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Chapter 1 – Forceful
Changes

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m5d2c7efc.jpg]I’m glad that I managed to get out of work
today with no one noticing. There was a project I was supposed to
finish but that can wait until tomorrow. Besides, the other guys on
the team can handle it. It’s not like my input is important. Now
that I’m back home, I throw aside my jacket and everything in my
pockets on my bed and sit down on the floor and turn on my favorite
show while browsing my phone for the next thing I want to spend my
paycheck on.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m2a838673.jpg]“Hello, Gabriella,” a monster-looking thing
says as it comes out of my TV.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_52d8b318.jpg] Startled by this thing’s appearance, I take
out the sawed-off double-barreled shotgun and shoot it only for my
shot to hit everything behind it. “What the?” I say not believing
that my shot had no effect.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m1341d00b.jpg] “Don’t be so rude. I’m your guardian
angel.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_52d8b318.jpg]“Get out of my house!” I shoot the thing
again to no effect.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m2a838673.jpg]“Aren’t you worried about all your precious
possessions?”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m5d2c7efc.jpg]“I can always buy more and repair the damage
done. If you were my guardian angel, you’d know how much money I
have.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m2a838673.jpg]“I know of your possessions all too well.
They are the reason why God has allowed me to manifest myself
today. Soon, a storm will pass by here and take all of it away, so
you better get to the basement before you are destroyed with
them.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m5d2c7efc.jpg]Before I mention that I haven’t heard
anything about a storm coming through here, the sound of thunder,
rain, and heavy winds outside. Even though it looks bad, I’m not
worried. I prepared my house for this and my house should be strong
enough to endure the brunt of it. Still, I go downstairs and hunker
down just in case.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_696c02c0.jpg]Uck. I can’t believe that thing ruined my
night’s plans and now I have to worry about paying for damages
because of the bad storm. On top of the things that I bought, my
bank will have a really bad dent that sets back the future
vacations that I have planned this year plus the other stuff I want
to buy.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m2a838673.jpg]The monster appears in the basement with me.
“I’m glad that you took my advice.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_52d8b318.jpg]“Listen, you, I don’t care what you say you
are. Just leave me alone-” The sounds of tearing and things being
destroyed above me shut me up and make me doubt if my house is
really okay, especially since the walls of my basement are
beginning to crack. Is the storm really that bad? The storms around
here haven’t really been known to destroy homes. I’m tempted to go
upstairs to check right now, but I wait until the storm calms down
before I do and sure enough, my worst fears are realized as I see
that my entire house is gone along with most everything in it.
Around me is what remains of the house and a few of the things I
had. It doesn’t matter that they’re here since everything is broken
beyond repair.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m2a838673.jpg]“It’s time to leave this all behind and move
into a better life that’s been prepared for you.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_696c02c0.jpg]“A better life?! Who are you to say what’s
better for me after destroying everything that I had and leaving me
in the rain?!”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m2a838673.jpg]“You’ll see soon enough. Go down the road
and a young man, faithful to God, will pick you up in his car.
He’ll be the one providing for you from now on and be your
husband.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_696c02c0.jpg]“I don’t need anyone to do anything for me!
I’ve been taking care of myself for years without anyone’s help, so
I don’t need that boy, you, or God’s help.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m2a838673.jpg]“So, would you rather stay here in the
pouring rain in the wreckage of your old home or find
shelter?”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m5d2c7efc.jpg]“I still can stay in my basement-” When I
take a look back in my basement, the cracks have given way to mud
as all the walls cave in and ruin the last of what I had. Now, I
have nothing that I own besides my phone, my shotgun, and the
clothes on my back.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m2a838673.jpg]“Will you take my advice now?”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_696c02c0.jpg]Damn monster. I don’t need its help. I don’t
need anyone’s help. It’s going to cost me a lot to rebuild since I
haven’t bothered with home insurance because I wanted to put my
money into building it to be stronger and buy more things and go on
expensive vacations. I’ll have to work overtime and push my plans
back even further, but I can get it done without anyone’s
assistance.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m5d2c7efc.jpg]Because it’s still raining, I decide to
partially take the monster’s advice and go down the road. The
closest apartment building is miles away in a different part of the
state and will take me a while to get to any place to rest. Cars
pass by me every now and then with one driving through a puddle and
splashing me with water further drenching me. This is the worst day
of my life. I’m both hoping for and dreading someone stopping to
help me. If it’s the boy that monster talked about, I’ll have to
turn him down. Sure enough, just like the storm, a car unexpectedly
stops on the side of the road without me waving at it and a young
man steps out of it.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_41a2d9ac.jpg]This boy puts on a smile as he approaches
and waves at me. “Excuse me, miss? I can drive you to my house to
help you get out of this storm.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_696c02c0.jpg]“Get lost, kid! I don’t need anyone’s help,
especially from your God. He’s taken away my home and everything I
had in it through a monster that won’t stop following
me.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m54ba4faa.jpg]“What are you talking about? Your house and
everything in it is destroyed? I’m sorry to hear that. Look, we’ll
go back to my home, I’ll cook us up something, and try to help you
out as best I can from there.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_52d8b318.jpg]“I said get lost!”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m70e9c0b7.jpg]“Woah, woah, woah! Calm down! I’m just
trying to help.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_52d8b318.jpg]“Calm down?! How could I possibly do that
when your God ruined all my plans?! I will not have him taking any
more control of my life and I don’t care what I have to do to get
him out of it!” I pull the trigger on my gun only for it to click.
Oh, that’s right. I never loaded it again after I fired it twice.
Since I’m out of bullets, I try hitting the boy with the gun, but
he takes it from me, throws it away, and then grabs me by the
wrists.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_696c02c0.jpg]“Get your hands off me!”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m70e9c0b7.jpg]“If you stop trying to hit me I will!
Listen, you have three options here; calm down and go home with me,
stay in this storm in the hopes of someone else pulling over to
pick you up, or walking hours in the storm to find someplace
safe.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_696c02c0.jpg]“Tch. You have a point. Okay, I’ll go back
to your house.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_41a2d9ac.jpg]“Thank you.” The boy lets go of my wrists
and keeps his hands up as if I’ll hit him again before turning
around and running to his car with me behind him. “So, what’s your
name?”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m5d2c7efc.jpg]“Shut up! I don’t want to talk right now.”
Deciding to take my advice, the boy nods and keeps his eyes on the
road. You’ll get your way for now until the storm is over, monster,
and then I’m leaving this kid.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m2a838673.jpg]“We’ll see about that.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_696c02c0.jpg]“Can you leave me alone for a
second?!”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m70e9c0b7.jpg]“Who are you talking to?”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m5d2c7efc.jpg]“That monster that’s been ruining my life!
Can’t you see it in the car? It was just talking to me!”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m6fb3e555.jpg]“I don’t see it and I didn’t hear
anything.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m2a838673.jpg]“God has allowed you to be the only one who
can see and hear me. He is also dulling the young man’s sense of
reason as is beginning to think that he should be dropping you off
to authorities to be put in a psych ward, so I’d calm down if I
were you.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m5d2c7efc.jpg]I’m assuming you can hear my thoughts as
well?

