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For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

— Matthew 24:24

Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.

— Acts 3:21

I beheld another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.

— Revelation 14:6
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​Governing Thesis
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Christianity, after the deaths of the Apostles, lost the priesthood authority, prophetic offices, sealing keys, ordinances, doctrinal unity, and visible organization that Jesus Christ established in the meridian of time. What remained — sincere faith in Christ, treasured fragments of scripture, charitable works, philosophical theology, and devotion — was real and precious, but it was not the same as the Church Christ founded. The Restoration through Joseph Smith was therefore not optional; it was necessary, prophesied, and divinely effected.

This book argues that thesis from primary sources, with careful attention to what the historical record can and cannot bear, addressed throughout to a sincere Christian reader who already loves Jesus Christ and who deserves to be reasoned with rather than preached at.
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​A Word on Sources and Their Reliability
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This book draws on three tiers of sources, transparently weighted.

Tier One — Primary and Contemporary. The canonical scriptures (Old Testament, New Testament, Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, Pearl of Great Price); the writings of the Apostolic Fathers and the ante-Nicene Christian witnesses (Clement, Ignatius, Polycarp, the Didache, Irenaeus, Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Hippolytus, Cyprian, and Eusebius); the conciliar acts of the early ecumenical councils; the contemporary documents of the Restoration (Joseph Smith's revelations as recorded at the time, the manuscript histories, contemporary diaries and letters of Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, Oliver Cowdery, Brigham Young, Lucy Mack Smith, and the other founding witnesses). These sources carry the highest evidentiary weight.

Tier Two — Faithful Reminiscence and Family Memory. Lucy Mack Smith's History of Joseph Smith by His Mother; the recollections of Joseph F. Smith; the autobiographies of close associates of the early Brethren; and analogous patristic and Reformation-era recollective sources. These are trusted but read with attention to memory's distance from event.

Tier Three — Later Synthesis and Devotional History. B. H. Roberts's Comprehensive History of the Church; Joseph Fielding Smith's Essentials in Church History; the standard modern academic histories of Christianity (Pelikan, Brown, González, MacCulloch, Wilken, McGrath); the standard Latter-day Saint reference works (the Joseph Smith Papers, the Gospel Topics essays, the Encyclopedia of Mormonism); and modern apostolic discourses. These are drawn upon for narrative flow and modern doctrinal articulation, with the understanding that when they synthesize beyond the contemporary record their interpretive weight is correspondingly lighter.

When a striking historical claim rests only on Tier Three, the relevant footnote flags it as such.
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​Editorial Cautions to the Reader
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This is a book of historical argument, careful sourcing, and respectful invitation. The author owes the reader several disclosures before the chapters begin.

On the working method. This manuscript was undertaken as a creative collaboration with an AI research assistant working from a primary-source library under the author's running review. The convictions, the controlling thesis, the audience, the tone discipline, the eight-Part architecture, the locked table of contents, the recurring motifs (including the standing posture identified throughout the book as both columns are real), the personal-story plan, and the final editorial judgments belong to the author. The drafting from cited sources — the patient work of weaving footnoted historical material into chapter-length prose — was done by the assistant under the author's direction, chapter by chapter, with every batch reviewed and approved before the next was begun. Every doctrinal claim, every source citation, every paragraph carries the author's final responsibility. This disclosure is given in three places, on purpose: here in the front matter, again in the Author's Note, and once more in the colophon at the back of the book. No reader should be in any doubt about how the book was made.

On the standing posture. The book argues — at considerable length and with care — that what now goes by the name Christianity is not the same in its offices, its ordinances, or its priesthood authority as the Church Jesus Christ organized in the meridian of time. The book also argues — equally at length and with equal care — that sincere Christians across nineteen centuries have preserved, treasured, and lived by real faith in Jesus Christ, and that this faith is not in any way denied or diminished by the Restoration's claims. The author calls this standing posture both columns are real. The reader will encounter it at ten deliberate points across the book. He will not encounter it in the form of a slogan; he will encounter it in the form of an argument carried by the chapters themselves.

