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    For all the kids who wish they knew what other people were thinking.
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ISAAC FLOPPED ONTO the living room couch after school on Thursday, dropping his backpack on the floor with a thud. Sam and Jamie followed him, sinking into the comfy cushions.

“Man, I’m wiped after that maths test,” Jamie said. “My brain feels like mush.”

“Same here,” Sam agreed. “I need a break from schoolwork.”

“Me too,” Isaac sighed, then an idea popped into his head. “Hey, what if we work on that business idea? I need to buy new pants before Mum notices.” Isaac’s messy, paint-stained pants were hidden under his bed. He’d tried to clean them at Jamie’s place last weekend, but using weird chemicals from Jamie’s dad’s shed made them even worse, spreading the stain further and making them smell funny.

His friends’ faces lit up. “Definitely!” Jamie said. “What should we do?”

Isaac shrugged. “No idea. I’m open to anything.”

Sam thought for a moment. “We’re too young for regular jobs, but we could do odd jobs around the neighbourhood.”

“Like a kid version of Hire a Hubby!” Jamie said, snapping his fingers. “We could call it Hire a Grandkid.”

Isaac grinned. “That’s perfect! We could mow lawns, walk dogs, run errands...”

“Ooh, and clean houses, water gardens, and weed!” Sam added, pulling out a notebook from her backpack and starting a list.

“We can make flyers to advertise our services,” Isaac said.

Jamie was excited. “I can design them on my computer tonight. We just need a name, a phone number, and a list of what we can do.”

“I like Hire a Grandkid,” Sam said.

“Put your number down, Sam,” Isaac suggested. “You’re the only one with a phone. You can answer calls and assign jobs.”

“Good idea,” she agreed, finishing the list.

Isaac imagined their plan in action. “This could really work! If we charge fair prices and do a good job, I’ll have new pants in no time.”

Just then, his mum called from the other room, “Isaac? I’m starting a load of laundry. Bring me your dirty clothes. I think I saw some under your bed.”

Isaac froze and exchanged worried looks with his friends. “Uhh, just a sec, Mum!”

He dashed to his room, shoving the pants even further under the bed, all the way to the wall where he’d hidden the Power Fusion game. The bright blue and red cards seemed to call out to him.

No. Not today. Winning superpowers was fun, but it always caused chaos. If he hadn’t played that game, his pants wouldn’t be ruined. He kicked the pants again and buried the game. Out of sight, out of mind. He grabbed his pyjamas from under his pillow and took them to the laundry instead.

“I wish you’d remember to put your dirty clothes in the laundry basket,” Isaac’s mum sighed as she took the clothes from him.

“Whew, that was close,” Jamie whispered when Isaac returned.

“No kidding,” Isaac muttered.

Sam gave him a sympathetic smile. “We’ll help you get money for new pants.”

“Fingers crossed,” Isaac sighed. “I’m living on borrowed time before she finds out.”

They spent the next half hour  splitting up the work and finishing the flyers. Isaac sketched a design on scrap paper. Jamie would recreate it on his computer that night. Sam planned to print copies at the library tomorrow after school.

Soon, they’d be in business!
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ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON, Isaac rode his bike to Sam’s house. Jamie pulled into the driveway right behind him.

“Ready to make some money?” Jamie asked, bouncing with excitement.

Isaac grinned. “Absolutely!”

Sam met the boys at the front door, carrying a stack of fresh flyers still warm from the printer. She put the flyers in the basket of her bike and the three of them ventured into the local neighbourhood, knocking on doors and introducing themselves to unsure adults. Most were hesitant to hire kids at first, but with friendly smiles and determination, they started landing jobs.

By dinner, they’d handed out all their flyers and booked two jobs for the weekend. Mowing the lawn for Sam’s next-door neighbour and washing two cars for a family down the street from Jamie.

“Not bad for our first day,” Sam said, jotting down their earnings in her notebook.

Isaac nodded proudly. “This was a brilliant plan. We make a good team.” He could see his first real paycheck coming soon.

On Saturday morning, Isaac packed work gloves and lunch into his backpack. He slathered sunscreen on his face, arms, and ears, remembering the back of his neck too.

“Be back this afternoon!” he called to his mum.

He met Sam and Jamie at Sam’s house, parked his bike next to Jamie’s, and the three of them walked next door to their first job. The sight of the shaggy grass made Isaac pause. This wouldn’t be a quick job, but he didn’t have to do it on his own.

Sam mapped out a mowing pattern while Jamie fueled up the mower. Soon, they were moving in rows, the blades whirring as they tackled the jungle of grass. They took turns pushing the noisy mower across the lawn, handing it off like a relay baton.

After an hour, they took a break to wipe the sweat from their brows and drink water.

“Phew... this sun is harsh,” Jamie said, her cheeks flushed.

“Tell me about it,” Isaac replied, panting. “Who knew mowing could be this tough?”

By the time they finished, the lawn looked neat and tidy. The owner nodded in approval and handed them their payment.

Wiping grass off their shoes, the satisfied trio jumped on their bikes and headed to Jamie’s place. They unloaded sandwiches, fruit, and big bottles of water, setting up a picnic under a shady tree in Jamie’s backyard.

“What are you guys planning to do with your money?” Isaac asked.

“I’ve been looking at a micro-investing app,” Sam said. “It’s for kids and a great way to save for the future.”

“Boring,” Jamie said.

“You won’t think it’s boring when I buy a car!”

“Maybe, but I’ll definitely enjoy buying the biggest cola bottle ever and a huge packet of Mentos to create a fountain that shoots as high as the roof. That’s what I’m doing tomorrow afternoon!”

“What a waste. Why
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