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Dedication

For Issy, my dancing buddy!
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Ruby’s Story
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[image: Chapter 1: No More Exams]

The final exam was over.

Ruby’s very last GCSE exam.

She zoomed past the other students as they all came out of the school hall.

“Hey! No running!” a teacher yelled.

Ruby grinned and kept going. She burst into the playground and into the sunshine.

“Hey, Ruby-Roo!” someone shouted.

It was her best friend, Kam. His last exam was a few days ago, but he’d promised to meet Ruby when all her exams were finished too. They were going to get bubble tea and sit in the town square. Just to feel free. Free! No more schoolwork, no more nagging teachers. At least until the end of the summer.

Ruby waved to Kam. He was wearing his favourite cut-off denim shorts and a yellow crop top.

“Yay! Let’s go have some fun, Roo!” Kam yelled.

“Don’t call me that, Kam!” said Ruby. “Roo sounds like the name of a bunny on a kids’ TV show!”

“But it’s cute, like you!” said Kam. He grabbed Ruby and spun her around.

When he let go, Ruby looked back towards school. Her heart sank when she saw who was walking across the playground.

Her cousin Yasmin.

[image: ]

Yasmin’s glossy hair hung down her back like brown satin. Her boyfriend Max had his arm around her.

“Wow, he is so lush …” Kam sighed.

“What are you like?” Ruby laughed.

All Ruby wanted was to get away. Yasmin always made Ruby feel as if she was rubbish at everything.

Ruby wasn’t sure she’d even pass today’s exam. But whatever exam Yasmin had just finished she’d get top marks. Everything always went Yasmin’s way.

When she was with her perfect cousin, Ruby felt small and hopeless.

And Ruby could tell that Yasmin got a kick out of that. In fact, Yasmin was staring over at Ruby right now and sneering …






[image: Chapter 2: Too Many Surprises]

It was Granny’s surprise birthday party that weekend. On Sunday afternoon, Ruby was in her aunt and uncle’s garden, right at the back of a big crowd of people.

Granny stood under an arch of balloons with a big smile on her face while everyone sang “Happy Birthday”.

Yasmin was with Uncle Carlo. Ruby took a quick photo of Yasmin’s minidress. It was covered in shimmery blue sequins. Kam had to see this!
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OMG it’s our gran’s 65th birthday party, and Yasmin’s dressed for a Taylor Swift concert! Ruby messaged Kam.

A second later, her phone buzzed with Kam’s reply.

Can I borrow that dress for Pride next month? he wrote, with a bunch of laugh emojis.

The Pride parade was happening in the city, a short train ride away. Ruby was going with him. Kam hadn’t come out to his family yet, so the plan was that he’d wear his normal clothes to the station, then get changed in the train toilet.

“Thanks for this lovely surprise!” Ruby heard Granny call out, and everyone clapped.

“Hold it, folks!” Uncle Carlo shouted. “Sorry to hijack the party, but I’ve got another surprise – for my wonderful daughter!”

Everyone turned to look at Yasmin.

Uncle Carlo went on talking. “My darling, your mum and I are SO proud of you for working so hard for your exams!” said Uncle Carlo. “It’s A-levels next, then you’ll be off to university. Once you’re a doctor, you’ll be looking after us all!”

Granny’s friends laughed, but Ruby felt sick. Sick of being the second-best cousin. Gutted that her own dad wasn’t here. She’d never get to hear him make a speech like this …

“Dad! Stop it!” Yasmin acted shy. Ruby knew it was fake. Her cousin loved all the attention.

“So here’s a ‘well done’ present, darling,” Uncle Carlo carried on. “It will help you get to your summer job …”

Yasmin was going to tutor kids in Maths. Ruby’s holiday job was working in a bakery.

There were oohs and ahhs from the crowd. Yasmin’s boyfriend Max came round the side of the house pushing a brand-new bike. It had a big red bow on the handlebars.

He stopped near Ruby.

“Get on it, Yasmin!” said Uncle Carlo. “Give it a spin round the garden!”