On what this book is not. This book is not the author's testimony book. The author has written that book elsewhere, under the title Though It Be Told You. This book is a sourced and footnoted argument addressed to a careful Christian reader who has not yet considered the Restoration's claims, and who deserves to be addressed with evidence and respect rather than with sentiment.

On topics deliberately set aside. The book is disciplined about its scope. Plural marriage, exaltation doctrine in its fuller dimensions (the King Follett discourse, plurality of gods, eternal progression), the precise inner content of the temple endowment, and the precise dating of the Melchizedek priesthood restoration are each touched only at the doctrinal-substance level necessary to the book's argument, with footnotes pointing the reader to the standard scholarly Latter-day Saint treatments of each. The reader who wants the fuller treatment of any of these will find them in their proper places in the literature.

On the author's posture toward other Christians. The book is never sarcastic toward other Christians, never triumphalist, and never coy. It treats Catholics, Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Anglicans, Lutherans, Reformed, Anabaptists, Restorationists, Evangelicals, and every other Christian tradition with the fairness their witness deserves. Where the book disagrees, it disagrees on doctrinal and historical substance, not on personalities and not on goodness.

On items the author has flagged for the reader's own attention. The drafting of every chapter ended with a five-part review-note section. Three of those sections — Historical Concerns, Source Concerns, and Author Review Flags — are preserved in the published manuscript as part of the book's transparent scholarly apparatus. The Author Review Flags in particular are items the author has personally adjudicated as worth the reader's notice. They are summarized here, by chapter, so that the reader who wants the author's own running commentary on his draft can find it at a glance:

[The carried-forward Author Review Flags from each of the 38 chapters are reproduced as a separate appendix at the back of the book — see Appendix C: Author's Running Notes — for the reader who wants to engage with the author's own marginal commentary. The chapters themselves retain their Historical and Source Concerns sections inline at the close of each chapter.]
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​Author's Note
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The book in your hands began with a quiet conviction and a long question.

The conviction is the one I have held since the first time I knelt as a young missionary on Spanish ground and read the testimony of Joseph Smith with real intent. The Church Christ organized in the meridian of time, with apostles and prophets at its head and priesthood authority running through it, was lost — not in spirit, not in sincerity, not in love — but in the offices and ordinances that bind heaven and earth. And in 1820, in a grove of trees in upstate New York, the heavens opened and that Church was restored.

The question has taken longer to phrase. For most of my life I have lived among Christians of many traditions — Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant of every stripe — and I have known them to be people of faith. I have watched them love Christ, read His word, raise their children to know His name, and bear real fruit in the world. The apostasy I had been taught about all my life did not seem to have erased their faith. It clearly had not erased their goodness. What, then, did it actually take from them? And what does the Restoration actually offer?

This book is my long answer.

It is not a testimony book. Though It Be Told You is my testimony book, and the reader who wants to hear me speak in that register will find me there. This book is something different — a careful, sourced, footnoted attempt to think the question through alongside a sincere Christian reader who has not yet considered the Restoration's claims, and who deserves to be addressed with respect, evidence, and patience rather than with sentiment.

That is the standing posture of the book. The reader who knows the early Fathers, the Councils, the Reformers, the Restorationists, the witnesses, and the scriptures will find his learning honored here. The reader new to those materials will, I hope, find them opened patiently. The reader who reaches the end and decides the Restoration is not for him will, I hope, set the book down feeling that he was treated fairly. The reader who reaches the end and decides the Restoration deserves serious examination will find, in Part Eight, the practical next step.

