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Chapter 1

Playing the game

Happy families it was not to be. Geoffrey Anthony Harrison was born in Cape Town, South Africa, on 29 January 1920. His mother, Molly, a highly talented concert pianist, had scandalised her parents by eloping with and marrying one William Harrison.

But within a year or so of Geoff ’s birth, William had ‘gone off ’ with a young man from Portsmouth – ‘ran off with a bloody docker’ is how the family put it today. The scandal was instant and devastating. Molly immediately got a divorce: a social stigma back in the 1920s. While William gets a name check in the family tree, he was otherwise expunged from the family record. Who he was and where he came from, and what happened to him there­after, the rest of the family no longer know.

Then Molly’s life changed completely, and for the good. In a Cape Town auditorium one evening she played a concert. In the audience was a captain from the glamorous 17th Lancers: the ‘Death or Glory’ boys with their famous skull and crossbones cap badge which commemorates their heroic part in the Charge of the Light Brigade. This captain fell in love with Molly and, shortly after, they were married. And he must have been besotted to accept the social death that came with marrying a divorcee. 

Soon after the remarriage young Geoffrey was given his second surname, that of his stepfather. But his new name was itself to become an issue in time. Because, while her dashing captain of cavalry had fought bravely in the trenches on the Western Front in the First War, Molly’s husband had a very unfortunate name for an Englishman: Herman Eckstein.

Even the Royal Family had changed their surname from Saxe-Coburg-Gotha to Windsor, not unreasonable when you were in the middle of a death brawl with Germany. I cannot but wonder – in fact it takes no imagination at all – how Herman’s soldiers and fellow officers played with his name in the trenches. The British soldier then would have been like his compatriot today: merciless and unerringly accurate. It would have been a never-ending and very effective piss-take. Geoff would not make the same mistake.

However, I wonder whether there may be more to it than that. Geoff made the change by deed poll to Gordon-Creed in late 1938, well before the actual start of hostilities. Neville Chamberlain, the prime minister, had returned from Munich on 29 September of that year famously declaring ‘peace for our time’. Churchill and a small group of malcontents were the only ones who were convinced that conflict was inevitable. Perhaps Geoff agreed with Churchill. 

 He had left school in July 1938, aged 18, and we know that he travelled that summer to Germany as there are some photographs he took of Nuremberg, complete with Nazis in all their military regalia. Maybe, having seen the Fatherland for himself, he was realist enough to be in no doubt where this was all heading. 

Whatever the case, Geoff left school in summer 1938 with a divorced mother, a disgraced biological father he never mentioned and, shortly thereafter, a third change of name. When he made the third and final change he took his mother’s maiden name, Creed, and aggrandised it with another associated family name to make up the smart-sounding Gordon-Creed. With that one act alone, the name ‘improvement’, the young Geoff was already showing signs of calculation, a trait he would need to develop as one of nature’s adaptors and concealers. Listed on the first page of a CV for a prospective agent and saboteur, it could hardly be bettered.

By this time in his life he had learned other invaluable soldiering skills as well. In 1928, Herman Eckstein had taken Molly, stepchildren Betty (the eldest) and Geoff, and their three other children to their new home: a run-down 1000-acre farm called Maryland, 6500 feet up in the Kenya Highlands, surrounded by wild forest. This was no luxury farming. The house was a small bungalow, three miles from the nearest neighbours. There were locust infestations, and drought would periodically ravage the crops. The cattle had to be dipped every four days lest they died of East Coast Fever. When the bush had been cleared, the family planted coffee and maize. 

The young Geoff learned to walk and ride the forests, up this high the haunt of leopard and buffalo and myriad poisonous snakes. Herman had, in his time in the army, been in charge of remount riders – breaking in and training cavalry horses – a tough discipline where you either do things ‘right’ or they go very wrong. Herman taught Geoff how to do things ‘right’ and thus how to be reasonably safe, even when surrounded by danger. He taught him to shoot straight and how to be trusted with a weapon – although his half-sister Mary recalls Geoff not being averse to ‘winging’ his sisters with his airgun. She also says that gun was confiscated for a whole year when Herman caught him waving it around dangerously. When the airgun was replaced by a rifle, Geoff learned to hunt. He was, says his half-sister, ‘a real outdoor boy’: in fact, the sort of person who makes an ideal Special Forces soldier.

I spent a year training young recruits at what was then known as the Junior Leaders Regiment – 16- to 18-year-olds, many of whom would go on to become senior NCOs. I know what it is like to start by teaching someone how to tie his boots properly and move on from there in incremental stages before finally turning him into the finished article. A recruit who is already a marksman, who is absolutely safe with a rifle in his hands, who knows how to move silently and look after himself in all weathers, who is fit and strong from years spent in the outdoors: chances are he will make the best soldier of all. Not always, but usually. 

Interestingly, the initial nucleus of the Long Range Desert Group (LRDG) – who fought so effectively behind the lines in North Africa in the Second World War – consisted mainly of New Zealanders. Asked why he had chosen them, Major (soon to be Colonel) Ralph Bagnold, founder of the LRDG, said these men just happened to be at a ‘loose end’ as they had arrived in Egypt without their heavy weapons, which had been lost at sea: ‘I chose them because I wanted responsible volunteers who knew how to look after things and maintain things.’ And these men were tough farmers, used to driving vehicles – still a rare skill at that time when cars were usually owned only by the rich. Also, the fact that they can handle weapons and shoot straight tends to be a given with most farmers. Captain David Lloyd Owen, commander of LRDG’s Yeomanry Patrol, concurred, saying of his yeomen – also trained on tanks and armoured cars – ‘they were mostly countrymen, they were not scared of being alone in the dark like some town men . . . [Out there] you are completely on your own. You will get no help from anyone else.’1 In fact the sort of man they were looking for was someone like Geoff, someone who had learned to hunt and look after himself in the mountains of Kenya.

On my first ‘real’ exercise in Chieftain tanks, I and the squadron second-in-command, a countryman born and bred, were watching a troop of three Chieftains moving forward in line abreast to a start line: three 55-ton lumps of slow-moving steel grinding their way over and around some muddy, track-torn hillocks.

Ted pointed to the Alpha call sign. ‘Watch him carefully.’

The other two tanks were powering up and over anything in their way. The commander of Alpha was snaking his way round the bottom of the hillocks, even though the actual test phase had not started, instinctively making himself as small a target as possible.

‘He’s a natural,’ said Ted. ‘His father was a bloody poacher. Always hiding. Wish all my tank commanders were gamekeepers or poachers.’

I believe it was the great West Indian batsman Viv Richards who said, on being asked what was behind his ‘luck’, that he found that the more he practised the luckier he got. ‘Train hard, fight easy,’ is one of the sayings of the SAS. Put the SAS in a line and send them marching over the top, as the troops were sent over on the first day of the Battle of the Somme, and they would probably have been gunned down as effectively and completely as any company of soldiers. Left to themselves, their training, their ability to move fast and present as small a target as possible, their ability to shoot straight and quickly kill those shooting at them, mean they dramatically increase their chances of survival.

That is what men like Geoff do. Fully confident within themselves, they focus their thought processes on thinking and planning and surviving, not on wondering whether their rifle is loaded and the safety catch is on or off, or even whether they have enough puff in their lungs to make the next move. Certainly, you learn fast in your first battle, but before you can call yourself a veteran you have to survive it. Chances are that the first men to do the dying are the ones who are moving in a straight line, who have not camouflaged themselves properly, who lack fitness and therefore move more slowly and jink about less often. The stray bullet or ricochet will take out the best soldier as effectively as the dullard, but the aimed bullet is more likely to be directed at the dozy bugger rather than the one who is moving low and fast.

Even the willingness to shoot and kill – fundamental to success and survival – is less prevalent than has been assumed. While it is acknowledged that there is considerable controversy over figures that imply that as few as 15 per cent of American soldiers in World War II even fired their weapons at the enemy,2 such a figure, even if overstated, demonstrates that not all men are natural fighters, even in the heat of battle. For some, perhaps for many, the natural human reluctance to kill can overpower their need to survive.

The converse is that well-trained, motivated soldiers are more likely to do the killing than their poorly trained counterparts. Men like Geoff, who hunted and shot from youth, are much more likely to fire, and without hesitation. And when they fire they are very much more likely to hit their target. The news footage we see on our television screens from so many Third World ‘wars’ tells the story: poorly trained soldiers pouring unaimed fire in the general direction of the enemy. When that is countered by trained soldiers taking carefully aimed shots, it becomes the gulf between victory and defeat.