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m2a838673.jpg]“Yes, it’s for your convenience so you won’t
look crazy in public if you want to talk to me.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_696c02c0.jpg]Ignore it, ignore it! I don’t want to
acknowledge its existence, so it has less of a reason to talk to
me. Thankfully, it says nothing else before we get to the boy’s
house. It’s a small rancher in a neighborhood of small houses. The
inside of it is decorated with crosses, what look to be religious
statues, and pictures of him with presumably his parents, family,
and friends.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_41a2d9ac.jpg]“I’ll start making soup and tea for us. Feel
free to take a snack from the cabinet, drink from the fridge, and
turn on the TV. Oh, you can also use the shower and use the clothes
I have since you’re soaked.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m5d2c7efc.jpg]After sneezing, I say, “I’m fine! I don’t
need anything except for a phone charger.” Once I get a phone
charger, I plug in my phone since it’s dead. With nothing else to
keep me busy, I turn on the TV and watch the news. They admit they
didn’t know of the storm passing through the area before talking
about the daily news. The newscasters talk about where I work at
going bankrupt.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_696c02c0.jpg]“What?! How?!” My question is answered by a
guy from where I work saying that they were losing lots of money
because of mistakes made by their accounting department and
specifically calls out me by my full name and talks about how lazy
and incompetent I was. “Bastard! You piece of trash, how dare you
say that about me and call me out like that!” Before I know it, I
receive an email from the company telling me that I’m fired. Now
I’m really screwed with hardly any money, no job, and my name
publicly ruined. I also doubt that I’d be able to get a good job in
this economy where businesses are more likely to fire employees
than hire them.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m54ba4faa.jpg]“Wow, that guy must’ve hated you with the
way he described the way you worked and how he blamed you for the
company falling into bankruptcy. Can he even publicly do
that?”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m5d2c7efc.jpg]“I hope not so that he suffers for it!” I’m
sure that monster has had its part to play in this. Admit
it!

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m1341d00b.jpg]“Come now. I can be the reason behind
everything. It’s true that you were lazy at your job and the
mistakes that you made cost it too much in the end.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m5d2c7efc.jpg]I didn’t think that all the little mistakes
I made would add up like this. With all my plans in shatters, I sit
on the floor unable to think of what to do next. Wait a second!
Hey, monster, fix this! You said there’s a better life prepared for
me right?

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m2a838673.jpg]“Correct and your prayer has been answered
before you mentioned it. You are currently in your better life. As
I have said before, this young man will be providing for you and
will be your husband.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_2ea9c956.jpg]Hearing that the boy will be my husband
again actually starts to have an effect on me as I realize what it
means. Husband?! That boy is going to be my husband?!

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m2a838673.jpg]He is. Besides God, the young man’s heart
was made for you and your heart was made for his.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_41a2d9ac.jpg]“Dinner is ready. Come and sit at the table
with me.” The dinner that he’s made is irresistible to me because
I’m hungry and thirsty. I’ve managed to eat it all without fully
enjoying it or really wanting to eat it. “I’m glad you liked it,”
the boy says with a satisfied smile on his face.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_2ea9c956.jpg]“Sh-shut up. I’m just hungry is all,” I say
before sneezing.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m54ba4faa.jpg]“I really think you should-”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_696c02c0.jpg]“Yes, I know!” Since I’m still feeling cold
and drenched, I give in to the boy’s request and take a shower. The
clothes that I pick out are like the red sweater that I have, but
because it’s a boy’s it looks like I’m wearing a large sweater
dress. This feels so ridiculous wearing his clothes.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_41a2d9ac.jpg]“I’ve changed the TV since nothing good is
on the news like always. I hope you don’t mind.”

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_m5d2c7efc.jpg]“I prefer it actually.” If I saw that guy’s
face and hear his voice for a second longer, I would’ve destroyed
the TV. Sitting on a separate chair, I watch TV with the boy while
not really paying attention to it. It’s really starting to hit me
now that everything has completely changed and I have no control
over it. Even if I were to do something, it could be instantly
ruined as I’ve been shown today.

[image: tmp_0241012-11095761-d9f7-47b5-99c0-0cd6a71bd826_hDum5X_html_41a2d9ac.jpg]Before I know it, the boy hands me
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