A word about how the book was made. This manuscript was undertaken as a creative collaboration with an AI research assistant working from a primary-source library under my running review. The convictions, the controlling thesis, the audience, the tone discipline, the eight-Part structure, the locked table of contents, the recurring motifs (including the standing posture I call both columns are real), the personal-story plan, and the editorial judgments are mine. The drafting from the cited sources — the patient work of weaving footnoted historical material into chapter-length prose — was done by the assistant under my direction, chapter by chapter, with every batch reviewed before the next was begun. Every doctrinal claim, every source citation, every paragraph carries my final responsibility. The arrangement is transparently disclosed here in the Author's Note, in the front matter's Editorial Cautions, and in the colophon at the back of the book — three times, on purpose, so that no reader will be in any doubt about the working method.

I will say one more thing about my own posture. I pushed in my chips spiritually a long time ago. I am a Latter-day Saint who has made covenants and who keeps them imperfectly. The book is honest about what I believe, because the book would be dishonest if it pretended otherwise. But the book does not ask the reader to believe what I believe by the time he reaches the last page. It asks something smaller and more careful: that the reader read attentively, weigh the evidence offered, and — if Part Eight raises questions in him that historical inquiry alone cannot finally settle — that he take those questions to the only place such questions can be settled.

I am grateful to the apostles and prophets of the restored Church, living and dead, whose teachings have shaped every chapter. I am grateful to the early Fathers, Eastern and Western, who preserved what they were given. I am grateful to the Reformers and Restorationists who saw clearly that something had been lost and tried, in good faith, to recover it. I am grateful to the patient Christians who have asked me hard questions over the years, and to the sincere doubters who have asked me harder ones. I am grateful, above all, to Jesus Christ — whose Church this is, whose authority it carries, and whose face the inquirer will see at last if he will only press through to ask.

The book is offered in His name.

— A. Howard North Utah, 2026
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​PART ONE
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​THE CHURCH JESUS CHRIST ESTABLISHED
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​Chapter 1
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​A Church With a Shape: What Jesus Actually Built

[image: ]


There is a question that quietly sits beneath every honest conversation between Christians today, even when no one says it aloud. The question is not whether Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God. Most who pick up a book like this one already confess that He is. The question is rather this: What did Jesus actually build when He walked the earth? Not what did men build later, in His name. Not what survived the centuries, in pieces, under different banners. What did He, with His own hands and voice, organize during His mortal ministry?

This is not an academic question. If the answer is nothing in particular — if Jesus merely scattered teachings and left it to His followers to invent whatever institutional forms seemed wise as the generations passed — then the divisions of Christendom today are not a tragedy but a feature. If, on the other hand, Jesus built a specific, identifiable Church with a definite shape, then the divisions of Christendom are a wound. And wounds invite the question of healing.

The New Testament gives us an answer. It is a more specific answer than many readers have been led to expect.
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​The Word "Church" Was Christ's Own

[image: ]


The Greek word translated church throughout the New Testament is ekklēsia — literally, "called out ones," a gathering, an assembly. The word appears for the first time on the lips of Jesus Himself, in a moment of singular weight. At Caesarea Philippi, after Peter's confession that He was the Christ, the Son of the living God, the Lord answered:


Upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.[^1]


The grammar is plain. The Church would be His. It would be built. It would exist. It would be opposed but not overcome. It was not yet fully assembled at the moment Christ spoke these words — He used the future tense — but it was already in His mind as a definite thing, with definite walls and a definite foundation.

Three chapters later, in Matthew 18, He referred to it again, and this time in a context that presupposes shape and structure. "Tell it unto the church," He said, in instructing His disciples how to resolve disputes among brethren.[^2] An undefined gathering of well-meaning believers could not be told anything. A church — an organized assembly with the authority to act — could.
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​A Specific Foundation

[image: ]


Paul, writing to the Ephesians a generation later, described the Church Christ built in language that should arrest the modern reader. He told his Gentile converts that they were


built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord.[^3]


This passage is often read quickly. It deserves to be read slowly. Paul did not say that the Church rested on the writings of apostles and prophets, or on their memory, or on the general influence of their teachings. He said the Church rested on apostles and prophets — living men, holding offices, speaking and acting in real time. Jesus Christ was the cornerstone; apostles and prophets were the foundation; the building was being framed together; and the building was meant to grow.