On being asked whether anyone was surprised at what Geoff went on to achieve, his half-sister Mary said no, the family had always assumed that he would be very brave and highly competent. She followed that up with the somewhat startling fact that, of the five boys in their mountain district who went off to the war, every single one of them came back with some sort of gallantry medal. Geoff came back with two. This is a fairly stunning statistic. Unlike a number of other armies, the British have never handed out gallantry medals with the rations: quite the opposite. Even ‘putty medals’ or ‘turning up medals’, as I like to call them, have to be earned the hard way. So those five young men must have all had something about them that was very special indeed.

Put in context, it is perhaps no surprise that so many men from tough outdoor places like New Zealand, Australia and Southern Africa naturally gravitated to the SAS, the Long Range Desert Group and SOE. Tough, resourceful and brave, these were natur­ally dangerous men who needed the bare minimum of conventional training to turn them into superb fighting soldiers.

With no proper education to be had up on their mountain, Geoff was sent to board at Pembroke House, a prep school in Kenya. He did well there, ending up as head boy and noted for being particularly good at games. But, come age 13, it was time to leave and Herman took a deep breath and decided to do the right thing by his stepson by sending him to Downside, a Catholic school run by monks deep in rural Somerset. Why the pause for thought? And why Downside? 

Not long after Geoff had started at school, things turned sour for farmers in Africa. This was the time of the Great Depression and exports collapsed, taking with them farm rents and income. Herman found himself strapped for cash and wondering how he was going to pay the 60 guineas a term. His letters make it clear that he was always deeply mindful that a ‘government’ school back in Kenya would cost only 10 guineas a term.

And Downside because, although Herman was a Protestant himself, and a very devout one at that, Molly was an equally fervent Catholic and she was determined that Geoff should be brought up in her faith.

Although initially Geoff was, as he later put it, ‘terrified at being cast adrift among a mob of noisy apes’, by the time he was 16 he had carved a place for himself at school. German surname or not, he had become a popular boy who excelled at sports and was keeping up with his studies.

But when Herman travelled to London in the summer of 1936 and spent a few weeks with ‘the boy’, he was clearly deeply unimpressed by what he found. That August he wrote in a fury to the headmaster: ‘I am very upset at his bad manners. His language, his selfishness, also his general slackness – his table manners are bad too. I believe the cinema has a lot to do with it and I think he imagines he is copying some screen hero.’ Herman then rails about the fact that Geoff ‘will not attend mass on Sundays unless forced to . . .’ and goes on to paint a picture of a headstrong teenager happily going off the rails.

By that September Herman had had enough and decided that as ‘the boy has got hold of the most amazing ideas, I think the sooner he leaves England the better’. He gave the headmaster a term’s notice.

Shortly after this pronouncement, there was another meeting between Herman and Geoff. Herman subsequently wrote to the headmaster, reversing his decision:

‘I spent yesterday afternoon with Geoffrey and got closer to him than I have ever succeeded in getting before. He really opened up and assured me that he had realised from what I had said to him that he had been thoughtless and selfish and that he realised that his manners had got to be changed. He convinced me yesterday of his sincerity.’ 

Life








Appendix A



Below are the ‘verbatim’ war diaries, a ‘daily’ account of what happened to 2 RGH from their deployment in North Africa in November 1941 until their disbandment as an operational armoured regiment just over a year later on 28 December 1942.

As the reader will note, the diaries are, in places, incomplete. No wonder, given what was going on. It is a near miracle that any record was kept.

Geoff had a look at these diaries at some stage after the war and told Nick, his son, that he thought that elements of them were largely ‘bunkum’, making the point that only someone in the front line would have had any idea what was going on and that, apart from the fact that few in the front line in those dark days survived, anyone in said front line had much more important things to do each day than write up a diary – like fighting the Germans and surviving. 

So these diaries were most probably ‘written up’ sometime after the events they describe, when the regiment had time out from the fighting, and may well be inaccurate in places.

Nevertheless, they give a framework to the regiment’s campaign and, in their emotionless language of movements and dead, wounded, men missing or made prisoner – the roll calls at least are probably reasonably accurate, as a daily record of those present and those missing would have been, by necessity, kept – they give a vivid glimpse of the precariousness of existence in the Western Desert in 1941–2. 





War diaries for the 

2nd Royal Gloucestershire Hussars (edited)

CO: Lt Col N.A. Birley

November 1941



18/11/41

ridotta maddelena. Day 1.

General Intention. 22 Armd Bde will advance one up, 2 RGH leading, 4 CLY left, 3 CLY right and secure a battle position in the area BIR DUEDAR 432362.0600 – Regiment advanced with 51 tanks, the following officers:

RHQ

Lt Col N.A. Birley, Capt R.E. Maunsell, Lt E.H. Milvain, Lt E.H. Small, 2Lt H.M. Muir

F Sqn

Major J.W. Saleby, Capt G.C.M. Playne, Lt C.L. Clay, Lt S.A. Pitman, Lt E.J.S. Bourne, Lt N.H. King, Lt F.S.G. Wigley

G Sqn

Major W.A.B. Trevor, Capt J. Patterson, Lt R.E. Adlard, Capt M.G. Ling, Lt P.H. Cookson, 2Lt A.E. Mitchell, Lt J.N. Harper, 2Lt G.C. Williams(LO)

H Sqn

Major D.McD. Reinhold, Capt N.D. Hart, Capt W.A. White, Lt T. Elder Jones, 2Lt G. Gordon-Creed, 2Lt G.M. Crossman, 2Lt G.T. Honeysett, 2Lt C.J. Meade (LO)



NCOs and men 582. A1 and B Echelons in rear.



0810 – Crossed wire into Libya south of ridotta maddelena with air support.

0950 – Refuelled from petrol dump put down by RASC under direction of Major H.J. Mylne the previous night.

bu shihah 1630 hrs. Completed an advance of 76 miles to map ref 436343 without meeting any sign of opposition. Moved into close leaguer and replenished.

1630 – Made contact with Major A.T. Smail 11th Hussars, who informed us of 10 enemy tanks 5 miles to our front. Failing light prevented any action that night.



19/11/41

Day 2.

Advance continued 0700 hrs with 11th Hussars as screen. H Sqn leading, F Sqn right G Sqn left.

0930 – 4 enemy tanks reported by 11th Hussars (identified as 4 Italian M13s northwest of Pt181 423368). These were dealt with by H Sqn. 11th Hussars reported 18 tanks with artillery to the North – H Sqn knocked out 6.

bir el gubi 1030 hrs. Regiment was ordered to advance towards bir el gubi. Here some 100 MET were encountered by our leading Sqn. There was no opposition and a considerable number of Italians gave themselves up. Shortly after this a force of M13s was encountered on our left flank. These were successfully dealt with by G & H Sqns.

1300 – 3 CLY were ordered to assist 2 RGH on right flank.

1330 – Regt advanced 3 miles north of bir el gubi and two Sqns became engaged with a very large force of enemy tanks estimated between 140 and 160, plus numerous concealed anti-tank positions. H Sqn was held up by strong A/T and artillery positions on the left and did not join until late in the afternoon. Wireless communication with 22 Armd Bde broke down at 1530 hrs and was continued until 1630 hrs. For at least 2½ hours heavy fighting ensued.

1630 – Regiment withdrew to reorganise two miles south of bir el gubi. While withdrawing through gubi A/T fire was encountered from Italian personnel who had previously surrendered but had remanned A/T guns mounted on lorries and engaged our withdrawing tanks from the rear.

1730 – All runners had been withdrawn. Close leaguer was ordered at Pt18? – 423368 where A1 under 2Lt T.H. Lawton replenished petrol and ammunition.



Tank strength at start – 46

Tank strength at 1530 – 16



Officers missing at 1900hrs:

Major J.W. Saleby, F Sqn, Capt G.C.M. Playne, F Sqn

Lt G.L. Clay, F Sqn, Capt J. Patterson, G Sqn

2Lt Honeysett, H Sqn (subsequently reported as killed in action)



Officers wounded:

Lt Col N.A. Birley, Capt W.A. White, Lt T. Elder Jones.

NCOs and men:

Missing 17, wounded 16, killed 9.



20/11/41

Day 3 – Pt181423368 – Tank strength 19.

