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How to use this ebook:

•  Every chapter begins with a table of contents to help guide you through the content.

•  Tap on blue headings or text to link to correlated content.

•  Within content, tap on blue headings to go back to nearest table of contents.

•  Double-tap on maps or images to zoom in.

•  All entries in the Index and Map Index are linked to specific content for quick navigation.
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EVEN those who have never ventured south of New York City have probably heard of the Florida Keys. Stretching southwest from Miami and the Everglades between the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico, this diverse archipelago is, after all, legendary.

You can start your Keys vacation in Miami and explore the Magic City’s legendary beaches, nightlife, shopping, and dining. Indulge in some of the best seafood, fine dining, and Cuban cuisine in the United States. Head to South Beach and the Art Deco Historic District for beautiful beaches that are often packed with equally beautiful people. South Beach is also where Miami’s exciting nightlife can be explored—whether it’s packing into a modern dance club or discovering a spot to dance the night away to authentic Cuban music that will lift your mood and spirit.

While traveling through the Florida Keys you are traversing islands surrounded by water. While you’re here, dive shipwrecks and reefs off the coast of Key Largo, snorkel among colorful fish and beautiful coral reefs off the coast of John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park, or kayak through the mangrove tunnels around Geiger Key that are teeming with marine life and fish. Enjoy the beautiful beaches throughout the Florida Keys, including Sombrero Beach and the beaches of Bahia Honda. Top off your trip by enjoying a relaxing sunset cruise; watch for dolphins as you sail into the sunset from the Key West Historic Seaport.
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[image: Image] Diving and snorkeling amid shipwrecks, artificial reefs, and vibrant coral formations.
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[image: Image] Indulging in the best Cuban food in Miami.
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[image: Image] Finding your perfect beach.




[image: image]

[image: Image] Kayaking in the Everglades.
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[image: Image] Partying along Key West’s Duval Street.
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[image: Image] Swimming with dolphins.
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[image: Image] Sportfishing in the waters of Islamorada.



PLANNING YOUR TRIP

WHERE TO GO

Miami

While some travelers head directly to Key West by boat or plane, most pass through the gateway area of Miami before driving south to the Florida Keys. Spend some time strolling amid Miami Beach’s colorful Art Deco Historic District and soak up some sunshine on the Magic City’s stunning beaches.

From the mainland, motorists take US 1, also called the Overseas Highway, to reach the Florida Keys. The first island encountered is Key Largo, the largest of this unique archipelago. Here you’ll find several outdoor diversions, including Dolphins Plus, which offers a range of activities, from natural dolphin swims to trainer-for-a-day programs. Outdoors enthusiasts will especially enjoy John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park, where you can dive and snorkel amid offshore coral reefs and wrecks, swim alongside sandy beaches, or kayak among mangrove trees.

Islamorada

Southwest of Key Largo are the islands that make up Islamorada, an upscale resort area favored by anglers and scuba divers. Outdoor attractions dominate here: You can watch sea lion shows at Theater of the Sea, feed wild tarpon at Robbie’s of Islamorada, and visit four different state parks, including Indian Key Historic State Park and Lignumvitae Key Botanical State Park, both of which are only accessible by boat. Sea lovers might also appreciate the History of Diving Museum, which houses a noteworthy collection of diving paraphernalia.
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feeding the tarpon at Robbie’s



Marathon and the Middle Keys

After experiencing Islamorada, you’ll pass into the Middle Keys, the heart of which is the laid-back town of Marathon. Animal lovers can swim with dolphins at the Dolphin Research Center, observe pelicans and raptors at Curry Hammock State Park and Crane Point Museum and Nature Center, or visit recovering sea turtles at The Turtle Hospital. For a quieter experience, visitors can relax on the area’s lovely beaches or head south to isolated Pigeon Key, a historic base camp accessible by ferry or the Old Seven Mile Bridge.

Big Pine and the Lower Keys

Once you’ve crossed the Seven Mile Bridge, you’ll enter the Lower Keys, perhaps the most tranquil part of this legendary archipelago. Although Bahia Honda State Park lures numerous visitors to its beaches, campgrounds, hiking trails, and warm waters that are ideal for both kayakers and snorkelers, you’re likely to spy more wildlife in this region than fellow tourists. Among the plentiful offerings, recreationists will find wooded solitude in the National Key Deer Refuge on Big Pine Key, fishing charters on Summerland Key, and superb diving opportunities around Looe Key.
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National Key Deer Refuge
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Key West

Celebrated for its breezy hotels, sunset celebrations, and festive atmosphere, especially along Duval Street, the Southernmost City will certainly keep you busy for days on end. Here you can relax on numerous beaches, tour historic homes, visit engaging museums and nature centers, view the entire city from atop the Key West Lighthouse, or take a ferry to the Dry Tortugas. At night you’ll find no shortage of lively bars, and throughout the year, you can participate in an array of festivals and events.

The Everglades

Add on a few extra days to explore the abundant foliage and serpentine waterways of the Everglades. Although it would be impossible to cover all of the Everglades, you can definitely get a taste of this “river of grass” by visiting Everglades National Park—an International Biosphere Reserve, a World Heritage Site, and one of America’s largest national parks. You can hike amid this fragile ecosystem, bike along the designated roads, or explore the marshy wonderland by kayak. Beyond the park, snorkel above the coral reefs of Biscayne National Park or hike the boardwalk trails of the lush and exotic Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park.


If You Have . . .

3 DAYS

[image: Image]

Start by exploring the beaches and nightlife of Miami before heading south to kayak through the Everglades and snorkel in the waters around Key Largo.

5 DAYS
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With five days, you can island-hop your way along the Keys, hitting the highlights while still having time to enjoy a quiet day on the beach.

7 DAYS
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A full week is plenty of time to take in all that the Keys have to offer. Spend a few extra days in Key West and exploring the Everglades.

10 DAYS
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With 10 days, you can spend more time out on the water on full-day fishing trips, taking diving classes, and experiencing attractions farther afield like Dry Tortugas National Park.



WHEN TO GO

Seasons

Although southern Florida is a year-round destination, some businesses, namely restaurants in Key West, close during September. In general, summer is the least crowded time to visit, perhaps because temperatures are fairly high from June to September, when the Atlantic hurricane season is at its peak.

Whereas spring and fall are comfortable in this subtropical region, winter is the high season in the Florida Keys, when the climate is much warmer than in the northern United States. In general, late December through April is often the busiest period as snowbirds descend upon the Keys; lodging rates are usually higher during this peak tourist season as well as during major events and holiday weekends. Accommodations often cost less during the midseason, which typically ranges from May to July and from late October to mid-December. Hotels, inns, and resorts can be at their cheapest during the low season, which, save for holidays and festivals, is normally late summer and early fall, between August and mid-October. Although the accommodations listings in this guide reflect southern Florida’s wide range in rates, every establishment has its own seasonal schedule and therefore its own pricing policy, so check each place in question before making travel plans.

