
  [image: cover]


  
    
  


  Conor McPherson


  THE

  BRIGHTENING

  AIR


  [image: ]


  NICK HERN BOOKS


  London


  www.nickhernbooks.co.uk


  
    
  


  


  Contents


  Original Production


  Epigraph


  Characters


  The Brightening Air


  About the Authors


  Copyright and Performing Rights Information


  
    
  


  


  The Brightening Air was first performed at The Old Vic, London, on 10 April 2025, with the following cast:


  
    
      	
        ELIZABETH

      

      	

      	
        Derbhle Crotty

      
    


    
      	
        BRENDAN

      

      	

      	
        Eimhin Fitzgerald Doherty

      
    


    
      	
        STEPHEN

      

      	

      	
        Brian Gleeson

      
    


    
      	
        FREYA

      

      	

      	
        Aisling Kearns

      
    


    
      	
        FATHER PIERRE

      

      	

      	
        Sen McGinley

      
    


    
      	
        LYDIA

      

      	

      	
        Hannah Morrish

      
    


    
      	
        DERMOT

      

      	

      	
        Chris ODowd

      
    


    
      	
        BILLIE

      

      	

      	
        Rosie Sheehy

      
    


    
      	
        UNDERSTUDIES

      

      	

      	
    


    
      	
        BILLIE/FREYA

      

      	

      	
        Ella Maria Carmen

      
    


    
      	
        BRENDAN/STEPHEN

      

      	

      	
        Callum Cronin

      
    


    
      	
        DERMOT/FATHER PIERRE

      

      	

      	
        Joseph McCarthy

      
    


    
      	
        ELIZABETH/LYDIA

      

      	

      	
        Amy Vicary-Smith

      
    


    
      	
        Director

      

      	

      	
        Conor McPherson

      
    


    
      	
        Set & Costume

      

      	

      	
        Rae Smith

      
    


    
      	
        Lighting

      

      	

      	
        Mark Henderson

      
    


    
      	
        Sound

      

      	

      	
        Gregory Clarke

      
    


    
      	
        Movement & Intimacy

      

      	

      	
        Lucy Hind

      
    


    
      	
        Casting

      

      	

      	
        Serena Hill CDG

      
    


    
      	
        Voice

      

      	

      	
        Charlie Hughes-DAeth

      
    


    
      	
        Dialect

      

      	

      	
        Danile Lydon

      
    


    
      	
        Fights

      

      	

      	
        Kate Waters

      
    


    
      	
        Associate Director

      

      	

      	
        Anastasia Osei-Kuffour

      
    


    
      	
        Associate Set

      

      	

      	
        Niall McKeever

      
    


    
      	
        Costume Supervisor

      

      	

      	
        Poppy Hall

      
    


    
      	
        Wigs, Hair & Make-Up

        Supervisor

      

      	

      	
        Kim Kasim

      
    


    
      	
        Props Supervisor

      

      	

      	
        Fahmida Bakht

      
    


    
      	
        Music Associate

      

      	

      	
        Ben McQuigg

      
    


    
      	
        Company Stage Manager

      

      	

      	
        Laura Draper

      
    


    
      	
        Deputy Stage Manager

      

      	

      	
        Fran ODonnell

      
    


    
      	
        Assistant Stage Manager

        (Book Cover)

      

      	

      	
        Sophie Alice Cooper

      
    

  


  
    
  


  


  Characters


  BILLIE, late twenties


  STEPHEN, her brother, early forties


  DERMOT, brother to Billie and Stephen, forties


  LYDIA, married to Dermot, forties


  FATHER PIERRE, uncle to Billie, Stephen and Dermot, sixties


  ELIZABETH, housekeeper to Father Pierre, fifties


  FREYA, caf waitress, twenties


  BRENDAN, a farmer and barman, twenties


  Setting


  A large house in the countryside in Ireland, 1981.


  Note on Text


  Words in [square brackets] are unspoken.


  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.


  
    
  


  


  ACT FOUR


  The lights rise to find BRENDAN sitting at the piano, playing. A bag and a coat belonging to STEPHEN sit nearby. BILLIE comes in. She stands in the doorway watching BRENDAN silently.


  BILLIE. I was sorry about your mom.


  BRENDAN. Oh hi.


  BILLIE. I was sorry to hear about your mother.


  BRENDAN stops playing.


  BRENDAN. Oh. Thanks. Yeah.


  BILLIE brings the tray to the piano, putting it down.


  BILLIE. You found her.


  BRENDAN. Yeah.


  BILLIE. In the toilet?


  BRENDAN. Yeah.


  BILLIE. That must have been weird.


  BRENDAN. Yeah, I thought maybe she’d fallen down, or collapsed, but… Yeah.


  BILLIE. I’m sorry I wasn’t at the funeral.


  BRENDAN. That’s okay.


  BILLIE. No one told me when it was on.


  BRENDAN. Yeah, I know, don’t…


  BILLIE. You play nice.


  BRENDAN. Ah, I can’t play. There was a piano in our bar. I used to get lessons. But not since I was in fourth class.


