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4 of Wands

After breakfast, Eliot went to the greenhouse to work with the plants and get the orders started. He played music to help him work. Alice walked into the tarot reading room and stopped at the shelf. She spread the remaining cards of the special deck. She drew one and straightened up the deck.

She turned and left the room to walk up the stairs and into the room she shared with her husband. She sat down at her desk and quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She set the three different versions of the 4 of Wands out side by side. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen.

She smiled as she studied the cards. She took her notes and lost track of time. She didn’t worry about the orders or the tarot readings. She knew she could do that work after lunch without any trouble.

She didn’t stop taking notes until she heard her husband cooking in the kitchen. She set her pen down and stood up. She walked down the stairs and into the kitchen. She slipped her arms around his waist and laid her head on his shoulder.

“I’m happy to see you too.” He turned around and they kissed.

They let go. She set the table and grabbed drinks. He finished cooking and served them. They sat down to eat together.

He asked, “What is the card of the day?”

“4 of Wands.”

“The last of the minor arcana.”

Madeline appeared in the kitchen. “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is the best of home and hearth, the warding off of evils, romance, unexpected happiness, prosperity, peace, tranquility, the achievement of a dream that leads to wealth and/or happiness, country life, a rest after a struggle, association, friendship, group, collectiveness, common interests, homecoming, celebrations, family, friends, or reunions.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is a false sense of security, uneasiness, even in the face of full security, never being sure of what one has, ruthlessly holding onto possessions, or happiness diluted by subconscious inhibitions.”

Madeline nodded. “Of course you know what to do now.”

Alice smiled. “Get another card tomorrow and study it.”

Madeline smiled and disappeared.

Eliot said, “So, just six major arcana cards left.”

“Uh, huh. It’s a great feeling to know I’m near the end.”

“I bet.” He paused to eat more. “So, this 4 of Wands, could it refer to a wedding?”

“Yes, it could. There are readers who see that way.”

“Perhaps we should renew our vows today.”

She laughed. “We could do that. However, I think we better do our work first.”

“Good idea.”

They finished eating and cleared the table. They soaked the dishes in soapy water, cleaned the kitchen and put away leftovers. Then they walked to the greenhouse to deal with the orders.

He had boxes ready with labels and his part of the orders. She just had to craft more toiletry items. They both had to craft their back stock. He went in search of the plants they needed and she finished crafting the toiletry items. Clients came and went for their small orders.

The delivery person arrived just as Alice was sealing up the boxes. They accepted the boxes with a smile and left a few packages for Alice and Eliot.

“Wow, your business is picking up again. Are you two okay with this?”

Alice nodded. “Yeah, we can handle this. I’ve got some tarot clients today too. Not many, but that’s fine for now.”

The delivery person smiled and left. Eliot came back and he and Alice crafted their back stock. They were cleaning the greenhouse when the first tarot client stopped by.

Alice stepped out of the greenhouse. “Are you here for a tarot reading?”

The client nodded. Alice led them into the house and into the tarot room. She selected a deck. They both sat down and she shuffled the deck.

The client sighed. “Well, I just received some bad news. So, what now?”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—Page of Swords, 5 of Cups and 6 of Swords. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see someone has been spying on you and that’s how you received the bad news. You’re so upset, that it’s hard to see there’s still good in your life. Once you see the good, you will naturally move to calmer and safer waters.”

The client blinked. “Oh? So, it’s not all bad for me right now?”

Alice shook her head. “No, it’s your feelings that are blinding you right now. However, once your mind accepts that, your feelings can subside and you’ll feel better. There’s hope in spite of the bad news. This will pass.”

The client smiled. “Thank you. I guess I just needed a reminder.”

Alice smiled and led them out of the house. She found the next client waiting. She led them into the house and into the tarot reading room. They sat down and Alice shuffled the cards.

The client blinked and wrung their hands. “Well, I’m nervous. I feel tempted and not sure what will happen now.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—the Devil, the Tower and Temperance. She blinked as she studied the cards. “Oh, I see you’ve been tempted and now something is breaking down as a result. We all get tempted from time to time. It’s perfectly normal. I know the Tower can seem scary when things break down, but usually it’s because there is something wrong with our beliefs. We have to change and rebuild and we can do that. After this rebuilding, you will be balanced and grounded as you weren’t before.”

The client gaped. “Oh, wow. I didn’t see that coming. So, I just have to go through this upheaval until I find my balance.”

Alice nodded.

The client smiled. “Thank you. I will do my best.”

Alice led the client out and found the next one ready to go. She led them into the tarot reading room and they sat down. Alice shuffled the deck.

The client said, “I’ve been working too hard lately and wondering what will come of it.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—10 of Wands, 2 of Swords and Ace of Wands. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you have being doing a lot lately. However, you’ve been handling it fairly well. As a result, you are balanced, but blind to your options. Once you let the blindfold fall, then you will see a new beginning. One in which will lead to new action. There’s something you’re going to change in your life for the better.”

The client nodded. “Thank you. That makes me feel better. Perhaps I won’t work so much in the future.”

Alice nodded and led them out of the house and led the next client into the tarot reading room. They sat down and Alice shuffled the cards.

The client said, “I’ve met someone and not sure what will happen as a result.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—King of Swords, 2 of Cups and the Empress. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you’ve met someone highly logical and grounded. This is leading to a partnership with them. As a result, I see a new creative project which you both will like.”

The client raised an eyebrow. “Oh? Could there be a baby as a result?”

Alice smiled. “Certainly, there could be a baby, if there is romance.”

The client sighed. “I see. If we do have a baby, we will have to get creative.” They smiled.

Alice said, “Well, that can happen too. I’ve heard of others having to get creative when they have babies to take care of.”

The client continued, “Actually, it’s not bad. Just wasn’t expecting a baby now, but I know it could happen.”

Alice nodded. “Well, good luck with that. I’m sure it will be alright. It just takes time to take care of a baby without losing too much sleep.”

The client said, “I’ll keep that in mind. Thank you.”

Alice led them out of the house and walked back inside. Eliot gave her a hug.

“Let’s check on what the cats need and then go to the attic.”

“Okay.”

She gave the cats more food and water. He cleaned out their litter boxes. Then they went back to the tarot reading room to get some incense. They walked upstairs to the attic with Klio and Klia following close behind.

Madeline, Mr. Flowers and James were all sitting around talking.

James said, “Madeline, you’ve adjusted to being a ghost so well. I’m impressed.”

Mr. Flowers said, “I’ve noticed too. How do you manage?”

Madeline shrugged her shoulders. “Well, I don’t know some days. I guess I knew I was going to die and I’ve been talking with you two. It didn’t seem so bad to be a ghost before my body died. Now, I know it’s not bad at all.”

Eliot’s uncle appeared in the attic. “Hello, everyone. Madeline, you’re a ghost now?”

Madeline nodded. Eliot lit the incense.

Eliot said, “Alice, are you ready?” He held out both hands to her.

She accepted them. “Alright, let’s renew our vows.”

“Meow! Meow!”

The ghosts all smiled, watched and listened as Alice and Eliot renewed their vows from their wedding.

“Alice, are you still happy with me? Care to stay married to me?”

She nodded. “Eliot, are you still happy with me? Care to stay married to me?”

“Of course.”

They kissed. The cats wrestled and the ghosts cheered.
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