Your activities can also determine the timing of your trip. Swimmers and snorkelers might enjoy the slightly warmer waters of summer, but anglers must consider the varied fishing seasons before making plans. Blue marlin, for example, are prevalent from March to October, while cobia are more common from November to April.

Annual Events

From December to February, several noteworthy art festivals are held in Miami and throughout the Keys. July lures visitors to Key West for Hemingway Days, and many flock to the Southernmost City for Fantasy Fest in late October. June brings the LGBTQ+ crowd to Key West Pride, and in July you can experience the unique Underwater Music Festival at Looe Key Reef.

Hurricane Season

Some out-of-towners are apprehensive about visiting the Florida Keys during the Atlantic hurricane season, which usually runs June through November. The truth is, however, that hurricanes are infrequent in this region, and many of the most popular events, such as Hemingway Days and Fantasy Fest, occur during this half of the year. Nevertheless, it’s always a good idea to be prepared for the worst. If you do plan to visit the Florida Keys during hurricane season, stay apprised of weather updates and be prepared to evacuate if necessary. Although most radio and television stations provide weather updates, it’s also possible to contact the National Weather Service (NWS) directly; there are offices in Key West (1315 White St.; 305/295-1316; www.weather.gov/key) and Miami (11691 SW 17th St.; 305/229-4522; www.weather.gov/mfl).
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BEFORE YOU GO

Transportation

Miami, the Everglades, and the Florida Keys constitute a fairly compact destination, especially given that one main highway—the 110-mi (177-km) Overseas Highway (US 1)—links much of this region. Though most visitors come by car, motorcycle, or RV, it’s possible to reach southern Florida using other forms of transportation. For instance, you can travel by train or bus to Miami, take a flight to Miami International Airport, or arrive in Key West by plane or cruise ship.

BY CAR

To get to southern Florida, your best bet is to rent a car and hit the road as soon as possible. After all, taxis and ride-share companies like Uber can get expensive, and it’s infinitely easier to travel the Overseas Highway by car, as opposed to walking or biking. Just be prepared for the drive from Miami to Key West to take roughly 3.5-4 hours in the mid- and low seasons, and perhaps more than 5 hours during the high season. In the absence of traffic, it can take about an hour to drive from Miami to Key Largo, another half hour to reach Islamorada, roughly 45 minutes to hit the heart of Marathon, about a half hour to make it to Big Pine Key, and an additional 45 minutes to arrive in Key West.

BY BOAT

Marinas are abundant in the islands, and almost everywhere you look offshore you are likely to see sailboats anchored and moored in the surrounding waterways. The most popular and boat-friendly islands are Key Largo, Big Pine, Islamorada, Marathon, and Key West. These islands are where you will find the most available slips and resupply locations at marinas, as well as the most restaurants and attractions with docks that give sailors convenient access.
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sunset on Key Largo



Sailing will give you access to some of the best parts of the Keys. With a sailboat you’ll able to cruise through clear blue waters to some of the most beautiful reefs, wrecks, fishing spots, and secluded islands, where you can explore so much more of what the Keys has to offer than if you were bound to land only.

The water is shallow in this region, but usually very clear. The major danger is running aground on shallows and hitting reefs, rocks, and debris around the islands. Do your homework and plot your course diligently to avoid disaster. Steer clear of sailing during the height of hurricane season, which is generally June through November.

The Florida Keys are an exceptionally high-traffic area. You’re likely to compete for space in waterways with other sailboats, large yachts, high-powered speedboats, tour boats, fishing vessels, commercial traffic, paddlers, Jet Skiers, swimmers, divers, snorkelers, and marine life. It is vitally important to be on the lookout for obstacles and other people and animals while using the waterways in the Florida Keys.

Reservations

No matter when you plan to travel to the Florida Keys, you should reserve your accommodations in advance. Resorts and B&Bs book up quickly during the high seasons of winter and spring, and many businesses close during September, which is in between seasons.
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MAKE IT A GREENER TRIP
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Experience all the Florida Keys have to offer while minimizing your environmental impact. With advance planning and appropriate packing, you’ll find it’s easy to travel sustainably around the region.

[image: Image] Packing Checklist

Reusable water bottle and shopping bag

Reusable utensils—handy for snacking on the beach

Reef-friendly sunscreen—essential to minimize damage to the marine ecosystem (see www.savethereef.org)

Quick-dry towel or bandana as a paper towel alternative

[image: Image] Paddling and Biking

As you travel through the Keys, keep an eye out for low-emission alternatives to driving, like journeys by boat or bike. While not as quick as driving, taking the slower, greener alternative allows you to soak up the scenery and immerse yourself in everyday life in the Keys. Spend the day enjoying the sights on a paddling or sailing trip. Key West is a great spot to bike through town and along the beach.
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palm trees in Key West
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Driving an electric vehicle is a more sustainable method of travel that is growing in popularity. You’ll find charging stations throughout the Florida Keys, particularly in Key West, Marathon, and Islamorada. Some resorts also offer charging stations.
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pelicans at a marina in Islamorada
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TRIP IDEAS & ITINERARIES Florida Keys

BEST OF THE FLORIDA KEYS

First-time visitors to the Florida Keys should set aside at least a week to experience the best of these legendary islands—plus the gateway areas of Miami and the Everglades.

Day 1: Miami

Begin your trip in the Miami area. For a taste of the city’s multicultural vibe, head to Little Havana, where you can sample authentic Cuban food and browse aromatic cigar shops. Then venture east to South Beach, where you can tour the colorful Art Deco Historic District.

After lunch at one of South Beach’s savory cafés, head southwest to Coconut Grove and Coral Gables, both of which boast a variety of historic structures, including The Biltmore Hotel, a 1920s-era hotel where you can enjoy fine dining. After dinner, explore Miami’s nightlife in South Beach.

Day 2: The Everglades

Rise early and head to Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park, where you can stroll along the beach, have breakfast at the Lighthouse Café, and take a guided tour of the 1825 Cape Florida Lighthouse, which provides panoramic views of Biscayne Bay. Afterward venture south to Biscayne National Park, where you can explore Boca Chita Key, Elliott Key, and other islands by kayak.

For an intimate tour of this subtropical wilderness, take an airboat ride through Everglades National Park, where you’ll observe birds, alligators, and other native creatures.

Next, experience the region’s heritage at the Miccosukee Indian Village on the Tamiami Trail. After a day of sightseeing, unwind at the Miccosukee Resort, where you’ll find dining, entertainment, and lodging options.

Day 3: Key Largo

Venture south on US 1 to the Florida Keys. In northern Key Largo, visit John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park, where popular activities include kayaking, snorkeling, and scuba diving.

Afterward head to Dolphins Plus, where you can swim with dolphins and learn how to be a marine mammal trainer.

Following a day of outdoor diversions, relax at one of Key Largo’s many waterfront restaurants, most of which offer ideal spots to watch the sunset.

Day 4: Islamorada

Continue southwest to the islands of Islamorada. On Upper Matecumbe Key, you’ll find the History of Diving Museum, which houses an interesting collection of diving paraphernalia.