Yasmin shook her head and didn’t move. Uncle Carlo carried on making a big fuss of her. Auntie Jill joined in. While that was going on, Ruby looked at Max.

“Nice bike,” she said.

[image: ]

She’d never talked to him before. They’d never been in the same classes. He was even more cute close up. Kam would be jealous!

“It’s the same make as my bike,” said Max. “So it was my idea.”

Ruby knew that her aunt and uncle really liked Yasmin’s boyfriend. Auntie Jill was always going on about how great Max was. She’d told Ruby and her mum how Max wanted to be a sports coach. He and Yasmin planned to go to the same university.

Ruby wished she knew what her plans for the future were too …

And then all of a sudden she heard someone shout.

She and Max turned – and saw Yasmin slump to the ground.
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“Yasmin!” yelled Max. He shoved the bike at Ruby and ran to his girlfriend.

Ruby stared, then she remembered something.

This wasn’t the first time Yasmin had fainted. It had happened plenty of times before. Like when they were little and Ruby got picked for the solo in their ballet show. And again when Ruby came first in the diving competition at the local pool.

Ruby wondered what had made Yasmin faint just now.

Hold on …

Had Yasmin spotted Ruby talking to Max?

Was she jealous?

Was this what the drama was about?






[image: Chapter 3: Bumping into Max]

The lido was crazy busy.

Small children were splashing and screeching in the pool.

“Why did I let you drag me here, Roo?” said Kam.

“Cos you want to get fit,” Ruby reminded him. “And you hate the gym.”

Kam didn’t go to the gym cos his brother Alek worked there. Alek had muscles on his muscles. Kam’s dad and Alek loved teasing Kam about how skinny he was.

“Come on then …” Kam muttered.

But as soon as they both slipped into the water, Kam cheered up.

“Hey, isn’t that Max?” he said, pointing at the far end of the pool.

“Oh, yeah!” said Ruby. Max had a T-shirt with LIFEGUARD on the front.

“Did you know he worked here, Roo?” Kam asked.

“No!” said Ruby. “Yasmin and me don’t exactly talk much, do we?”

Kam grinned and said, “Well, let’s show off our swimming skills then!”

*

Two hours later, the pool was emptying. Families were leaving with tired kids. Kam had left too. He’d got bored and he wanted to get to the shops before they shut. He still hadn’t chosen what to wear for Pride next week.

Ruby stayed. She’d been working in the hot bakery all morning and it was bliss to be in the cool water.

She swam up to the edge of the pool and saw Max looking down at her.

“You’re a pretty good swimmer, Roo!” he said.

“I used to be in the swim team when I was younger,” Ruby replied. She pushed her wet hair off her face.

“Yeah?” said Max. “Why didn’t you keep it up?”

“My mum couldn’t afford all the trips to the swim meets,” Ruby explained. “Not after my dad …”

She stopped. The word was too hard to say.

“Sorry, Roo, I didn’t mean to upset you!” Max said quickly.

“It’s OK,” said Ruby. “I just don’t like to talk about it.”

Max nodded. He looked as if he was about to leave. She didn’t want him to.

“How’s Yasmin getting on with her bike?” Ruby asked.

Max rolled his eyes. “Turns out it’s broken. It’s got to get fixed.”

“But it’s brand new!” said Ruby. “Still … Yasmin’s never been into sporty stuff.”

[image: ]

Max grinned. “No, she isn’t. But I’ll get her into it. What about you, Roo? Do you like sports?”

“I watch a lot on TV,” said Ruby. “But hey, Max … can you call me Ruby? I don’t really like Roo.”

“Sure!” he said. “But how come everyone calls you that?”

“Well, when I started secondary school, I said my name was Ruby,” she began. “But then Yasmin told everyone to call me Roo. It stuck after that.”

“That sucks!” said Max.

Ruby nodded.

“You and Yasmin don’t really get on, do you?” said Max.

“We’re just different, I suppose,” Ruby said. She couldn’t tell Max how Yasmin made her
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