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       Introduction

      This chronology reconstructs, year by year, the evolution of the city of Ferrara – the city of the Este family, of the Renaissance, and of an urban history unique in the European landscape – from its origins to the contemporary age.

      The work offers readers a broad and layered view of the city’s historical development, intertwining local events with the major political, institutional, and cultural processes that have shaped Italian history.

      Alongside the facts directly concerning the administrative, economic, and social life of the city – from the Chamber of Commerce to the Chamber of Labour, from municipal elections to the activities of the Academy and the University, up to the transformations of the Palazzo della Ragione and the shifts in political regimes – the volume also includes national events that influenced Ferrara’s destiny: legislative reforms, institutional changes, wars, governmental measures, and regulatory innovations.

      To provide a more complete and well‑documented picture, the work also includes the full texts of the most significant documents for local history, offering readers a direct and verifiable source.

      Certain types of content are organized into dedicated thematic sections – Arts & Culture, Buildings & Architecture, Books & Publishing – allowing readers to follow more easily the cultural, artistic, and architectural development of the city.

      The volume concludes with an extensive, curated webography gathering digital resources on Ferrara, its institutions, associations, and cultural bodies, useful both for personal study and as a research tool.

    
  
    
      
        
      

       c. 222 BC

      This date marks the earliest evidence of the existence of Forum Alieni.

    
  
    
       69

      The classical historian Tacitus mentions a Forum Alieni, likely the initial settlement of the future city of Ferrara, near which the forces of Emperor Vitellius clashed with those of his rival Vespasian.

    
  
    
       c. 310

      Around this year, refugees fleeing Ferrara seek shelter in Voghenza.

    
  
    
       330

      The earliest record of the presence of the first Bishop of Voghenza, Oldrado (or Otrado), appointed by Pope Sylvester, dates back to this year.

    
  
    
       331

      Julius holds the office of Bishop of Voghenza.

    
  
    
       364

      Leo holds the office of Bishop of Voghenza.

    
  
    
       388

      The Po Valley is struck by a severe famine.

    
  
    
       390

      Agathon holds the office of Bishop of Voghenza.

    
  
    
       431

      Virginius holds the office of Bishop of Voghenza.

    
  
    
       442

      Marcellinus holds the office of Bishop of Voghenza.

    
  
    
       462

      John holds the office of Bishop of Voghenza.

    
  
    
       494

      Marcellus holds the office of Bishop of Voghenza.

    
  
    
       525

      George holds the office of Bishop of Voghenza.

    
  
    
      
        
      

       536–540

      A period of rapid climatic cooling occurs due to a dust veil triggered by a volcanic eruption, causing widespread crop failures and famines across the Northern Hemisphere.

    
  
    
       545

      Mauricinus holds the office of Bishop of Voghenza.

    
  
    
       548

      Mauricinus leaves the office of Bishop of Voghenza.

    
  
    
       560

      Victor holds the office of Bishop of Voghenza.

    
  
    
       587

      The church of Santa Maria di Bocche is founded.

    
  
    
       604

      According to tradition, the Exarch of Ravenna founds the city of Ferrara.

    
  
    
       608

      Martin holds the office of Bishop of Voghenza.

    
  
    
       611

      Saint Leo II holds the office of Bishop of Voghenza.

    
  
    
       620

      Saint Leo leaves the office of Bishop of Voghenza.

    
  
    
       657

      The church of the monastery of San Giorgio becomes a cathedral.

    
  
    
       680

      Justinus holds the office of Bishop of Voghenza.

    
  
    
       688

      The enclosed convent of San Silvestro is founded in the locality of Pioppa, after a Ferrarese noblewoman regained her sight through holy water during the Mass of Saint Maurelius.

    
  
    
      
        
      

       694

      
         Buildings & Architecture

        The "walls of Exarch Smaragdus" are constructed.

      
    
  
    
       698

      15 August: A pontoon bridge is built by the inhabitants of Ferrariola to escape the persecutions they are facing.

    
  
    
       709

      Until this year, the Po River flowed as a single branch directly below Ferrara; it now splits into a two-branched configuration.

    
  
    
       732

      The church of San Tommaso is built.

    
  
    
       750

      The Lombard King Aistulf conquers the city, alongside Comacchio.

    
  
    
       c. 753

      The oldest surviving document–a Lombard charter issued by Aistulf–dates back to around this year, in which the city is explicitly named Ferrara.

    
  
    
       754

      Pepin's Franks cross the Alpine passes to enter the Italian peninsula, defeating Aistulf and forcing him to 'restore' the former Byzantine territories to the Pope. This event recurs in 756.

    
  
    
       772

      The Lombards under King Desiderius conquer Ferrara.

    
  
    
       773

      Summer: Charlemagne and the Franks march down into Italy against the Lombards and King Desiderius.

    
  
    
       774

      June: The Franks conquer the city of Pavia, the Lombard capital, and capture King Desiderius. Following a grant by Charlemagne, the city of Ferrara enters the papal sphere of influence and is placed under the jurisdiction of the Archbishop of Ravenna.

    
  
    
      
        
      

       781

      Charlemagne issues the Capitulary of Mantua, introducing a single metallic standard for public coinage and decreeing that every count within the kingdom must maintain his own notary office.

    
  
    
       816

      The Council of Aachen is held, imposing communal life upon the clergy of capitular churches.

    
  
    
       825

      Lothair issues the Edict of Corteolona, which mandates the establishment of cathedral chapters and regulates the structure of education within them.

    
  
    
       832

      In Pavia, Lothair enacts a law regulating the activities of notaries within the kingdom.

    
  
    
       847

      The church of San Tommaso is consecrated.

    
  
    
       853

      The church and monastery of San Bartolo Aguscello are established either this year or in 998.

    
  
    
       860

      Justinus holds the office of Bishop of Voghenza.

    
  
    
       866

      Emperor Louis II issues the Constitutio de expeditione Beneventana, dividing the Kingdom of Italy into 16 missi (envoys) tasked with mobilizing military forces.

    
  
    
       c. 870

      The monastery of San Bartolomeo is founded during these years.

    
  
    
       874

      29 January: The earliest record of the existence of the Abbey of Pomposa appears in a letter sent by Pope John VIII to Emperor Louis II. Meanwhile, a hospital for the sick is opened near the church of Santa Giustina (the present-day Via Garibaldi).

    
  
    
       880

      The earliest evidence of commercial activity involving Ferrarese merchants (ferrarienses) with Venice is recorded in a treaty enacted by Charles III (Charles the Fat).

    
  
    
      
        
      

       881

      Viator holds the office of Bishop of Voghenza. Pope John VIII tasks Viator, along with the bishops of Bologna, Mantua, and Vicenza, with resolving the dispute between the bishops of Verona and Trento.

    
  
    
       900

      Otto I unites the Regnum Italicum (Kingdom of Italy) with the Kingdom of Germany.
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