On Lower Matecumbe Key, Robbie’s of Islamorada features boat rentals, fishing charters, and an open-air market. The marina also provides boat tours of two remote islands: Indian Key Historic State Park, once the site of a lucrative cargo-salvaging business, and Lignumvitae Key Botanical State Park, where you can tour a virgin tropical forest. While all the islands of Islamorada are worth visiting, Upper Matecumbe Key boasts most of the area’s shops, spas, bars, restaurants, and accommodations.

Day 5: Marathon and the Middle Keys

Just past Layton in the Middle Keys is Long Key State Park, a tranquil place for canoeists, anglers, hikers, and snorkelers. Farther south, you can relax on Sombrero Beach, popular with swimmers, picnickers, and volleyball enthusiasts.

If you have time, take a walking tour of The Turtle Hospital, a rescue facility on Vaca Key. Then visit Pigeon Key, an early 20th-century base camp for bridge workers. Admission includes a ferry ride to the island, which you can also access via the Old Seven Mile Bridge.

You’ll find plenty of after-hours dining and lodging options in the Middle Keys. Most lie on Vaca Key, Marathon’s lengthiest island.

Day 6: Big Pine and the Lower Keys

After crossing the Seven Mile Bridge, you’ll encounter the less populated Lower Keys, where Bahia Honda State Park lures kayakers, snorkelers, anglers, and bikers daily. While here, take a snorkeling or diving trip to Looe Key Reef, where you’ll spy large coral formations, spiny lobster, and the remains of a shipwreck.

Where you choose to spend your evening depends on your budget. Choices include the high dining and lodging prices at the exclusive Little Palm Island Resort & Spa, cottages on Big Pine Key, or an RV park on Geiger Key.


EAT LIKE A LOCAL

You’ll find some of the best fresh seafood in the country in the Keys. You can walk a few feet along Key West’s Duval Street, sit down at almost any restaurant, and marvel at the quality and variety of seafood on the menu.

MIAMI

• Best Cuban Food: Try Cuban chicken stew (fricase de pollo) and yummy fried plantains drizzled with honey at Caribe Cafe Restaurant, or seek out guava-and-cream-cheese pastries called pastelitos at El Brazo Fuerte Bakery.

KEY LARGO

• Best Spot to Sample Conch: The conch, a large sea snail with an iconic spiraling shell (as seen on the official Key West flag), is served in a variety of ways: chowders, cold salads, stews, ceviche, gumbo, and best of all, as fried conch fritters. Try the fritters at Key Largo Conch House.

• Best Key Lime Pie: One of the most sought-after delicacies in the Keys, this simple pie dish is made special by the juice of key limes, which only grow in this part of the world. Look for pies with a light-yellow color—that’s the authentic stuff. Try the pie at Mrs. Mac’s Kitchen and at my favorite, Sal’s Ballyhoo’s.
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key lime pie



ISLAMORADA

• Best Seafood: Try the catch-of-the-day selection at Chef Michael’s.

KEY WEST

• Best Key Lime Pie: Kermit’s Key West Key Lime Shoppe is the place to go for this delicacy while in Key West.

• Best Cocktails: Sloppy Joe’s Bar in Key West serves up classic mojitos, strawberry daiquiris, and piña coladas.

THE EVERGLADES

• Best Spot to Try Alligator: Alligator is mostly served as fried nuggets, but occasionally you’ll see whole tail and other interesting preparations. If you’re daring, try the fried gator nuggets at Island Cafe. And it’s true . . . it pretty much tastes like chicken.



Day 7: Key West

Head to Key West and survey its attractions aboard the Conch Tour Train. Then begin your self-guided tour on Duval Street in Old Town, where you can peruse art galleries, visit historical landmarks, and see colorful butterflies at The Key West Butterfly & Nature Conservatory. On nearby Whitehead Street, stroll among six-toed felines at the Ernest Hemingway Home and Museum, view the city from atop the Key West Lighthouse, and see John James Audubon’s drawings at the Audubon House & Tropical Gardens. Eat lunch at the Schooner Wharf Bar.
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Key West Lighthouse



Be sure to experience the daily Sunset Celebration at Mallory Square, and enjoy the plethora of nearby shops, bars, and restaurants. While you’ll find a variety of accommodations here, from low-key campgrounds to oceanfront resorts, consider staying in Old Town, which ensures easy access to Key West’s most popular activities.


LGBTQ+-FRIENDLY MIAMI AND KEY WEST

Miami’s thriving LGBTQ+ scene makes the city a top destination for visitors looking for year-round events in a diverse and welcoming community. Key West has a long history as a queer-friendly tropical getaway. With its exclusive hideaways, welcoming vibes, inclusive establishments, and the outrageous Fantasy Fest, it’s no wonder that more than 200,000 LGBTQ+ visitors travel to this island each year.

MIAMI

South Beach is the epicenter of LGBTQ+ activity. The city even has a self-proclaimed gay beach located at 12th Street in the South Beach area. The Miami Design Preservation League offers tours exploring the LGBTQ+ community’s contributions to Miami’s history.

• Best Nightlife: The best nightlife for the LGBTQ+ crowd is found on South Beach, with nearly all clubs offering a welcoming atmosphere and many catering to LGBTQ+ partiers. The Wynwood Arts District, north of Downtown Miami, is another area with nightlife that is preferred by LGBTQ+ customers.

• Best Accommodations: While nearly all accommodations in Miami are welcoming and inclusive, South Beach and the Wynwood Arts District are the epicenters of accommodations that cater to the LGBTQ+ community. for more information.

KEY WEST

• Best Nightlife: La Te Da Hotel has live piano and drag shows. And Dante’s features live bands, DJs, and a large, fun pool where the party is often happening.

• Best Festivals: Key West’s grandest—and gayest—party of the year is Fantasy Fest, a 10-day event with parades, costumes, and drag queens. The festivities continue at Key West Pride, usually held in mid-June.

• Best Accommodations: The top queer-friendly places to stay include the Island House, Key West’s largest gay male resort. Alexander’s LGBTQIA+ Guesthouse welcomes travelers to its stunning setting, which includes tropical gardens, a relaxing spa, and a beautiful pool. New Orleans House is the only all-male, gay guesthouse on Duval Street. For more information on these accommodations.



KEY WEST WEEKEND

Luxury, history, and revelry combine on this whimsical island, a popular place for weekend getaways.

Friday

When planning your getaway, book a room at one of Key West’s unique hotels, some of which offer stunning ocean views or access to a private beach. No matter where you decide to stay, though, reservations are highly recommended, especially on weekends during the high season.