Strip away apostles and prophets, and Paul's metaphor collapses. A building cannot stand on a foundation that is no longer there.
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​The Twelve Were an Office
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The Twelve were not friends Jesus happened to enjoy. They were a deliberate institutional act. Mark records that "he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach, And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils."[^4] Luke adds the night of prayer that preceded the call: "And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles."[^5]

The number was not arbitrary. Twelve was the count of the tribes of Israel — a deliberate declaration that the people of God were being reconstituted on a new foundation, with new patriarchs, under a new covenant.[^6] When one of the Twelve fell, Peter and the others did not shrug and continue with eleven. They convened, prayed, set forth the qualifications of the office, and filled the vacancy.[^7] An office that can be filled is an office that exists. Apostles were not personalities. They were officers in the Church Christ had built.
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​Seventy Others, and More

[image: ]


Beneath the apostles, the structure continued. Luke records that "after these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come."[^8] Two and two — a pattern of paired authorized witnesses, formally sent. In the Book of Acts, after the Resurrection, the structure expands: deacons are chosen and ordained by the laying on of hands;[^9] elders appear in every city;[^10] bishops are ordained;[^11] evangelists travel and teach;[^12] pastors care for local flocks.[^13]

To Paul, this was not improvisation. It was design. To the Corinthians he wrote: "And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues."[^14] God hath set some in the church. The placements were not human committee decisions. They were divine appointments. The Church was a body with parts, and the parts had been assigned by the Head.
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​A Body, a Household, a Kingdom, a Temple

[image: ]


The New Testament does not use a single image for the Church Christ built. It uses several, and each carries the same implication of definite form.

The Church is a body — "by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free."[^15] A body has organs, not free-floating cells.

The Church is a household — "the household of God."[^16] A household has a master, members, an order, an inheritance.

The Church is a kingdom — "the kingdom of heaven is at hand."[^17] A kingdom has a king, laws, citizens, ambassadors, and borders.

The Church is a temple — "fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord."[^18] A temple has a design, ordinances performed within it, and a presence it is built to receive.

A loose fellowship of well-intentioned believers is none of these things. Christ chose every one of these images deliberately.
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​One Church, Not Many
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There is no passage in the New Testament in which Jesus or any of His apostles speaks of building several churches, each with a different doctrine, each with a different ordinance, each calling itself by a different name. The opposite is the case. Paul rebuked the Corinthians sharply for the earliest beginnings of denominational thinking:


Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?[^19]


He pressed the same point with the Ephesians: "There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all."[^20] The repetition of one is not poetic flourish. It is doctrine. The Church Christ built was singular.

Most striking of all is Christ's own prayer in the upper room, recorded in John 17, in the hours before His arrest. Of His disciples and of those who would believe through their word, He prayed: "That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me."[^21] He bound the world's eventual belief in His own divine mission to the unity of His followers. Division was never the design. Unity under divine authority was.
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​Authority That Came Down From Heaven
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The Church Christ built was not authorized from below. It was authorized from above. He did not invite His apostles to assume the work; He called them to it. He did not suggest that they go preach if they felt inclined; He commanded them to teach all nations.[^22] He did not propose baptism as an idea worth discussing; He set its form and named the Persons in whose name it must be performed.[^23] He did not float the laying on of hands as a custom; He breathed on His apostles and conferred the Holy Ghost, gave them power to forgive sins, and sent them as His Father had sent Him.[^24]

