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​Translator’s Introduction

All praise is due to Allah. Him alone we worship, and Him alone we seek for help.

We bear witness that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah, without associating rivals in worship with Him. We bear witness that Muhammad (ﷺ) is the slave and Messenger of Allah. Peace and blessings be upon him, his followers, and those who follow him thereafter. To proceed:

Allah states in His Noble Book:

إنمّا يََخشىَ اللهَ مِن عِبَادِهِ العُلَماءُ
سورة فاطر: 28
“It is only those who have knowledge among His slaves that fear Allah.” (add ref)

And the saying of the Messenger of Allah (ﷺ):

من يُرِدِ اللهُ بِهِ خَيرًا يُفَقِّهْهُ في الدِّين

“Whoever Allah wants good for, He gives him understanding of the Deen [religion of Islam].”
(Narrated by Mu’awiyyah and collected by Muslim)
Allah states in His Noble Book:

قالَ الله تعالى
ما كانَ لِبَشَرٍ أن يُؤتِيَهُ اللهُ الكِتابَ وَالحُكمَ وَالنُّبُوَّةَ ثُمَّ يَقُولَ لِلنَّاسِ كُونُوا عِبادًا لِّي مِن دُونِ الله وَلَكِن كُونُوا رَبَّانِيِّينَ بِما كُنتُم تُعَلِّمُونَ الكِتابَ وَبِما كُنتُم تَدرُسونَ
سورة آل عمران: 79
“It is not (possible) for any human being to whom Allah has given the Book and Al-Hukmā (the knowledge and understanding of the laws of religion, etc.) and Prophethood to say to the people: ‘Be my worshippers rather than Allah’s.’ On the contrary (he would say): ‘Be you Rabbaniyun (knowledgeable men of religion who practice what they know and also preach to others), because you are teaching the Book and you are studying it.’”
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​Chapter 1. Tawheed
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All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, all his family, and all his Companions.

The title—just as all of you heard:

دعوة التوحيد و سهام المغرضين

The Call to Tawheed and the Arrows of the Biased [Against Tawheed]

Tawheed means to single out Allah, Exalted and Most High, in worship. It is to make the One who deserves worship be worshiped as One. Indeed, this is Tawheed: to make Allah One in worship—to worship Him alone.

So when the Prophet (ﷺ) said to the people of Makkah (to worship Allah alone):

قولوا: لا إله إلا الله
أجعل الآلِهة إلَهًا واحدًا؟
سنن الترمذي
“They said: ‘There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah. Has he made our gods into one deity?’”

And it is He who created the creation for this purpose. Thus, He, the Most High, said:

وَمَا خَلَقتُ الجِنَّ وَالإِنسَ إِلَّا لِيَعبُدُونِ (56)
مَا أُريدُ مِنهُم مِن رِّزقٍ وَمَا أُريدُ أَن يُطعِمُونِ (57)
إِنَّ اللهَ هُوَ الرَّزَّاقُ ذُو القُوَّةِ المَتِينُ
سورة الذاريات: 56–57
“And I (Allah) created not the jinn and humans except that they should worship Me (alone).
I seek not any provision from them (i.e., provision for themselves or for My creatures), nor do I ask that they should feed Me (i.e., feed themselves or My creatures).
Verily, Allah is the All-Provider, Owner of Power, the Most Strong.”
(Surah Adh-Dhariyat, verses 56–57)
Thus, the wisdom behind creating His creation—the jinn and mankind—is ordering them to worship Him: إِلَّا لِيَعبُدُونِ—“except that they worship Me [Allah] alone.” (Surah Adh-Dhariyat: 56)

And the benefit of that worship returns to them. For if they worship Allah alone—making Him One without rivals in worship with Him—they will escape the punishment of Allah, enter Paradise, and everything around them will be good in this life and in the Hereafter.

So the merit of worship does not benefit Allah, because Allah is independent of them and their worship. If all of them disbelieved, they would not decrease anything from His Kingship; and if they all obeyed Allah, that would not add anything to His Kingship.

