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GENERAL EDITOR’S PREFACE

RONALD EDSFORTH

When people learn that I study and teach peace history, they often look puzzled and ask me, “Does peace have a history?” A Cultural History of Peace is an emphatically positive response to that question. Yes, peace has a history. The original scholarly essays collected in these six volumes clearly show that peace always has been an important human concern. More precisely, these essays demonstrate that what we recognize today as peace thinking and peace imagining, peace seeking and peace making, peace keeping and peace building have long recorded histories that stretch from antiquity to the twenty-first century. All of us who have contributed to A Cultural History of Peace believe that present and future generations should have the opportunity to recognize and understand the importance of this peace history.

Very few universities and colleges had faculty who taught and researched peace history before the end of the Cold War. Even today, most professors who do peace history moved into it from other specializations in History or other academic disciplines. Most contributors to A Cultural History of Peace are professional historians, but Anthropology, Sociology, Political Science, Journalism, Art History, Religion, and Classical Studies are also represented. These fifty-six contributors work on four continents in thirteen different countries. Their participation in this project tells us that peace history has earned a global recognition in academia that not so long ago was unimaginable. Their essays build upon prior scholarship, but they also introduce new research and new interpretations. As a whole A Cultural History of Peace highlights our humanity, something that has been for too long overshadowed in history by the inhumanity of war and other forms of violent conflict. Pursuing answers to new and seldom asked questions, these collected essays expand our knowledge of when, how, and why people in the past pursued peace within their own societies and peaceable relations with people from other societies.

The South African novelist Nadine Gordimer wisely observes, “The past is valid only in relation to whether the present recognises it” (2007: 7). In other words, what happened in the past is not necessarily history. History is made when scholars produce meaningful answers to the questions they ask about the past. The past cannot change, but history can and does change when scholars ask new questions, and when they use previously undiscovered or ignored evidence to develop new interpretations of the past. Evidence of what people said or did, or said they did, are basic materials out of which scholars shape answers to questions like “Does peace have a history?” Of course, to answer this particular question about the past, we must have in mind some definition of peace. Like most people we probably immediately think of peace as not war, a classic definition that describes peace in negative terms, as an absence of the type of violent conflicts that still loom so large in popular histories and stories about the past. The American psychologist and peace activist William James succinctly summed up this common way of framing the past, simply stating, “History is a bath of blood” (1910: 1).

James’s description of history still plays well in a world that during the last century experienced the massive casualties and devastation of two world wars, genocides, and numerous civil wars, as well the fears created by transnational terrorism and still-threatening nuclear arsenals. And significantly, a bath of blood framing continues to shape the priorities of most mainstream reporting of the news from around the world—“if it bleeds it leads”—when, in fact, most people today live in zones of peace where their lives are not threatened by violent political conflict. A human being’s chances of dying in war have been historically low in this century, and in striking contrast to the peaks of worldwide violence reached during the global conflicts of the twentieth century (https://ourworldindata.org/war-and-peace; accessed December 5, 2018). Yet so accustomed are we with framing history and the present as a bath of blood, most of us have difficulty comprehending these facts. Steven Pinker recently noted this problem in the preface to The Better Angels of Our Nature: Why Violence Has Declined, saying “Believe it or not—and I know that most people do not—violence has declined over long stretches of time, and today we might be living in the most peaceable era in our species’ existence” (2011: xvi). It is not just a coincidence that the rapid growth and globalization of peace studies has happened since the end of the Cold War. Undoubtedly, some of the questions raised in A Cultural History of Peace have been influenced by the extraordinary recent decline of interstate warfare and resolution of many longstanding civil wars.

A Cultural History of Peace demonstrates that for several thousand years peace has been regarded as a highly desirable social condition, perhaps most especially when the violence and cruelty of war have been in the ascendency. Describing this collection of peace history essays as a cultural history—rather than social, political, diplomatic, or international history—is appropriate because throughout history peace has emerged from the cultures of groups, societies, and nations that developed practical ways to peaceably settle serious conflicts. Here I employ the broad environmental definition of culture that psychiatrist and classics scholar Jonathan Shay uses in his brilliant book Achilles in Vietnam: “Our animal nature, our biological nature, is to live in relation to other people. The natural environment of humans is primarily culture, not the ‘natural world’ narrowly defined as other species, climate, etc.” (1995: 207). Surely no human culture is ever truly homogeneous or free from conflicts that arise from serious differences between individuals and groups. Murder and warfare are the bloodiest ways that humans have dealt with those with whom they have serious differences. Bath of blood history foregrounds these activities when we peer into the past. Peace history does something very different. It reveals the long, unfinished task of making human cultures peaceable environments that encourage the expression of our most humane instincts: respect for all others who are human like us, and sympathy for those humans who are fearful and/or suffering.

