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Paul’s knees pressed into the thick wool rug of their downtown loft, the one Vanessa had chosen because it was the exact shade of dried blood. The rug drank sound, swallowed it whole, so that when she walked across it in her patent heels the only noise was the wet click of her tongue against her teeth and the soft creak of the leather harness she still wore beneath her pencil skirt.

She stood over him now, phone in one hand, the other idly twisting the key that hung between her breasts on a thin gold chain. The key to the steel cage locked around his cock. Paul’s mouth was already open, waiting. He had learned the posture months ago: back straight, palms up on his thighs, eyes lowered to the faint bulge in her skirt where the harness strap pressed against her clit when she shifted her weight.

“Marcus closed the Meridian account,” she said, voice low and amused, the way people speak when they know you’re starving and they’re holding the only plate. “Sealed it in the conference room on the forty-second floor. Bent me over the mahogany table while the interns were still clearing lunch trays in the hallway.”

Paul’s breath hitched. The cage tightened, a cruel reminder that his body no longer belonged to impulse. Vanessa stepped closer. The scent of her hit him first—her perfume, something sharp and green, mixed with the unmistakable musk of another man’s come still leaking slow and warm down the inside of her thigh.

She lifted her skirt just enough. No panties. The harness framed her pussy like a gift: black leather straps biting into swollen lips, the silver ring at the front glistening with her wetness and Marcus’s spend. A single pearl of it clung to the edge of the leather, trembling.

“Open,” she whispered.

His tongue slid out before thought could interfere. The first taste was salt and copper and the faint bitterness of latex from the condom Marcus must have peeled off at the last second. Paul lapped carefully, reverently, tracing the strap where it disappeared between her folds. Vanessa sighed, rolling her hips forward so the leather pressed against his nose, smothering him in her heat.

“Good boy,” she murmured, fingers threading through his hair, nails scraping his scalp hard enough to sting. “Every drop. That’s your crown, Paul. That’s the only throne you’ll ever sit on.”

He swallowed, throat working, the taste coating him inside and out. When he reached the place where the strap crossed her clit, she held him there, grinding slow, deliberate circles until her thighs shook and her breath fractured into small, vicious moans.

“Hands behind your back.”

He obeyed instantly. She reached down, unclipped the thin chain from around her own ankle—black leather cuff lined with velvet, the one she wore to important meetings—and buckled it tight around his wrists. The position forced his chest forward, face
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