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Inter Alia

 

by Christoffer Petersen

 

A Greenland SRU novella

featuring Constable Atii Napa


 

 

 

 

 

Without in any way limiting the author’s [and publisher’s] exclusive rights under copyright, any use of this publication to “train” generative artificial intelligence (AI) technologies to generate text is expressly prohibited. The author reserves all rights to license uses of this work for generative AI training and development of machine learning language models.


 

 

 

 

 

The Greenland SRU series

 

 featuring characters from the Greenland Crime

and Greenland Missing Persons series

​The Sun Dog

​Inter Alia

 

And the Constable Atii Napa short stories

​Napa 2.0


 

 

 

 

 

Introduction

 

Inter Alia is the second in the series of SRU novellas. I originally intended for these stories to be from the present day Special Response Unit, following the familiar characters of Sergeant Gaba Alatak and Constable Atii Napa, and putting them in the limelight. But something happened with the first one, The Sun Dog, and I discovered that I was more interested in exploring the SRU officers’ background, just as I have done with Constable David Maratse, and Constable Petra ‘Piitalaat’ Jensen.

 

Inter Alia is Atii’s story, set partly in the present and partly in the past when she was in her second year of police training. Petra, as often happens, popped into the story to help Atii tell it.
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Inter Alia

 

Among other things


 

 

 

 

 

Glossary of Greenlandic Words

used in the Greenland SRU series

 

aap – yes

amarok – wolf

ana – grandmother

anaana – mother

angakkoq – shaman

appaliarsuk – little auk

aqisseq – ptarmigan

arfivik – Bowhead Whale

ata – grandfather

ataata – father

imaqa – maybe

inuk – human

inussuk – cairn (see Canadian Inuit inuksuk/inukshuk)

kaffemik – celebration/party

kamikker/kamiks – sealskin boots

mattak – whale skin and blubber delicacy

naamik – no

napparsimmavik – hospital

qajaq – kayak

qipoqqaq – Humpback Whale

qujanaq – thank you

terianniaq – Arctic fox

tikaagullik – Common Minke Whale

tuttu – reindeer

ukaleq – Arctic hare
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Naluumasortoq

West Greenland

 

Now


 

 

 

 

 

1

 

The last fingers of winter reached down the mountainside above the small town of Naluumasortoq, a little over 600 kilometres south of the Arctic Circle on Greenland’s west coast. Snow lay in crusty patches in the shadow of large boulders, consuming itself as pockets of air bored into the surface, digging down to the rock beneath. Streams of water, converging in short-lived tributaries, raced from the mountain tops to the sea. The water splashed, lapped, and fizzed, tugging sediment and coarse sand along with the water, eroding yet another bend in yet another channel charging down the mountain. White feathered ptarmigan picked at the grass, pressing their claws into the turf, heads down, with a reflexive look up at the slightest sound or change in the wind.

The people gathered inside the picket fence cemetery did not look up, and unlike the ptarmigan, none of them wore white. Twenty-four-year-old Constable Atii Napa clutched the thin hand of the grey-haired woman beside her, squeezing it tighter and tighter as the pallbearers lowered her father’s casket into the rocky ground. 

“It’s okay, Anaana,” she said to the woman beside her. “Everything’s going to be okay. I’m here now. I’m home.”

Kaatiuut Napa wiped her nose with a tissue and nodded. “I know,” she said. “He said you would come. He promised.”

“Ataata never broke a promise,” Atii said as the pallbearers laid Suiaq Napa’s coffin on the ground at the bottom of the grave and nodded
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