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    Introduction



    Claudius was the ruler of the Roman Empire from 41 CE to 54 CE. His reign
    would prove to be one of the longest of the time even though his rise to
    the throne did not come without opposition. Virtually no-one in Claudius’
    family wanted to see him become emperor—only when he turned out to be the
    last surviving man of the Julio-Claudian dynasty did he ascend to the
    throne.



    Although Claudius had been disregarded early on because of his physical
    disabilities, he turned out to be an able and efficient leader. Bringing
    some well-needed stability to the realm after his predecessor Caligula’s
    short and tyrannical reign, Claudius did a lot for his capital and
    provinces in terms of public works. For example, he was responsible for
    creating and restoring highly important aqueducts throughout the Roman
    Empire. The water these aqueducts supplied was used for public baths,
    households, fountains, and latrines as well as for farming, milling, and
    mining operations. Claudius also made a significant contribution to the
    advancement of infrastructure in Italy, building roads and canals to
    facilitate the transportation of people and goods across the land.



    Under Claudius’ rule, the Roman Empire significantly expanded its
    territories for the first time since Augustus had been in power. New
    provinces were brought under Roman rule, and the Roman conquest of Britain
    was initiated. Claudius also increased the number of Romans. A census
    conducted in 48 CE showed an increase of about one million male
    citizens—many of whom lived in Roman colonies and had been granted
    citizenships by Claudius.



    Having been married four times, Claudius’ judgment appears to have been
    clouded when it came to love affairs. Claudius’ last wife, Agrippina, would
    eventually become his undoing when she poisoned him to allow her son to
    overtake the throne.



Chapter One



    Born to Be Cast Out



    “He is a bigger fool even than my son Claudius.”



    —Antonia



    Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus was born on August 1, 10 BCE
    to his father, Nero Claudius Drusus, and his mother, Antonia the Younger.
    Antonia gave birth to her baby boy at Lugdunum in Gaul (modern-day France);
    Claudius would turn out to be the first Roman emperor ever to have been
    born outside of Italy. Claudius’ grandparents on his mother’s side were
    Octavia the Younger, who was reigning Emperor Augustus’ sister, and Mark
    Antony. That made Claudius the great-great-grandnephew of Julius Caesar and
    part of the gens Claudia, one of the most prominent patrician
    houses in Rome.



    Claudius shared his home with two older siblings, Germanicus and Livilla.
    Germanicus would grow up to become a well-known and popular general of the
    Roman Empire after he led his men to victory in many military campaigns. He
    was eventually adopted by his uncle, Tiberius, who would succeed Augustus
    as emperor. Germanicus developed a strong political career early on in his
    life. As a Roman general, he was respected and admired. Many Romans
    considered him to be the ideal Roman, even after he died from illness in
    Antioch on October 10, 19 CE.



    Livilla was Drusus and Antonia’s only daughter and their middle child.
    Remarkably beautiful and very ambitious, she married twice and was
    suspected of poisoning her second husband, Tiberius’ son, to death. It was
    also reported that Livilla did not like her younger brother, Claudius, in
    the least. She publicly denounced him and said that she wished a different
    fate for the Roman people after she heard that he might be the emperor of
    Rome one day. Livilla’s opinions of Claudius were not much different from
    those of the rest of the family. Drusus died when Claudius was just one
    year old, leaving the boy to be raised by his mother, Antonia. Upon her
    husband’s death, Antonia’s relationship with her son would soon deteriorate
    beyond repair.



    At some point in Claudius’ early childhood, he became very ill. The illness
    left him with some rather unbecoming afflictions, including partial hearing
    loss, a noticeable stutter, and a limp. As Claudius grew older and his
    ailments became more and more evident, the family became embarrassed by
    him. Claudius’ physical disabilities not only made him an easy target for
    cruel jokes, but it also gave his family the impression that he was
    dim-witted and unfit for public life. Antonia even went so far as to
    describe her son as “a monster, a man whom Mother Nature had begun work
    upon but then flung aside.”



    Modern historians and scholars have expressed their different speculations
    as to what could have caused Claudius’ symptoms. The speculations are based
    on the descriptions given in ancient historians’ writings, such as those of
    Suetonius, in which Claudius’ tics and unusual behaviors are detailed. Some
    suggest that he had cerebral palsy. Others argue that perhaps he suffered
    from Tourette syndrome. Of course, neither of those were known conditions
    in ancient times.



