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        "Yes, Jaime Buckley is a fiction writer, but he’s more than that. He lives it. Breathes it. Jaime is one of those bright stars that brings fiction to glorious, amazing life.

        His works?

        Never skip one.

        You’ll find a treasure every time."

      

      

      — C. B. "Kummer Wolfe" Ash

      https://kummerwolfe.substack.com/

      

      “Jamie Buckley’s Why Fiction Matters should be required reading for every teacher, every parent, and every reader or writer. This book reminds us of the profound value of fiction: how it shapes society, nurtures imagination, and carries hope into the future.”

      

      — Lisa Norman, No Stress Writing Academy

      https://nostresswritingacademy.com

      

      "I’ve watched Jaime do something rare for more than a decade. He uses fiction (and the characters he’s created) to spark hope, start conversations, and make people feel seen. If you’ve ever hung out in his comment sections, you know what I mean. Somehow, “the boys” (Chuck and Dax) have a way of pulling everyone in and turning quiet threads into lively, meaningful exchanges.

      That’s Jaime. His love for people comes through in everything he does. He sees potential where others miss it… and then uses story to hold up a mirror so we can see it too.

      This book carries that same magic. It’s Jaime showing us that fiction is more than entertainment. It’s a tool to remind us that “impossible” isn’t as impossible as we think… not when you find the right story."

      

      — Kevin J. Duncan

      Jaime's favorite blogger

      https://kevinjduncan.com/

      

      "As a champion for all good fiction, Jaime’s integrity for his own writing and how it can shape young minds, plus his support of other writers, has created a community of readers and writers that amazes and uplifts me. I’m forever thankful to the forces that let me discover Jaime and his wonderfully imaginative writing & entertaining artwork. I hope many others get the honor and he continues to make the world a better place, one writer—and one story—at a time!

      

      — Ann Kimbrough

      https://linktr.ee/tellmeamystery

      

      "An eye-opening exploration of why stories matter, beyond entertainment. Jaime combines life lessons, real science, and personal anecdotes to show how fiction creates safe spaces for discovery and learning. Not just discovery of the world, but of self. This book transformed my understanding of writing from a solely creative expression to also being a powerful instructional tool.

      As authors, we have the chance to give people a place to experience empathy, or fear, or loss without risk, and show a way through. This prepares the reader for challenges they may someday face."

      

      — D.W. Dixon

      Author of 'Riding the Wind'

      https://dwdixon.substack.com/

      

      "Fiction is a special kind of magic.

      Jaime Buckley is a master of said magic.

      While everyone else is pulling rabbits out of hats, he's pulling hats out of rabbits.

      …just sayin'."

      

      — Morphiophelius Smith (a.k.a. Chuck)

      https://morphiophelius.substack.com/about
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      To those who want to make a lasting difference in this world.

      

      Tell your story.

      Don't hold back.
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      FICTION MATTERS!

      Anyone who's ever invested the time to write a story instinctively knows this.

      What they might not know is the depth to which it matters.

      Fiction is often misunderstood as escapism, mere entertainment, a pleasant distraction from “real life.” But any devoted reader knows the truth is far more profound: fiction is not an escape from reality, but a gateway into understanding it.

      Since the beginning, stories have moulded how we think, feel, and connect. From ancient fireside tales to modern bedtime books, stories have always helped us make sense of the world. They fuel empathy, conjure possibilities, and clarify the world, not just as it is, but as it could be.

      The benefits of fiction begin early. A child nestled into a parent’s lap, hearing the cadence of a well-loved bedtime story, is doing far more than being entertained.

      They’re grasping rhythm, language, speed, and form, and appreciating the perspectives of others.

      The wolf isn’t just a villain; he’s hungry. The princess doesn’t just need rescuing; she’s brave in her own right. And the monsters under the bed? Maybe they’re just lonely.

      Reading fosters more than literacy. It grows our understanding of emotions, builds our ability to feel for others, and reveals shared human experiences.

      These first stories become the scaffolding for a child’s moral imagination, their capacity to picture right and wrong not as abstract concepts but as lived human experiences.

      As children grow, so too should the stories they’re exposed to. Fiction in adolescence is not optional; it is essential.

      The teenage years are rife with change: emotional turbulence, self-doubt, identity crises. Fiction provides a safe, structured place to encounter these complex feelings and normalize them.

      A teenager who sees their anxiety mirrored in a protagonist, who recognizes their confusion in a character’s arc, is far less alone in the world. And when they read about people from different backgrounds, cultures, or belief systems, they understand that difference does not equal distance. It means learning more.

