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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Andy Warhol (1928-1987) was a painter, graphic artist filmmaker, and leader of the Pop Art movement. He also produced a significant body of film work, including the famous Chelsea Girls. Equally well known in the late Sixties and early Seventies as resident host at his studio, the Factory. Andy Warhol died following gall bladder surgery, in New York on the 22nd February 1987. As Warhol said: ‘I never think that people die. They just go to department stores.’
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PREVIEW

Everybody has their own America, and then they have the pieces of a fantasy America that they think is out there but they can’t see. When I was little, I never left Pennsylvania, and I used to have fantasies about things that I thought were happening in the Midwest, or down South, or in Texas, that I felt I was missing out on. But you can only live life in one place at a time. And your own life while it’s happening to you never has any atmosphere until it’s a memory. So the fantasy corners of America seem so atmospheric because you’ve pieced them together from scenes in movies and music and lines from books. And you live in your dream America that you’ve custom-made from art and schmaltz and emotions just as much as you live in your real one.

But what’s happened with TV in the last decade or so has really taken a lot of the mystery out of the parts of America that you don’t get to much, or maybe never will. Now, with cable and satellite dishes, it’s all just there to see every day. The people on the farms can turn on TV and see the clubs in New York, and the people in the clubs in New York can turn on the TVs and watch the grass growing out in the country.
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Everybody can see how the other half lives, and maybe all this extensive coverage of everything is making people more satisfied to be where they are (it’s doing that to me), because now the mystery and romance of the faraway places are pretty much gone. I guess it could work the opposite way too; that it depends on the person and what they’ve got going for them and how they feel about it.

[image: Collage depicting a nude model on a shell-shaped prop and a skater posing in a stance that mirrors The Birth of Venus, alongside Sylvester Stallone standing outdoors with his upper body exposed.]
I’m the type who’d be happy not going anywhere as long as I was sure I knew exactly what was happening at the places I wasn’t going to. I’m the type who’d like to sit home and watch every party that I’m invited to on a monitor in my bedroom.

I think the more information you get, the less fantasy you have. Or, maybe with more information, you just have more details to build more fancy fantasies on.

It’s the movies that have really been running things in America ever since they were invented. They show you what to do, how to do it, when to do it, how to feel about it, and how to look how you feel about it. When they show you how to kiss like James Dean or hook like Jane Fonda or win like Rocky, that’s great.

I wish somebody great would come along in public life and make it respectable to be poor again. Because you don’t hear about “poor but honest” any more. It’s like when you see somebody’s poor you think, “They’re poor because they couldn’t make it in the marketplace,” and we put a price tag on intelligence and talent, which really shouldn’t have any. It should be okay to be an impoverished scholar without people wondering why you aren’t making money. It should be okay to work on things that they won’t pay you for, because that’s how inventions happen and things progress.

I keep waiting—like everybody else is—for a really great person in political life. I watch TV on Sunday mornings to look for politicians that I could like, but all I see are guys scared to lose their jobs just trying to talk for thirty minutes without getting fired.

What happened to all that talk a few years ago about repairing the American “infrastructure”—getting people out to rebuild the roads and bridges that are falling apart? A lot of good ideas just seem to fade away. Like in the sixties they were always talking about a new way of living where the entire American work force would be staggered into three shifts of eight hours apiece. To relieve the congestion and make the traffic lighter. So America would be working around the clock, and you’d be getting mail twenty-four hours a day, and the country would never go to sleep. You were going to be able to pick your own work hours. But now, you never hear about it.
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With government regulations you can manipulate anything you want. So what I don’t understand is why every time an underdeveloped country starts to get developed, the first thing they do is manufacture knickknacks and send them over here. I mean the stuff like musical toilet paper dispensers and calculator pens. Who gets them started making these things? Why don’t they show them how to be self-sufficient foodwise? Because then they wouldn’t have to worry about exporting all these things in order to make enough money to buy food.

