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			Dedication

			
		
    The book of Joshua narrates the entry of Israel into the Promised Land and the divine judgment on the idolatrous nations. It represents the closing of the redemptive narrative initiated with the liberation of God's people from slavery in Egypt. Thus, God's loyalty to his covenants and his holiness expressed in the punishment of sinners is evidenced. The book of Joshua exemplifies the history of salvation that finds its final consummation in Christ. 
Hebrews 12:1. And let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
The Lord does not want his people's hands to hang down and their knees to weaken, so in this passage, as in many others, he administers kind remedies. Among the others, he asks us to consider his own beloved Son. Shall we faint under our little afflictions when he bore his heavy burdens so well? Come, be strengthened, my feeble heart. 
"His path was much rougher and darker than thine; Did Christ, thy Lord, suffer, and thou mournest?" 
— Charles Spurgeon
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In the book of Genesis, Israel was born. In the book of Exodus, Israel was chosen. In the book of Numbers, the nation was tested. In the book of Leviticus, the Israelites were able to approach God through blood. And in the book of Deuteronomy, the nation was instructed.

The book of Joshua completes the redemption that began in Exodus. The book of Exodus is the book of the redemption of the Israelites from Egypt. The book of Joshua, on the other hand, is the book of the redemption of the Israelites to the Promised Land.

The key word in the book of Joshua is possession. God had given the land to the Israelites in an unconditional covenant. To Abraham, he said, in Genesis 17:8: I will give to you and to your descendants after you the land in which you dwell, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting inheritance; and I will be their God. However, Israel's possession of the land would be conditional. There would be conflict, and there would be conquest. They would have to fight battles and appropriate their possessions. And, as Joshua himself would remind them in his final message, before his death, their obedience to God's word would determine their continued possession of the land.

Today we begin our study of the book of Joshua. As its name indicates, this book was written by Joshua, Moses' successor, as we find it in chapter 24 of this book, verse 26, which says: ". . . and Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God". The Talmud says that Joshua wrote all of this book, except the last five verses. And that those verses were written by Phinehas, son of Eleazar the priest.

Joshua was a great general. He was born a slave in Egypt and was 40 years old at the time of the Exodus. We have already seen that Joshua occupied an outstanding place at that time. He was with Moses when he went up the mountain of God, as we saw in Exodus chapter 24, verse 13. And he was with Moses in the Tabernacle, when the Lord appeared to him, in Exodus chapter 33, verse 11.

Now let's look at this comparison. Joshua was 80 years old when he received his commission as Moses' successor. Moses was 80 years old when he led the exodus from Egypt. Joshua was 80 years old when he led the Israelites into the Promised Land. He died when he was 110 years old. He had gained prominence during the journey through the wilderness. When the people were attacked by the army of Amalek, it was Joshua who organized the men into an army that fought against Amalek. In addition Joshua worked as Moses' servant. References to him in the latter sense reveal his loyalty to Moses and his devotion to God. At Kadesh Barnea he was one of the 12 men who went to spy out the land of Canaan. And he was one of the 2 spies who returned with a favorable report, revealing their absolute confidence that God would deliver that land to them.

The name Joshua means "The Lord saves". The same word, in the New Testament, is Jesus. He was a courageous man, who proved to be entirely dependent on God. He had faith, leadership qualities, enthusiasm and faithfulness. He was a Christ figure, both in his person and in his work. Someone has said the following about Joshua: "He shows that a man of ordinary ability can become a leader in the Church. He did not receive his calling through some flaming letters written in heaven, but through an elder, who knew God and Joshua, who saw how God had equipped, prepared Joshua to be a leader."

Now, the key verse in this book of Joshua, we find it in chapter 1, verse 3 which says: "I have delivered to you, as I said to Moses, every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon".

The book of Joshua contains a very practical application for the believer of all times. The land of Canaan cannot be a figure of heaven. Heaven is a gift of God's grace. Heaven is not a place of conflict and conquest. For believers, the promised land represents rather the place to which Christians have been brought here in the world. The book of Joshua can really be compared to the book of Ephesians in the New Testament, in which we Christians have been redeemed, we are blessed "with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ," as the apostle Paul told us in his letter to the Ephesians, chapter 1, verse 3. Now, in our Christian life, the possession and experience of those blessings depends on conflict and conquest. Blessings are never achieved through the energy of our human, physical nature, but through the power of the Holy Spirit in the consecrated life of the believer. Thus, the book of Joshua is the model and as such, illustrates the method by which the believer can possess what God has granted him.

The book of Joshua is prophetic of Israel and typical for the Church. Israel received title to the land, as mentioned by the prophet Jeremiah in chapter 23 of his prophecy, verse 8, where we read: ". . . As the Lord lives, who brought up and brought the seed of the house of Israel out of the land of the north, and out of all the lands whither I had driven them; and they shall dwell in their own land." The prophet Ezekiel also refers to this in chapter 37 of his prophecy, verse 21. Conflict and conquest go together with the possession of the land.