After checking into your hotel and freshening up, take a stroll to Mallory Square, where artists, musicians, acrobats, and tourists converge daily to pay homage to Key West’s gorgeous sunsets. To avoid the crowds, head to Opal Key Resort & Marina, where you can watch the sunset while sipping cocktails on the Sunset Deck.
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Mallory Square



Once the sun goes down, head inland for an early dinner, perhaps at Café Marquesa or Schooner Wharf Bar, two of Key West’s best eateries. Afterward you can stroll along the quiet residential roads and make your way to Duval Street, a popular thoroughfare that’s rife with lively late-night bars—plus curious shops and art galleries, some of which feature enticing window displays.

For a nightcap, stop by Better Than Sex on Simonton, a bordello-style lounge and restaurant that focuses exclusively on wine, beer, coffee, and decadent desserts. Often hosting live jazz, this relaxing, dimly lit gem is usually open until midnight.
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TOP EXPERIENCE

BEST BEACHES

KEY LARGO

• Cannon Beach: This prized beach provides easy access to a swimming area and the remnants of an old Spanish shipwreck.

ISLAMORADA

• Anne’s Beach: This tranquil beach on the ocean side of Lower Matecumbe Key features a shallow swimming area and boardwalk access to secluded stretches of sand.

MARATHON AND THE MIDDLE KEYS

• Long Key State Park: Long Key State Park contains a narrow, grass-lined beach on the ocean side of US 1. It is only open to those staying in the state park campground.

• Curry Hammock State Park: Little Crawl Key features a pleasant beach and playground area that is accessible to overnight campers and day-use visitors alike.

• Coco Plum Beach: With a long stretch of sandy shore, this dog-friendly beach on the Atlantic side of Marathon is a perfect spot to watch the sunset at the end of the day. It’s also a sea turtle nesting area, and seeing cute baby turtles hatch and waddle their way to the waves for the first time is something you will likely remember for the rest of your life.

• Sombrero Beach: This beautiful beach is one of the most popular in the Keys, particularly among locals. This curvy, palm-lined expanse of sand is also a preferred spot for nesting turtles from April to October.

BIG PINE AND THE LOWER KEYS

• Sandspur Beach: Arguably the most popular beach in the Florida Keys, this photogenic, sandy stretch includes swaying palm trees, turquoise waters, and white sand.

KEY WEST

• Fort Zachary Taylor Historic State Park: Praised by sunbathers, swimmers, snorkelers, and bird-watchers alike, the beach just south of Fort Zachary Taylor is surely the finest in Key West. The clear, deep waters nurture living coral and tropical fish.

• Fort Jefferson Beach: Only accessible via ferry or seaplane, this isolated beach is worth the trip. Besides its proximity to historic Fort Jefferson, it is terrific for swimming, snorkeling, and overnight camping.

• Clarence S. Higgs Memorial Beach: At the foot of White Street, sun worshippers can rent water-sports equipment or stroll on the adjacent swimming pier.

• Smathers Beach: On warm, sunny days, crowds flock to this lengthy beach alongside Roosevelt Boulevard, an ideal place to watch the sunrise.



Saturday

Start the day with breakfast at the Banana Cafe, a popular French-style eatery that specializes in delectable crepes. Afterward, rent bicycles from Eaton Bikes on Margaret Street (or have them delivered to you) and tour Key West at your own pace. Be sure to ride up Whitehead Street, where you can visit such tranquil places as the Audubon House & Tropical Gardens and the Ernest Hemingway Home and Museum, both of which offer quiet spots to relax and gaze at the lush foliage. If you have time, stop by the Key West Lighthouse, which sits opposite the Hemingway Home, and climb the spiral staircase for an incredible view of the verdant city below.

Pedal over to Duval Street and stroll through The Key West Butterfly & Nature Conservatory, which features a glass-enclosed habitat filled with colorful birds and butterflies. Roughly 10 blocks away lies Nancy Forrester’s Secret Garden, yet another peaceful spot to relish nature. For lunch, head to the Conch Republic Seafood Company, where you can enjoy fresh seafood overlooking the yachts and sailboats in the adjacent Historic Seaport.
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Key West Butterfly & Nature Conservatory



Following lunch, you can head to Lazy Dog Adventures, which offers guided kayaking trips. Rent a kayak, or take a tour and wind along mangrove creeks and get an up-close look at tropical fish, aquatic birds, and other marine wonders.

After kayaking, if you’re not yet ready to call it a night, you’ll find late-night dancing at Sloppy Joe’s Bar.

Sunday

If you have yet to return your rented bicycles, a pickup can be arranged in the morning. After checking out of the hotel, stroll to Martin’s Key West, a stylish German fusion restaurant on Duval, for brunch. Specialties include grilled bratwurst, seafood crepes, and eggs Benedict with lobster medallions. Following brunch, take a taxi or drive to Fort Zachary Taylor Historic State Park, where you can take some time to swim in the warm waters, snorkel amid colorful coral and parrotfish, and enjoy the best beach in town before heading back home.


BEST WILDLIFE EXPERIENCES

MIAMI

• At Miami Seaquarium on Biscayne Bay, you can watch entertaining sea lions and killer whales, observe friendly manatees, and swim with dolphins.

KEY LARGO

• Dolphins Plus presents an array of year-round activities, from structured dolphin swims to trainer-for-a-day programs.

• The nonprofit Laura Quinn Wild Bird Sanctuary hosts a slew of native species, including woodpeckers, brown pelicans, laughing gulls, and great white herons.

ISLAMORADA

• At Theater of the Sea, you can swim with dolphins and sea lions and take a snorkeling cruise to an offshore coral reef.

• You can feed visiting schools of tarpon at Robbie’s of Islamorada.

MARATHON AND THE MIDDLE KEYS

• In Marathon, the Dolphin Research Center offers a variety of educational experiences, from brief dolphin dips to daylong research programs.

• Don’t miss the Crane Point Museum and Nature Center, where birds congregate alongside Florida Bay.

• The Turtle Hospital offers guided tours of a sea turtle rehabilitation area.
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BIG PINE KEY AND THE LOWER KEYS

• On Big Pine Key, you can search for diminutive key deer within the National Key Deer Refuge.

KEY WEST

• In Mallory Square, the Key West Aquarium presents daily shark feedings, plus the chance to observe tarpon, parrotfish, and sea turtles.

• The Florida Keys Eco-Discovery Center contains a 2,500-gal (9,450-l) reef tank filled with living coral and tropical fish.

• The Key West Butterfly & Nature Conservatory invites visitors into a vibrant, glass-enclosed habitat filled with colorful butterflies, birds, and flowering plants.

THE EVERGLADES

• You have several ways to get an up-close look at alligators, turtles, birds, and more in the Everglades. Go for a paddle or take a tram ride in Everglades National Park.

• Embark on a hike or drive down wildlife-filled Turner River Road in Big Cypress National Preserve.



TOP EXPERIENCE Outdoor Recreation

The unique geography of the archipelago makes it an ideal destination for outdoors enthusiasts. The most sought-after diversions in the Conch Republic include diving, snorkeling, fishing, kayaking, biking, and hiking.

