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To the believers whose names never appeared in headlines.

To the pastors who kept preaching.

To the parents who kept teaching their children about Christ.

To the prisoners who remained faithful in darkness.

To the men, women, and children who lost everything rather than deny Jesus Christ.

The world may never know their names.

Their Lord does.
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“Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.”

Revelation 2:10 · ESV

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Kim Wojcinski is a former investigator and investment banker, educator, and a USA Bestselling Author.

Over the course of his career, he has spent thousands of hours studying systems, institutions, incentives, human behavior, and the forces that shape individual and societal decisions. His work is known for combining investigative analysis, historical research, plain-language communication, and a commitment to examining difficult subjects with clarity and honesty.

Although his professional background spans finance, investigations, and education, his deepest interest has always been the pursuit of truth. That pursuit has led him to write extensively on faith, culture, personal responsibility, biblical literacy, and the challenges facing Christians in an increasingly hostile world.

In The New Martyrs, Wojcinski turns his attention to one of the least discussed realities of the twenty-first century: the persecution of Christians around the globe. Drawing upon documented accounts, historical evidence, eyewitness testimony, and the experiences of believers living under extraordinary pressure, he examines the cost of following Christ where faith is opposed, restricted, or punished.

His writing seeks not merely to inform but to encourage readers to think critically, stand courageously, and remain faithful to their convictions regardless of circumstance.

He lives in the United States, where he continues to write, teach, and advocate for truth, faith, freedom, and personal responsibility.

AUTHOR’S NOTE

Many Christians living in the West assume martyrdom belongs to another era.

They think of Rome. They think of Nero. They think of lions in the Coliseum. They think of the early church.

They think of history.

They are wrong.

At this very moment, Christians around the world are being imprisoned for owning a Bible. Pastors are being arrested for preaching the Gospel. Churches are being burned for gathering believers. Families are being threatened for refusing to abandon their faith.

Some will lose their homes. Some will lose their freedom. Some will lose their lives.

Most of their stories will never appear on the evening news. Many Christians will never hear their names.

This book exists because they should not be forgotten.

The men and women in these pages lived in different countries, spoke different languages, and came from different cultures. What united them was a shared conviction that Jesus Christ was worth following regardless of the cost.

Some paid that cost with their lives.

Others continue to pay it every day.

Their stories deserve to be known. Their sacrifices deserve to be remembered. Their witness deserves to be honored.
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The Story Nobody Told You

The first man never saw the attackers coming.

He had finished leading a worship service. Families were talking. Children were laughing. People were preparing to return home.

Then the shooting started.

Within minutes, lives had ended, families had been shattered, and another Christian congregation had joined a growing list of churches marked by bloodshed.

Thousands of miles away, a young woman sat in a prison cell. Her crime was not theft, not violence, not fraud. She had chosen to follow Jesus Christ.

In another country, a pastor disappeared. In another, a church was demolished. In another, a family fled into the night after receiving threats from neighbors who had once called them friends.

Different nations. Different languages. Different cultures. One common reality.

They suffered because they were Christians.

Most believers in free societies will never experience these conditions. Many are unaware they exist. Yet millions of Christians around the world live with pressures, dangers, restrictions, and consequences few Western believers can imagine. Some worship underground. Some meet in secret. Some spend years in prison. Some die.

This book tells their story.

Not because they are victims. Because they are witnesses.

The word martyr comes from a Greek word meaning witness.

The men and women you are about to meet witnessed something they believed was worth more than comfort, freedom, safety, reputation, possessions, and, in some cases, life itself.

The question this book explores is not merely why they suffered. The deeper question is why they remained faithful when suffering arrived.

Welcome to the story of the New Martyrs.
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The New Martyrs
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She had been picking berries.

That is how it started.

It was a hot afternoon in a field in Punjab, Pakistan. A group of women were working together, and Asia Bibi — a Christian wife and mother of five — drew water from a nearby well and offered some to her coworkers.

They refused.