Major J.H. Mylne took command of the Regt in the absence of Lt Col N.A. Birley. One composite Sqn was formed F, G & H Sqns plus RHQ of 3 tanks.



Officers present:

Major H.J. Mylne (HQ), Lt E.H. Milvain (HQ), Major W.A.B. Trevor (G), Capt N.D. Hart (H), Capt R.E. Maunsell (HQ), 2Lt Muir (HQ), Capt M.G. Ling (G), Lt A.H. Snell (HQ), Lt N.H. King (F), Major D.McD. Reinhold (H).



Intention of 22 Armd Bde.

gabr saleh 454364 1200 hrs. To go to the assistance of 4th Armd Bde in the area of gabr saleh who had been heavily engaged with a large force of German tanks (170). During the day 22nd Armd Bde advanced east along trig el abd, 4 CLY leading, 3 CLY left, 2 RGH right and reserve.

1740 – 22 Armd Bde contacted 4 Armd Bde. 3 CLY contacted the enemy but 2 RGH were not engaged. Action was ineffective owing to dusk.

1830 – 2 RGH withdrew south into close leaguer in conjunction with 4 CLY.



21/11/41

Day 4. An action with the force that was contacted the previous night by 22 Armd Bde nearly developed at first light but the enemy force withdrew NW.

0900 – 22 Armd Bde withdrew NW, centre line: gabr saleh – bir berraneb – bir el reghem (440380). Formation of 22 Armd Bde same as on Day 3. 2 RGH were replenished partially by Regtl Air Echelon. 2Lt T.H. Lawton, Capt A.T. Brenchley, Capt A.B. Waters (MO) were present.

1400 – 22 Armd Bde passed through tail of Support Group.

1500 – the 7th Bde was seen on our right flank to be very heavily engaged with an enemy force. Apparently they had been fighting since dawn and 12 fires from burning tanks were seen. 22 Armd Bde worked round to the left flank of this battle. 2 RGH were lightly engaged at dusk without loss. Action was broken off due to a torrential downpour and bad light.

1730 – 2 RGH withdrew about 3 miles into close leaguer.



22/11/41

Day 5.

The right flank of 22 Armd Bde (3 CLY was engaged with the enemy at 0830 hrs (2 RGH although under fire of enemy artillery did not open fire). The enemy after about an hour withdrew northwards in the direction of aerodrome 435405.

1030 – 2 RGH were replenished with petrol

1200 – 22 Armd Bde advanced one up, 2 RGH left, 4 CLY centre, 3 CLY right, northwards towards escarpment 435401 through Support Group artillery who were shelling enemy positions in the sidi rezegh Pt167 areas.

1300 – A force of some 70 enemy tanks Mark III and Mark IV were observed moving eastwards along the high ground towards the aerodrome now reached by 4 CLY, 2 RGH being halted facing half left (NW) in the depression beyond the escarpment about 1000 yards in advance of our own artillery on escarpment with the enemy force about 2000 yards to our front. 4 CLY became engaged on the aerodrome. sidi rezegh 2 RGH began to move westwards attempting to move round the enemy’s right flank. A long-range tank vs tank duel ensued during which 2 RGH became considerably involved from concealed anti-tank positions in the defended sidi rezegh area. 2 RGH held this position for some time to cover the withdrawal of 4 CLY and 3 CLY and eventually withdrew to high ground. At this juncture the 4th Armd Bde arrived.

1600 – Engagement was broken off owing to very bad visibility and general obscurity of position. Infantry of Support Group were seen to be putting in an attack on sidi rezegh on left flank of 2 RGH.

1700 – 2 RGH withdrew into Support Group lines and as darkness fell took up a position with 4 CLY right as protection right to any attempt to engage Support Group at dawn by the enemy.



Tank losses during Day 5 – 2. 

Tank strength at end of Day 5 – 17. Casualties nil.



Col Carr (4 CLY) took command of 22 Armd Bde at 1730 hrs.

Composite Regt of 2 RGH one Sqn, 3 CLY one Sqn (Col Jago), 4 CLY one Sqn (Major Walker).



23/11/41

Day 6 433395

The early part of the morning was spent in reforming a composite Regt referred to in conclusion of Day 5. The Regt was not in communication with 22 Armd Bde. 2 RGH Sqn was composed as follows:

RHQ Major W.A.B. Trevor, Capt R.E. Maunsell, 2Lt H.M. Muir.

Sqn Tank Commanders: Capt M.G. Ling, Lt N.H. King, Lt E.J.S. Bourne, Lt R.E. Adlard, Lt E.H. Milvain, Lt P.H. Cookson, Sgt Vaughan, Cpl Godwin.

The following officers went into action in a scout car: Major D.McD. Reinhold, Major H.J. Mylne.



Tank Strength 17.



1030 – 22 Armd Bde Composite Regt was formed up in battle position facing south and west with 2 RGH centre, 3 CLY right and 4 CLY left and their left flank the Support Group (South African Camp).

1100 – A considerable force of enemy tanks was seen refuelling to our west at a distance of 3 miles. This column then withdrew further west without being engaged. After midday two large enemy columns advanced on our position from east and west. A very heavy engagement ensued in which our own and enemy artillery were very active. 2 RGH were subjected to some very accurate shelling from enemy gun positions to the north on the escarpment. Control of this battle was difficult and the sequence of events obscure. At 1600 hrs 4 CLY were engaged to the east of ‘South African Camp’. This camp was now being attacked by German infantry from area sidi rezegh and were withdrawing SE. Many equipment were on fire and RGH tanks withdrew into the centre of SA Camp at dusk. The following officers were present:

Major W.A.B. Trevor, Capt R.E. Maunsell, Capt N.D. Hart, Lt N.H. King, Lt R.E. Adlard, 2 Lt H.M. Muir with 4 tanks. These 4 tanks returned to Bde HQ after dark, some 15 miles SW of our present position. Major Mylne, Major Reinhold, Lt Milvain, Lt Bourne, Lt Cookson, Lt Pitman were already at Bde having extricated themselves from SA camp during the afternoon. Lt Crossman at this stage was unaccounted for. Lts Adlard and Snell were missing at 2000 hrs.



24/11/41

Day 7

The following officers returned to B Echelon:

Major J.H. Mylne, Major D.McD. Reinhold, Capt N.D. Hart, Lt E.J.S. Bourne, Lt P.H. Cookson, Lt N.H. King.

0800 – Remnants of 4 CLY and 2 RGH moved 3 miles west bir es sausenna (445395) as one composite Sqn of which 2 RGH supplied 4 tanks as follows:-



1 tank

One Troop

Major Trevor, Capt Maunsell, Capt Ling 



Two Troop

2Lt Muir, Lt Milvain, Capt D. Hillwood



Three Troop

4 CLY



11th Hussars were patrolling NW of our location.

1630 – The Composite Sqn engaged a column of enemy MET that was proceeding SE. A small shoot was had by this force but the column of MET outpaced the tanks.

1700 – Composite Sqn leaguered with the following units:



2 Btn RTR 7 Bde (19 tanks)

5 Btn RTR 4 Bde (5 Americans)

3 CLY, 4 CLY, 2 RGH 22 Armd Bde (20 tanks).

2Lt Gordon-Creed arrived with 5 tanks together with 19 A13s 2nd RTR.



25/11/41

Day 8

22 Armd Bde continued to act protection right to 13th Corps New Zealand Div who were in the process of linking up with the garrison at tobruk. During the day a German Mark IV was towed into camp and various recovery was carried out by our patrols.

1700 – Composite Sqn of 22 Armd Bde set out westwards to engage a column of enemy MET reported by 11th Hussars at [?] 11th Hussars took 4 prisoners, our tanks not engaged.

1800 – This force advanced 3 miles NW to form close leaguer for the night at 448398.



26/11/41

Day 9

Remained in the same location; some recovery patrols were sent out by us.



27/11/41

Day 10

0830 – 2Lt F.G. Wigley arrived with a tank.

0900 – Moved 4 miles NW to bir sciafsciuf to investigate reports received from 11th Hussars of enemy movements in the trigh capuzzo – gambut area. 2 RGH Troops composed as follows:



No 1 Tp

Major Trevor, Capt Maunsell, Capt Ling, Sgt Jeffes



No 2 Tp

Lt Milvain, 2Lt Gordon-Creed, Lt Muir, Lt Williams (brought up tank in afternoon)



2 RGH sent out a patrol in the morning to Pt172 455405 to observe any movement from the east and on gambut aerodrome. Weather was very overcast and rain fell giving generally bad visibility. Patrol of two tanks, Lt Gordon-Creed and Lt Muir.