In a remarkable book, Humanity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Century, philosopher Jonathan Glover describes respect and sympathy as “human responses” that although they are “widespread and deep-rooted” are often blocked. Frequently aggressive and cruel instincts find expression in warfare and encouragement in cultures that reserve the highest honors for warriors and their blood sacrifices. Yet clearly respect and sympathy have been absolutely necessary for the survival of our social species. Respect and sympathy are, in Glover’s words, “the core of our humanity which contrasts with inhumanity.” However, as Glover recognizes, “humanity is only partly an empirical claim. It remains also partly an aspiration” (1999: 24–5). A Cultural History of Peace presents strong evidence for the empirical claim, as well as for the aspiration. It focuses on the many people in the past who worked to establish peace within their own societies and peace with other societies by institutionalizing respect and sympathy; people who are unlikely to be highlighted as heroes in bath of blood histories.

As General Editor of this title in the Bloomsbury Publishers’ cultural history series, I have had to follow two major guidelines. The first one required six volumes of essays that follow the same chronological order as other titles in the series. Accordingly, A Cultural History of Peace is presented in volumes focused on Antiquity, the Medieval Age, the Renaissance, the Enlightenment, the Age of Empire, and the Modern Era since 1920. This chronology order is Western-oriented and something of a barrier to producing a truly global history of peace. None the less, some of the essays in the first five volumes of A Cultural History of Peace, and all the essays in Volume 6, present peace history in a global perspective. Indeed those essays show that envisioning a more peaceful interconnected world and finding ways of realizing that vision are crucial components of the complex of historical processes we call today “globalization.”

Bloomsbury’s other major guideline required the eight topical essays in each volume of A Cultural History of Peace to concentrate on identical themes in peace history. My first task as General Editor was developing the eight major themes for these collected essays. Developing the major themes was difficult particularly because I recognized that a kind of “translation” problem arises when applying modern ideas about peace to the study of peace history in earlier eras when those ideas, or at least modern formulations of them, were absent. I only started doing peace history in 1998 after two decades of teaching and writing concentrated almost exclusively on American history. Not surprisingly, I remained focused on the modern era when preparing my first peace history courses and new research projects. That focus on the modern era was reinforced by what I learned in a peace research seminar at the University of Oslo in the summer of 2007. Thus I knew that my initial selection of themes for this collection could be criticized as present-oriented. Many hours of discussion with my colleagues in Dartmouth’s History Department convinced me that this “translation” problem was not insuperable, and that after significant revision my original ideas would be viable focal points for A Cultural History of Peace.

These six volumes validate this conviction. Each one contains an introductory overview of the historical era written by its editor and eight thematic essays written by specialists. They develop the following themes: definitions of peace; human nature, peace, and war; peace, war, and gender; peace, pacifism, and religion; representations of peace; peace movements; peace, security, and deterrence; and peace as integration. This structure facilitates long views of key subjects in peace history. Anyone interested, for instance, in putting together a chronologically ordered history of how peace has been defined from antiquity to the modern era can achieve this goal by reading in order each of the first chapters in the six volumes of A Cultural History of Peace. When they do so, they will discover that the distinction between “negative” and “positive” definitions of peace that are commonly used in peace research today is useful when formulating questions about pre-modern definitions of peace. But they will also see that the modern distinction between negative peace and positive peace is a simple model that may hinder understanding the variety and richness of what people since antiquity actually meant when they spoke and wrote about peace.

How people in different times and places have understood what we usually call “human nature” has deeply influenced what they said and did about making peace and war. Human nature is, of course, a tricky term. Does it even exist? If it does, is it an endowment of fixed characteristics, or malleable and evolving? And if by human nature we mean “instinctual,” does this mean “inevitable,” or are instincts better understood as potential behaviors that have been repressed or expressed depending on environmental influences produced by particular cultures at particular times in the past? The essays in this collection that develop the theme “human nature, peace, and war” make clear that prevailing beliefs about human nature, whether faith-based or secular, have always played an essential role in how people understand what kinds of peace are possible in their imperfect material world.

Peace and war are among the most clearly gendered historical categories, as Chapter 3 in each volume of A Cultural History of Peace makes abundantly clear. It has been common all over the world for women to be regarded as “life-givers” and men as “life-takers.” Of course there are deviations from this global historical pattern. The Truong sisters of Vietnam and Joan of Arc are among the most famous transgressors of the male monopoly of military power. However, women like them have been exceptional. More commonly, women have provided material and psychological support to male warriors. And perhaps most significantly, some of them have been peace thinkers and peacemakers. Indeed, the widespread idea that peace is feminine has been a source of political legitimacy for women, not just a barrier to achieving political power.