The author of Hebrews summarized the principle that ran through the whole of it: "And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron."[^25] Aaron did not appoint himself to the priestly office. He was called. Christ did not appoint Himself to His high priesthood. The Father called Him.[^26] And the apostles did not appoint themselves to apostleship. Christ called them.[^27] Authority in the Church Christ built always descended; it never ascended. This is a point we will return to often, because it is the point on which everything in the centuries afterward will turn.
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​What the Earliest Christians Themselves Believed
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Within a single generation of the death of the last apostle, Christians outside the New Testament canon were already writing about the shape of the Church they had received. The Didache, an early Christian manual whose composition is widely dated to the late first or early second century, gives instructions on how to receive traveling apostles and prophets, how to evaluate them, how to celebrate the Lord's Supper, and how to baptize.[^28] These were the practical details of a Church with a recognizable structure — apostles, prophets, ordinances, gatherings — not the practical details of a free-form religious movement.

Ignatius, bishop of Antioch, writing on his way to martyrdom around the year 110, urged the Christians of Smyrna to "do nothing that has to do with the Church without the bishop's approval," and added the famous declaration, "Wherever the bishop appears, there let the people be."[^29] Ignatius's letters offer a window into a Church that already knew itself as an authorized, ordered body, where presiding officers stood at the center of every congregation. We will return to Ignatius later in this book, because his letters mark the beginning of a long process by which the role of the bishop grew, and the apostolic office did not. For now it is enough to observe that the very Christians closest to the apostles in time understood themselves to be members of a structured Church, not a loose spiritual movement.
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​Why the Shape Matters
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It would be possible to read this chapter as a piece of antiquarian scholarship and put the book down. It is not meant to be read that way. The shape of the Church Christ built matters because it is the only standard by which any later church can be measured.

If Jesus founded a Church with apostles and prophets at its foundation, with priesthood authority descending from heaven, with ordinances of definite form, with revelation flowing into it from above, and with a unity He bound to the world's belief in Him — then any later assembly that claims His name must be willing to be measured against that pattern. Does it have what He built into it? If not, by what authority does it call itself His?

These are not hostile questions. They are honest ones. Every sincere Christian who reads the New Testament with care has felt them stir, even if only briefly, even if quickly set aside. This book will not set them aside.

In the chapters that follow we will examine each of the load-bearing elements of the Church Christ built — apostles and prophets, priesthood authority, keys, ordinances, covenants, revelation, gifts of the Spirit, and divine unity — one at a time. We will study them first in scripture, then in the writings of the earliest Christians, then in honest comparison with what survived into our own day. Only after that careful work is done will we ask, in the closing chapters of this book, what the evidence requires us to conclude.

For now, one point is enough. Jesus did not leave us a mood. He left us a Church.

[^1]: Matthew 16:18, King James Version. [^2]: Matthew 18:17. [^3]: Ephesians 2:20–21. [^4]: Mark 3:14–15. [^5]: Luke 6:12–13. [^6]: See Matthew 19:28; Luke 22:30. Christ Himself drew the parallel between the Twelve and the tribes. [^7]: Acts 1:15–26, recording the calling and ordination of Matthias to "take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell." [^8]: Luke 10:1. [^9]: Acts 6:1–6. [^10]: Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5. [^11]: 1 Timothy 3:1–7; Titus 1:7. [^12]: Acts 21:8; 2 Timothy 4:5. [^13]: Ephesians 4:11; 1 Peter 5:1–4. [^14]: 1 Corinthians 12:28. [^15]: 1 Corinthians 12:13. [^16]: Ephesians 2:19. [^17]: Matthew 4:17; cf. Matthew 16:19, where the keys of the kingdom are given. [^18]: Ephesians 2:21. [^19]: 1 Corinthians 1:12–13. [^20]: Ephesians 4:4–6. [^21]: John 17:20–21. [^22]: Matthew 28:18–20. [^23]: Matthew 28:19; cf. 3 Nephi 11:23–27. [^24]: John 20:21–23. [^25]: Hebrews 5:4. [^26]: Hebrews 5:5–6. [^27]: John 15:16. [^28]: The Didache, chapters 7 (baptism), 9–10 (eucharist), and 11–13 (traveling apostles and prophets). Standard English text in Cyril C. Richardson, ed., Early Christian Fathers (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1953), and in Michael W. Holmes, The Apostolic Fathers: Greek Texts and English Translations, 3rd ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2007). [^29]: Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to the Smyrnaeans, 8. The full sentence reads: "Wherever the bishop appears, there let the people be; as wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church." The word catholic in Ignatius's usage means universal, not yet what it would mean in later centuries. English text in Richardson, Early Christian Fathers, 115.
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​Notes on the Historical and Source Material
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​Historical
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The dating of The Didache is widely accepted as late first to early second century, but specific dates within that range are disputed by scholars. The reference here is general enough to remain defensible. Ignatius's Letter to the Smyrnaeans is securely dated to c. AD 107–110.
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​Sources
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The Richardson and Holmes editions are both standard academic editions of the Apostolic Fathers and will serve the bibliography. The KJV is used throughout the manuscript for biblical citations, consistent with the established voice.
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​Chapter 2
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​Apostles and Prophets: The Foundation of the Living Church