Musa, ʿalayhi as-salām, said to the Children of Israel:

إن تَكفُرُوا أَنتُم وَمَن فِي الأَرضِ جَمِيعًا فَإِنَّ اللهَ لَغَنِيٌّ حَمِيدٌ
سورة إبراهيم: 8
“If you should disbelieve—you and whoever is on the earth entirely—indeed, Allah is Free of need and Praiseworthy.”
(Surah Ibrahim: verse 8)
Allah, the Exalted and Most High, said in a Hadith Qudsi:

يا عبادي لو أن أولكم وآخرَكم وإنسَكم وجنَّكم كانوا على أتقى قلبِ رجلٍ واحدٍ منكم ما زاد ذلك في مُلكي شيئًا
ولو أن أولَكم وآخرَكم وإنسَكم وجنَّكم كانوا على أفجر قلبِ رجلٍ واحدٍ منكم ما نقص ذلك من مُلكي شيئًا
“Oh My servants, if the first of you and the last of you, and the humans of you and the jinn of you, were all as pious as the most pious heart of any one man among you, that would not increase My Kingdom at all.
And if the first of you and the last of you, and the humans of you and the jinn of you, were all as wicked as the most wicked heart of any one man among you, that would not decrease My Kingdom at all...”
(Narrated by Muslim)
Surely Allah is independent of us and our worship. Rather, we are the ones in need of worshiping Him in order to come close to Him and connect with our Lord, the Most High. Worship is for us: to be aware of Him, and subsequently to obtain happiness in this life and the Hereafter.

And Allah, the Exalted and Most High, commands us to worship Him in order to benefit us and keep harm away from us. This is the wisdom of the command of worship—Glorified is He, the Most High.

The opposite of Tawheed is Shirk, which means to make rivals in worship with Allah, the Most High and Exalted.
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​Chapter 2. Shirk and the First People to Commit Shirk, and the Answers to the Grave Worshiper

[image: ]


Shirk (polytheism): It is to worship deities other than Allah—along with Allah—through any of these types of worship: sacrifice, vows, supplication, seeking aid, fear, awe/tranquility, hope, and the like.

Thus, if you perform any of the above-mentioned types of worship for others (besides Allah), or along with Allah, then this is shirk—because you gave Allah an associate in His Oneness of Worship.

And the first to embark upon shirk on the earth were the people of Nuh, due to their extreme admiration of their pious people.

The people were first upon Tawheed from the time of Adam until the time of the people of Nuh. Indeed, they were upon Tawheed. There were righteous and pious men and scholars among the people of Nuh. The worshipers had an extreme and profound love for them. Unfortunately, these pious men died in one year, which saddened their people. At that moment, Shaytan came to them and advised them to fashion images of them and erect them in the place where they gathered—so that seeing them would remind them of the worship of Allah.

Shaytan came to them by way of advice and promotion of good, and they did not consider the consequences. They were not clever enough to see the plot of their enemy, so they obeyed Shaytan.

So it is clear that there appeared to be “good” in raising these images, because it was presented as something that would support their worship of Allah. After all, shirk did not begin immediately by raising these images, since scholars were among them. Thus, Shaytan would not dare to tell them directly to worship these pious men by raising images of them, because the people of knowledge would have prohibited that.

Time passed. The scholars among the people of Nuh died, and no one knowledgeable remained. Knowledge disappeared, and none remained except the ignorant. At that moment Shaytan came to them and told them that their fathers raised these images only to worship them—and that worshiping them brings rain.

Hence, due to their ignorance and the fact that there were no scholars to refute this doubt, the words of Shaytan were accepted. Thus, this act was the first attack on Tawheed (Islamic Monotheism). Therefore, instead of Allah, they worshiped these men in the form of idols.

So Allah sent Nuh—peace and blessings be upon him—to call them to the Oneness of Allah in worship (making Him One in worship), to stop worshiping these idols, and to restore them to the purpose for which they were created. From the mercy of Allah, the Exalted and Most High, toward His slaves is that He did not leave them to their enemy; rather, He sent to them a warner to expose and weaken the doubts that promoted shirk among them.

This is from the mercy of Allah for His slaves: that He sends Messengers and His Books to clarify and explain the correct path that leads to Him, the Exalted
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