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    FOR GRANNY

      

    

For Granny, 
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Chapter 1
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Long, long, long ago, even before the Irish lived in Ireland, the land was ruled by magical people. A kind king and queen ruled the land, and all the people living there were very, very happy.
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THE KING AND QUEEN had four grown-up children and five grandchildren. The oldest of the grandchildren was Prince Damian, a handsome, young man. He had gone to Albion to learn new skills and find adventure. The other four grandchildren were little girls.

The oldest, Princess Quinn, was seven years old. Her cousins were Princess Avery, aged five, and her sister, Princess Isla, aged three. Their baby cousin, Princess Mae, was one year old.
When the princesses were born, the queen gave each of them a magical power.

Princess Quinn, who had long brown hair, and huge brown eyes, could make herself invisible. 

Princess Avery, with long strawberry blonde hair and bright blue eyes, could turn people and animals into statues. Her sister, Princess Isla, who had long blonde hair and bright blue eyes, could fly.

And Princess Mae, who had auburn wavy hair and big blue eyes, had the power to run and swim faster and climb and jump higher than any other person on earth.
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However, because they were children, they could use their powers only for a very short time. Princess Quinn could stay invisible only for a few minutes. Princess Avery could make people turn to statues for just a few minutes. Princess Isla could fly for only a few minutes. And Princess Mae could move very fast and climb very high for just a few minutes. As the girls would grow older, they would better master their magic powers.

Every summer for a month, the princesses, with their parents, would visit the king and queen in their castle. The cousins always had such a great time, playing together and practicing their magic powers.
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WHILE THE CHILDREN played at the castle, the queen had two of her bodyguards watch over the girls to keep them safe. The bodyguards were Duke, the talking duck, and Dudley, the talking pony.
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Chapter 2
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That summer, Prince Damian sent the queen some flower seeds for her birthday. He wrote on the card, “Granny, these seeds will grow into the brightest most colourful flowers that you have ever seen. They will brighten up even the darkest part of the forest in the Dark Valley.”
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“I MUST GO TO THE DARK Valley and plant these seeds and brighten that bleak, cold place,” the queen said to the king.

“The Dark Valley isn’t safe. If you must go, bring Duke and Dudley along to protect you,” the king replied. “Pooka, the wicked wizard, lives in the Dark Valley.”

“No, Duke and Dudley are playing with the children, I’ll be OK. Pooka doesn’t scare me because my magic is stronger than his.”

So the queen set off to the Dark Valley. When she arrived, she found the bleakest, darkest part of the valley and planted the seeds. “Soon this dark place will be covered in beautiful, bright flowers,” the queen said.

[image: ]

BUT WHILE THE QUEEN was planting the seeds, Pooka, the wicked wizard, was watching her from the top of a nearby mountain.
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Chapter 3
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Pooka kicked his dragon. “Wake up, Drake!” he yelled in his squeaky voice. Drake, the green and yellow dragon, stretched his long neck, swished his spiky long tail and puffed out an orange flame and a cloud of grey smoke.
“What?” Drake the dragon asked sleepily, in his deep voice.
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“WAKE UP, YOU LAZY DRAGON. I’ve got a job for you. Get the magic cloak and drop it on top of the queen.” Pooka kicked his dragon again.

Drake grumbled and slumped off to his cave. He returned with the magic cloak.
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“NOW LISTEN TO ME! THE queen is planting seeds in the Dark Valley. The last thing we want is bright, colourful flowers growing there,” Pooka said and Drake nodded his head in agreement. 

“What should I do with the cloak?” Drake asked in his deep voice.

“Whoever is covered by this cloak will not be able to use their magic powers. You must fly overhead and drop the cloak over the queen. When her magical powers are restricted, I will capture her and hold her prisoner in the enchanted tower. I shall only release her when the king pays me all the gold in the kingdom.”

Drake shook his head. He didn’t really want to capture the queen, and Pooka’s squeaky voice was giving him a headache. But he had to obey   because Pooka was the master.  
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