[image: ]


If the previous chapter established that Jesus built a Church with a definite shape, this chapter examines the most distinctive feature of that shape: the offices of apostle and prophet. These two offices, more than any others, defined what the early Church was. They were not honorary titles. They were not literary devices. They were not retrospective compliments paid by later generations to the founding figures. They were active, occupied, working offices, with authority that operated in the present tense of the New Testament Church.

The question this chapter raises — gently, but unavoidably — is what happens to a Church when those two offices disappear.
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​The Apostles Were Living Men Doing a Living Work
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Paul did not look back upon the apostles as the Founders of a tradition that had since matured into something more sophisticated. He counted himself among them. He referred to them as colleagues. He preserved the rules of their council. He named them in his letters by name. When he wrote that Christ, "when he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men," and then immediately listed those gifts — "And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers"[^1] — he was not writing in past tense. He was describing the operating staff of the Church as he knew it.

The purpose Paul attached to these offices is decisive for the argument of this book:


For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.[^2]


The offices of apostle and prophet, in Paul's plain teaching, were to continue until a particular goal had been reached: the unity of the faith, the full knowledge of the Son of God, the stature of the fulness of Christ. No serious reader of Christian history believes that goal was reached within the first generation, or the fourth, or the sixteenth. If Paul's standard for the discontinuation of these offices was the universal arrival of the saints at the fulness of Christ, then by his own measure the offices were meant to be present in the Church indefinitely — until that day.
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​What an Apostle Was
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The word apostle — apostolos in Greek — means one sent forth with authority and message. The corresponding Hebrew concept is the shaliach, an authorized agent who acts in the name of the sender and whose acts are legally and spiritually counted as the sender's acts. To receive an apostle was to receive the one who sent him. Christ Himself drew this connection explicitly: "He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me."[^3]

An apostle in the New Testament Church held a definite cluster of authorities and responsibilities, which can be gathered from a careful reading of the gospels, Acts, and the epistles:

	A personal call from Jesus Christ. "Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit."[^4]

	A witness of the resurrected Lord. When the eleven gathered to fill the vacancy left by Judas, Peter insisted that the candidate must be "ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection."[^5] Paul, when he defended his own apostleship, asked, "Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord?"[^6]

	Authority to preach, teach, baptize, and administer the affairs of the Church in all the world. "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost."[^7]

	The right to receive and to declare revelation binding upon the Church. When the question of Gentile circumcision threatened to divide the early Christians, it was not put to a vote of believers. It was settled in a council of the apostles and elders at Jerusalem, who concluded with the formula, "It seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us."[^8] That formula is the language of revelation received by authorized officers, not the language of human opinion.

	The keys of the kingdom. "And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven."[^9] We will treat the doctrine of keys in detail in Chapter 4. For now it is enough to note that Christ conferred them — to Peter explicitly, and through Peter and the other apostles to the Church — and that they were given by Him personally.