  BILLIE. You living up there on your own now?


  BRENDAN. Hm? Yeah.


  BILLIE. What’s it like? Must be nice?


  BRENDAN. It’s quiet. The same old lads come in. They don’t say very much.


  BILLIE. I’d say that’s how you like it.


  BRENDAN. It’s always been like that. Big changes here.


  BILLIE. My uncle is living here now – the priest.


  BRENDAN. Mm.


  BILLIE. People are gonna come here to live here and pray with him. People are coming today. They’re gonna stay here and have a special mass. It’s mad.


  BRENDAN. Stephen’s moving out.


  BILLIE. Yeah. He’s going.


  BRENDAN. Yeah, he told me to wait here, he went to the bank to get me my money.


  BILLIE. You’re finally gonna get it.


  BRENDAN. Yeah, I told him not to bother, but…


  BILLIE. Yeah.


  BRENDAN. You’re not going with him? When he moves out?


  BILLIE. Nah.


  BRENDAN. You’re happy enough here.


  BILLIE. Here, listen, why don’t I come up to you some evening? I could help you.


  BRENDAN. Yeah?


  BILLIE. You know I like you, Brendan.


  BRENDAN. Yeah?


  BILLIE. Yeah. I always do. You know that. I could help you. It wouldn’t be quiet.


  BRENDAN. That’s for sure.


  BILLIE. I’ll come over. I can come tonight. I can come any night.


  BRENDAN. Yeah… look, listen, you know Freya…


  BILLIE. Who?


  BRENDAN. Freya. Freya.


  BILLIE. What about her?


  BRENDAN. Yeah, she’s she… You know. She comes and… So… she’s… already helping me.


  BILLIE. My uncle Dermot’s Freya?


  BRENDAN. Yeah.


  BILLIE. That’s young enough to be his daughter?


  BRENDAN. Yeah, well, she’s not… They’re not… any more, they don’t…


  BILLIE. And she’s coming up there with you?


  BRENDAN. She has experience, you know, working behind a bar and she’s…


  BILLIE. Is she your girlfriend?


  BRENDAN. I don’t know.


  BILLIE. You don’t know? How do you not know something like that, Brendan.


  BRENDAN. I don’t know.


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  


  CONOR McPHERSON


  Conor McPherson was born in Dublin in 1971 and attended University College Dublin, where he began to write and direct. Original stage plays include Rum & Vodka, The Good Thief, This Lime Tree Bower, St Nicholas, The Weir (Olivier, Evening Standard and Critics Circle Awards), Dublin Carol, Port Authority, Shining City (Tony Award-nominated), The Seafarer (Tony, Olivier and Evening Standard Award nominations), The Veil and The Night Alive (New York Drama Critics Circle Award for Best Play). Theatre adaptations include Daphne du Mauriers The Birds (Gate Theatre, Dublin and Guthrie Theater, Minneapolis), August Strindbergs The Dance of Death (Donmar at Trafalgar Studios), Franz Xaver Kroetzs The Nest (Young Vic, London), and Paweł Pawlikowskis Cold War (Almeida Theatre, 2023). His 2020 adaptation of Chekhovs Uncle Vanya won the South Bank Show Sky Arts Theatre Award and was broadcast by BBC TV and PBS in the United States.


  His collaboration with Bob Dylan, Girl from the North Country, opened at The Old Vic, London, before transferring to the West End (winning two Olivier Awards) and Broadway, where it was nominated for seven Tony Awards, including Best Musical, Best Director, Best Book of a Musical, and won the Tony for Best Orchestrations.


  Awards for his screenwriting include four Best Screenplay Awards from the Irish Film and Television Academy; Spanish Screenwriters Circle Best Screenplay Award; the CICAE award for Best Film from the Berlin Film Festival; the Jury Prize from the San Sebastián Film Festival; and the Méliès dargent award for Best European Film.


  
    
  


  A Nick Hern Book


  The Brightening Air first published in Great Britain in 2025 as a paperback original by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP


  The Brightening Air copyright  2025 Conor McPherson


  Conor McPherson has asserted his right to be identified as the author of this work


  Front cover: Joseph Mallord William Turner, Lake Albano, National Galleries of Scotland


  Designed and typeset by Nick Hern Books, London


  ISBN 978 1 83904 419 9 (print edition)

  ISBN 978 1 78850 860 5 (ebook edition)


  CAUTION This ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the authors and publishers rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly.


  Amateur Performing Rights Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language throughout the world should be addressed to the Performing Rights Manager, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


  Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


  New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne, 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


  United States of America and Canada: Curtis Brown Ltd, see details below.


  Professional Performing Rights Application for performance by professionals in any medium and in any language throughout the world should be addressed to Curtis Brown Ltd, Cunard House, 15 Regent Street, St. Jamess, London SW1Y 4LR, tel +44 (0)20 7393 4400, fax +44 (0)20 7393 4401, email cb@curtisbrown.co.uk


  No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for amateur performance.
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