She was a Christian. In their view, her hands made the water unclean.

Words were exchanged. Accusations followed. Within days, a mob had gathered outside her home. The charge was blasphemy — a crime that carries the death penalty under Pakistani law. Asia Bibi was arrested, tried, and convicted. She was sentenced to death by hanging.

She spent the next nine years on death row.

Her crime was not violence. It was not theft. It was not fraud.

She had offered water to a thirsty woman. She had defended her faith when attacked. And she had refused to convert to Islam to save her life.

Her case eventually drew international attention. Appeals were filed. Protests erupted — not in her defense, but demanding her execution. The lawyer who took her case received death threats. The governor of Punjab, who called for her release, was assassinated by his own bodyguard. The minister of minorities who spoke in her defense was shot dead in broad daylight.

Asia Bibi was eventually acquitted by Pakistan's Supreme Court in 2018. She and her family fled the country under threat of death and were granted asylum in Canada.

She survived.

Most do not.
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The Word Nobody Wants to Use

Before we go any further, we need to address something directly.

The title of this book will make some people uncomfortable. The word martyr sounds extreme. It sounds ancient. It sounds like the kind of language used by people who see persecution everywhere — who mistake inconvenience for oppression and cultural friction for genuine suffering.

That reaction is understandable. And it is wrong.

The discomfort people feel with the word martyr is not a sign that the reality is exaggerated. It is a sign that the reality has been successfully hidden.

The word martyr comes from the Greek word martys. It means witness. A martyr is someone who bears witness — and pays for that witness with their life.

That definition is not theological language. It is not the language of religious zealotry. It is the language of history, law, and documentation.

And by that definition, the world is producing martyrs at a rate that should shock every person alive.
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What the Numbers Actually Say

In 2023, the organization Open Doors — which has documented Christian persecution for more than seventy years — reported that more than 360 million Christians worldwide live in places where they experience high levels of persecution and discrimination simply for practicing their faith.

360 Million

Christians living under high levels of persecution or discrimination — more than the entire population of the United States.

That number is not a projection. It is not an estimate drawn from sympathetic sources. It is based on documented data collected from more than sixty countries by researchers who track arrests, church closings, physical attacks, forced conversions, and killings.

In the same reporting period, Open Doors documented more than 5,600 Christians killed for faith-related reasons in a single year. That is more than fifteen people every day. More than one every hour and a half.

5,600+

Christians killed for faith-related reasons in a single year — more than fifteen every day.

Pew Research Center, which is not a Christian organization and has no theological stake in the outcome of its findings, has consistently ranked Christianity as the most persecuted religion in the world by number of countries in which its adherents face harassment and legal restriction.

The United States Commission on International Religious Freedom has listed North Korea, China, Iran, Pakistan, Nigeria, and a dozen other nations as countries of particular concern — nations where Christians face imprisonment, torture, and death at the hands of governments or armed groups that operate with state acquiescence.

These are not fringe sources. These are among the most credible research institutions in the world. And their findings tell the same story.

Christian persecution is not a historical relic. It is a present-tense global emergency.
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The Geography of Suffering

The persecution of Christians today is not random. It follows geography, ideology, and power.

In North Korea, the regime of Kim Jong Un treats Christianity as an existential threat to the state. Owning a Bible is grounds for imprisonment in a labor camp. Gathering to pray is a crime. Christians who are discovered are not merely arrested — they are disappeared. Their families are taken with them. Defectors who have escaped describe underground believers who memorize Scripture in secret, who baptize new converts in rivers in the middle of the night, who pass handwritten pages of the Gospel from household to household because printed copies do not exist.

In China, the Communist Party has waged a sustained campaign against house churches — the unregistered congregations that refuse to submit to state control. Churches have been demolished. Crosses have been torn from buildings by government order. Pastors have been imprisoned for years. Children are legally prohibited from receiving religious instruction. The state has gone so far as to commission new translations of the Bible that align the text with Communist Party doctrine — replacing the teachings of Christ with the teachings of Xi Jinping.

