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"Darkness has always been my friend, the perfect wrapper for fear." -Clive Barker.
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Be careful when opening this cursed book, because inside it hide horrors that go beyond our understanding.

Dive into the pages of "The Labyrinth of Terror" and get ready to enter a world where the unknown and the macabre mix in an atmosphere of mystery and terror. 

The stories contained in this book will transport you to dark and disturbing universes, where cosmic horrors lurk on every corner and where survival is uncertain. 

From the emptiness of outer space to the darkest corners of the human mind, each story will take you to places where sanity is questionable and reality is fragile. With evocative prose full of suspense, "The Labyrinth of Terror" is a masterpiece of the horror genre that will not leave you indifferent.
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The first victim
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The story begins with the discovery of the lifeless body of a young woman in a dark city alley. Her face is covered by a black mask and there are multiple stab wounds on her body, as if the killer had tortured her for long hours.

The police are alerted and the detective in charge of the case, John Parker, shows up at the crime scene, ready to unravel the mysterious case. After seeing the obvious, he stares at the body for a moment, his mind trying to make sense of what he sees. That scene is not just any scene. Detective Parker with more than 12 years of experience had never seen anything like this. The sadism with which they left the body of the young woman was brutal. Torture marks with all kinds of objects show the horror. He knew that this was the product of a sick and heartless mind. And I couldn't allow him to go around murdering people everywhere.

After a few minutes, the scene is filled with uniformed officers and forensic technicians. Detective Parker questions any witnesses who come forward and checks the nearby security cameras. But there is nothing useful that allows him to advance the case. The press starts running stories about the murder and the town starts to get nervous and paranoid. No one knows who could have committed this crime and people start to get scared, especially women who leave for work early.

Detective Parker, for his part, can't get the image of the victim in the black mask out of his head, it's unusual. He feels that there is something strange about it, something that does not fit. But he can't put his finger on the matter.

The city is on high alert, and Detective Parker feels pressured by the Governor to find the killer before there is another victim. But for now, all he can do is wait for more clues to turn up and try to understand the killer's patterns.
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Detective's investigation
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Detective Parker begins to thoroughly investigate the case, interviewing family and friends of the victim in search of any clues that lead him to the murderer. He also meets with the officers who examined the crime scene and reviews the evidence for any details that may have been overlooked.

As the investigation progresses, the detective realizes that the victim had a secret life and was possibly involved in illegal activities. With the help of some informants, the detective discovers that the victim had been in contact with a mysterious man wearing a black mask, although he couldn't know much at the time.

Despite this, the detective continues without a concrete lead on the murderer for several days. Until fed up with being stuck in the investigation, he decides to review the files of other unsolved cases in search of patterns or similarities that can help him find the person responsible for this homicide.

After spending hours and hours analyzing, Detective Parker finds a possible connection between the young woman's murder and two other murder cases that had occurred many years before. In both cases, the victims had been found with black masks over their heads and multiple stab wounds and sharp objects all over their bodies. But these cases had been filed as unsolved.

With this new information, Detective Parker focuses on finding possible suspects who may have been involved in the previous cases. But once again, the clues seem to lead nowhere, and that becomes a nuisance. The killer remains an enigma to the detective, and the city continues to be gripped by terror at the possibility that there are more victims or are happening at the moment, or even that the killer has changed his modus operandi in the murders, and with that make it much more difficult for the research department to track him down.
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The man in the dark mask
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Detective Parker, obsessed with the black mask that had been found at the crime scene, begins to investigate everything related to it. After several days of investigation, he finally finds a costume shop in the south of the city where they had sold a mask identical to the one found at the crime scene.

Parker meticulously questions the store owner, who provides him with information on a man who had purchased a black mask a few months ago , which the owner claimed was the same as the one found at the crime scene. Detective Parker tracks down the buyer of the mask, and after a few days of digging, he finally finds the man who had bought the mask in question.

The man turns out to be a well-known street artist in the city, calling himself "The Man in the Dark Mask, or Pilatus the Painter". He explains to the detective that the mask was part of his wardrobe and that he had curiously lost it the night of the murder.

The detective cannot believe that this man, who appears to be a harmless figure, could be involved in the murders. But his instinct tells him that there is something more behind the story. Therefore, Detective Parker decides to investigate more about the street performer, visiting his house and checking his background. But he finds nothing that could link him directly to the murders of the girl and others years before. So, the detective decides to keep an eye on him and follow his movements to find out if there is anything suspicious in his behavior.

But when the detective is watching the man in the dark mask, something strange happens. Suddenly, the man disappears from sight, and when the detective goes looking for him, he finds a trail of blood that seems to lead to a nearby alley. Gun drawn, Detective Parker walks into the alley, feeling a fear he's never experienced before.
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