    Ignorant of the fact that Claudius was suffering from a condition, Antonia
    and the rest of the family blamed laziness and lack of willpower for his
    various symptoms. Antonia found what she saw as her son’s lack of
    discipline more and more intolerable the older he grew and eventually
    turned Claudius over to his paternal grandmother, Livia. Livia, who raised
    her grandson for several years, had a slightly higher tolerance for
    Claudius and the way he acted, but she too had issues with his personality
    and appearance. She had trouble looking him in the face and even went as
    far as to say that she “prayed aloud that the Roman people might be spared
    so cruel and undeserved a misfortune,” as a response to the prediction that
    her grandson would one day be the Roman emperor.



    Although many in Claudius’ immediate family saw him as nothing more than an
    embarrassment and a failure, other people were able to see past his
    disabilities. Ancient historian Cassius Dio had this to write about
    Claudius and his mental state: “In mental ability he was by no means
    inferior, as his faculties had been in constant training (in fact, he had
    actually written some historical treatises); but he was sickly in body, so
    that his head and hands shook slightly.” Legend has it that when Claudius
    was eight years old, playing in the garden with his siblings, several
    eagles started circling in the sky above the children. They fought over an
    injured wolf cub, which then fell from the eagles’ grasp straight into
    Claudius’ arms. This was seen as a sign that Claudius would one day protect
    Rome in a time of need.



    Once in his teenage years, Claudius’ symptoms that had gotten him cast
    aside were beginning to lessen. The family took notice of the changes and
    slowly started seeing some potential in the young man. As Claudius showed a
    great interest in scholarly subjects, he was put under the tutelage of
    Livy, an avid historian. Livy would prove to be hugely influential in
    Claudius’ life. History would become one of his biggest passions, and he
    ended up writing several historical books. By the time he was in his late
    teens, Claudius’ academic abilities and oratory skills were really starting
    to shine, and the expectations for his future were beginning to broaden.



Chapter Two



    A Historian and a Husband



    “Say not always what you know, but always know what you say.”



    —Claudius



    Being entrusted with very few responsibilities, Claudius had a lot of time
    on his hands during his teenage years and early twenties. Under Livy’s
    encouragement, he used this time to write avidly on historical and
    political topics. Unfortunately, Claudius would receive a lot of backlash
    for his writings. Historians of the time generally avoided topics covering
    the Roman Republican era which preceded the beginning of Emperor Augustus’
    reign. Claudius, however, did not take such precautions. He decided to
    write a pamphlet in defense of Cicero, a Republican politician and orator
    who had been killed on orders of the Second Triumvirate. Augustus had,
    together with Mark Antony and Marcus Aemilius Lepidus, formed part of this
    Triumvirate before he became emperor.



    Claudius also started working on a history of the Roman Civil Wars. His
    account seems to have been either too honest or overly critical of
    Augustus, and at his family’s urging Claudius was forced to abandon this
    type of politically-charged writing. However, he had already damaged his
    reputation enough that any kind of political advancement under Augustus
    would be impossible.



    In the years leading up to his entrance into politics, Claudius made a
    couple of attempts at getting married, which initially proved unsuccessful.
    The first time he was supposed to get married, the girl’s family was
    disgraced on the political front, so the betrothal was canceled. Since
    Claudius had great political aspirations, marrying into a family that
    suffered political disgrace was not an option. His second attempt ended











Conclusion



    Claudius was often portrayed as an awkward, disfigured, and clumsy man.
    Cast out by his own family as a boy, he was utterly detested by his mother.
    No-one ever expected that the boy that was used as the comparative standard
    for stupidity would become the emperor of Rome. Yet, he did.



    As he got older, Claudius’ afflictions seemed to lessen somewhat. He would
    later claim that he played up his issues because it disarmed people and
    made him appear as less of a threat to potential enemies,
    especially his nephew Caligula. Many would indeed argue that his
    afflictions, whether they were an act or not, were what kept Claudius alive
    and what ultimately elevated him to power. Claudius reigned over the Roman
    Empire for 13 years. During that time, he expanded the Empire more than
    anyone had since the reign of Augustus. He made changes and improvements in
    many different areas, such as the judicial system, transportation, games
    and entertainment, religion, and the government.



    As a person, Claudius could be generous, giving both time and coinage to
    causes he deemed worthy. Some saw him as a well-educated, efficient leader.
    Other accounts show him to be cruel and quick to anger. Claudius did
    recognize his anger problem and at one point apologized about it in public.
    Beyond that, he garnered a reputation for being easily manipulated,
    especially when it came to his wives. That trait, perhaps above all,
    remained a concern for Claudius’ government throughout his entire reign.



    Overall, Claudius made several important contributions to the Roman Empire
    during his time as emperor. He may have been too gullible, however, and in
    the end that is probably what got Claudius, the fourth emperor of the Roman
    Empire, killed.