In Nigeria, the jihadist group Boko Haram and the affiliated Islamic State West Africa Province have carried out mass killings of Christian communities in the country's Middle Belt region for years. Villages have been burned. Churches have been bombed during Sunday services. Farmers have been slaughtered in their fields. In some areas of northern Nigeria, Christian communities have been effectively erased — not by migration but by murder.

In Pakistan, blasphemy laws are wielded as weapons against Christian minorities. An accusation — even a false one — is enough to destroy a life. Mob violence follows arrests. Judges who acquit defendants face assassination. The accused are often held in solitary confinement for their own protection while awaiting trial, as crowds outside the courthouse demand execution.

In Iran, conversion from Islam to Christianity is treated as apostasy — a crime punishable by death. House church leaders are arrested in nighttime raids. Converts are interrogated, pressured to recant, and imprisoned. Those who refuse face years in some of the harshest prisons in the world.

In India, Hindu nationalist groups have carried out hundreds of attacks on Christians in recent years — burning churches, disrupting services, assaulting pastors, and pressuring tribal communities to abandon Christianity through a practice known as ghar wapsi, or homecoming, which forces converts to publicly renounce their faith.

Different countries. Different ideologies. Different methods.

The same target.
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Why You Haven't Heard About This

At this point, a reasonable person might ask a reasonable question.

If this is real — if hundreds of millions of people are suffering, if thousands are dying every year, if governments are imprisoning pastors and burning churches — why don't I know about it?

It is a fair question. And the answer is uncomfortable.

Part of the answer is geographic. Most of the persecution described in this book happens in places that Western media covers poorly or not at all — rural Nigeria, remote provinces of China, the underground networks of North Korea. Journalists cannot operate freely in these places. Information is controlled, suppressed, or simply never generated in a form that reaches international newsrooms.

Part of the answer is political. Christian persecution does not fit neatly into the narratives that dominate Western media and political discourse. It does not implicate the governments or ideologies that receive the most scrutiny. It does not generate the same moral urgency in editorial offices that other forms of persecution generate. When Christians are the victims, the story is somehow easier to ignore.

Part of the answer is institutional. The organizations that track and document Christian persecution — Open Doors, Voice of the Martyrs, Release International, CSW — are faith-based organizations. In certain media and academic contexts, that origin is treated as disqualifying. Their documentation is rigorous. Their researchers operate in dangerous environments. But because they are Christian organizations reporting on the persecution of Christians, their findings are sometimes dismissed as advocacy rather than journalism.

And part of the answer, it must be said, lies within the Western church itself.

Many Christians in free societies have simply never been told. Their churches do not teach it. Their pastors do not preach it. Their small groups do not discuss it. The suffering of believers on the other side of the world has never been made real to them — and so it does not exist in any practical sense.

The persecuted church is not asking for sympathy. It is asking to be known.

This book is an attempt to answer that request.

––––––––
[image: ]


A Definition Worth Defending

Let us return to the word — martyr.

The early church used this word carefully. It was not applied loosely. A martyr was a specific kind of person — someone who had been given the opportunity to save their life by denying Christ, and who refused.

That definition still fits.

Asia Bibi was given the opportunity to convert. She refused.

The pastors imprisoned in Iran are given the opportunity to recant. They refuse.

The house church leaders in China are given the opportunity to register with the state and submit to party oversight. They refuse.

The Christians in northern Nigeria who survive attacks are given the opportunity to flee, to abandon their villages, to stop gathering for worship. Many refuse.

This is not stubbornness. It is not fanaticism. It is the same conviction that produced the martyrs of the early church, the Reformation, and every century in between.

The conviction that Jesus Christ is Lord. That he is worth following. That no government, no court, no mob, and no executioner has the authority to demand otherwise.

The men and women you will meet in this book are not relics of another era. They are our contemporaries. They are alive — or they were alive until recently — in the same world we inhabit. They check their phones. They love their children. They worry about their futures. They are not extraordinary people in any obvious sense.