Although pacifism in Western democracies is now usually understood as a principled and often religiously inspired refusal to engage in violence, in other historical settings people who could justify certain violent actions and some wars were still considered “pacifists” whenever they opposed militarism or an ongoing war. On such occasions the deeply subversive cultural implications of nonviolence—its resistance to the idea that history must be written in blood—have been manifest. The essays herein that develop the theme “Peace, Pacifism, and Religion” enable readers to better understand the ambiguous role of religious faith in peace history. They describe religious traditions that link faith and peace, but also ancient and enduring traditions that link religion to the promotion of war.

Since antiquity countless artists, sculptors, composers, poets, playwrights, and writers have produced representations that reflected, but also shaped, understandings of peace in their cultures. Ancient symbols of peace like the olive branch and the dove that were incorporated into religious iconography have never lost their currency, even when used by secular peace activists. Many other representations of peace created during the last two millennia have also survived. Chapter 5 in each volume presents a long history of these representations of peace. These representations have often been of peace imagined because their creators could not find real peace in contemporary political cultures. The accumulated representations of peace now form a vast and priceless cultural reservoir, much of it easily accessed via the Internet. Currently, new representations of peace are being produced deposited in this cultural reservoir every day, while old ones are revived and reconfigured by peace activists around the world.

Peace and anti-war movements have always produced and deployed representations of peace, but they have not been a constant presence in the past. Chapter 6 in each volume describes collective efforts to prevent wars, or to stop them from continuing, as well as organized opposition to militarism. Throughout history peace movements have been condemned as subversive, especially when they resisted ongoing wars authorized by political authorities. And even when they have failed to achieve peace, as they have frequently done in the past, peace movements extended the contemporary cultural bases for challenging militarism and the glorification of warfare. Peace movements have in the long run produced traditions of anti-militarist thinking that in this century are mobilized by peace activists whenever interstate warfare threatens global peace.

Today most global peace activists regard the achievement of security via the threat of force as itself a problem, partly because this kind of negative peace has so frequently broken down in the past. The six essays in this collection that explore the theme “peace, security, and deterrence” none the less demonstrate the strong and enduring appeal of this approach to peace. Although the perception problem modern political scientists call “the security dilemma” has been recognized since antiquity, the political practicality and immediately recognizable results of deterrence have almost always prevailed in the face of building threats made by military rivals. Enshrined in the modern era as a form of political realism, deterrence policy shaped the nuclear arms that saw rival superpowers each deploy tens of thousands of nuclear weapons that if used would have certainly destroyed civilization. Yet today, most national governments still equate peace with security and produce deterrence policies that create military alliances and threaten adversaries with war.

The last chapter of each volume of A Cultural History of Peace addresses a theme that many people mistakenly identify as a modern phenomenon: peace through integration, as if it must be something resembling the European Union. These chapters show that the social order imposed by expanding empires, kingdoms, and nation-states has long been proclaimed as a form of peace, even when peace was not the reason for the warfare that preceded it. Moreover, its principal beneficiaries often have identified their empires as an expanding civilization, most famously Pax Romana and more recently Pax Americana. Yet since the medieval age another kind of peace, achieved by nonviolent agreements built upon shared characteristics of identity, has been imagined, and occasionally implemented.

Christianity’s claim to be a universal church that could bring all people together in a brotherhood of Christ opened the door for identifying “humanity,” a word first used during the Renaissance. Then science, especially eighteenth-century taxonomy, provided a secular path to a similar end: the recognition that all humans are in very important ways a single unique species of life. In the modern era, threats to the continued existence of this humanity in the form of global catastrophes such as nuclear warfare and climate change have contributed to an unprecedented “species consciousness” and the claim that all humans have rights that must be respected. Unprecedented communications technologies that today allow us to see and hear people from all over the world in real time have facilitated the expansion of global peace and human rights networks. Although during the five years that A Cultural History of Peace has been in the making, politics that divide people into hostile groups have gathered strength in many countries, the long history presented in this collection suggests the cultural foundations for peace, so long in the making, will weather the present storm, and humanity will continue to make itself a global reality.