It ends up that we’re sending guns and food to the world, and the world is sending us doodads. And we’re feeding places that could be feeding themselves if they weren’t putting all their effort into making little pieces of junk. And meanwhile, our farmers are using all these drugs in the soil, and the topsoil is getting worn out. I heard that two hundred years ago, there was something like two feet of topsoil here, and today there’s only six inches. And when the topsoil is gone, you starve. So what’s going to happen when it’s gone and all we have in the stores are T-shirts “made in Macao” and radios “assembled in Grenada”?

One of the great things in American cities today is not having all that much money but having so much style that you can get into any place for free. Free parties, free drinks, free food—you just need the right attitude, the right clothes, and being clean. The last is the most important, and ironically, the people who need to freeload the most—the homeless people who live on the streets—don’t meet any of these requirements. And it’s a bad circle for them because the longer they’re out on the street, the crazier and dirtier they get, and the less fit for work they get, so then they really can’t get a place to live. And they get so dirty from not even having a place to take a shower that they start to smell, even if they’ve been spot washing wherever they could. And when it gets to that point, they start kicking them out of the restrooms where they’ve been going to do that little bit of washing—say, in the good department stores. So then they start going to the public libraries, but after a few more months they smell too bad for even the libraries, and they’ve only got the bus and train stations left, and at that point their condition is about as low as it can get.
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This is why I think that the most important thing the government should do for people with no place to live is build huge modern bathhouses where you could go and have both a shower and a washer-dryer to get you and your clothes clean at the same time. And there’d be a time limit, or otherwise people would start living in there. And they’d be built so you could just hose them down after each usage, and then the people would be clean and back at the point where they can mingle with everybody else again. Because if you can’t mingle at all, that’s when you really get nutty.
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I love that idea of hosing things down—rooms where there’s no dusting, no waxing, no vacuuming, just hose it down. I wish they’d build movie theaters with a big ditch in front of the first row so you could just turn on the hoses when the movie’s over and swoosh down the sticky floors and sweep it all out through the ditch. Just like a barn.

I know that it’s not supposed to be polite to say “America” when you mean the United States. In school they tell you that it’s insulting to all the other countries in North and Central and South America when the United States of America calls itself “America,” because where does that leave them? But I don’t care if Venezuela or someplace gets upset. We’re the states who thought of uniting into the best country in the world, and we’re the only country that thought of making the word part of our name. Brazil doesn’t call itself “Brazil of America.” So we’ve got a right to call ourselves “America” for short, anytime we want. It’s a beautiful word, and everybody knows it means us.
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WINDOW SHOPPING

Looking at store windows is great entertainment because you can see all these things and be really glad it’s not home filling up your closets and drawers.

And if you don’t have much money and it makes you depressed to see all the stuff you think you want, just go to the wholesale districts where the signs say “No Retail” and try to buy something and have the stores kick you out.

Buying things in America today is just unbelievable. Let’s say you’re thirsty. Do you want Coke, Diet Coke, Tab, Caffeine-Free Coke, Caffeine-Free Diet Coke, Caffeine-Free Tab, New Improved Tab, Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, Pepsi Light, Pepsi Free, Root Beer, Royal Crown Cola, C&C Cola, Diet Royal Crown Cola, Caffeine-Free Pepsi, Caffeine-Free Diet Pepsi, Caffeine-Free Royal Crown Cola, Like, Dr. Pepper, Sugar-Free Dr. Pepper, Fresca, Mr. Pibb, Seven-Up, Diet Seven-Up, orange, grape, apple, Orelia, Perrier, Poland, ginger ale, tonic, seltzer, Yoo-Hoo or cream soda? Do you want pineapple, papaya, guava, peach, coconut, apple, orange, strawberry grapefruit, pink grapefruit, cherry-apple, apple-strawberry, grape, piña colada, sparkling apple or Juicy Juice? Do you want any of this fresh-squeezed? Do you want one of the fifty varieties of malteds, the twenty kinds of frozen fruit shakes, the fifteen kinds of coffee or the thirty kinds of tea?
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And not only are there all these choices, but it’s all democratic. You can see a billboard for Tab and think: Nancy Reagan drinks Tab, Gloria Vanderbilt drinks Tab, Jackie
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[image: Dolly Parton smiles with one arm around Andy Warhol, who wears glasses and holds a Polaroid camera, as they pose together for a portrait.]
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