Except for this: when the moment came, they did not deny him.

That is what a martyr is.

And the world is full of them.
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The chapters that follow will take you to the places where this is happening. They will introduce you to the people who are living it. They will examine the governments and ideologies driving it. They will ask the questions that this reality demands.

But before we go there, it is worth sitting for a moment with what has already been established.

Christianity is the most widely persecuted religion on earth. Hundreds of millions of believers live under daily threat. Thousands die every year. Their stories are largely untold.

That is not hyperbole.

That is the record.

And it belongs to all of us.
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Why You Haven't Heard Their Stories
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On a Sunday morning in April 2019, suicide bombers walked into three churches and three luxury hotels in Sri Lanka and detonated their vests simultaneously.

Two hundred and sixty-nine people were killed. Hundreds more were wounded. It was one of the deadliest terrorist attacks in Asia in decades. The targets were chosen deliberately — Easter Sunday, the holiest day of the Christian calendar, in a country where Christians are a minority.

The story received significant international coverage for several days.

Then it disappeared.

No sustained investigation. No ongoing accountability. No long-form documentary series. No annual remembrance in major Western outlets. The victims were mourned briefly, and then the news cycle moved on.

Compare that to other acts of mass violence in the same era. Some received years of sustained coverage. Books were written. Films were made. Anniversaries were observed. Memorials were built and revisited season after season.

The Sri Lanka Easter bombings targeted Christians specifically, on their holiest day, in coordinated attacks carried out by an Islamist terrorist cell. The death toll was catastrophic.

Ask most people today what happened in Sri Lanka on Easter Sunday 2019.

Most will not remember.
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The Silence Has a Shape

The silence around Christian persecution is not random. It is not simply the result of limited news bandwidth or the natural difficulty of covering events in distant places.

The silence has a shape. It follows patterns that are consistent enough, and repeated enough, to demand an explanation.

When Christians are persecuted in closed societies — North Korea, China, Iran — the silence is partly explained by access. Journalists cannot operate freely. Information is suppressed. The stories simply do not escape.

But when Christians are persecuted in places where journalists can operate, where cameras are present, where documentation exists — the silence requires a different explanation.

That explanation involves media culture, ideological bias, institutional incentives, and a failure of the Western church itself. Each of these deserves an honest examination.
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The Media's Blind Spot

Journalism is a human institution. Like all human institutions, it carries assumptions, preferences, and blind spots that shape what it covers and how.

One of those blind spots involves Christianity.

In the newsrooms of major Western media organizations, Christianity — particularly conservative, traditional Christianity — is frequently treated as a political identity rather than a religious one. It is associated with a particular demographic, a particular set of political positions, and a particular cultural location. That association shapes how stories involving Christians are framed, and whether they are covered at all.

When the victims of violence or oppression belong to groups that fit the prevailing narrative of vulnerability and marginalization, coverage tends to be robust, sustained, and empathetic. When the victims belong to groups that do not fit that narrative — or that are actively associated with the opposing side of cultural and political debates — coverage tends to be thinner, shorter, and more qualified.

Christians, in the calculus of much Western media, occupy an awkward position. They are simultaneously the majority religion in the West, associated in the public mind with political power and cultural dominance, and the most persecuted religious group in the world by number of countries where they face systematic oppression.

Those two realities coexist. But they are rarely held together in mainstream coverage.

It is easier to cover the persecution of a group when that group fits the narrative of the powerless. Christians, in the Western imagination, are not powerless. That assumption is costing lives.

The result is a coverage gap that has real consequences. When the world does not hear about the Christians being imprisoned in Eritrea, the house churches being demolished in China, the families being slaughtered in Nigeria — the pressure that might otherwise be applied to governments and armed groups is never generated. Silence enables impunity.
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The Problem of the Messenger

There is a second reason the stories of persecuted Christians do not reach mainstream audiences, and it is one that deserves honest acknowledgment.