	The power to ordain others to authorized offices. Acts and the pastoral epistles record the laying on of hands by which the apostles set apart elders, bishops, deacons, and evangelists in every city.[^10]

	The duty to defend the faith against false teachers and to preserve the unity of doctrine. Paul to the Galatians: "But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed."[^11]


These were not advisory functions. They were the load-bearing functions of the Church. When an apostle spoke in his apostolic office, the Church listened, the Church acted, and what was decided was binding on earth and ratified in heaven.[^12]
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​Prophets in the New Testament Church
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Modern Christians, when they hear the word prophet, often think only of the Old Testament — of Isaiah and Jeremiah, of Elijah and Amos. But the New Testament Church had prophets too, and Paul placed them, with the apostles, on the foundation of the Church.[^13]

Agabus stood up in Antioch and "signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar."[^14] Later, the same Agabus, in Caesarea, took Paul's girdle, bound his own hands and feet, and prophesied Paul's coming arrest at Jerusalem.[^15] Judas and Silas at the Jerusalem council are described as "prophets also themselves" who "exhorted the brethren with many words, and confirmed them."[^16] The four daughters of Philip the evangelist "did prophesy."[^17]

Paul devoted an entire chapter of his first letter to the Corinthians to the spiritual gifts that operated through prophets and others. "Covet earnestly the best gifts," he urged the Saints; and, in the next chapter, "Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy."[^18] The Church Paul served lived in continuous expectation that God would speak — through apostles, through prophets, through the gifts of the Spirit poured out upon the body.

A Church that no longer expects prophecy has already departed, in spirit if not yet in word, from the Church Paul knew.
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​Why These Two Offices Together

[image: ]


It is significant that Paul paired apostles and prophets as the foundation of the Church. He could have written that the Church was founded on apostles alone, or that it was founded on the teachings of the apostles. He did not. He wrote that it was founded on "the apostles and prophets."[^19] Both offices were needed. Both offices were given.

Apostles carried the keys of governance, of organization, of authorized administration. Prophets carried the gift of revelation, of vision, of the word of the Lord declared in real time. Apostles and prophets together kept the Church anchored both to its divine charter and to its living Head. Apostles ensured that what had been received was preserved. Prophets ensured that what was needed now would be revealed.

The Church Christ built was therefore not a museum of past revelations. It was a living organism, with a living head, that expected its head to keep speaking.
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​Apostles and Prophets Are Not Self-Appointed
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A point made briefly in the previous chapter must be made again here, because it is the hinge on which the entire history that follows will turn. Apostles in the New Testament Church were not self-appointed. Prophets in the New Testament Church were not self-appointed. The principle stated in Hebrews — "And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron"[^20] — applied without exception.

Christ chose the original Twelve personally. After His ascension, Matthias was chosen by revelation through the remaining apostles, with Peter presiding.[^21] Paul was called by the risen Lord on the road to Damascus and was later set apart by the laying on of hands at Antioch.[^22] Timothy received his gift, Paul wrote, "by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery."[^23] Even the deacons of Acts 6, in a far humbler office, were chosen by the people but ordained by the apostles, "and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them."[^24]

There is no example in the New Testament of any man entering apostolic or prophetic office by personal conviction, by congregational election apart from authorized ministers, by ecclesiastical promotion, or by the inheritance of a title. Every authorized officer of the Church was authorized from above, by those who themselves had been authorized from above, in an unbroken chain that began with Christ.

This is the principle that the historical chapters of this book will trace as it travels through the centuries. The reader is invited to keep it in view from the outset, because once one understands what was given, one can ask, with proper care, what was kept.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​The Continuation Christ Promised

[image: ]


It is sometimes argued, by sincere readers of the New Testament, that the offices of apostle and prophet were temporary scaffolding — that they were necessary to launch the Church and then could be withdrawn, as scaffolding is withdrawn from a finished building. The metaphor is appealing. It is also nowhere taught by Christ or by His apostles.