DIVING AND SNORKELING

The ocean waters along the eastern side of the Florida Keys constitute one of the finest—and most popular—underwater diving areas in the world. Stretching the length of the 220-mi (355-km) archipelago and lying less than 6 mi (10 km) offshore, the continental United States’ only living coral barrier reef provides a thriving habitat for a wide array of fascinating marine life, from sponges to kaleidoscopic fish, in waters ranging in depth 5-70 ft (1.5-21 m).

Snorkelers and scuba divers—whether amateurs or aficionados—can easily spend five days exploring the shipwrecks, artificial reefs, and vibrant coral formations that are now protected within Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary. If you plan to experience these underwater delights, there’s no need to bring your own snorkeling gear and diving tanks; such equipment is available throughout the Keys.

BEST FOR WRECK DIVES

John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park, Key Largo

Here in America’s first undersea park, you can take diving instruction, earn PADI Open Water certification, and participate in snorkeling or scuba-diving tours. Top attractions include the offshore coral reefs east of Key Largo—such as Key Largo Dry Rocks, which contains the ever-popular Christ of the Abyss statue—the wrecks of the Duane, the Bibb, and the USS Spiegel Grove; plus the sea caves of French Reef.
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Christ of the Abyss statue



Islamorada

Join the Florida Keys Dive Center to see underwater attractions including Conch Wall, home to a variety of conch, barrel sponges, and rare pillar coral. While down there, you might also spy green moray eels near Davis Reef, gorgonian coral along Crocker Wall, and the wrecked El Infante, a Spanish galleon that sank in a 1733 hurricane. You can also explore Alligator Reef, site of the shipwrecked USS Alligator, and the Eagle, a 287-ft (87-m) freighter that became an artificial reef in the mid-1980s.

Marathon and the Middle Keys

Try Snuba diving, a patented form of deepwater snorkeling, or night diving with Tilden’s Scuba Center in Marathon. Top underwater sites include the spur-and-groove Sombrero Reef and the star, elkhorn, and brain coral of the Delta Shoals. In this area, you can also survey two shipwrecks: the Adelaide Baker, essentially the remains of a three-masted iron-rigged ship; and the Thunderbolt, a 188-ft (57-m) vessel intentionally sunk in the mid-1980s and now home to coral, sponges, and angelfish.

BEST FOR BEGINNERS

Big Pine Key and the Lower Keys

Explore the spectacular, 33-ac (13-ha) Looe Key Reef with Looe Key Reef Resort & Dive Center on Ramrod Key. Named for the HMS Looe, which ran aground here in 1744, this spur-and-groove network now abounds with parrotfish, turtles, eagle rays, and whale sharks. Given its varying depths, the reef is ideal for both inexperienced snorkelers and advanced divers. Through the dive center, you can also survey the Adolphus Busch, a 213-ft (65-m) freighter that was purposely sunk as an artificial reef and is now home to a wide array of marine creatures, from eels to jewfish.

Key West

You’ll find an array of vibrant coral reefs and engaging shipwrecks surrounding Key West. While first-timers can easily snorkel in the waters near Fort Zachary Taylor Historic State Park or Dry Tortugas National Park, most of the underwater attractions in this area are only accessible with the help of professional diving charters. Guided excursions will take you to nearby wrecks, caves, and artificial reefs.

KAYAKING AND CANOEING

There is an abundance of great kayaking and canoeing in this region, from the mangroves and wetlands of the Everglades to the coastal island hopping and mangrove tunnels of the Florida Keys. About everywhere you look you can find a great spot to paddle. Add to this a large number of kayak rental shops and tour companies offering guided excursions and you have found a beautiful paddler’s paradise.

BEST PLACES TO SEE WILDLIFE

Key Largo

On Key Largo, paddlers can explore the 50-plus mi (80 km) of mangrove waterways at John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park. An experienced and fit paddler may want to paddle the 4-5 mi (6.4-8 km) to one of the offshore reefs where they can snorkel or dive.

Big Pine Key and the Lower Keys

In the Lower Keys from Bahia Honda Key to Key West, kayakers will find countless waterways, plenty of mangrove islands, and even opportunities for paddling in the open ocean. You can rent kayaks and other watercraft, such as stand-up paddleboards, from the outfitter at Bahia Honda State Park.
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paddling Bahia Honda Key



The Everglades

In the Everglades, the Big Cypress National Preserve and the Ten Thousand Islands region of Everglades National Park are excellent places to paddle and see alligators, exotic birds, marine life, and snakes.

FISHING

The Florida Keys and the Everglades offer some of the best fishing in the United States. The region has an abundance of fishing charters, boat rental companies, and bait and tackle shops to accommodate your fishing interests. Anglers come from all over the world to sportfish for large sailfish like blue marlin, deep-sea fish for mahi or red snapper, or fish in the backcountry mangroves and flats for snapper, grouper, sheepshead, or trout, to name a few.

BEST SPOTS

Key Largo

There are plenty of fishing options on Key Largo, with the main attraction being offshore fishing. The geography of the island gives anglers easy access to the Atlantic. Numerous reefs and wrecks are within 4-5 mi (6.4-8 km) offshore, where you can fish for snapper, grouper, and more.

Islamorada

Anglers make a beeline for Islamorada, the self-proclaimed “sportfishing capital of the world.” Full-service marinas, fishing charters, independent fishing guides, and boat rentals are available here. You’re almost guaranteed to catch one of the region’s many native species, from tarpon to red snapper.

Key West

One of the most popular locations for fishing in the region is Key West. The island has the second most charter boats and marinas of all the Keys, just slightly behind Islamorada. Anglers can choose from deep-sea, sportfishing, bottom fishing, and backcountry or flats fishing from Key West.

BIKING

BEST SPOTS FOR BEGINNERS

Key Largo

The bike path along the Overseas Highway in Key Largo offers miles of biking where you can explore the sights of this beautiful island. There are many bike rental shops and repair shops where you can prepare for your biking adventure. The many restaurants, gift shops, and ice cream stores offer plenty of places to relax and escape the heat and sun if needed.

Key West

Key West is simply a lovely town in which to while away an afternoon and absorb the sights on your own timetable. Outfitters around town offer several ways to rent a bicycle and take a tour.

BEST MULTIDAY RIDE

Key Largo to Key West

Many hardy bikers have ventured from Key Largo to Key West, tackling US 1 along the way. There is not a dedicated bike path for the entire ride. Many miles only offer a bike lane on the shoulder of the road. One such stretch is the Seven Mile Bridge between Marathon and Big Pine Key, arguably the most dangerous section of the route. The entire journey along US 1 is about 106 mi (171 km) and generally takes about 14 hours to bike. Most people break up the ride into 2-4 days. It would be easy to take a week on this journey if you wanted to see all the best sights the Florida Keys have to offer.

HIKING

BEST PLACES TO SEE WILDLIFE

Key Largo

Explore the hiking trails at Dagny Johnson Key Largo Hammock Botanical State Park in Key Largo. The serene 2,421-ac (980-ha) preserve protects more than 80 different plant and animal species and has 6 mi (10 km) of backcountry trails.

