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            TILL THE STARS COME DOWN
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            Notes

         

         A forward slash (/) marks the point at which the next speaker interrupts.

          

         Dialogue in parenthesis marks a character saying something out loud but to themselves.
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               Act One

            

         

         The roar of hairdryers.

         Rollers, make-up bags, mirrors, big cans of hairspray and mugs of tea litter the living room. We are in the house of Tony Stone. His three daughters – Hazel, Maggie, Sylvia – have taken over and are getting ready for the big day. Hazel is blowdrying Sylvia’s hair. Maggie is setting her own rollers with a hair dryer. Sarah, Hazel’s younger daughter, is building a spaceship out of Lego-like pieces. A wedding veil hangs.

         
            Hazel (sniffs the air) I can smell burning.

            Leanne, Hazel’s elder daughter, appears with cordless straighteners on the go.

            Leanne I’ve got a spot.

            Hazel Well, don’t squeeze it. (Calls.) Dad? Crumpets are burning! Leanne, go and …

            Leanne I’ve got a spot!

            Maggie We can put some concealer.

            Hazel (calls) Dad?

            Sarah When is my hair being done?

            Hazel Not yet, go and check on your grandad.

            Sarah leaves.

            Sylvia I don’t think I can eat anything.

            Hazel You’re going to have to, you’ve had no breakfast. (To Maggie.) She was being sick when I got here. (To Sylvia.) And a glass of milk will line your stomach. 4

            Maggie I was shaking the morning of my wedding.

            Hazel Which one?

            Maggie (obviously) To Barry: my first. (To Sylvia.) It gets easier.

            Hazel She’s not planning on gaining your expertise.

            Maggie I meant throughout the day.

            Leanne How many times have you been married, Aunty Maggie?

            Maggie Four, but only to three husbands.
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