The plain texts point the other direction. Paul taught that the offices were to continue till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.[^25] John, in the apocalyptic vision on Patmos, saw the New Jerusalem with "the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb" written on its twelve foundations.[^26] If the apostles' role had been only to launch the Church and then disappear, John's vision would have memorialized them as a closed chapter. Instead they appear in the foundation of the eternal city.

Most directly, Peter himself, on the day of Pentecost, declared that the outpouring of the Spirit promised by Joel had begun: "And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy."[^27] If Peter understood the prophetic gift as something on the verge of expiring within his own lifetime, his Pentecost sermon would have been a very strange thing to preach.

The New Testament Church was a Church that expected apostles. The New Testament Church was a Church that expected prophets. There is no scriptural permission given anywhere in its pages for the Church to continue without them, and there is no announcement anywhere in its pages that the offices were ever to be discontinued.
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​The Question That Hangs Over the Centuries
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If apostles and prophets were the foundation of the Church Christ built, and if those offices were given as gifts to remain "till we all come" to the fulness of Christ, then the disappearance of those offices from organized Christianity poses a question that cannot be answered by silence.

A reader does not need to grant any conclusion of this book at this stage to feel the weight of the question. He needs only to ask, honestly:

	Where, in the centuries after the death of the last New Testament apostle, did the office of apostle continue with the authority Peter exercised?

	Where did the office of prophet continue with the authority Agabus exercised?

	If the offices ceased, by whose decision did they cease?

	If they did not cease, where were they?


The next several chapters of this book will examine, with care, the scriptures that prophesied a falling away, the historical record of what occurred after the apostles died, and the changes that overtook the Church across the first centuries. We are not yet at the point of conclusions. We are at the point of recognizing the foundation that was laid, so that we can ask, in the chapters to come, what became of it.

The foundation was apostles and prophets. The cornerstone was Christ. The building was meant to grow. We turn next to the authority by which that foundation was empowered to act — the priesthood of God on the earth.

[^1]: Ephesians 4:8, 11. [^2]: Ephesians 4:12–13. [^3]: Matthew 10:40. [^4]: John 15:16. [^5]: Acts 1:22. [^6]: 1 Corinthians 9:1. [^7]: Matthew 28:19. [^8]: Acts 15:28. [^9]: Matthew 16:19. [^10]: Acts 6:6 (deacons); Acts 14:23 (elders); 1 Timothy 4:14 (Timothy himself ordained "with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery"); Titus 1:5 (Titus left in Crete to "ordain elders in every city"). [^11]: Galatians 1:8. [^12]: Matthew 16:19; 18:18. "Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven." [^13]: Ephesians 2:20; 4:11. [^14]: Acts 11:28. [^15]: Acts 21:10–11. [^16]: Acts 15:32. [^17]: Acts 21:9. [^18]: 1 Corinthians 12:31; 14:1. [^19]: Ephesians 2:20. [^20]: Hebrews 5:4. [^21]: Acts 1:24–26. The eleven prayed, "Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen," and then proceeded by lots. The principle in operation was revelation, not popular preference. [^22]: Acts 9:1–19; Acts 13:1–3. [^23]: 1 Timothy 4:14. [^24]: Acts 6:6. [^25]: Ephesians 4:13. [^26]: Revelation 21:14. [^27]: Acts 2:17, quoting Joel 2:28.
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​Notes on the Historical and Source Material
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​Historical
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The exegesis of Ephesians 4:11–13 in this chapter takes the position that the offices continue "until" the unity and fulness described, rather than the cessationist reading favored by some Protestant traditions. This is a defensible reading of the Greek but is a contested interpretation. The chapter presents the Latter-day Saint reading respectfully and on grammatical grounds, without naming the alternative. Author may wish to address cessationism explicitly in a later chapter.
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