      Stories allow us to practice empathy without the risk of real-world consequences. We can feel the heartbreak of unrequited love, the thrill of discovery, the sorrow of loss, and the triumph of overcoming adversity, all within the pages of a book.

      And those experiences don’t just fade—they stay with us. They shape how we respond to the people and problems in our own lives.

      In a world that values speed, efficiency, and surface-level interaction, fiction invites us to slow down and go deeper. It reminds us that character development matters, both in stories and in life.

      Classic narrative arcs resonate not because they are old, but because they are timeless. The journey from innocence to experience, from doubt to self-belief, from separation to connection. These are not just story beats. They are human truths.

      But fiction is not only for the young.

      The joy of reading should be a lifelong pursuit. As we age, the stories we cherish change with us. We may revisit old favourites and discover new meanings. Unfamiliar voices may challenge us to think differently.

      Through fiction, we remain students of humanity, always learning, always feeling, always growing.

      Let’s not forget: stories are fun—and powerful. They can make us laugh, cry, wonder, and reflect, often all at once. They connect us with others, across tables, across generations, across cultures.

      As George R. R. Martin once wrote, “A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies. The man who never reads lives only one.”

      Fiction lets us live those thousand lives—safely, deeply, joyfully.

      Whether you read to be moved, entertained, enlightened, or transformed, know this: every story is a new beginning. Let fiction do its quiet, powerful work. Let it stretch your heart, sharpen your mind, and remind you what it means to be human.

      This series of essays shows exactly why fiction is so much more than just entertainment. Backed with deep scientific research they highlight the importance of story and why they are such an integral part of our lives.

      I personally believe that this book should be required reading for all authors looking to create a lasting legacy, because great stories teach us to build empathy, explore complex emotions, and make sense of the world. I hope they deepen your appreciation for the power of story.

      Buckle up; you’re in for a wonderful ride.

      

      Jon Howski

      JonHowski.com

      August 2025
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      There are books that entertain.

      Books that inform.

      Books that distract.

      But then—every few generations or so—there comes a book like this.

      A book that gently (or not so gently) places a hand on your shoulder and says:

      “It’s time.”

      Time to wake up.

      Time to pick up the pen again.

      Time to remember who you are, and what stories are for.

      You don’t need to be a writer to be changed by this book.

      You only need to be someone who remembers how it felt to hold a story that made you see yourself—or someone you could become.

      Let me properly introduce myself.

      My name is Höbin Luckyfeller.

      I’m a FISHIS—Field Scribe Historian—certified and employed by the Fishis Archive Foundation (yes, the real FAF).

      I’ve spent a lifetime traveling this world, documenting histories, holding ancient truths, and binding what was almost lost.

      I have ink stains I’ll never scrub out.

      A satchel full of lives.

      And a healthy respect for how fragile a hero’s journey really is.

      Which is why I’m writing this to you now⁠—

      Because what Jaime Buckley has built here isn’t just a collection of articles, essays, or heartfelt rants.

      It’s a map.

      It’s a torch.

      It’s a call to arms… for people who still believe fiction can save a soul, raise a generation, and rebuild the world one chapter at a time.

      Jaime is a rare sort of storyteller.

      Not because he’s clever (though let’s be fair—he is).

      Not because he builds worlds that feel like they were remembered, not invented (though that’s true, too).

      And not just because he’s raised a family while raising an entire multiverse of meaning and myth.

      It’s because Jaime writes like someone who’s been broken... and chose to heal anyway.

      He writes with the scarred hands of a man who’s fought for hope.

      He writes fiction that doesn’t pretend pain doesn’t exist⁠—

      … but shows you how to stand back up inside it.

      And he’s not just telling his story.

      He’s reminding you to tell yours.

      This book will challenge you.

      It will whisper truth to the child inside you who still needs permission.

      It will rattle the teacher in you who’s been told stories aren’t “academic enough.”

      It will reach the writer hiding in your bones and say,

      “The world doesn’t need another polished expert. It needs you, writing the story only you can tell.”

      And if you’re a parent, like Jaime is—this book will beg you, in the most beautiful way, to give your children the tools of wonder, compassion, and courage that no curriculum can teach:

      Stories.

      I’ve seen a lot of heroes.

      The tall ones.

      The small ones.

      The ones who didn’t know they were heroes until the last page.

      But I’ve learned something after all these years scribbling at the edge of epic tales:

      The ones who carry the most light… are usually the ones who were first lit by a story.

      You hold in your hands a collection of heartfelt articles from LIFEofFICTION.com  on Substack. More than 30 years of pent up frustration, watching thing happen. This is Jaime's way of reaching out to you, hoping he can show you something you likely already know, but haven't 'noticed'.

