

    
        
          Introduction to Street Law in India

        

        
        
          Siva Prasad Bose

        

        
          Published by Joy Bose, 2022.

        

    


Street Law in India

By Siva Prasad Bose and Joy Bose

Published by Joy Bose 

Copyright © 2022 Siva Prasad Bose 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form by an electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without permission in writing from the publisher.


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Contents

Dedication

Preface

Chapter 1: What is Street Law?

Chapter 2: What if my loved one has recently died leaving me property in their will : Inheritance Law

Chapter 3: What if my neighbor is too noisy or trespassing on my property: Tort Law

Chapter 4: What if a company refuses to repair my mobile phone despite my having a warranty: Contract Law

Chapter 5: What if I am discriminated against in my job: Law of Discrimination

Chapter 6: What if I Need to Take a Loan: Law of Credit

Chapter 7: How to Register a Marriage: Law of Marriage

Chapter 8: What if I am Fired Unfairly from my Job: Labor Law

Chapter 9: What if Someone Tries to Defame me: Law of Defamation

Chapter 10: What if Someone Makes a False Statement in Court: Law of Perjury

Chapter 11: Transparency: Right to Information Law

Chapter 12: How to File an FIR and Deal with the Police

Chapter 13: Laws Related to Traffic Rules and Challans

Chapter 14: Law Related to Cyber Crime and Online Fraud

Chapter 15: Consumer Rights and E-Commerce Laws

Chapter 16: Domestic Violence & Protection Laws

Chapter 17: Steps in a Civil Court Case in India

Chapter 18: Websites and Apps to get Legal Advice

Chapter 19: How to Handle Lawyers

Chapter 20: Conclusion

About the Author

Other Books by Siva Prasad Bose

Sign up for Siva Prasad Bose's Mailing List

Further Reading: Property Disputes in Indian Families

Also By Siva Prasad Bose

About the Author

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Contents


[image: ]


Dedication

Preface

Chapter 1: What is Street Law?

Chapter 2: What if my Loved One has Recently Died Leaving me Property in his Will: Inheritance Law

Chapter 3: What if my Neighbor is too Noisy or Trespassing on my Property: Tort Law

Chapter 4: What if a Company Refuses to Repair my Mobile Phone Despite my Having a Warranty: Contract Law

Chapter 5: What if I am Discriminated Against in my Job: Law of Discrimination

Chapter 6: What if I Need to Take a Loan: Law of Credit

Chapter 7: How to Register my Marriage: Law of Marriage

Chapter 8: What if I am Fired Unfairly from my Job: Labor Law

Chapter 9: What if Someone Tries to Defame me: Law of Defamation

Chapter 10: What if Someone Makes a False Statement in Court: Law of Perjury

Chapter 11: Transparency: Right to Information Law

Chapter 12: How to File an FIR and Deal with the Police

Chapter 13: Laws Related to Traffic Rules and Challans

Chapter 14: Law Related to Cyber Crime and Online Fraud

Chapter 15: Consumer Rights and E-Commerce Laws

Chapter 16: Domestic Violence & Protection Laws

Chapter 17: Steps in a Civil Court Case in India

Chapter 18: Websites and Apps to get Legal Advice

Chapter 19: How to Handle Lawyers

Chapter 20: Conclusion

About the Author

Other Books by Siva Prasad Bose

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Dedication


[image: ]


This book is dedicated to the constitution of India, which is the source from which all laws in India derive. 
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Law touches every aspect of our daily lives, yet many in India remain unaware of the laws that govern and protect them. From workplace rights to consumer protection, from inheritance disputes to online fraud, understanding the law is essential for navigating modern society. 

This book is designed to be a practical guide to the everyday legal challenges that people face. Whether it’s dealing with unfair dismissal from a job, filing an FIR, understanding traffic rules, or protecting yourself from cybercrime, this book aims to demystify the legal landscape and provide you with the knowledge you need to make informed decisions. 

In the USA, there is a book and initiative called “Street Law” that is used to teach youngsters about relevant laws that may apply to them. This book is in a way inspired by that and brings a similar approach to India. Our goal is to bridge the gap between complex legal language and real-world scenarios, offering clear, actionable insights into how the law works in various situations. By equipping yourself with legal knowledge, you not only protect your rights but also contribute to a society where fairness and justice prevail. We hope this book serves as a useful companion in your journey to legal empowerment.
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Chapter 1: What is Street Law?
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Street law is everyday law. It is the law that is applicable to people 'on the street'. Millions of us are affected by the law on a daily basis but are unaware of the applicable Indian laws and hence cannot take advantage of it when we need its protection. For example, if we are dismissed from our job arbitrarily and unfairly, we may not be aware that there are labor laws applicable on basis of which we can be protected from unfair dismissal. That is why it is important for all of us to be aware of how the law affects us. 