INTRODUCTION



Toward a Culture of Peace

INGRID SHARP

The period under consideration in this volume begins with the Congress of Vienna in 1815 and ends with the founding of the League of Nations in 1920, both highly significant events in forming and reflecting contemporary ideas about peace and visions for a more peaceful world order.1 Although the timing of these interventions was affected by immediately preceding periods of especially vicious and protracted warfare between the large armies of many nations, they should not be seen simply as a reaction to the utter devastation caused by the long drawn-out conflicts of the French revolutionary and the Napoleonic Wars at the beginning of the nineteenth century (1792–1815) and the Great War (1914–18) just over a decade into the twentieth. Both the Vienna Congress and the League of Nations reflected a desire to order relations between nations in such a way as to avoid future wars, and the ways in which this was conceived both reflect existing ideas, and shape the development of new approaches to war and peace throughout the intervening period. Histories are often given structure mainly by the wars and other violent events that occur during a given period, but this introduction will contextualize the different chapters in this volume by outlining the key events and ideas that influenced attitudes to peace. It will show the continuities in the way in which cultures of peace, despite the many setbacks and interruptions, gained ground and took shape in the course of the period covered. It will also show how industrial, scientific, and technological developments as well as changing social and political attitudes affect ideas about peace as much as they change the ways in which war is waged and the relationship between civilians and warfare.

The idea of structuring relations between nations in ways more conducive to a peaceful resolution of differences gained ground throughout the nineteenth century, with the rise and proliferation of groups committed to countering war both internationally and within the nation states. At the same time, technological, scientific, social, intellectual, and political developments had a significant effect on the ways in which war and peace were conducted and viewed. The development of transport—by rail and road, automobile, bicycle, and even by air—and communication allowed people and goods to move more freely and ideas to spread rapidly. The development of an international postal service enabled the exchange of ideas and maintenance of personal relationships through correspondence. The social order was profoundly affected by previous and continuing revolutionary demands for equality, fraternity, and liberty, and the first half of the nineteenth century in Europe and America is characterized by the demand for greater democracy as well as by urbanization and industrialization, although it is important to remember that most people spent the century in rural, agrarian contexts (Evans 2017: xxii). The spread of basic education produced more literate populations, providing a new readership for mass circulation newspapers. International trade was brought to popular attention through the spectacle of trade fairs in cities such as London, Paris, and Chicago from 1851 onward, which attracted large crowds including international visitors. These trade fairs showcased technological innovations and displayed national prowess through spectacular feats of engineering such as London’s Crystal Palace (1851) and Paris’s Eiffel Tower (1889).
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FIGURE 0.1:    Queen Victoria and Prince Albert inaugurating the 1851 Exhibition, Crystal Palace, 1851. Credit: Photo 12/Getty Images.


Rapid change brought huge social problems, especially for the new and rapidly expanding class of urban workers who suffered in poor housing and worked long hours in terrible conditions, while technological developments and mechanization led to the destruction of the livelihoods of whole categories of workers. Contaminated food, crowded housing, and lack of sanitation led to the spread of disease, high infant mortality, and low life expectancy. It was also a period of terrible suffering caused by famines due to changes in land ownership and farming methods, often leading to mass emigration. For example, the Irish potato famine killed a million people and led to the emigration of a quarter of all survivors (Evans 2017: 127). At the same time, working-class demands were often met by savage repression and recurring revolutions. Uprisings and brutal repressions characterized especially the first half of the century, culminating in the 1848 revolutions that brought regime change across Europe. The suppression of the Paris commune in 1871 and the brutal punishment of participants showed a continued terror of subversion and a strong but ultimately unsuccessful desire to suppress all forms of socialism. The Social Democratic Party was illegal in Germany from 1875 to 1890, after which it continued to be viewed with suspicion by bourgeoisie and nobility alike. Yet despite being handicapped by a class-based franchise, it emerged as the largest and most powerful socialist party in Europe, representing some 4.5 million voters by 1914. Subversive ideas spread as revolutionaries fled repression or were exiled from their own states and gathered in large cities, forming international groups.

Despite the many genuine problems and the vast and manifest inequalities in all aspects of life, the nineteenth century can still be seen as a period of slow, grudging, and often interrupted progress toward a culture of peace, as moving in the direction of greater awareness of the interconnectedness of humanity and of individual human rights, greater democracy, and growing concern to tackle some of the most egregious social inequalities. The desire reflected in the Congress of Vienna and the Concert of Europe to restrain the Great Powers from using force in international relations was extended by a number of innovations that suggested a desire to alleviate suffering in war by regulating its conduct and agreeing rules for the treatment of prisoners of war, civilians, and wounded soldiers. Economic as well as moral arguments were developing that sought to offer scientific evidence for the folly of conducting wars, and awareness of wars increased as mass circulation newspapers reported them as they happened. Social justice concerns such as the abolition of the slave trade and child labor had gained popularity, partly as a result of literary representations such as American Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s
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