      Perhaps you knew it once, but along the way you forgot how important this is.

      Maybe you’re a parent, wondering how to raise a child in a world you barely recognize.

      Maybe you’re a teacher who’s tired, but refuses to give up on reaching the ones no one else sees.

      Maybe you’re a writer, scribbling when the world sleeps—because something inside you won’t stay quiet.

      Or maybe you’re simply someone who still believes that stories matter.

      If you’ve picked up this book, I’m guessing you’re one of the rare ones.

      The kind of person who’s still looking for a way to change the world…not with shouting, but with substance. With something that lasts. Something that reaches deeper than the noise. Something…personal.

      Let me tell you something Jaime has expressed to me countless times with his whole heart:

      Fiction is not just entertainment. It’s transformation in disguise.

      The greatest truths we’ve ever carried as a species? They weren’t delivered as lectures. They were told as stories.

      Even your Jesus—the most influential voice in human history—used parables.

      Why?

      Because stories bypass the defenses of the mind and land directly in the heart.

      They teach without posturing.

      They invite instead of command.

      They let the listener become the learner by choice.

      Look at the world around us.

      What we’re facing isn’t just a crisis of information.

      It’s a crisis of imagination.

      And yet… there’s a quiet revolution waiting.

      Because you…with your stories, your voice, your values…can help shape the next generation’s sense of right, possible, and true.

      Think about the stories that changed the world:

      
        
          	
        Uncle Tom’s Cabin, which helped spark the abolitionist movement in the U.S.
      

      	
        To Kill a Mockingbird, which made a nation confront its conscience.
      

      	
        The Lord of the Rings, which gave readers courage to believe that the smallest person could bear the heaviest burden.
      

      	
        The Chronicles of Narnia, where sacrifice, redemption, and hope were whispered through a wardrobe.
      

      	
        Even Harry Potter, which taught millions of children to stand up to cruelty—even when it’s wrapped in authority.
      

      

      

      Do you think those were “just stories”?

      They were seedbeds of courage. Of change. Of new thoughts, new values, new worlds.

      And the people who wrote them?

      Ordinary. Flawed.

      Often overlooked.

      But they put their words into the fire anyway.

      And the fire spread.

      Read stories that make you better—that stretch your mind, awaken your empathy, and challenge your comfort.

      Let fiction grow you into someone worth following.

      And then—put books into the hands of people who’ve never felt seen.

      Kids who’ve never had someone say,

      “You’re not too weird. Not too small. Not too broken. Look—here’s someone just like you.”

      That moment?

      That’s not kindness.

      That’s legacy.

      And if you’re waiting for someone to tap you on the shoulder and say,

      “Okay. Now you’re ready to make an impact.”

      Stop waiting.

      You don’t need permission.

      You don’t need a degree, a following, or the approval of gatekeepers.

      You don’t need to be perfect—or even polished.

      You just need to care enough to begin.

      To stand up.

      Use what you have.

      And trust that the story inside you might be the very thing someone else is praying for.

      Fiction has always been more than entertainment.

      Think of the stories that stayed with you.

      The ones that cracked you open, or called you forward, or helped you hold on just one more day.

      That’s what’s at stake.

      So if you’ve ever wondered—in this cynical, digitized, fractured world—if storytelling still matters…

      Let this book be your answer.

      Let the chapters ahead awaken something in you.

      Let it remind you of who you are. And why you're here.

      Because fiction still guides us.

      And maybe…just maybe…the world isn’t waiting for a new algorithm…

      It’s waiting for your story.

      So pick up the pen.

      And lead.

      

      Höbin Luckyfeller

      #1 New Yoke Times Bestselling Author

      Lifelong friend and chronicler of Jaime Buckley
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            THE COMPASS WE FORGOT: HOW FICTION STILL SHOWS US THE WAY

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        "Truth often hides in tales we once believed were fiction."

      

      

      
      There’s something sacred about sitting with a story.

      Not just reading it… but breathing it in. Letting it curl around your soul like warm mist—soaking into your thoughts, your hopes, and maybe even reshaping your path without you realizing it. That’s the secret power of fiction.

      It guides us.

      In a world that changes faster than most of us can breathe, the compass that orients our children—and ourselves—is being spun in a thousand directions.

      Algorithms scream for our attention.

      Trends tell us who we should be.

      Likes and follows attempt to define worth.

      But fiction?

      Fiction whispers,

      “Let me show you something better.”

      
        
          [image: Jaime as a gnome]
        

      

      THE POWER OF A GOOD STORY

      I remember the first time I read The Hobbit as a boy. I didn’t just read about Bilbo—I became him. A nobody who didn’t feel very brave. Someone who liked the quiet, the comfort of home, and had zero plans to do anything remarkable.