1130 – trigh capuzzo. KDG to our east reported enemy column of some 50 tanks and a large quantity of MET including guns moving at high speed westwards along trigh capuzzo in the direction of tobruk. Head of column was reported at Pt212 477935.

1145 – 22 Armd Bde rallied at Pt192 456401 and prepared to take up positions on high ground facing east. 4 Armd Bde had returned from another operation and were on 22 Armd Bde’s right flank.

1300 – Head of column was seen by our tanks advancing along trigh capuzzo.

1400 – Enemy column had halted and put out a screen of tanks, about 50, facing our force on the high ground. Eventually our artillery opened fire on the enemy positions to which the enemy replied with his own artillery causing some casualties to our tanks.

1500 – The enemy had dug himself in astride trigh capuzzo facing west. Our forces remained on the high ground except that another RGH patrol was sent out north across trigh capuzzo to observe the MET on the enemy’s right flank. Small shoot was had by this patrol on enemy MET (2Lt Gordon-Creed and Lt Muir).



By 1700 hrs the result of the engagement was as follows:

22 Armd Bde had succeeded in holding up enemy movement westwards for that day in his obvious attempt to break through to tobruk along trigh capuzzo. At dusk 2 RGH withdrew westward 5 miles to its previous leaguer area 445399. 2 RGH lost one tank – 2Lt Williams. Lt Milvain succeeded in mending his track during the action.

2 RGH tank strength at 1900 – 4 tanks. 2Lt Wigley was heard on the air at 1800 hrs reporting he was ready to move in one hour and was coming into the leaguer area.



28/11/41

Day 11

2Lt A.E. Mitchell arrived with one close support tank. 2Lt Williams procured another tank from 4 CLY.

Composition of 2 RGH:

No 1 Tp

2Lt Gordon-Creed, Lt Muir, Lt Williams



No 2 Tp

Capt Ling, Sgt Jeffes



HQ

Major Trevor, Capt Maunsell, 2Lt Mitchell



0830 – Moved off eastwards and were engaged on our left flank by anti-tank guns and tanks in large numbers. 2 RGH lost one tank through engine seizure (2Lt Gordon-Creed). This tank was afterwards set on fire by the enemy. 22 Armd Bde withdrew SE and contacted 4 Armd Bde, formed a line of two Bdes facing NW towards an enemy column reported to consist of 70 enemy tanks and MET by 11th Hussars, area 446401.

1300 – 22 Armd Bde and 4 Armd Bde were ordered to move SW on a bearing of 250 for 6 miles to the area charrubet ez zghemat 441388 then turn north and advance two miles to bir el reghem 442393. 22 Armd Bde Regt moved as follows: 2 RGH leading, 3 CLY left (Major Willis), 4 CLY right (Major Kidson) Col Jago commanding the composite Regt.

1330 – 22 Armd Bde moved on the above bearing.

1430 – Capt Ling’s troop on patrol north of our main body observed the column of tanks contacted earlier in the day. This column was moving in a westerly direction. On observing our forces the enemy split his tanks into two main groups of about 35 tanks in each and pushed these out in a SW direction. The MET sheared off a little NW and halted. 22 Armd Bde with 4 Armd Bde on left moved ‘tanks left’ thus [??????] a very wide arc round the enemy tanks to the south. A long tank vs tank battle ensued (1000–1200 yards) on a wide front as far as our forces were concerned. [?????????] 22 Armd Bde and 4 Armd Bde was very active [?????????] to have a successful shoot against the enemy. [????????????] anti-tank gunfire was not as active as usual.

1730 – Tank vs tank engagement was broken off and artillery action continued for some time. 2 RGH lost no tanks in this action. However, Lt Milvain towed two tanks out of the battle which were subsequently put on the road again.

Resumé of events on the following days to be amplified at a later date by whom it may concern.



29/11/41

On right flank of 4 Armd Bde opposite sidi rezegh. Not engaged seriously.



30/11/41

22 Armd Bde withdrawn to re-equip. Two tanks returned with Major Trevor, Capt Maunsell, Capt Ling, 2Lt Muir, 2Lt Mitchell and 2Lt Williams.



Strength decrease – Officers

Lt J.N. Harper Killed in action 19/11/41

2Lt G. Honeysett Killed in action 19/11/41

Lt Col N.A. Birley Wounded and admitted to hospital 19/11/41

Capt W.A. White Wounded and admitted to hospital 19/11/41

Lt T. Elder Jones Wounded and admitted to hospital 19/11/41

Major H.J. Mylne Wounded and admitted to hospital 26/11/41

Major J.W. Saleby Reported missing 19/11/41

Capt G.C.M. Playne Reported missing 19/11/41

Capt J. Patterson Reported missing 19/11/41

Lt C.L. Clay Reported missing 19/11/41

Lt R.E. Adlard Reported missing 23/11/41

Lt A.H. Snell Reported missing 23/11/41

2Lt S.J.G. Skinner Reported missing 23/11/41

Major J.S. Sinnott Reported missing 23/11/41

Lt E.J.S. Bourne Reported missing 26/11/41

2Lt F.G.S. Wigley Reported missing 27/11/41



Strength decrease – Ors

11 ORs killed in action.

12 ORs sick and admitted to hospital.

27 ORs transferred to LOB Camp mersa matruh.

23 ORs wounded and admitted to hospital.

43 ORs reported missing.



Strength increase

22 ORs rejoined Regiment from hospital. 



Strength of Regiment on 30/11/41 27 officers and 490 ORs.





War diaries for the 

2nd Royal Gloucestershire Hussars 

CO: Lt Col N.A. Birley

December 1941



[?]

Arrived in reforming area.



3/12/41

Lt V.H. Tubbs attached to this Regt from 1st RGH.



5/12/41

Decision to form ‘American’ Regiment.



7/12/41

Regiment formed. The Regt consisted of 52 American M3 tanks, the following officers and NCOs and 397 men:

RHQ

Major W.A.B. Trevor (acting CO), Capt R.E. Maunsell, 2Lt H.M. Muir, 2Lt G.G. Boyd, 2Lt E.H. Milvain, 2Lt E. Knight Bruce(LO) 

F Sqn

Lt N.H. King, Lt S.A. Pitman, Lt V.H. Tubbs, 2Lt E. Ades, 2Lt J.N.E. Slee

G Sqn

Capt M.G. Ling, Lt P.H. Cookson, 2Lt A. Mitchell, 2Lt W.M.J. Jeffery, 2Lt G.C. Williams

H Sqn

Maj D.McD. Reinhold, 2Lt Y. Crossman, 2Lt. Gordon-Creed, 2Lt J. Meade, 2Lt D’Arcy Francis



HQ Sqn

Capt S.L. Lloyd, Capt N.D. Hart, Capt A.T. Brenchley, Lt W.E. Jerden (QM), Capt A.B. Waters (MO), Capt W. Llewellyn (Padre), 2Lt T.H. Lawton, 2Lt S.L. Cowen



9/12/41

Moved NW to Adv 7th Armd Div HQ (G) 56 miles along Div axis with 52 M3s (Honeys) in open formation with complete B Echelon in the rear. Close leaguered in area 395399.



10/12/41

Moved forward a further 15 miles to Adv Div Battle HQ where OC 2 RGH held a conference with General Gott and Brigadier Jock Campbell commanding 7th Armd Div Support Group.

1400 – 14 tanks of H Sqn were put on transporters and ordered to join ‘Currie’ Column Support Group the next morning.

1620 – 381405, Sgt White G., H Sqn was unfortunately killed by enemy low-flying aircraft who machine-gunned 2 RGH. One petrol lorry was set on fire.



11/12/41

2 RGH less H Sqn moved to HQ Support Group at ‘Clapham’.

0630 – H Sqn with Lt Col Currie’s mixed column was sent off on a separate mission, NW direction, to gazala area to intercept coast road west of gazala.

0830 – 2 RGH arrived Support Group HQ and OC of 2 RGH liased with Brig Campbell.

0830 – Moved 12 miles west just north of escarpment to mtefel le cherib 355415 where Support Group HQ and 2 RGH halted.

1530 – G Sqn patrol reported 24 M13 tanks in the area gabr el abidi.

1730 – Major Trevor and Lt Muir went out to look at these and were fired on and withdrew.

