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Andrew was born in London England and studied classical music for ten years. During his teenage years his passion for Blues piano started when he heard Nicky Hopkins play the piano solo on the song “Blues Deluxe” from Jeff Beck’s first album “Truth”. Once Andrew developed his Blues piano technique he started playing in Blues, Rock & Funk bands around England before moving to California in 1979 to pursue a professional career in music.

Andrew is an exceptional all round experienced keyboard player, having played in a variety of musical situations throughout Europe, USA and Asia. He currently plays in a band called “The Super Groovers” www.thesupergroovers.com with sax player Frank Villafranca where they compose, arrange and produce their own music, a blend of Blues, Jazz, Funk, Latin styles. They have released two CD’s, Supergroovin’ and Mainline Connection receiving worldwide radio airplay.

His experience has enabled him to compose, produce and arrange music for many artists, TV Shows, film, theater, commercials, etc. Andrew has authored over 80 music instructional books and the company he owns, ADG Productions www.adgproductions.com has published over 150 instructional books which are sold throughout the world.

Andrew was on the faculty at Cornel School Of Contemporary Music at Shepherd University  in Los Angeles for 7 years where he taught private piano lessons, group performance classes, History of Rock & Roll and keyboard groove lab. 

With his books reaching a worldwide audience, Andrew teaches many music students who have bought his books using a high speed internet connection, skype and a webcam. 

For further information about Andrew’s lessons, he can be contacted at:

musiclessons@adgproductions.com
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Thank you for buying this book, one of the many popular books I have authored for blues sax instruction such as: 100 Ultimate Blues Riffs, The Blues Scale, The Bluesier Side of Jazz. I am very grateful that I am able to help music students/musicians develop their musical abilities through these books. 

I have created 30, 12bar blues play-a-long backing tracks in various Blues styles, keys and tempos such as: Funky Blues, Boogie Blues, Jazz Blues, Minor Blues, Country Blues, Latin Blues, Old Time Jazz Blues, Jazz Swing Blues, Classic Blues Rock, Soulful Blues, Slow Blues and many more. Each of the 30 play-a-long tracks has been recorded with 10 choruses of the 12 bar blues progression giving you ample time to practice soloing techniques totaling over 3 hours of music. 

The 30 Blues styles contains a solo improvisational melody line, 12 measures in length, designed for the beginner student in mind as a starting point to create your own improvisational solos.  

Blues is the basis of many forms of music and these tracks have been specifically created to include styles such as: Jazz, Funk, Folk, Country, Latin, Rock, Gospel, Pop, Boogie, giving you a well-rounded selection of musical styles based on the Blues.

The Play-A-Long and Solo and tracks.

Each of the 30 Blues tracks have been recorded, first with the solo playing along with the rhythm backing tracks of keyboards, guitar, bass and drums and immediately following, is the play-a-long backing track that cycles through the 12 bar blues progression 10 times, giving you plenty of time to practice. 

My suggestion is to first learn and then memorize each solo that you are working on so that you build up a vocabulary of musical phrases. It is vitally important to memorize each solo rather than relying on the music. When you have memorized and mastered each solo, slowly develop your own musical phrases by changing the order and rhythm of the notes as shown in the two examples below: “Have fun practicing improvising along to the play-a-long tracks.”
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The MIDI files which are available separately with the correct software such as the free software program Musescore, offers you the opportunity to: 

1. Slow the tempo down to your skill level. 

2. Change the key, allowing you the option of transposing the patterns into keys other than the written key. 

3. Use the loop function to practice difficult measures repeatedly. 

4. Use these patterns for ear training exercises by slowing the tempo down and looping a certain section repeatedly, try to play the correct notes using your ear rather than reading the music.

I hope that you will find this concept a great tool for helping you with your musical development and I welcome any comments that you may have as you work through this book, I can be reached at adgordon@adgproductions.com.  

Listening to the Blues

Besides learning the examples in this book it is necessary to spend time listening to as many Blues musicians in different genres of music and learn from their styles: Here is a great link to
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