The organizations that document Christian persecution most rigorously are, for the most part, Christian organizations.

Open Doors was founded by a Dutch missionary. Voice of the Martyrs was founded by a pastor who survived Romanian communist prisons. Release International, Christian Solidarity Worldwide, Barnabas Aid — all are explicitly faith-based organizations whose mandate is to serve the persecuted church.

Their researchers operate in dangerous environments. Their documentation is meticulous. Their methodology is transparent. Their findings are consistent with the findings of secular organizations such as Pew Research Center and the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom.

But in the culture of mainstream journalism and academia, the origin of a source shapes how it is received. A report from a Christian advocacy organization on the persecution of Christians is treated with a degree of skepticism that would not be applied to a comparable report from a secular human rights organization on the persecution of a different group.

The assumption — rarely stated but consistently operative — is that Christians reporting on Christian suffering have an agenda. That the data may be inflated. That the framing may be skewed.

This assumption is not applied consistently. No one suggests that Jewish organizations documenting antisemitism have a conflict of interest. No one implies that LGBT advocacy groups overstating the dangers faced by LGBT individuals in hostile countries. The source is not treated as disqualifying in those cases.

It is treated as disqualifying in this one.

The effect is to suppress some of the most credible documentation of human rights abuses being produced anywhere in the world.
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The Political Inconvenience

Christian persecution also suffers from a problem of political inconvenience.

The primary drivers of Christian persecution around the world are Islamic extremism, Communist authoritarianism, and Hindu nationalism. In the current political climate of Western democracies, each of these presents its own complications for coverage and advocacy.

Documenting the role of Islamist ideology in the persecution of Christians in Nigeria, Pakistan, Somalia, or the Middle East risks being characterized as anti-Muslim bias. That characterization — and the professional and social consequences that can follow — creates a chilling effect on coverage.

Documenting the role of the Chinese Communist Party in the systematic suppression of house churches and the imprisonment of pastors risks complicating diplomatic and economic relationships that powerful interests on all sides of the political spectrum prefer to protect.

Documenting the role of Hindu nationalist groups in attacks on Christian communities in India risks being dismissed as Western interference in the internal affairs of a democratic ally.

Each of these complications is real. None of them justifies the silence.

The test of a free press — and of a functioning human rights community — is not whether it covers suffering when that coverage is politically convenient. The test is whether it covers suffering when it is not.

145 Countries

Nations in which Christians face some form of persecution, discrimination, or legal restriction — according to the most recent Open Doors World Watch List.

That number represents more than seventy percent of the countries on earth. In the majority of the world, being a Christian carries legal, social, or physical risk.

That story has not been told with anything approaching the urgency it deserves.
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The Failure Closer to Home

But the silence is not only a failure of the media.

It is also a failure of the church.

The Western church — prosperous, free, and largely comfortable — has, for decades, failed to adequately communicate the reality of persecution to its own members. This is not a minor oversight. It is a significant failure of the body of Christ toward itself.

The New Testament does not treat the suffering of believers in one part of the world as irrelevant to believers in another. The Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians that if one part of the body suffers, every part suffers with it. He wrote to the Hebrews to remember those in chains as if you were their fellow prisoner. He wrote to the churches of Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi, and Colossae — communities scattered across a hostile empire — and his letters knit them together into a single body with a shared identity and a shared fate.

That theology has practical implications. The church in America, Britain, Australia, and Western Europe is not a separate institution from the church in North Korea, Nigeria, Iran, and China. It is the same body. What happens to one part of that body is the concern of every other part.

The persecuted church does not need the Western church's pity. It needs its awareness, its prayer, and its voice.

Instead, in many Western congregations, the persecuted church is a footnote — if it is mentioned at all. It appears occasionally in missionary updates, in the prayer requests of para-church organizations, in the occasional special offering. It rarely occupies the sustained attention of pastors, teachers, and church leaders.