Big Pine

See the endangered key deer at the refuge that spans many islands of the Lower Keys. The most popular trails and locations to spot the key deer are on Big Pine Key. This smaller subspecies of white-tailed deer has a population that is estimated to be around 700-800 animals.

Key West

Take a break from the partying or heat in Key West and stroll through the gardens and exhibits at The Key West Butterfly & Nature Conservatory. This tropical oasis has hundreds of free-flying butterflies, many tropical birds, and a pair of exotic flamingos. The mounted butterflies in the gift shop are a beautiful souvenir of your trip in the Florida islands.

BEST HIKES WITH KIDS

Key West

The trails on the western tip of Key West in Fort Zachary Taylor Historic State Park explore the historic forts and coastal landscape. Walk the trails and enjoy the nearby beaches—some of the best in Key West.

The Everglades

The impressive Big Cypress Bend Boardwalk was completely renovated and substantially upgraded in 2024. The easy 0.5-mi (0.8-km) walk follows a raised boardwalk to a small pond. Along the way you are likely to see alligators, birds, and other wildlife as the trail explores the many habitats of the Fakahatchee Strand Preserve.
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Big Cypress Bend Boardwalk
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South Beach




S Highlights

Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.

S Little Havana: Home to many Cuban immigrants and Cuban Americans, this neighborhood offers cigar shops, authentic markets and restaurants, live music, and art galleries (click here).

S Art Deco Historic District (above right): Colorful South Beach features an incredible collection of art deco-style buildings, which you can enjoy through a guided tour (click here).

S Vizcaya Museum & Gardens: Take a tour through this elaborate Italian villa replica, filled with antique furnishings and art objects from the 15th through 19th centuries (click here).

S The Biltmore Hotel: Opened in the 1920s, this architectural gem is worth a stop, even if you choose not to stay the night (click here).

S Cuban Food (above left): You’ll find plenty of tasty Cuban restaurants and coffeehouses in South Beach, Coral Gables, and Little Havana (click here).



One of the most fabulous gateway towns around, Miami is a must for anyone planning a road trip to the Keys. Given its wide assortment of museums, historic structures, art and architectural districts, trendy restaurants and nightclubs, inviting beaches, animal attractions, shopping enclaves, and annual events, Miami could easily entertain you for an extended visit.

Orientation

As big cities go, Miami isn’t too hard to traverse by car or public transportation. Several major highways and interstates, such as US 1, US 27, US 41, I-75, and I-95, link other Florida cities to Miami, and for the most part, all roads lead to the ocean. From downtown Miami, you can head north on I-95 or Biscayne Boulevard (US 1) to reach North Miami, take US 1 or various surface streets south to access Coconut Grove and Coral Gables, or use I-195 or I-395 to cross Biscayne Bay toward Miami Beach. Although public transportation, taxicabs, and shuttle services are available in Miami, it’s best to explore the surrounding region by car.
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AUTHOR TIP

Add a few more days to your trip to experience Everglades National Park, about an hour’s drive southwest of Miami.



Planning Your Time

While the Magic City’s assortment of attractions, restaurants, and activities could consume a week or more, time and budget might dictate a shorter stay. If so, you should definitely visit the cultural microcosms of Little Havana and Little Haiti, take a self-guided walking tour of the pastel-hued Art Deco Historic District, and soak in the ambience of infamous South Beach, a terrific place to dine alongside celebrities in sophisticated restaurants and party the night away at one of numerous hip bars and dance clubs. Depending on your interests and the time of your visit, you might also catch a professional sporting event—this is, after all, the home of the Miami Dolphins, Miami Marlins, Miami Heat, and Florida Panthers. Of course, you’re also not far from the coral reefs of Biscayne National Park, a favorite spot for snorkelers and scuba divers.

WHEN TO GO

Despite the weather being fairly warm and mild in Miami all year long, the peak tourist season typically extends from November to April. During the hot, humid summer months, certain activities and establishments aren’t available, so always call ahead when in doubt.

The plethora of major surface streets, state highways, and federal interstates makes it fairly easy to get around, though you should be prepared for traffic jams on weekdays and holiday weekends. Of course, when you choose to pass through the gateway area of Miami will probably depend on several factors, including annual events, intended activities, or your plans for onward travel to the Everglades or the Florida Keys. Hotel reservations are encouraged, and you should be prepared for pricey accommodations in the safer neighborhoods.
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South Beach
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ONE DAY IN MIAMI

If you only have one day in Miami, this itinerary will take you to the top sights, ending with a luxurious evening at a historic hotel.

MORNING

Enjoy a leisurely breakfast at one of South Beach’s swanky cafés with an ocean view. Afterward, stroll through shaded Lummus Park Beach before touring the adjacent Art Deco Historic District, taking in the impressive, colorful, and historical architecture that fills this vibrant neighborhood.

AFTERNOON

Head to Little Havana, where you can sample authentic Cuban food and bakeries, see cigars being rolled by hand, and watch the locals play dominoes at Maximo Gomez Park. Then make your way to the Vizcaya Museum & Gardens. Tour the spectacular gardens and wander through the mansion, where you’ll get a firsthand look at what it’s like to be rich and famous.
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Vizcaya Museum & Gardens



EVENING

Enjoy an upscale meal and stay at The Biltmore Hotel, Coral Gables’ 1920s-era mansion. If you still have energy, check out the nightlife scene along the neon-lit Miami Beach.



Sights

Downtown Miami

HISTORYMIAMI MUSEUM

101 W. Flagler St.; 305/375-1492; www.historymiami.org; 10am-5pm Wed.-Sat., noon-5pm Sun.; $15

In the Metro Dade Cultural Center you can learn about the city’s pioneers at HistoryMiami Museum, which presents a permanent exhibit called Tropical Dreams: A People’s History of South Florida as well as several temporary displays about the region’s rich history, environmental challenges, and diverse culture. The museum offers walking, boat, and gallery tours with varying prices that give a more interactive glimpse into Miami’s diverse history.
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PÉREZ ART MUSEUM MIAMI

1103 Biscayne Blvd.; 305/375-3000; www.pamm.org; 11am-9pm Thurs., 11am-6pm Fri.-Mon.; $18

Pérez Art Museum Miami, located on the beautiful Biscayne Bay, is a sight in and of itself. The stylish structure blends modern, industrial materials with lush, tropical foliage. Inside the museum, there are more than 500 pieces of multicultural artwork from the 20th and 21st centuries. PAMM presents the varied creations of contemporary artists like Cuban-born painter and sculptor Carlos Alfonzo, Dutch portrait photographer Rineke Dijkstra, and American sculptor and textile artist Ann Hamilton.

WYNWOOD ARTS DISTRICT

between 20th St., 6th Ave., 36th St., and 2nd Ave.; www.wynwoodmiami.com

Miami is home to a thriving community of artists, designers, and collectors, and you’ll find several arts districts here. One of the largest is the Wynwood Arts District. The district has well over 70 galleries, studios, stores, bars, and restaurants all within walking distance of one another.