In chapters 1 to 12, we have the entry into the land. In chapters 13 to 22, we will read about the division of the land and, finally, in chapters 23 and 24 we have Joshua's last message.
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The central theme of this chapter 1, comprises three aspects. First, the appointment of Joshua as Moses' successor. Second, God's promise to help Joshua. And third, Joshua's preparation of the people to cross the Jordan.

The great theme of this book is the possession of land. In this first chapter we will see the implications of this possession.

The book of Joshua should properly begin in Deuteronomy chapter 34, which told us about the death and burial of Moses. It is the belief of many scholars that this last chapter of the book of Deuteronomy was actually written by Joshua.

Here in Joshua chapter 1, God strengthened Joshua and initiated the nation into a new way of life. The wilderness journey was over. They were no longer nomads of the wilderness, but dwellers in the land. Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh had their possessions on the eastern side of the Jordan River.

Let us read verse 1 of this chapter 1 of Joshua, where we see that the Lord personally communicated to Joshua his mission and his command:

"And it came to pass after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' servant, saying:"

It is evident that there is a clear connection between this first verse and the end of the book of Deuteronomy, which reinforces the theory that Joshua the last chapter, the 24th, of Deuteronomy. Returning to this chapter 1 of Joshua, let us now read verse 2:

"My servant Moses is dead; now therefore arise and go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to the children of Israel."

Let us note that it says: "My servant Moses is dead". Moses was no longer an essential character to lead the Israelites to the promised land. In fact, Moses could not lead them into the land of promise. Moses represented the law, and the law cannot save us. The law is a revealer. It is not a Redeemer. It shows us that we are sinners. The law was never a Savior, and Moses was not allowed to lead Israel to the promised land, because of his error. The problem was not in the law but in Moses, just as the problem is in ourselves. The law reveals that we fall short of the glory of God. The Lord said here in this verse 2: "My servant Moses is dead". Only Joshua, that is Jesus our Savior, can lead us, at the present time, to the promised land of struggle, conquest and blessings.

This verse tells us that the land was given to Israel. It belonged to Israel unconditionally. God had promised it to Abraham and his descendants. And God reaffirmed His promise many times in the book of Genesis. In the book of Deuteronomy God made the Palestinian Covenant with Israel, which gave them the land as an eternal possession. Let us now read verse 3 of this chapter 1 of Joshua:

"I have delivered to you, as I said to Moses, every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon."

God had given them that land. The land was there. But they could only enjoy it, if they took possession of it. That part of the land on which they walked would belong to them. Comparatively speaking, we are told in Ephesians 1:3 that we are blessed "with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ." Unfortunately, very few Christians take possession of the spiritual blessings that belong to them.

Years ago, an Englishman moved to the United States. Shortly after his arrival he disappeared. One day, an uncle he had in England died and left him an inheritance of five million dollars. The police in London were looking for this man everywhere and the last address he had was in the city of Chicago. They thought he was a bum and expected to find him in an ordinary, third-rate hotel. They looked for him, but could never find him. One day, a long time later, they found him frozen to death in the doorway of a very poor hotel. He had not even five cents in his pocket. Yet he was heir to five million dollars. He simply had not taken possession of what was his. He never claimed what belonged to him.

God gave the Israelites the promised land, but they never possessed it in its entirety. The fact is that Israel possessed very little land. And many Christians today are like those Israelites in that they have been blessed with every spiritual blessing, yet they come to the end of their lives living in spiritual poverty, never having taken possession of those blessings. What a tragedy! In the book of Joshua, believers will be told how to take possession of what is ours. And since there will be conflict, we are commanded in chapter 6 of the Apostle Paul's letter to the Ephesians, to "put on the whole armor of God." We have a spiritual enemy fighting against us. It says in chapter 6 of the letter to the Ephesians, verse 12: "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against spiritual wicked forces from the heavenly realm, who have dominion and authority and dominion over this world full of darkness". Our enemy is a spiritual enemy.

There is a victory that must be won. To be victorious we must put on the whole armor of God, and then we will overcome through Jesus Christ. Through Him we will receive salvation, deliverance and the possession of spiritual blessings, just as Israel received them. Every victory the Israelites won was given to them by God. They never won a triumph on their own. If you and I ever gain victory, it will be because He will gain it for us. Turning now to Joshua chapter 1, let's read verse 4:

"From the wilderness and Lebanon to the great river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the great sea where the sun goes down, shall be your territory."

God gave Israel a large tract of land, but they only took possession of a small part of what God had given them. The same thing happens to believers today, in the face of what God has provided for them. Now, verse 5 says:

"No one shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not leave you, nor forsake you."

Joshua, being an ordinary man, needed to be encouraged. And God did exactly that. He promised not to leave Joshua alone. God promised to be with him just as He had been with Moses. Twice, in verses 6 and 7, of this chapter 1, God commanded him to be strong and courageous. God wanted Joshua to know that he would not be alone. Now, let's read verses 6 and 7:

"Be strong and of a good courage: for thou shalt divide unto this people for an inheritance the land which I sware unto their fathers to give unto them. Only be strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law which Moses my servant commanded thee; turn not aside from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest."