The reasons for this are not malicious. They are practical and human. Pastors are busy. Congregations have immediate needs. The suffering of believers in distant countries is hard to make vivid and present in a Sunday morning service. The competing demands for attention are real.

But the effect is the same as the media silence. The persecuted church remains unknown to the people who should be most invested in knowing it.
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What Silence Costs

Silence has consequences.

When the persecution of Christians goes unreported, unacknowledged, and unaddressed, several things follow.

Governments that persecute Christians face no international pressure to stop. The diplomatic cost of imprisoning pastors, burning churches, and executing converts is effectively zero when those actions are invisible to the international community. Silence is not neutrality. It is a subsidy for the persecutors.

Christians in dangerous environments lose a layer of protection. Documented cases — cases that have been reported by journalists, raised by human rights organizations, and taken up by foreign governments — are harder to disappear than undocumented ones. Publicity is a form of protection. Silence removes it.

Western Christians lose something as well. They lose the ability to accurately understand the world in which they live and the global reality of the faith they profess. They are left with a Christianity shaped entirely by their own comfort and freedom — a Christianity without cost, without sacrifice, and without the testimony of those who have borne both.

That is a diminished Christianity. And it produces diminished Christians.

The men and women whose stories fill this book are not only asking to be helped. They are asking to be known. They are asking the church that shares their faith, their Scripture, and their Lord to look at what they are enduring and not look away.

This book is an attempt to honor that request.

The silence ends here.

––––––––
[image: ]


In the chapters that follow, we will go to the specific places where Christian persecution is most severe. We will meet the people who are living it. We will examine the systems and ideologies driving it.

But first, we need to understand the world in which these believers live — the places on earth where following Christ is most dangerous, and what it costs to do so.
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The World's Most Dangerous Places to Follow Jesus
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There is a list published every year that most Christians have never seen.

It is called the World Watch List. It is produced by Open Doors, an organization that has monitored Christian persecution in closed and hostile countries for more than seventy years. Every January, it ranks the fifty countries in the world where Christians face the most severe persecution.

It is not a list that generates headlines. It is not discussed in most churches. It does not trend on social media. It does not prompt statements from heads of state.

But it is one of the most important documents produced anywhere in the world each year, because it maps the geography of suffering with precision that few other sources can match.

The countries at the top of that list are not surprises to anyone who has studied the subject. They are the same countries that appear year after year — the same regimes, the same ideologies, the same patterns of violence and suppression.

What is surprising is not which countries appear on the list. What is surprising is what life actually looks like inside them for the men and women who refuse to stop following Christ.

This chapter is about those places. Not as abstractions. Not as geopolitical categories. But as the actual environments in which real people try to live their faith.
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NORTH KOREA

The most dangerous place on earth to be a Christian

North Korea has ranked number one on the World Watch List every single year since the list was first published in 2002. No other country comes close.

To understand why, you have to understand what North Korea is.

It is not merely an authoritarian state. It is a totalitarian theocracy — a country in which the ruling Kim family has been elevated to the status of gods, in which loyalty to the Supreme Leader is not merely a political obligation but a quasi-religious one. The state does not merely demand obedience. It demands worship.

In that context, Christianity is not simply a foreign religion. It is a competing claim to ultimate authority. The Christian who says Jesus is Lord is making a statement that directly contradicts the foundational ideology of the North Korean state. That statement is treated accordingly.

60,000–70,000

Estimated number of Christians currently imprisoned in North Korean labor camps — the most severe in the world.

The camps are not prisons in any conventional sense. They are places of systematic torture, starvation, forced labor, and death. Defectors who have survived them describe conditions that are difficult to read and impossible to forget. Christians who are discovered face not only imprisonment but the imprisonment of their entire families — parents, children, siblings — for three generations.

The three-generation punishment is deliberate. It is designed to destroy not only the individual believer but the network of relationships through which faith might otherwise be transmitted.

Despite this, the underground church in North Korea survives.

Defectors report that believers meet in groups of two or
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