      But then came a knock at the door.

      Then came a call to adventure.

      And for some reason… I said yes.

      That book didn’t change me in an afternoon.

      It changed who I was becoming.

      Because fiction doesn’t tell us who we are—it invites us to choose.

      STORY AS COMPASS

      In my youth, there weren’t a lot of people teaching values the way they do today. I didn’t grow up with viral videos and influencer life-coaches. What I had… were stories.

      Books.

      Fictional tales filled with characters who had to make choices.

      Good ones. Bad ones.

      Sometimes… impossible ones.

      
        
          	
        It was Sturm Brightblade who taught me integrity—to hold to honor even when the world mocks you for it.
      

      	
        Goldmoon showed me the power of faith and the quiet strength of forgiveness—especially when carrying a truth no one else believed.
      

      	
        Ender Wiggin who showed me the cost of empathy.
      

      

      

      And later… it was Wendell Dipmier who reminded me that sometimes, the hero is the one who keeps going even when they have no idea what they’re doing.

      That’s the real value of fiction:

      It maps the heart.

      WHAT KIDS LEARN WHEN WE’RE NOT LOOKING

      We’re so worried about teaching our kids “lessons” that we forget they’re learning all the time.

      Quietly.

      Subconsciously.

      Through the characters they follow, the decisions they watch unfold, the endings they mourn or celebrate.

      Fiction doesn’t lecture.

      It invites reflection.

      And do you know what I’ve found?

      Children are brilliant philosophers—when you give them the space to think through a character’s journey.

      Give them stories rich with meaning, and they’ll draw the maps themselves.

      MY FIRST COMPASS: A MISFIT, A MUTANT, AND A MADMAN IN A PURPLE JACKET

      I was maybe ten when I found my first compass—hidden in the pages of an Uncanny X-Men comic, of all things.

      It was left on a seat at a bus stop.

      Worn edges. Faded colors.

      One of those old issues where the printing wasn’t quite right, and the ink bled if you rubbed it too hard. The paper smelled strange, like it had soaked up every hand that touched it before mine.

      But the story?

      That’s where the magic was.

      It was Nightcrawler’s story.

      Kurt Wagner—the mutant with blue skin, a devil’s tail, and a heart bigger than any superhero I’d ever seen.

      He didn’t fit in. He knew he didn’t.

      But he didn’t rage.

      He didn’t give up.

      He was kind.

      He was patient.

      Even when people feared him. Even when they hated him.

      And for a kid who felt like a misfit in his own skin… that mattered more than I knew how to say. That story wrapped around me like a quiet hug and whispered, “You’re not the only one who feels this way.”

      It gave me something I didn’t have a word for at the time:

      Dignity.

      Even in difference. Even in awkwardness.

      Even when the world didn’t understand me.

      THE GREATER MAGIC: WONKA WAS THE WIZARD OF HOPE

      But there’s one story that still shapes me to this day.

      Not a book. Not a comic.

      A movie.

      Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory — Gene Wilder’s version.

      The version.

      There’s never been a character more formative in my heart than Wonka.

      Not because of the candy.

      Not because of the chaos or the Oompa Loompas.

      But because Wonka believed in impossible things—and made them tangible.

      He walked in a world that told him “No” and replied, “Watch this.”

      He was hopeful, kind, and deeply clever—but never cruel. Even his discipline came from a place of deep care.

      You could see it.

      Wonka didn’t just open a factory. He opened a doorway to wonder.

      And most importantly?

      He gave a broken, humble, good child the keys to everything.

      I’ve watched that movie more times than I can count
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      THE HALLWAY OF IMAGINATION: WHERE THE DOORS BEGIN TO OPEN

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      A STORY FOR THE WANDERING CHILD

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      STORIES AREN’T JUST MIRRORS. THEY’RE WINDOWS AND DOORS.

      
      
      
      
      
      
        
          	
        Try on courage without risking humiliation
      

      	
        Make mistakes through others without punishment
      

      	
        Explore darkness with the safety of light nearby
      

      

      

      
      WHY THIS MATTERS NOW MORE THAN EVER
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      FOR WRITERS, PARENTS, TEACHERS—AND STORYTELLERS OF ANY KIND

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
        
          	
        Every great movement started with an idea.
      

      	
        Every idea was once a story.
      

      	
        And stories… are how we remember who we are.
      

      

      

      
      
      
      
      
      FROM ME TO YOU

      
      
      
      
      
      
        
          	
        What story gave you a compass?
      

      	
        What fictional world still echoes in your bones?
      

      	
        What character taught you something real?
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EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.
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