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Well.

| can promise you I'm not exaggerating when | say
that | floated. | absolutely and positively floated
with happiness. | floated to work, | floated home,

| floated for every waking moment, and in fact I'm
still floating now.

Over the course of the following weeks and
months | was interviewed and Garfield Minus
Garfield was reviewed in many publications,
including (you guessed it): Rolling Stone magazine,
The New York Times, The Washington Post, and Time
magazine (the Dalai Lama was on the front page,
Jon and | were near the back, | guess that's okay).
Jon took me on a trip to all the places I've always
wanted to go to, and he’s still doing it, every day.

Now, thanks to the awesome generosity and
humor of Jim Davis, Garfield Minus Garfield is a
book, and I'm absolutely honored to be part of it.
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I'd just like to say thanks to Jim Davis and Jon
Arbuckle for bringing a little bit of magic and a
lot of laughs into my life, and hopefully, within
the pages of this book, they will do the same
thing for you, too.

Dan Walsh
July 23,2008
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The Internet Sensation—now in book form!

Garfield s Garfield

With a Foreword by Dan Walsh, creator of www.garfieldminusgarfield.net
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Foreword by Dan Walsh

When | was a kid,

| loved Garfield.
Gathered in my little
bedroom was a pretty
impressive collection
of books, toys, and
posters. Like many
children of my gen-
eration, | wanted to
bejust like Garfield—
lazy, sarcastic, lasagna loving, Monday hating,
cynical but under it all, a darn good guy. And | did
a pretty good job, apart from the lasagna bit; we
were more about the potatoes in my lovely Irish
household.

Inevitably | became a teenager, and | realized that
while it was definitely fun to be just like Garfield,
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well, girls just didn’t seem to go for lazy, sarcastic,
lasagna-loving, Monday-hating, cynical guys.

| guess Garfield had the same problem. So for a
while my Garfield fascination took a little rest
while | chased girls, grew my hair long, wore far
too many earrings, and bought my first guitar.

The years passed, and somehow | never became
arock star, | never made it into Rolling Stone mag-
azine, or The New York Times, or The Washington
Post, or Time magazine. Heck, it got so bad that

| actually had to get myself a regular job. With a
tie. And a haircut! What was going on with the
world?! How could this be?!

Pretty soon | was working hard every day, com-
ing home and waiting for the phone to ring.
I'd sit around my apartment, finding more and
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and | began to find out firsthand just how much
people identified with Jon:“It’s like looking in a
mirror,” “He reminds me so much of myself,"and
even “Thank you. My post-teenage angst and
disquietude has never quite felt so at ease with
a comic.”

Without a doubt the most heartwarming fan
mails | received were from people suffering
with bipolar depression. Of all the fan mail that
arrived, these were the most appreciative and
touching. One said:

| just wanted to write and say that your strip is genius.

I think that it is very special and portrays suburban
isolation due to bipolar/depression/mental illness so
accurately that it’s almost scary. | have been dealing with
bipolar and depression for the past five years and am just
now coming out of a three-year period of Jon Arbuckle’s
frighteningly similar lonely and sad existence. Some of the
strips portray EXACTLY some of the thoughts and feelings
and actions | had over that period of time. Just wanted
you to know and keep up the good work!

Go Jon!

It was around this time that magic things started
to happen. As Garfield Minus Garfield's popularity
grew, it attracted the attention of the mainstream
media. One particu-
larly charming and
TASTE YOUR TONGUE ? persuasive journalist
convinced me to pro-
vide an interview and
@ reveal my identity —
Z, | agreed on provision
that she check with
her lawyers what they
thought of the strip.

HOW COME YOU CAN'T

Well, instead of doing that, this particular journal-
ist asked Jim Davis what he thought of the strip.
Oh dear! As it turned out Jim was an occasional
visitor to the site, and he called it “an inspired
thing to do!” He then went on to thank me for
enabling him to see another side of Garfield.
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more ingenious ways to entertain myself with-
out blowing my paycheck: watching bad movies,
drinking lots of coffee, making catastrophic
attempts at calling girls for dates (don't even
go there), and playing my guitar when no one
wanted to listen (it was almost as

if it was some kind of badly tuned
accordion .. ). In fact, my life was
very, very similar to a certain Mr. Jon
Arbuckle’s: Jon Arbuckle was kind of
lonely, disheartened, crazy, disillu-
sioned, and, well, just like me.

Jon played by the rules. He worked
hard, he was kind to his neighbors,
he put in some effort to impress the
ladies (come on, those suits, the plaid, the yel-
lows, the vibrant reds, the, um, gorilla costumes,
ten out of ten for effort | say), and yet, where
was the payoff? Why were we at home alone
watching bad movies on the weekends? When
was something fun and exciting going to hap-

pen in our lives? Why did our hair look so bad? Where
did our goldfish keep disappearing to? In fact, |
discovered that if Garfield wasn't in the strip at all,
then Jon and | were like kindred spirits. Constantly
lamenting the passing of our youth, pondering all
those missed opportunities, wonder-
ing if we'd ever get a date, crying into
our cereal (come on, it was a Monday),
putting socks on our heads for fun....

| started to remove the cat from

the strip sometime around the
beginning of 2008 and found it a
curiously fascinating and compelling
experience. The results were both
absolutely hilarious and instantly
recognizable. | wasn't just looking and laughing at
Jon’s existential angst, | was laughing at myself and
my family and my friends.

Soon | found | just couldn’t stop myself; it was like
scratching dozens of those lottery scratch cards
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every day and winning every time. Some of the
results made me think, some made me sad, some
made me titter, and some made me laugh until
tears streamed down my face. It was so totally and
utterly and perfectly hilariously depressing!

The funny thing is Jon has always been talking to
himself. Garfield never really answers because

his replies are always just thoughts. Have a look.
It's true! Jon has always been telling us these
things; it’s just that with Garfield there you've
been getting distracted from the truth: Jon needs
some help!

When [ first began erasing Garfield from the com-
ics and posting them on garfieldminusgarfield.net,

| thought a few of my friends might get a laugh
from it. It seemed pretty funny to me (having said
that — just like Jon — I'm a pretty odd person),
and | was sure my friends would get the joke,
too. So every day I'd post a few strips and a few
people would visit. Then something strange and
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MAVYBE I'LL

o slightly scary hap-
MONKEY!

pened: One day
1,500 people visited
the site.“Okay,’|
thought, “no reason
to panic. Jim Davis
probably wasn't one
of them; tomorrow
things will go back
to normal” However, the next day 15,000 people
visited, the next 50,000, then 100,000, then
200,000, then half a million a day!

It's difficult to get across just how exciting and
absolutely terrifying the Garfield Minus Garfield
explosion was. Most days | was as nervous as a
fern in Garfield’s hungry path. But some good
friends gave me advice and support and | kept
the site running, thinking any day Jim Davis
would send that inevitable cease-and-desist order.
In the meantime the fan mail started arriving,