1800 – 2 RGH close leaguered with HQ Support Group.General Narrative Support Group at this time consisted of 4 columns of all arms operating NW of the above position. Their role was to harass as many enemy positions as possible in the area gazala – tmini while the New Zealand Div and 4th Indian Div came in from the NE. The columns were disposed as follows:

CURRIE Column left (+ H Sqn 2 RGH) directed on road west of gazala.

HUGO Column centre directed on gazala.

WILSON Column right directed east of gazala.

MAYFIELD Column ‘holding’ column held in reserve.

The role of 2 RGH was never clearly defined, but we were a force that Brig Campbell ‘had up his sleeve’ should any suitable target for us present itself, and particularly in the case of lurking enemy armoured formations believed to be in this area.



12/12/41

U9261

0630 – Moved west 12 miles to U9261 known from now on as ‘Double Blue’. The enemy appeared to be holding fairly strong to the west of our position.

1130 – 2 RGH less H Sqn was ordered to do what amounted to a ‘demonstration in force’ south of the enemy position in the area mtgataat el adam U8562; during this manoeuvre out, two Sqns and RHQ tanks were subjected to sustained and fairly accurate shellfire from unlocated enemy gun positions to our north

1500 – After proceeding about 12 miles west, 2 RGH returned whence they came encountering shellfire as on the outward journey.



NOTE: Although 2 RGH were shelled for the best part of 2½ hours no casualties to personnel or tanks were received bar a few small items such as wireless masts blown away and surface kit such as water cans and bedding damaged. Our guns did not open fire.

CONCLUSIONS FROM OPERATION.

i) 2 RGH discovered that the enemy position was held in considerable depth westwards, roughly along the track running east–west.

ii) Shellfire, even though it may fall within 6 ft of a tank, will cause little or no material damage provided crews keep ‘behind their armour’.

1900 – H Sqn rejoined 2 RGH in close leaguer from Currie Column. They had sustained no losses in their exploits NW and had taken some prisoners and Major Reinhold’s tank accounted for one M13. Leaguer area same as for last night – Double Blue.



13/12/41

0630 – While static at Double Blue 2 RGH’s role was protection left to 5th Indian Div who were advancing westwards to our north.

1100 – 2 RGH was ordered by Brig Campbell to perform same task as yesterday, but with the added intention of cutting the track previously mentioned, thus working our way round into the rear of enemy position while Support Group column and 4th Indian Div pushed in from the east.

METHOD. 2 RGH to proceed due south 5 miles and then turn due west for 10 miles, followed by a turn due north for 6 miles to cut track.This plan was carried out and included a ‘top-up’ at the end of the second leg.

1530 – At this time 2 RGH had advanced 4 miles north on final leg of the route in the following formation: G centre, F left and H right.

At this time G Sqn contacted rather suddenly a large amount of MET, some anti-tank guns and artillery. G Sqn became considerably engaged with anti-tank guns in rather an unpleasant valley. F Sqn and G Sqn succeeded in making a large mass of transport (60–100 MET) move westward in disorder, but it was difficult to estimate the damage caused. Range of transport about 800 yards. The anti-tank guns to the right flank were only about 200 yards away behind a ridge. H Sqn had a fairly successful shoot as far as disorganisation of the enemy was concerned, but it is difficult to state actual damage done and casualties inflicted. The whole action was ‘short’, very sharp and rather costly. 2 RGH were heavily shelled.

1620 – dermeriem. 2 RGH were dive-bombed by Stukas while reorganising after engagement. Control was difficult for OC 2 RGH owing to many of the American wireless sets breaking down.

9 tanks were lost and left on battlefield.



Killed 5, Wounded 8, Missing 7



1645 – 2 RGH were ordered to return to Double Blue.

2030 – 2 RGH had withdrawn to close leaguer in this area.



RESULT OF ACTION

The Regt had succeeded in reaching a point 1½ miles south of the track. It is difficult to say exactly what damage was inflicted but it was afterwards said that this action possibly had a bearing of the eventual withdrawal of the enemy from his strong position in this area.



14/12/41

SITREP. H Sqn (14 tanks) once more to be detached from the Regt and join 22 Gds Bde at ‘Clapham’. Intention – ‘an offensive sweep westwards’ at a later date. This Sqn was again put on transporters.



1000 – G & F Sqns + RHQ, – 17 runners

             – 6 under field repair

             – 4 under ADW



The Regt less H Sqn moved 8 miles NE to area gabr el abidi U355425 to join 4th Armd Bde (Brig Alex Gatehouse).

1300 – OC 2 RGH liaised with Brig Gatehouse.

1430 – Moved south with 4 Armd Bde in the following order:-

3rd Btn RTR leading, 5th Btn RTR right, 2nd RGH left, 2nd RHA. Anti-tank Regt (Northumberland Hussars) moving with 4th Armd Bde HQ.



INTENTION 4th Armd BDE

To advance 21 miles south to zeidan (see map) thence 30 miles west and 30 miles north to hafget el haleiba (Boston) thus coming right round rear of enemy positions which was the main rearguard of his army. 4th Indian Div and Support Group to attack again from the east driving enemy on to 4th Armd Bde at Boston.



15/12/41

zeidan 1700 hrs 4th Armd Bde advanced in same formation as previous evening on second leg of course.

1630 – 4th Armd Bde reached its objective without encountering any opposition.

1800 – Odd parties of enemy MET were found.



16/12/41

GENERAL POSITION. 4th Armd Bde B Echelon was unable to get up to the present position of 4th Armd Bde. The decision taken to withdraw 18 miles south and meet the Echelon.

0700 – 2 RGH moved SE 18 miles to garet meriem 6460 where regiments were replenished from B Echelon.

1530 – 4th Armd Bde reached guieret el abd, 5th RTR left, 3rd RTR centre, 2 RGH right.

1600 – 3rd RTR contacted isolated enemy guns and 4 German tanks.

1630 – 4th Armd Bde artillery was employed on scattered enemy gun positions on track running east–west.

1730 – In this indecisive engagement which had been concerned Armd cars (Royal Dragoons) and artillery in the main 2 RGH acted as protection right to 3rd RTR and were not engaged.

1800 – 4th Bde withdrew into close leaguer 3 miles SE.

17/12/41

0700 – 2 RGH dispersed out to the east of leaguer area and remained static till 1300 hrs.

1300 – 4th Bde less F Sqn who were detached on a special mission with 1 Troop A/Tk guns Northumberland Hussars, attached, moved NW for 24 miles to halegh el eleba U5790.



GENERAL

On December 17th the enemy was reported to be in full retreat in the direction of timimi. Our mobile columns were following up fast in an attempt to harass his retreat. On this advance numerous enemy stragglers were picked up by 4th Armd Bde.



18/12/41

0700 – F Sqn rejoined the Regt during the march. 4th Armd Bde advanced 5½ miles in the general direction of SW of mechill. The going was extremely bad. Speed was reduced to about 8 mph for wheeled equipment – leaguered in area 9267. No enemy movement seen, although 3rd RTR endeavoured to chase up enemy retreating MET towards dusk but were unable to catch up.



19/12/41

Halted in present position all day.



20/12/41

4th Armd Bde withdrawn 0700 hrs. 22nd Armd Bde takes over 0700 hrs. T9560. 2 RGH rejoined 22nd Armd Bde 3 miles SW at T9560.



21/12/41

Made up two full Sqns and 5 tanks in RHQ (36 tanks).



22/12/41

Shortage of petrol compelled 22 Armd Bde to remain in present location.



23/12/41

0745 – 22 Armd Bde moved on a bearing of 215 for 38 miles, then on a bearing of 240 for 37 miles. This march over extremely good going and the total of 75 miles was completed by 1630 hrs.

1630 – 22 Armd Bde moved one up, 2 RGH leading with 30 Honeys (F, G & HQ Sqns), 4 CLY left (30 Mk VI), 3 CLY right (30–40 Mk VI).



The INTENTION OF 22nd Armd BDE

To establish a position at SAUNNU to Dec 24th and to await supplies from coast road communications at this point, which it was hoped would be clear of enemy by this time.



GENERAL SITREP

3rd RTR had engaged remains of ARIETE Div and 21 Armd Div at antelat & beda fomm on 23rd Dec. 22 Gds Bde & Support Group 7th Armd Div were also in this area. benghazi at this date had not been reported as in our hands.



24/12/41

22 Armd Bde remained halted throughout the morning.



GENERAL POSITION 24th DEC SITREP.

