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        Sometimes you can’t tell from a cover or blurb what a romance is about, how sexy it is, or if it’s something you’re going to want to read. If you land on this page in the sample, I hope this helps you.

      

        

      
        The topics and themes found in this story encompass the following subjects:

      

        

      
        Christmas romance, Santa, Elf, billionaire hero, steamy romance, happily ever after, HEA, holiday romance, romantic comedy, contemporary romance, later in life romance, romance over 30, military heroine, romantic suspense, friends to lovers, rekindled romance, and more…
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        This book is for all my romance readers. I’m hoping you find a little “mistletoe madness” of your own.
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        She wanted a dancing naked Santa. What she got was her best friend falling in love with her.

      

        

      
        Radio talk show host, Eve Kingston, would have said her neighbor down the street was one of her best friends in the world.

      

        

      
        After a simple kiss under the mistletoe, Sam now says he wants to sleep with her. Eve thinks maybe she wants to see Sam dancing naked in a Santa hat. Madness has obviously taken over both of them.

      

        

      
        Will either of them get their crazy wish for Christmas?
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      When the music faded away, Eve leaned closer to her mic.

      “Season’s greetings to all you Lexitonians bravely commuting home in the cold. The thermometer at my house showed twenty-three before I came to work. It looks like we’re going to have a cold holiday this year in Kentucky, even if not a white one. In case you're just tuning in to listen, I’m Evelyn Jade and you’re listening to Delight After Dark. We have a new caller on the phone with us and she has a burning romance question that might warm us up. Hello, Cassie. Tell our listeners about the dilemma you’re facing.”

      “Hi, Evelyn. Thanks so much for talking to me. I’m calling into your show because someone I considered a good friend recently told me he was in love with me. Now he wants us to date like a regular couple. I don’t know what to do. We’ve known each other for years and this is the first time he’s said anything remotely intimate to me.”

      Eve chuckled softly. “I don't understand. How is this a problem, Cassie? Is your friend a nice guy worth dating?”

      “Oh, yes... he’s a great guy. I just never thought of him that way before. This is driving me crazy. Has anything like this ever happened to you?”

      Eve laughed at the question as much as the absurdity of it happening to her. “No, Cassie. It has never happened to me. But rather than talk about my boring life during your time, let me ask a question about your new dating dilemma to help our listeners out. Is there any love magic between you and your friend?”

      “Love magic? What do you mean?” Cassie asked.

      Eve grinned when she heard disbelief as well as confusion in her caller’s reply. “Love magic, Cassie. As in, does his touch make you weak in the knees? Does his kiss make you want him? Or is the man destined to never be more than just a friend because there’s simply no chemistry between you?”

      When the silence went on for too long, Eve groaned a little and drew out the sound to fill the airwaves. In her fifteen years hosting live radio shows, she had learned that any sound was better than no sound when you were on the air.

      “Silence is not a good sign, Cassie. I want to remind you that you can tell us the truth about your feelings. No one knows you or your friend here at Delight After Dark. We take special care to make sure callers’ true identities are kept secret. But real help can only happen if the Delight After Dark listeners know what’s honestly going on in your situation.”

      “It’s just that I really like my friend and I don’t want to hurt him,” Cassie said quietly.

      Eve breathed out a long breath and groaned again for dramatic effect. “That doesn’t sound very promising in the romance department. You know that, don’t you, Cassie?”

      Eve heard her caller sighing and knew all the listeners to her show were hearing it as well. It made her smile at how the person on the phone almost always answered their own question before other listeners ever got involved. Cassie wasn’t very interested in dating her friend. However, reality did not make a good show. Showing the process of making a decision did.

      “Cassie, in case you’re wondering, we’re still waiting for your answer,” Eve said firmly.

      “My friend is very handsome and extremely nice. Any woman he asked would want to date him. But why would he want someone like boring old me when he could have any woman he wants?”

      “Hold on now. Didn’t you say he confessed to being in love with you? That has to count on the plus side, doesn’t it?” Eve demanded.

      Silence again.

      “Cassie?” Eve prompted.

      Eve heard her caller take a deep breath.

      “Yes. Yes, he said he was in love with me.”

      Eve smiled. “Then I think you have to go with trusting his words. Now tell us—do you date other men?”

      “No. Not yet. I take care of myself physically, so I do get asked out occasionally. I’ve been divorced for two years, but just haven’t been interested enough in anyone to date since then,” Cassie explained.

      “I can certainly relate to the non-dating thing,” Eve said. “It takes a long time for some of us to be motivated to let someone new into our life. Sounds like your friend is not that intimidating though. Are you attracted to your friend, in a way that makes getting closer an idea worth pursuing? If you’re a long time fan of our show, you’ll have heard many listeners saying that without the initial chemistry, a relationship is just not worth pursuing.”

      “I’m forty-four, Evelyn. How is someone my age supposed to recognize chemistry? I’ve always thought he was an attractive man. I just never thought of us as a matched set. Our kids are in band together—high school band. We serve on the same committees. Sometimes he comes to hang out at my house when our kids visit, but . . . I don’t know. Dating is different. That’s why I’m calling.”

      “Tell you what, Cassie. Let’s take some calls and see if anyone listening has faced this problem. In the meantime, I’m going to queue up the first song dedication of the evening. This one is for Nina from Frederico. They’re celebrating their eighteenth wedding anniversary today. Congratulations, Nina and Frederico. Staying together is a huge accomplishment and one you definitely should celebrate. We’ll be back in a few minutes with more songs and maybe some help for Cassie. I’m Evelyn Jade and this is Delight After Dark. Please stay with us.”