1.1 What is law?

The question “what is law” has troubled people for many years. An entire active field of study known as "jurisprudence” (the study of law and legal philosophy) is devoted to answering this question. Many definitions of law exist. Laws can be defined as the rules and regulations made and enforced by the government that regulate the conduct of people within a society. Rules made and enforced by the government are called laws. The government makes laws that affect almost every aspect of daily life.

Every society that has ever existed has recognized the need for laws. These laws may have been unwritten, but even the pre-industrial societies, such as ancient and medieval India, had rules to regulate people’s conduct. Without laws, there would be confusion and disorder. A democratic system of government cannot function effectively unless its laws are respected. In other words, society must be based on the “rule of law”. This means that all members of society must follow the law and it should be applicable equally to all. 

1.2 Law and values

Laws generally reflect and promote a society's values. Our legal system is influenced by our society's traditional ideas of right and wrong. Laws against murder, for example, reflect the moral belief that killing another person is wrong. 

Street law is law that has been of practical use in everyday life. Daily activities such as making a purchase (contract law) marriage and divorce (marriage law such as Hindu Marriage Act or Special Marriage Act), crime (criminal law) or traffic violation places citizens face to face with the law. Street law is designed to provide one the understanding of legal issues and the ability to analyze, evaluate and in same situation resolve legal disputes. 

Street law addresses general problems in the areas of criminal justice, torts, consumer laws, family law and so on. It helps us to learn what to do if we become a victim of crime, when and how to select an attorney, the legal rights and responsibilities of parents and children, how to advocate for change in our community, how to solve problems without going to court and what to do about discrimination and other violations of our constitutional rights. It is designed to help us become better and more active citizens committed to basic human rights and freedoms. 

1.3 Law Making in the Supreme Court of India

The law declared by the supreme court shall be binding on all courts within the territory of India [Article 141 of the Indian constitution].

Binding force of supreme court decisions: All courts in India are bound to follow the decisions of the supreme court [AIR 1955 Nagpur 293].

The law laid down by the Supreme court of India is binding on all lower courts and tribunals [AIR 1995 SC 1349]. Where the supreme court has stated that the law laid down in a particular case is the applicable law, the high court cannot consider or rely on any supposedly conflicting decision. If the Supreme Court contradicts the law declared in another case, the previous law stands overruled. [1998 8 SCC 275]. 

The general principle of law laid down by the supreme court is applicable to every person including those who were not parties to the order [1996 11 SCC 261]. The right of the state to change its policy from time to time under the changing circumstances cannot be questioned though it may deviate from the judicial pronouncements of the supreme court [AIR 1998 SC 1703]. Parliament may by law confer on the Supreme court the power to issue directions. 

1.4 India’s New Criminal Laws (2024)

In a landmark reform of India’s criminal justice system, three new laws came into force on 1 July 2024, replacing the colonial-era statutes that had governed Indian criminal law for over 160 years. These new laws are:

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (BNS) – replaces the Indian Penal Code (IPC), 1860. It has 358 sections (as against 511 in the IPC), introduces new offences such as organized crime and terrorism, and places greater focus on crimes against women and children.

Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS) – replaces the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), 1973. It has 533 sections and introduces citizen-friendly procedural reforms, including Zero FIR (which allows filing an FIR at any police station regardless of jurisdiction), e-FIR filing online, defined timelines for investigation and trial, and forensic investigation as mandatory for serious offences.

Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023 (BSA) – replaces the Indian Evidence Act (IEA), 1872. It has 170 sections and modernizes evidentiary law by recognizing electronic and digital records as primary evidence, and updates the framework for admissibility of forensic and scientific evidence.

These new laws apply to offences committed on or after 1 July 2024. Offences committed before that date continue to be governed by the old IPC and CrPC. Throughout this book, references to IPC sections or CrPC sections should be understood in this context: where a matter arises after 1 July 2024, the equivalent BNS or BNSS section will apply. Readers are encouraged to verify the corresponding section numbers in the BNS/BNSS/BSA when dealing with recent matters.

1.5 Conclusion

Understanding street law is the first step toward legal awareness in everyday life. It empowers individuals to protect their rights and navigate legal situations confidently. In the next chapter, we will explore how inheritance laws apply when a loved one passes away, ensuring that property and assets are distributed fairly and legally.
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