Our troops held the following positions:

barce, bernina, soluch.

Support Group were ordered to contain bangasi. 3rd RTR had an engagement with a mixed enemy tank force on 23rd Dec at antelat. The enemy force had withdrawn SW in the direction of agedabia. 22 Gds Bde plus H Sqn 2 RGH were in this area (saunnu-antelat). 22 Armd Bde was awaiting supplies and FSD to be established at MSUS.1330 – Moved SW 25 miles to area saunnu nms.



25/12/41

Remained in present location. Major W.A.B. Trevor received DSO. Major D. McD. Reinhold reported killed in action on 23/12/41.

26/12/41

0700 – Moved SW towards chur es sufan, 48 miles, 2 RGH leading, 3 CLY right, 4 CLY left. Royals patrolling to front. Moved SW 47 miles over bad going directed on chur es sufan 290. Towards evening 3 CLY engaged enemy column containing 3 tanks. Leaguered in the area 3802 about 10 miles north of objective.



27/12/41

Moved on down SW to chur es sufan and 2 miles SW at chuer es scian 3 CLY and 4 CLY were involved with 16 enemy tanks and later were forced to take up a position opposite about 26 enemy tanks on high ground.

2 RGH were watching right flank and were not involved. Our artillery shelled the enemy positions. At dusk 22 Armd Bde withdrew NE to leaguer. The Royals during the day had attempted to find the enemy’s right flank. The situation at 1700 hrs as reported by them.

The enemy was holding a line from agedabia south along a track and then east towards 4085, this being the utmost extension of his right flank. 22 Gds Bde was north of agedabia.



28/12/41

0930 – 22 Armd Bde had taken up battle positions with 4 CLY left, 3 CLY centre, 2 RGH right in the same location as previous day. RGH were ordered to guard right flank. The enemy was seen at first light to have 6 tanks along the ridge he had occupied on the previous day. There was very considerable movement over ridge towards our position. At the same time the movement on our right flank developed, a great deal of enemy transport and guns got into position and started shelling our right flank.

1130 – Eventually the enemy succeeded in leapfrogging anti-tank guns round our right flank which was receiving very heavy fire. 2 RGH withdrew to a more suitable ridge about 200 yards NE. 3 CLY conformed to this movement on our left.

1330 – The enemy was stiffening his attack with an increased number of tanks – estimate strength of enemy now reached 50.

1400 – Bde HQ and A1 Echelon had been separated from fighting regiments by a column of enemy who had come down south from the agedabia area.

1530 – Enemy tanks withdrew across our left flank. The three tank regiments with supporting artillery withdrew to the south owing to increasingly heavy pressure from enemy column with A/T guns and artillery on right flank. After going 15 miles south the Bde then turned north-east to contact Bde HQ.

1700 – 2 RGH dive bombed by Stukas. Shortage of petrol became serious and Bde prepared to leaguer as soon as contact with enemy broken. Leaguered a C3574.



Killed

2Lt A.E. Mitchell, Sgt Rumsey, 3 ORs



Missing

1 NCO, 9 ORs



Wounded

2Lt G.C. Williams, 3 ORs



29/12/41

Bde moved NW to chor el chisma X2511. 22 Armd Bde acted as left protection to Gde Bde attacking agedabia and remained static all day.



30/12/41

0830 – German tanks attacked from south. Number of enemy tanks estimated to be 60.

0845 – H Sqn rejoined Regt and refuelled. 2 RGH faced south on left of £ & $ CLY. (RGH 36 tanks, 3 CLY 8 tanks, 4 CLY 15 tanks).

Bde held 3 successive positions withdrawing NE to cover B Echelon and supporting artillery.

1100 – At third position X2918 enemy tanks withdrew. 22 Armd Bde leaguered at X3957.



Killed

2Lt D’Arcy Francis, 3 ORs



Missing

Capt M.G. Ling, 2 NCO, 1 OR



Wounded

2Lt E. Ades, 4 ORs



31/12/41

22 Armd Bde withdrew north of antelat X4783. 

Strength decrease

Major D.McD. Reinhold killed in action 23/12/412

Lt A.E. Mitchell killed in action 28/12/41

2Lt D’Arcy Francis killed in action 30/12/41

2Lt G.C. Williams wounded and admitted to hospital 28/12/41

2Lt E. Ades wounded and admitted to hospital 30/12/41

Capt M.G. Ling reported missing 30/12/41

14 ORs killed in action

19 ORs wounded and admitted to hospital

22 ORs sick and admitted to hospital

20 ORs reported missing



Strength increase 

2 ORs rejoined Regt from hospital

25 ORs rejoined Regt from LOB Camp. 



Strength of Regt at 31/12/41 – 21 officers – 442 ORs



War diaries for the 

2nd Royal Gloucestershire Hussars 

CO: Lt Col N.A. Birley



Casualties 18/11/41 (Day 1) to 4/2/42



Killed    PoW    Missing    Wounded

Officers     6    5    5    7

ORs     29    23    22    27

March 1942: Missing

April 1942: Missing



[Transcriber’s note: It is probable that 2 RGH spent the period of February to mid-May in resting and training]





War diaries for the 

2nd Royal Gloucestershire Hussars 

CO: Lt Col N.A. Birley

May 1942



1–25, Not available



26/5/42

Bde moved to cover minefield gaps B.701 380402



27/5/42

2 RGH in reserve faced south while remainder of Bde faced NW. The enemy attacked from the SW with 120 tanks, 60 of which were diverted on to the Regtl box. The box was overrun and the regt lost nearly 30% of its tank strength.

The Regt was ordered to move north at 1000 hrs to pivot on Gds Bde box at Knightsbridge. Regt took up position on ridge east of Knightsbridge and faced south. Unit then replenished and observed 6 pdrs in action for the first time.

In evening at B.653 repelled attack from the west (25 Mark III/IV).

Lt Ades lost in first action with whole troop at 701.

Sqn Leader’s tank with rear link was knocked out.

Lt Proctor wounded.



Wounded, 9

Killed, 2 

Missing, believed killed, 1

Missing, 14

Missing believed PoW, 10

Awards.

2Lt Summerell, MC

Sgt Yool, DCM

Sgt Poole, MM

28/5/42

Sat all day waiting (bir bellifa).

Lined up at dark from bir bellifa to 653.

Germans expected to break through east along valley north of bir bellifa. ‘Thin Red Line’.

Incident when friendly staff car, 2 A/C and 2 15 cwt rushed through the line from Gds Box.



Wounded – 1.



29/5/42

G Sqn went to help 3 CLY B.601 in an attack from the south by the enemy.

H Sqn with RHQ went to intercept enemy column advancing from harmat.

In dust storm, one troop got right in among the enemy and lost 1 tank.

4 CLY arrived in the evening and a brief action took place as dust cleared.

Leaguered at midnight.

Lt Meade went back to B1, thence to hospital.



Missing believed PoW – 3.



30/5/42

Reveille 0430.

Went west to help 4th Bde in an attack on harmat.

Attack was put in after some delay but ground was not held. Some A/T guns destroyed.

In afternoon lined up to receive counter attack which did not materialise.

2nd Bde on right attacked group of 25 enemy tanks on ridge SW of bir el aslagh under cover of smoke provided by arty. Leaguered ½ mile east of B.230.

2Lt Summerell wounded.



Wounded – 2

2 troops under 2Lts Jeffrey and Jaques went under comd 9th Lancers for this attack.



31/5/42

Reveille 0430. Everyone now very tired.

LtCol Birley, Majors White, Lloyd, Trevor, Capts Muir, Milvain and 2Lt Wareham went back to A1.

Unit now under comd 3 CLY.

Major King formed composite Sqn with Capt Gordon-Creed and 2Lts Jeffrey and Boyd.

Tank strength 16 Crusaders and 2 Honeys.

In the evening an order was received to stand by for infantry attack. This did not materialise. 

Regt Strength 31 officers and 513 ORs. 



Missing believed PoW, 3

Wounded, 4







War diaries for the 

2nd Royal Gloucestershire Hussars 

CO: Lt Col N.A. Birley

June 1942



1/6/42

2 patrols sent forward under Capt Gordon-Creed and 2Lt Jeffrey to bir el aslagh to ‘test’ tanks on ridge.

Tanks found to be derelict but A/T guns dug in on ridge among tanks. One tank hit.

Crusaders handed over to 4 CLY.

