exposed northern border was justifiably intolerable for Edward II and Edward III, both of whom prosecuted a series of wars against the Scots in part because of the danger the Franco-Scottish alliance posed to English security. Aside from the boiling mistrust it fomented, the alliance played a material part in the gradual move towards war when Philippe VI chained the resolution of English demands in Gascony to the political desires of his ally the Scottish king, a policy that ‘was tantamount to not only preventing any advance in negotiations over outstanding problems in Gascony, but also to preventing a settlement over Scotland’ (Curry 2002: 23). For Edward III the alliance between France and Scotland was poisonous, and he aimed for his subjects to see it in the same way: ‘Englishmen were persuadable. They lived in a relatively small, cohesive country and were susceptible to propaganda and shared emotions that would quickly have faded in the disparate vastness of France. Philip VI had come to seem to many Englishmen the main barrier to the successful occupation of Scotland, and Scotland was a real threat, profoundly hated’ (Sumption 1990: 180).
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      France, 1340–56

    

    
      Though France was undergoing a drawn-out period of social and political change during the first half of the 14th century, it still ‘consisted of a Royal domain, five great Duchies, 47 Counties, several dozen Viscounties, and numerous other fiefs with differing titles’ (Nicolle 2000: 4). The most troublesome were Brittany, Flanders and Aquitaine, provinces where the sense of independence was strong (for good historical reasons) and attachment to the French monarchy very weak, and where as a result encroachments by the French crown were particularly unwelcome. Of the three it was the quarrel over Aquitaine, the personal duchy of the King of England, that would be the catalyst for war. The rights by which the far-distant English king commanded his province had eroded over time, historian Geoffrey Templeman contending that ‘such rights had become in fact what they had always threatened to become: nothing more than elaborate property rights regulated by feudal conventions’ (Rogers 1999: 238). Such a transformation threatened to turn Edward III into the King of France’s tenant, a direct challenge to his authority and status.

      The Duchy of Aquitaine itself had once been a much more substantive holding, but the endless disagreements with the various kings of France (not to mention some of the duke’s own vassals in Gascony) had led to a series of gradual – and occasionally not so gradual – encroachments that, by the time the war started in earnest, left Aquitaine something of a gnawed rump. The power of the local lords was sustained by the English crown in part through the provision of supplies and troops to help garrison the numerous castles that dotted the landscape and which were the key to its defence; however, the exigencies of fighting wars in Scotland coupled with the sheer difficulty engendered by the communications and logistics of the age meant that oftentimes the duke’s vassals had to shift for themselves.

      Both Brittany and Flanders had strong political and economic links to England, and together with Aquitaine it was these ‘three principalities of the Atlantic coast … [that became] parties to a French civil war in which ancient territories sought to challenge the imposing constitutional edifice which the French kings had begun to erect in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries’ (Sumption 1990: 37).

    

  

  

Provocation led to retaliation, which escalated into raids and attacks along the Channel coast and throughout Aquitaine, creating a Gordian knot of problems that the diplomatic structures of the time were unable to resolve. Philippe VI, not minded to indulge the English any longer, refused to treat with Edward, deciding instead to seize Aquitaine whole, setting the stage for war by issuing the arrière-ban at the end of April 1337. Edward’s response, issued in a manifesto that August, put his case succinctly, observing that the King of France was

  striving by all means that he could to undo the King of England and his people, so that he could keep what he had wrongfully withheld and conquer more from him, refused all offers, but, seeking his opportunities, busied himself in aid and maintenance of the Scots, the enemies of the King of England, attempting to delay him by the Scottish war so that he would have no power to pursue his rights elsewhere. (Quoted in Curry 2002: 29)

  War was inevitable, though the form it took and how it was fought would come as a rude shock to France.


 
 


 
  
   The Opposing Sides
  

  
  ORIGINS, RECRUITMENT AND MOTIVATION

  
   English
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    Though the 14th century would see a gradual evolution in English recruitment methods, in the 1340s the traditional obligations of landholders were still significant. A man with an income of £40 or more a year would often be of the knightly class, those with £25 per annum would either be a man-at-arms or would be expected to supply such a man, those with £10 a hobelar, and those with £5 – the nascent yeoman class – a mounted archer (Ayton 2011: 40–43). Mounted archers have been described by the historian Maurice Keen as ‘minor landholders, not gentry, but a cut above the ordinary peasant husbandman’ (quoted in Ayton 2011: 40), and were symptomatic of the evolving social flexibility that would become an increasing feature of English armies as the century progressed. (© The British Library Board, Royal 2 B VII f. 151v)

   

  

  The 14th century saw a slow evolution in the way armies were raised and paid, gradually migrating away from the feudal model of obligation to one’s liege towards a more systematic approach based on payment for service. There is good evidence that such feudal waters had always been rather muddier than the chivalric ethos would have liked, but the onset of the English wars in France would necessitate a more consistent and practical approach to the raising, equipping and maintaining of armies. The feudal social structure, though more or less defunct by the time of the wars with France, would still provide some of the social structure within which most recruitment would be conducted, but it became accepted practice
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  TRAINING, DOCTRINE AND TACTICS
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    Artist’s note

    Readers may care to note that the original paintings from which the battlescenes in this book were prepared are available for private sale. All reproduction copyright whatsoever is retained by the Publishers. All enquiries should be addressed to:



    Peter Dennis, ‘Fieldhead’, The Park, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire NG18 2AT, UK, or email magie.h@ntlworld.com



    The Publishers regret that they can enter into no correspondence upon this matter.



    Editor’s note

    In this book measurements are given in metric units of measurement, with imperial equivalents given depending on the context. The following data will help when converting between imperial and metric measurements:



    1 mile = 1.61km

    1km = 0.62 miles

    1m = 1.09yd

    1m = 3.28ft

    1m = 39.37in

    1yd = 91.44cm

    1ft = 30.48cm

    1in = 2.54cm

    1cm = 0.39in

    1mm = 0.04in

    1kg = 2.20lb

    1lb = 0.45kg

    1oz = 28.35g
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