We see that, twice, God commanded him to make an effort and be brave. And in addition, he told him something of utmost importance. Verse 8 says:

"This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success."

The "book of the law" is mentioned for the first time in this verse. There was no written revelation before Moses. God communicated with Moses through His appearances. But Moses had faithfully recorded all that God had revealed to him, so the first five books of the Bible were available to Joshua and the Israelites. God had communicated to them everything they needed to know to enter that land. They were not to depart from those instructions of the written word. They were to meditate on them and follow them. Let us now consider the next aspect. God promised to help Joshua. Let's read verse 9 of this Joshua chapter 1:

"Behold, I command you to be strong and of good courage; do not fear or be dismayed, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go."

Joshua was to take the Word of God in one hand and a sword in the other. He was commanded to take action by faith. He was to strive and be brave. Like Israel, we must strive and be courageous as well. We must set out by faith, and by faith we must appropriate our spiritual possessions. Remember that we are in an enemy country, because it is controlled by a system that opposes God. We are pilgrims and strangers in this land. We need to take the Word of God with us on the journey of life.

Without the guidance of the Word of God, the journey through this life becomes a wandering, an aimless walk. And without the light of that Word, the human being lives in darkness, spiritually speaking. Today we have spoken of Joshua, and we have said that he was a figure of Christ. And all this history projects us to the future, to the times of the New Testament, to the person of Christ. We invite you to contemplate him as the Son of God, the Savior, the Lord, and to receive him by faith. We have seen a people who were delivered, saved, and prepared to enjoy God's blessings on this earth. You too can experience that liberation and enter a new stage, a new dimension, in which you will enjoy what God has prepared for you in this life and in the life to come.
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Today we continue studying chapter 1 of the book of Joshua. In the previous chapter we explained how Joshua prepared the people to cross the Jordan River. As a review, let's remember some details about the book of Joshua. The nation of Israel was the prominent nation in the Old Testament. It was born in Genesis. In the book of Exodus it was chosen. In Numbers it was tested. In the book of Leviticus it was accepted in the presence of God by blood. In the book of Deuteronomy it received instruction. And now, in the book of Joshua there is conflict and conquest. This is the book in which the believer takes possession of the great spiritual truths that are ours today; just as the epistle to the Ephesians in the New Testament expounds. Believers have been blessed with every spiritual blessing. And the pattern and method, along with the great spiritual lessons, are here for us.

Now, verse 10 of this chapter 1 of the book of Joshua says: ". . . and Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying," This verse shows us that Joshua fully assumed his responsibility at the head of the army. We do not believe that he took charge of the army with presumption, but rather with confidence. It says here, "And Joshua commanded the officers." Now, he did it because God commanded him to do it. Do you remember that God had promised Moses that He would be with him? When Moses returned to Egypt after spending years in Midian, when he saw the mission he was about to accomplish, he was afraid. But God told him in Exodus 4, verse 12: ". . . Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt speak". This was God's method. When God also called Jeremiah in a difficult time, in chapter 1 of the prophecy of Jeremiah, verse 19 we read that the Lord said to him: ". . . and they shall fight against thee, but they shall not prevail against thee: for I am with thee, saith the Lord, to deliver thee". Trust in God and courage before men are the virtues that characterized Joshua. We need the kind of conviction and courage, which is spoken of in the letter to the Hebrews, chapter 13, verse 6, where we read: ".. . . so that we can confidently say: The Lord is my helper; I will not fear what man can do to me." The writer to the Hebrews was quoting here the words of David that appear in Psalm 118, verse 6. Now when David first uttered these words, he turned his mind and heart away from what was visible and concentrated on what was unseen, that is, on the invisible world, on the spiritual world. It means that he thought of the living and true God. He recognized the spiritual link between him and his Lord. And so he could say, "The Lord is my helper." David knew that the Lord could deliver him. And Joshua also trusted in God, knowing that the Lord could deliver him.

Israel was to enter the land God had given them. They were to take the land from the enemy and fight for possession of that territory. God had a program for Israel. In the same way, believers receive the possessions, that is, the spiritual blessings, that become ours when the victory is His.

Now Joshua believed God. God had encouraged him and commanded him to take action. God's Word was to be his authority. It was not to depart from his mouth. He was to meditate on it. He was to act in all things according to what was written therein. That is the formula of faith. Let's now read verse 11 of this Joshua chapter 1:

"Pass through the midst of the camp and command the people, saying, 'Prepare you food, for within three days you shall pass over the Jordan to go in to possess the land which the LORD your God is giving you to possess.'"

The promised land was owned unconditionally by Israel, but possession of the territory was conditional. Israel had to take the land. The key word in the book of Joshua as we have already said is not victory. It is God who wins the victory. The key word in this book is possession. Israel was to take possession of the land.

A little later when Israel entered the land, the manna, which during the wilderness journey descended from heaven, would cease and they would eat the produce of the land
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