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      What If You Were a Diplomat?
      Somewhere in the world right now, it is the middle of the night, and a diplomat is on a
      quiet phone call that nobody will read about tomorrow — preventing something that
      will never happen. That is most of the job.
      So you want to be a diplomat. You want to spend your life in the hopeful space between
      countries — the space where strangers from different governments sit down across a
      table and decide whether to trust each other, where agreements take shape over years of
      patient talk, and where, on the best days, wars never have to start at all. You want to be
      one of the people who shows up before the soldiers do — and whose quiet, ordinary
      workdays are the reason the soldiers never have to.
      A diplomat is a representative. You are your country’s eyes, ears, voice, and handshake in
      another country. You speak for the people back home to the people abroad. You listen for
      them, too — and you carry what you hear back to the capital. Done well, diplomacy is
      how countries do together what none of them could ever do alone. Done patiently, over
      years, it is how the world stays in conversation rather than at war.
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      Diplomacy is the practice of conducting relationships between countries. Diplomats
      negotiate trade agreements, protect their citizens abroad, advise their own governments
      about what is really happening in other countries, build long-term relationships, and serve
      as the first line of response when something goes wrong between nations. Almost every
      benefit of living in a connected world — international travel, mail that crosses oceans, the
      rules that keep the internet working across borders, vaccines shipped from one country to
      another, disaster relief that arrives from far away — exists because somebody, somewhere,
      did the patient, unglamorous work of negotiating it.
      Most of what diplomats do, the public never sees. That is part of the job. The achievements
      that make the news are usually the failures: a war, a crisis, a famous treaty that broke
      down. The work that goes well goes mostly unseen. The diplomats whose work prevented
      those headlines went home for dinner and never told anyone.
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      The fundamental work is representing your country to another country — or to many at
      once. This involves three things, usually at the same time. You speak on behalf of your
      government: delivering positions, making proposals, asking questions. You listen for your
      government: understanding what the host country actually wants, what is really
      happening on the ground, what is being said carefully and what is being carefully not said.
      And you build the relationships that make all of this possible — often years before anyone
      knows they will matter.
      Almost every diplomatic day includes meetings. Meetings with host-government officials.
      Meetings with other diplomats at your embassy. Meetings with journalists, business
      leaders, civil-society activists, and ordinary citizens who can tell you something true about
      the country you are in. After each one, you write down what you learned and send it home.
      What a Diplomat Actually Does
    

  











OEBPS/images/page06.jpg





OEBPS/images/page05.jpg





OEBPS/nav.xhtml

  
    Contents


    
      		Cover


      		Half Title Page


      		Title Page

    
      		Copyright Page


      		What If You Were a Diplomat?


      		What a Diplomat Actually Does


      		Where They Work


      		The Tools of the Trade


      		The Best Parts of the Job


      		The Hardest Parts of the Job


      		The Most Surprising Thing About This Job


      		A Day in the Life


      		The People You Work With


      		How You Help People


      		The Most Important Qualities of a Diplomat


      		Things You Might Not Expect to Need


      		Famous Diplomats in History


      		Fun Facts


      		What You Can Do to Prepare Right Now


      		Questions a Diplomat Asks


      		Words Every Diplomat Knows


      		A Note From the Author


      		So You Want to be a …


      		About the Series


    


  
  
    
      		Cover


      		Start of content


    


  


OEBPS/images/page08.jpg





OEBPS/images/page07.jpg






OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
. DIPLOMAT

0 ﬁ\ 7

B\ V/\‘ L/ \V/

: fi »AW%

Linda Soules’

1










OEBPS/images/page02.jpg





OEBPS/images/page01.jpg





OEBPS/images/page04.jpg





OEBPS/images/page03.jpg