Wynwood Walls

on NW 2nd Ave., between NE 25th St. and NE 26th St.; free

A highlight of the district is the Wynwood Walls, comprising more than 80,000 sq ft (7,400 sq m) of old warehouse walls that have been transformed into modern murals. The street art represents a diverse range of styles from over 50 artists. It’s a beautiful place to visit and a fun place for a photo shoot.

S Little Havana

GOOGLE MAP

Home to many Cuban immigrants and Cuban Americans since the 1960s, Little Havana lies just west of downtown Miami. A predominantly Latino neighborhood, La Pequeña Habana offers a plethora of cigar shops, quiet parks, authentic markets and restaurants, live music venues, art galleries, and annual events like Carnaval Miami, which takes place in March and features Calle Ocho, touted as the biggest Latino street party in the country. To experience the unique vibe of this ethnic enclave, simply stroll along the major streets, such as Calle Ocho (SW 8th St.) and Cuban Memorial Boulevard (SW 13th Ave.), and take note of various monuments such as a memorial plaque of Cuba, the bust of Cuban poet and revolutionary José Martí, and the black obelisk dedicated to those who perished during the Bay of Pigs Invasion.

MAXIMO GOMEZ PARK

801 SW 15th Ave.; 8am-8pm daily

Make sure to visit Maximo Gomez Park, named after a Cuban revolutionary who fought against Spanish oppression in the late 1800s. Affectionately known as Domino Park, this small meeting place is often filled with old-timers playing friendly (if competitive) rounds of chess or dominoes. There are many small Cuban cafés with order windows on the street where you can pick up quick, tasty, authentic Cuban food and coffees.

South Beach

East of downtown Miami is Miami Beach, an incorporated city and part of a barrier island that’s linked to the mainland by four causeways: MacArthur (SR-A1A), Venetian, Julia Tuttle (I-195), and John F. Kennedy (SR-934). Surely the most famous portion of this island is the southern part, known as South Beach, where you’ll encounter one of the most celebrated architectural districts in southern Florida.
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S ART DECO HISTORIC DISTRICT

Officially listed in the National Register of Historic Places as the Miami Beach Architectural District, the colorful Art Deco Historic District features an incredible collection of art deco-style buildings and museums affiliated with Florida International University (FIU). The district is roughly bounded by Washington Avenue and Ocean Drive between 5th and 23rd Streets.

The best way to experience this historic neighborhood is with a walking, biking, or Segway tour, whether self-guided or otherwise. No matter which tour you choose, you can easily reach South Beach by public bus or private vehicle. If you drive yourself, you’ll find plenty of parking garages and metered street parking here ($2-plus/hour).


LITTLE HAITI

North of downtown Miami lies the city’s traditional center of Haitian Creole and Francophone culture and the largest Haitian community outside of Haiti. Bordered by Little River to the north, this neighborhood has long been known as La Petite Haïti, or Little Haiti—and, traditionally, as Lemon City. Here you can gaze at multicolored building facades, listen to snippets of Creole, and visit fascinating art and crafts shops.

Plan to visit in the morning or afternoon to dine and shop at local favorites.

CHEZ LE BEBE RESTAURANT

114 NE 54th St.; 305/751-7639; 8am-11pm daily; $10-20

Enjoy spicy authentic cuisine at eateries like the long-standing Chez Le Bebe Restaurant, which serves inexpensive dishes like tasso (fried goat), griot (fried pork), and mais (grits). While eating, you might even learn a few Creole expressions, such as souple (please) and mesi (thank you).

MIAMI DESIGN DISTRICT

305/722-7100; www.miamidesigndistrict.net

Near the southern part of Little Haiti is the trendy Miami Design District, an 18-block stretch featuring more than 120 art galleries, restaurants, bars, and showrooms filled with designer fashions, furnishings, lighting fixtures, kitchen and bathroom products, wall and floor materials, and fine rugs. There’s also an incredible version of the Fly’s Eye Dome (140 NE 39th St. #001), built by the Buckminster Fuller Institute. Situated between Northeast 37th Street, Biscayne Boulevard, Northeast 42nd Street, and North Miami Avenue, the stylish district is certainly worthy of a daylong stroll.


[image: image]

Fly’s Eye Dome





Miami Design Preservation League Walking Tour

Art Deco Welcome Center and Gift Shop, 1001 Ocean Dr., 2nd Fl., Miami Beach; 305/672-2014; www.mdpl.org; 90 minutes, 9am and 5pm daily; $40

First-timers may especially appreciate the walking tour that the Miami Design Preservation League (MDPL) offers daily. Departing from the Art Deco Gift Shop, this guided stroll explores hotels, restaurants, and other commercial structures, providing an introduction to the art deco, Mediterranean Revival, and Miami Modern (MiMo) styles found within this important district. Reservations are not required for this tour.

Jewish Museum of Florida—FIU

301 Washington Ave., Miami Beach; 305/672-5044; www.jmof.fiu.edu [URL inactive]; 10am-4pm Wed.-Sun.; $12

Near the southern end of the island is the spacious Jewish Museum of Florida—FIU, a complex that includes two former synagogues, one erected in 1929 and the other in 1936. Both synagogues are listed in the National Register of Historic Places, and together they boast an extensive collection of photographs, documents, and artifacts that illustrate the Jewish experience in the Sunshine State. Three informative films about Florida’s Jewish history as well as the museum’s history are also available. Admission is free for all visitors on Saturday, though the on-site Bessie’s Bistro is closed that day in observance of Shabbat.

The Wolfsonian–FIU

1001 Washington Ave., Miami Beach; 305/531-1001; www.wolfsonian.org; 10am-6pm Wed.-Thurs., 10am-9pm Fri., 10am-6pm Sat.-Sun.; $12

The Wolfsonian–FIU, a wheelchair-accessible design museum in the heart of the Art Deco Historic District, houses an intriguing collection of roughly 120,000 objects from the modern era (1885-1945). Admission is always free for the students, faculty, and staff of Florida’s state universities—and free for everyone else 6pm-9pm on Friday.

World Erotic Art Museum (WEAM)

1205 Washington Ave., Miami Beach; 305/532-9336; www.weam.com; 11am-6pm daily; $20

Another art repository is the World Erotic Art Museum (WEAM), which is two blocks north of the Wolfsonian. Home to the continent’s largest collection of erotic art, the 20-room, 12,000-sq-ft (1,100-sq-m) museum includes everything from Lady Godiva depictions to Indonesian and Caribbean artifacts, plus erotic chessboards, pinup illustrations, gay photography, fetish artwork, and Picasso paintings, among other exhibits. The on-site gift shop contains an array of erotic books, postcards, and posters. Not surprisingly, visitors must be 18 years or older to enter the museum.