Composite Sqn returned to A1

Capt Gordon-Creed to B1.



Killed, 2

Wounded, 1



Awards, Sgt Ogden MM



2/6/42

Regt moved to rear Bde B.605 to refit with Honeys and Grants from 4th Hussars. 32 Honeys and 14 Grants collected.

Capt Cookson came from B2 to G Sqn and Capt Maunsell to H Sqn.

Regt temporarily reinforced from Tank Reinforcement Sqn.



3/6/42

Major White went back to B and was subsequently evacuated to kospital.

Major Taylor took over H Sqn. Capt Tubbs went as 2i/c to B Echelon.



4/6/42

Capt Pitman came to tanks from B1.

Capt Milvain went back to command Bde B2 Echelon.

Regt moved into position with 4 CLY B.702.

Tank strength:– H Sqn 14, F Sqn 12 (Grants), G Sqn 14, RHQ 4.

2Lt Knight Bruce missing believed PoW since confirmed PoW.



Wounded 1.



5/6/42

After bombardment from 0300 to 0345 (100 guns), composite Bde (4 CLY, 2 RGH) attacked west from B.230. Intention, to make sweep via bir el scirab B.175, and rally B.230. Indians with Valentines had attacked before dawn and held triangle bir el tamar, B.202, B.178. Our attack reached B.178 where heavy A/T gunfire from guns dug in on ridge prevented any further advance. The Bde rallied B.203. 2 RGH and 4 CLY took up position facing west on ridge one mile south of B.203.

2 attacks by Germans, about 20 tanks in each thrust with infantry and infantry guns, were held off during the middle of the day and afternoon.

F Sqn went to help 3 CLY and Valentines repel attack at B.100 in the evening. 4 German Mark IV were destroyed and claimed by F Sqn. Regt moved off to leaguer at 167 (bir bellifa) at 2130 hrs. Reached 167 at 0030 hrs owing to having to pass through Indian Bde who were attacked and cut up later that night by German tanks.

Lt Peel missing from morning attack now confirmed wounded PoW.



Wounded – 4, killed – 1.



6/6/42

Broke leaguer at 0515 to find line of German tanks (25) with strong force of guns and A/T guns facing us on ridge T.185 to our south.

Regt formed up with 3 CLY on right, Gds Bde to our rear. No move was made by the enemy or our tanks but they were shelled by the Gds arty. The enemy put down some HE among us causing us to lose 2 Grants and 1 Honey.

The German tanks did not advance on to the box and we were ordered to advance east and conform to 3 CLY.

On approaching 167 the column was subjected to very heavy fire from the SE by 88 mm guns and so 3 CLY turned north into valley by bir bellifa. 2 RGH conformed to this movement.

22 Armd Bde formed up facing SW at B.653 to help Box (de Graz) B.180.

Col Birley died of wounds and Capt Muir (Adj) was killed in move east and north round bir bellifa by 88 mm guns.

Leaguered blockhouse B.653.



G Sqn Major Lloyd – 7 Honeys

H Sqn Major Taylor – 7 Honeys



RHQ – 3 Honeys

F Sqn – 2 Grants



Major Trevor in command.

22 Armd Bde Regt:– 4 CLY, – 8 Crusaders, 14 Grants 

3 CLY – 5 Crusaders

4 RTR – 15 Valentines 

2 RGH – 17 Honeys. 

2Lt G. Wareham and 2Lt Jeffrey went to A1.In Regt tank strength, Major Trevor, Major Kink, Major Taylor, Capt Cookson (rear link), 2Lts P. Jaques, J. Eckersley, G. Boyd, P. Crawford.



Killed, 3

Wounded, 5



7/6/42

Regt moved NE to 187 (15 tanks, F fitters).

Mr Jeffrey returned to tanks.

Last 2 Grants handed over to 3 CLY.

8 tanks made a patrol to bir el rigel, afterwards joined by 22 Armd Bde Regt. No action took place.

Quiet day, leaguered at 2100 at 187 (3842).

Wounded – 4.



8/6/42

2Lt Jaques to B1.

Regt became Patrol Sqn for 22 Armd Bde. Recce SW, west and NW TP.191, B.652.



Major Trevor in command.

HQ, Capt Cookson (rear link), 2Lt G. Boyd (navigator).

H Sqn, 2Lt Eckersley – 3 tanks, Sgt A’Bear – 3 tanks

G Sqn, 2Lt Jeffrey – 3 tanks, Sgt Anderson – 3 tanks



Little activity, quiet day. Trevor Column suggested. Leaguered 0930 hrs 377427.



9/6/42

2 RGH (1 Sqn) again went on patrol to B.154 facing W, SW, NW.

Major Trevor went to see Brig Willison. Talk of forming column with 18 Honeys, 6 Crusader, 4 Grants, one Sqn of A/Cs, one troop of 25 pdrs, one Coy of infantry and six 6 pdrs to go through minefields and harass MET behind German lines. Operation to be known as ‘Arduous’. The Echelon of this column would be enormous and the column has quite lost the idea of a quick dash.



10/6/42

At 1000 hrs news came of German attack probably developing towards Knightsbridge in NE direction so column idea off.

2 RGH withdrew to el adem to refit and despatch H Sqn south of bir hacheim to join 7th Armd Div Motor Bde on harassing column.



Casualties to date since Day 1 May 27th:

Killed, 8

Wounded, 31

Missing, 14

Missing blvd PoW, 1

Missing blvd killed, 1



11/6/42

Reveille 0630.

At 1230 H Sqn moved south to join 7th Motor Bde’s ‘July Column’ with complete A1 and B Echelons.

Major Taylor, Capt Maunsell, Lts Eckersley, Crawford, Stuart Jones, G. Wareham (RHQ), navigator, and Sgt A’Bear. 16 Honeys.

2 Lt Kirkby i/c A1.

Capt Tubbs i/c B1.

The remainder of the Regt under Major Trevor moved back to B1 B.894, el adem. Capt Gordon-Creed went to HQ 1st Armd Div Staff (temporarily).

Wounded – 2.



12/6/42

Major Trevor killed at acroma by Stukas.

Major Lloyd takes command.

Bde B Echelon moved from 4 miles west of el adem to el mrassas.

11 vehicle loaned to 1st Armd Div HQ RE (CRE) for one week.

Majors Lloyd and King go to see Bde about keeping the Regt together and not allowing it to be dispersed or separated.



Wounded, 3

Killed, 1



13/6/42

Regt remained with Bde B Echelon.

Majors Lloyd and King go to Bde and Div to keep Regt together.

Tank battle between Knightsbridge and el adem.

Germans said to have 80 tanks left.



20/6/42

Ordered to join 8th Hussars (4th Armd Bde), where we were to provide one Sqn and Echelon to operate with 4 Armd Bde Support Group in harassing column. Remainder of Regt to go to mersa matruh.



Wounded, 4

Missing, 2

July 1942



2/7/42

G Sqn were ordered to join 22 Armd Bde whom they reached at 890276 becoming reserve Sqn to Bde under Bde command. The Sqn consisted largely of G Sqn personnel but was made up to strength by drawing upon other Sqns. Officers: Major S.L. Lloyd, Capt P.H. Cookson, Capt E.H. Milvain, Lt G. Boyd, Lt Meade, 2Lt Jeffrey, 2Lt Jaques and Lt E. Taylor (comd Sqn A Echelon).

Bde carried out an attack on German tanks in the afternoon, in the area 880275.



3/7/42

Sqn still in reserve. 2Lt Jaques was evacuated at 0830 being wounded in the leg by shellfire directed at Bde HQ.



4/7/42

F & H Sqns and RHQ returned to sidi bishr from bab el arab.

G Sqn came under command 4 CLY (Major H.B. Scott). The Sqn carried out an afternoon attack against German infantry in the area 886278.

After advancing a little way they were ordered to withdraw having taken 6 prisoners.

A direct hit on a tank by HE caused two casualties, 1 fatal.

Killed, 1

Wounded, 2



5/7/42

Regt moved to damanhur as canal guard under command 10 Div. G Sqn handed over Honeys to 5 RTR in exchange for 14 Crusaders, and were made up to strength, 16, by the addition of 2 Crusaders from 3 CLY under 2Lt Sale and augmented by 3 personnel from 22 Armd Bde HQ.

That evening the Sqn passed under command 9th Lancers, commanded by Lt Col R. McDonnell.

The 9th Lancer Regt consisted of one 9L Sqn of Crusaders, one 9L Sqn of Grants and G Sqn 2 RGH.