      When she cut to the song, Eve swung the boom microphone up and out of the way. Her phone board was lit and her show producer was already taking incoming calls.

      As a forty-seven year old widow of almost three years herself, Eve had a lot of empathy for her lovelorn callers. She just didn’t envy them. After the horrible first year of adjusting, the last two had been simple and peaceful for her. She liked her routines, her family times, and the freedom she had now to do what she wanted. When loneliness came knocking at her door these days, she pushed it away with friends. In her opinion, most of the time that was all a woman really needed. But she couldn’t say that to her caller. Could she?

      “Hi, we’re back. I’m Evelyn Jade, and in case you’re just tuning in, you’re listening to Delight After Dark. We’re still here talking with Cassie whose best male friend suddenly wants to date her. Should she change things between them? Or tell him no? Let’s hear what some of you have to say on the matter. We have Wayne on line one. Hi, Wayne. What do you think Cassie should do?”

      Eve mediated the first incoming call, and soon took two more in rapid succession. Her producer held up all his fingers, opening and curling his fists to show a multiple of five more that had her eyebrows arching. Cassie's dating dilemma was soliciting many more incoming calls than she or her producer had anticipated. Obviously, the quandary of whether or not to turn a friend into a lover was way more common than most people realized.

      Cassie's call occupied the rest of her show and filled the air waves she broadcasted on until she signed off with relief to go home.

      ***

      Later that evening Eve rushed to finish decorating the bare tree she'd been staring at and ignoring all week.

      “Mom, you're not listening to me and this is important. Are you not dating because you’re still grieving for Daddy. Or are you just not interested in sex? I hear that happens to older women and I want to know the truth so I can help you.”

      Evelyn Jade Kingston lowered the tinsel she was trying to hang on a tree branch to stare at her daughter. Two seconds ago she’d been humming along to her favorite Christmas music and counting her blessings that both her semi-adult children were coming for dinner.

      Why was she suddenly being grilled about her love life? It was something she routinely got during call-ins from her radio show listeners, but rarely from her children.

      “What brought all this on, Megan? During our discussion at Thanksgiving, you swore you were on good birth control and made me promise that we would not talk about our love lives or lack of them anymore. Have you changed your mind so soon?”

      Megan shrugged. “I guess I’m starting to worry about moving in with Nathan and leaving you here all alone. Nathan said his father is dating and his mother hasn’t even been dead for a whole year yet. Daddy’s been gone for over three.”

      Eve sighed over her daughter's summary. “Men are different, honey. They don’t really like being alone. Plus, Angeline was sick for a long time before she died. Tell Nathan to stop worrying about getting a stepmother. Sam still comes over for coffee every morning and so far he’s never brought a guest. I'll be sure and let him know when that changes.”

      Megan finished hanging the last ornament in her hand before looking at her mother. “Nathan says his dad will never find a woman he likes enough to sleep with because he’s too picky.”

      Eve laughed again, mildly uncomfortable at hearing dating gossip about a man she’d known for more than a decade. But she had to admit hearing Sam was being picky might just be the best thing she’d heard about any man in ages. She was a firm believer in being selective and waiting for real chemistry. When she talked about "love magic" on the air, she meant every word.

      “Sam’s a friendly guy which makes him a natural flirt. It’s not surprising to me that women would jump at the chance to date him. I’m sure he’ll eventually find several women he likes enough to sleep with before he settles down with just one again. That's how most men date.”

      Megan's sigh was loud. “You didn’t answer my question, Mom. We're discussing your dating goals—not Sam's.”

      Eve chuckled over irritating her daughter, but her decision to date or not was hers alone to make. “I didn’t answer on purpose.”

      She stopped decorating again when Megan put a hand on her arm. Her daughter's serious look surprised her, but private was private in her book. There were things you didn't need to share with your children, especially when you had worked it out for yourself yet.

      “Mother, this is me being serious." Megan pointed to the room's opening. "If there was a big ball of mistletoe hung in the doorway and some good-looking naked guy stood with you under it, would you let yourself genuinely kiss him back? Or would you run away from that level of personal engagement?”

      “Level of personal engagement? Where do you get this stuff? I know I don't talk like that on my show." Eve laughed when Megan growled at her. "Okay, I’ll stop teasing. The truth is that I don’t know what I would do, honey. Does the man look like Vin Diesel? Or maybe Dwayne Johnson? I need some details.”

      Megan sighed again. “No, not the guy I'm imagining, but he’s still handsome and rumored to be a good kisser. He has a great sense of humor, just like you do. Plus, I hear he really likes being naked. In fact, the naked man seems exactly your type.”

      “Well, he's tempting then, especially the naked part, but no, I probably wouldn’t kiss him back. But Megan, I’m being realistic here. Everyone in the world is looking for true love. I’m just looking more slowly than most. From what I know, people rush into relationships way too fast these days. It takes time to get to know someone.”

      Megan shook her head and waved a hand. “I’m not looking for a textbook lecture on the subject of true love. At Thanksgiving, I told you about my first time with Nathan so you would know what a great man I’m marrying. Even in Evelyn Jade’s bold world, that should qualify as an exchange of personal info. Now, answer my question—woman to woman. Can you imagine letting some guy other than Daddy kiss you under the mistletoe like it was the best thing that ever happened to either of you?”

      Eve burst out laughing and shrugged at Megan's frown. “I'm sorry for laughing, but who is this guy you keep harping about? You can’t expect me to get turned on by a fantasy about some random naked guy dancing around in a Santa hat waiting to be kissed. Rest assured, I will not be falling prey to some bad case of mistletoe madness over the holidays.”

      Megan shook her head. “There’s no real guy, Mother. It’s a rhetorical question.”
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