Holocaust Memorial of the Greater Miami Jewish Federation

1933-1945 Meridian Ave., Miami Beach; 305/538-1663; www.holocaustmemorialmiamibeach.org; 10am-sunset daily; free

Just south of Dade Boulevard is the Holocaust Memorial of the Greater Miami Jewish Federation, erected to honor the six million Jews who perished during the Holocaust. Constructed over a four-year period and dedicated in February 1990, the memorial features a reflecting pool; a black granite wall presenting the history of the Holocaust (1933-1945) through text, pictures, and maps; and a narrow passage emphasizing the most infamous death camps. From there, visitors enter a large circular plaza paved in Jerusalem stone, surrounded by a high black granite wall and featuring a 42-ft-high (13-m) bronze sculpture composed of nearly 100 anguished figures. This engaging yet heart-wrenching tour culminates with the Memorial Wall, an ever-growing etched list of names, representing a multitude of fallen children, parents, and grandparents.

Bass Museum of Art

2100 Collins Ave., Miami Beach; 305/673-7530; www.bassmuseum.org; noon-5pm Wed. and Fri.-Sun.; $15

Near the Holocaust Memorial is the Bass Museum of Art, which contains an enormous selection of European, Asian, North American, Latin American, and Caribbean paintings, sculptures, textiles, and photographs from the 15th through the 21st centuries, including the work of Peter Paul Rubens and Benjamin West. It has temporary art exhibits as well as a relatively new Egyptian gallery that includes an authentic mummy and sarcophagus. Free docent tours are available, and an on-site gift shop offers an intriguing selection of folk art, local jewelry, unique decorative items, educational toys, and art and photography books, plus a snack bar with free Wi-Fi.

Watson Island

En route from South Beach to downtown Miami via the MacArthur Causeway, you’ll cross Watson Island in Biscayne Bay, which has two family-friendly attractions.

JUNGLE ISLAND

1111 Parrot Jungle Trail, Miami; 305/400-7000; www.jungleisland.com; 9:30am-4pm daily; $44

At Jungle Island visitors can see parrot shows, view the antics of kangaroos and penguins, watch tiger and primate presentations, feed various birds, and wander among the alligators in an Everglades habitat. While you’re here, stroll through a lush greenhouse and relax on a private beach.

MIAMI CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

MCM, 980 MacArthur Cswy.; 305/373-5437; www.miamichildrensmuseum.org; 10am-6pm daily; $26

The wheelchair-accessible Miami Children’s Museum lures visitors with an array of interactive exhibits that allow children to operate a crane and navigate a cruise ship at PortMiami, play in a music studio, steer a fire truck, explore the Everglades, and peer inside a 900-gal (3,400-l) marine tank.

Coconut Grove

Situated southwest of downtown Miami, Coconut Grove is a popular shopping and
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THE BARNACLE HISTORIC STATE PARK



Coral Gables


S THE BILTMORE HOTEL
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CORAL GABLES MERRICK HOUSE AND GARDENS



VENETIAN POOL



Key Biscayne


MIAMI SEAQUARIUM



BILL BAGGS CAPE FLORIDA STATE PARK




North Miami

MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART NORTH MIAMI




Southern Miami

DEERING ESTATE AT CUTLER



ZOO MIAMI



Beaches and Recreation


Beaches

SOUTH BEACH

Lummus Park Beach



Parks and Gardens

DOWNTOWN MIAMI

Bayfront Park



Miami Beach Botanical Garden



CORAL GABLES

Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden



Matheson Hammock County Park









KEY BISCAYNE

Crandon Park



Boat Tours

DOWNTOWN MIAMI

Island Queen Cruises



SOUTH BEACH

Duck Tours South Beach
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Fishing and Boating


CHARTERS AND RENTALS


Jumanji



Canoeing and Kayaking


TOURS AND RENTALS

Miami EcoAdventures



Oleta River Outdoor Center



Diving and Snorkeling


CLASSES AND RENTALS

Diver’s Paradise



Hiking


KEY BISCAYNE

Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park



NORTH MIAMI

Oleta River State Park



Golf

SOUTH BEACH

Miami Beach Golf Club



CORAL GABLES

Biltmore Golf Course



Biking


RENTALS


Miami Beach Bicycle Center



Key Cycling



Spectator Sports


BASEBALL

Miami Marlins



BASKETBALL

Miami Heat



HOCKEY

Florida Panthers



FOOTBALL

Miami Dolphins



SOCCER

Inter Miami CF



Entertainment and Events

The Arts



DOWNTOWN MIAMI

Olympia Theater



Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts of Miami-Dade County



SOUTH BEACH

The Fillmore Miami Beach at the Jackie Gleason Theater



CORAL GABLES

Actors’ Playhouse at the Miracle Theatre



Festivals and Events


WINTER

Art Deco Weekend



Coconut Grove Arts Festival



Food Network South Beach Wine & Food Festival



Carnaval Miami



SPRING

Outshine LGBTQ+ Film Festival



SUMMER

Miami/Bahamas Goombay Festival



International Ballet Fest of Miami



FALL

Miami Book Fair International



Miami International Dragon Boat Festival



Art Basel Miami Beach



Art Miami



Shopping


Downtown Miami


Little Havana


Little Havana Cigar Factory



South Beach


The Lincoln Road Outdoor Antique & Collectible Market of Miami Beach



Ocean Drive Gallery



Coral Gables


Food


Downtown Miami

SEAFOOD

CVI.CHE [URL inactive] 105



FRENCH

Café Bastille



Little Havana

S CUBAN FOOD

Sala’o Cuban Restaurant
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Casa Juancho



El Cristo Restaurant



South Beach

SEAFOOD

Joe’s Stone Crab



ITALIAN

Dolce Italian Miami



DINERS

11th Street Diner



Coconut Grove

LATIN AMERICAN

Jaguar Latin American Kitchen



Coral Gables

BREWERIES

Titanic Brewing Company



West Miami

CUBAN FOOD

S Versailles Restaurant



Caribe Cafe Restaurant



Key Biscayne

SEAFOOD

Boater’s Grill



Bars and Nightlife


Downtown Miami

LIVE MUSIC

Gramps
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Lagniappe



South Beach

NIGHTCLUBS


Mynt Lounge



LIVE MUSIC

BAROOM CLUB



BARS

Wet Willie’s



Coral Gables

BARS

John Martin’s Irish Pub & Restaurant



Accommodations


Downtown Miami


$150-350

Kimpton EPIC Hotel



OVER $350

Four Seasons Hotel Miami



South Beach


$150-350

Majestic Hotel South Beach



OVER $350

The Betsy Hotel



S Fontainebleau Miami Beach



Coconut Grove to Coral Gables

OVER $350

Mayfair House Hotel & Garden



S The Biltmore Hotel



Key Biscayne

Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park



Information and Services

Information

TOURIST INFORMATION








Services

EMERGENCY SERVICES






Safety


Transportation

Getting There

AIR

Miami International Airport (MIA)



Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport (FLL)



BUS




TRAIN





AIRPORT TRANSFERS


Shuttle Service



Train


Taxi


CAR


Getting Around

PUBLIC TRANSIT
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TAXI AND RIDESHARE


CAR


BOAT
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