Lancers remained in position in the area west of alam broshaza holding positions alternately on the north ridge and the south ridge. G Sqn took their turn in these operations.



12/7/42

2Lt Jeffrey and his troop captured a Pzkw II almost undamaged, and also captured the crew.



15/7/42

9th Lancers came under command 2nd Armd Bde, 1st Armd Div and advanced with a New Zealand Bde and 22 Armd Bde (on their left), to Pt64 881279. About 4 miles of ground were made.

At about 1700 hrs, in an advance to secure ground 881279, Sgt Gladman and Tpr Wright were killed, their tank being hit by an anti-tank gun. Lt G. Boyd, L/Cpl Eighteen and Tpr Brett had their tank hit by the same gun and were wounded.

Thereafter 9 Lancers patrolled the area 879275 either to the [?] or to the north looking towards el ruweisat. 



Killed, 2

Wounded, 5

16/7/42

2Lt C. Kirkby who had come up to the Sqn the day before was killed by machine-gun fire when on patrol.

2Lt Jeffrey was wounded by A/T gun fire.



Killed, 1

Wounded, 1



18/7/42

Regt returned from canal guard.

Postings to the Regt:

Lt Col T.G.G. Cooper

Lts Alltree, D. Gilliat, I.M. Walker, F.N. Norbury, R.I. Turner.

CO: Lt Col T.G.G. Cooper



August 1942



25/8/42

G Sqn arrived at 429899. Capt Milvain stayed behind sick. Sqn ordered to form part of an exploiting force under Major McIntyre 9 Aust Div, to operate in operations at any time after midnight Aug 25th.



The operation known as ‘Bulimba’ was planned:

a) To pierce the German defences at west Pt23 SW of tel al eisa 873299 by means of a barrage by the arty of 5 Australian Bde, followed by an attack by a Btn of infantry (2/15 Btn). They were to be supported by a Sqn of Valentines of 40 RTR.

b) After the breach had been made, the exploiting force was to go through and do as much damage as it could to enemy L of C and workshops as far as the track running south from sidi abd el rahmen.

The exploiting force consisted of G Sqn 2 RGH, Sqn HQ of 9 Australian Div, a troop of 25 pdrs, a troop of 6 pdrs, a troop of 2 pdrs, a platoon of infantry, REs and could claim support from a battery of medium artillery, operating from behind. A fighter umbrella had been lain on and bomber support had been promised.

The operation was to take place at first light the day after any attack by German armour in the south.



31/8/42

At 0300 5 RTR moved into battle positions at 43788805 B.79, facing south and SE, left flank Regt. F Sqn left flank Sqn. The order was to stand firm. No withdrawal from that position.

H Sqn (A Sqn 5 RTR) had patrols out at 77 ridge.

G Sqn remained at 429899 till 2300 hrs, when they moved up to 875298 to take part in operation Bulimba at first light.

As the attacking force was unable to hold open the hole which it had pierced in the enemy defences, the exploiting force was not called upon.

H Sqn moved at 0300 and were ordered to take up battle position.

At 1400 they were ordered to contact approaching enemy and their role was to draw the enemy on to our main battle position. 3 tanks were lost, 2 men being wounded. Several enemy tanks were hit, one being definitely destroyed. The Sqn were engaged until 2300 as contact patrol.

CO: Lt Col T.G.G. Cooper

September 1942



1/9/42

At 0230 exchange of shots between enemy tanks and F Sqn. One enemy Mark II destroyed after which the enemy retired (range 500 yards). The enemy advanced from the south and during the day a battle was fought from first light until 1130 and again from 1700 until one hour after dark.

F Sqn (C Sqn 5 RTR) Casualties:

Lt Anderson

Sgt Conner (US Army)

Tpr Benton F Sqn.

10 of our tanks were partially disabled but continued to fight and were recovered later. 9 enemy tanks destroyed.

The Sqn in spite of all tanks being hit continued to fight all tanks and only one man was seriously wounded.

H Sqn patrol assisted by a troop of 6 pdrs had a successful action at first light.

2 enemy tanks destroyed and remainder were forced to retire rapidly from behind our main battle position which they had approached during the night.

The enemy then launched a second attack on our main battle positions and succeeded in working round the left flank. H Sqn were ordered to ward off enemy tanks which were attacking from left rear of our main battle position.



H Sqn tank strength:– 7 Crusaders (3 close support).



The Sqn succeeded in getting a good hull-down position and held off the enemy.

A Sqn of Grants was sent to assist, but in trying to engage with their low 75 mm guns were forced to show themselves and lost 1 tank. The rest retired.

The main enemy attack appeared to be diverted from this front at 1000 hrs.

H Sqn was relieved by Grants from 3 CLY and were then held in reserve.

While the Sqn was in reserve position they came under heavy shellfire and Lt Turner was killed.

Constant activity of our bombers during the night caused large fires in the enemy lines.



H Sqn tank strength: 6

Killed, 1



2/9/42

Major Taylor went out on patrol with a troop and brought in a 150 mm gun mounted on an unidentified tank chassis.

3/9/42

Capt Maunsell, Lt Stuart Jones and Sgt A’Bear on patrol at first light knocked out 2 enemy tanks.

Patrol remained in contact until 2000 hrs. Unable to advance owing to anti-tank gun positions.

Capt Brenchley arrived.



4/9/42

G Sqn ordered to come under command 10 Armd Div and joined 10 Hussars as Div reserve at 434844.

H Sqn little activity. Tank strength 8.



5/9/42

2Lt D. Sault joins the Regt.

Three 6 pdr Crusaders arrived for H Sqn.

Enemy gradually withdrawing.



CO: Lt Col T.G.G. Cooper

November 1942



28/11/42

Motor cycle trial held in the morning. At midday the instructions to move to khatatba were cancelled. News was received that the Regiment was to be disbanded. Major M.H. Taylor, in the absence of the Commanding Officer and the 2i/c, made this momentous announcement on a Regimental Parade. He informed the parade that the Regiment would cease to exist and that personnel would eventually join other units. Injunctions were given to dispel the many rumours then current and it appeared that nothing could be done, only wait for the disbanding of the Regiment. Major Taylor went on to say that originally 3 CLY were to have suffered the fate but as they were a first line unit and 2nd RGH a second line unit the blow would fall on the 2nd RGH despite the Regiment’s impressive battle record and its seniority in the 22nd Armoured Brigade.

In the evening Major General Norman, AFV, GHQ, informed the officers and SNCOs that owing to the discontinuance of armoured reinforcements from UK to Middle East this Regiment would be used for drafting to units in the field.



30/11/42

Strength as at 30/11/42 



Officers, 30

Attch officers, 3



ORs, 518

Attch ORs, 24



CO: Lt Col T.G.G. Cooper



December 1942



25/12/42

Christmas Day.

Holy Communion at 0730 in stable Chapel.

Morning Service at 0915 in stable Chapel.

Inter-Squadron football competitions.

A Regimental Christmas Dinner was held for the men in the naafi at sidi bishr Camp at which the men were served by the officers and sergeants. In his speech, Lt Col Cooper said that this was the first time in the history of the unit that it was possible to hold the Christmas Dinner Regimentally.

No information could be given about the future but the prospects were not very cheering; still this cloud was not to interfere with our Christmas festivities.

Cpl D.E. Green HQ Sqn replied to the Commanding Officer’s Toast.





26/12/42

Boxing Day.

Regimental sports competitions. Officers Mess dinner. Definite news about the disbanding of the Regiment. About 20 Naval personnel visited the Regiment as a result of Lt Commander Thornton’s visit on the 22nd of December.



28/12/42

Final Regimental Parade. Inspection by the Commanding Officer.

In his address the Commanding Officer announced that despite the combined efforts of many notable people to keep this famous Regiment intact, word had now been received that we were to disband.

F Sqn would go mostly to the 4th Hussars, G Sqn to the Wiltshire Yeomanry and H Sqn to the 8th Hussars. He reminded the Regiment of their fine battle record and asked them to give of their best wherever they went.

Continuing, the Commanding Officer said that it was intended that a reunion be held after the war and that it would be announced in the Press. Concluding, he wished all ranks good luck, happiness and victory in 1943.

A photograph was taken of the Regiment on this its last parade.



31/12/42

Strength as at 31/12/42.

Officers, 27

Attch officers, 3



ORs, 536

Attch ORs, 21
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