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For the Church:


May we encourage one another every day, while it is still called “Today,” so that none of us will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.
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Prologue


The earliest Christian document outside of the New Testament is almost certainly  The Didache, also known as The Lord’s Teaching Through the Twelve Apostles to the Nations. In the last chapter, the reader is given incredible insight into the eschatological beliefs of the first century Church. Unlike many today, the earliest Christians did not hold the belief that it doesn’t matter what one believes as long as one believes Jesus is coming back. They taught that knowing and watching for the events surrounding the Lord’s return could play a crucial role in determining one’s eternal destiny. As you read this excerpt from The Didache, note the author’s multiple references to the teachings of Jesus and the Apostles. 
"Watch over your life. Do not let your lamps burn out, nor your waist be ungirded, but be ready, for you do not know when our Lord is coming. And gather together frequently, seeking what is necessary for your souls, for all your years of faith will count for nothing unless you are perfected in the last days. In the last days, false prophets and corrupters will multiply, and the sheep will turn into wolves, and love will be turned into hate. As lawlessness increases, men will hate and persecute and betray one another. And then the Deceiver of the world will appear as a son of God, and will do signs and wonders, and the earth will be delivered into his hands. He will commit abominations which have never been seen since the world began. Then all mankind will come to the fire of testing, and many will fail and perish.”1
The sheep will turn into wolves, and the Deceiver of the world will commit abominations which have never been seen since the world began. The conjoined ideas of an eschatological apostasy and abomination recall Jesus’ Olivet Discourse in Matthew 24:10, 15-16. “At that time many will fall away and will betray one another and hate one another. … Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains.” 
Paul also links the two ideas apostasy and abomination in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 as he tells his readers that these signs will precede the Parousia, or Second Coming of Christ. “We request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, that you not be quickly shaken. … Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.” Both Paul and the author of the Didache seem to be to be getting their information from Jesus’ Olivet Discourse in Matthew 24, which in turn is leaning on the book of Daniel. 
Remember, the Didache also states that, “the Deceiver of the world will appear as a son of God, and will do signs and wonders, and the earth will be delivered into his hands.” That statement is also similar to Jesus’ words in Matthew 24:4-5, 24, “See to it that no one misleads you. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many. … For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.” The Antichrist (which can be translated as ‘in place of Christ’) appears to deceive the world by having a ministry similar to Jesus’; however, he operates with malice and deceit. This brings to mind Isaiah 14:14 where Lucifer says in his heart, “I will make myself like the Most High.” 
The biblical writers call both Jesus (John 2:19-21) and His followers (1 Corinthians 3:16) God’s temple. If the devil seeks to make himself like Jesus, will the Antichrist serve as a temple of Satan, convince a mass of genuine Christians to forsake the Lord and in some way become his temples too? Will a rebuilt third temple that is called the temple of God serve as a distraction for a far more sinister abomination of desolation? Are the coming apostasy and abomination of desolation events when the sheep turn into wolves, as stated in the Didache? I believe the answer to all of these questions is ‘yes’, though I would love to be proven wrong in the end.
In the chapters that follow, we will trace through the Scriptures the ideas of abominations in God’s temple and apostasy from the Lord. We will also see how the early Church looked at these ideas. Finally, we will discuss what I believe Paul had in mind in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4. By doing so, I believe we can better understand and prepare for what is soon to come upon the world. Will you join me?


1.  The Didache, 16, https://legacyicons.com/content/didache.pdf




Chapter one
God’s Original Earthly Tabernacle


The Tabernacle of Eden
The ideas of abominations in God’s temple and apostasy from the Lord can be seen from the earliest passages of Scripture, but in order for apostasy and abominations to occur, things must begin in wholeness and purity. Beginning on the sixth day of creation, God dwelt with mankind in a land He called Eden. Within this paradise there was a garden, which is where the Lord placed Adam and Eve and walked with them. In the midst of the garden, the Lord planted the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Excluding the rest of the earth, we can view Eden like this: three concentric circles drawing humanity into increasing levels of intimacy with the Lord God. 

[image: image-placeholder]

In Genesis 1:28, the Lord God told His image-bearers to, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” Though the earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it (Psalm 24:1), the original couple was called to steward the earth as its functional king and queen. Additionally, Genesis 2:15 tells us that God gave Adam the command to cultivate and keep the garden. The words ‘cultivate’1 (abad) and ‘keep’2 (shamar) are also paired when the Lord instructs Moses concerning the duties of the Levitical priests in the tabernacle (Numbers 3:6-8). 
Was Eden to be considered as the Lord’s original earthly tabernacle? Gordon Wenham writes, “The garden of Eden is not viewed by the author of Genesis simply as a piece of Mesopotamian farmland, but as an archetypal sanctuary, that is a place where God dwells and where man should worship Him. Many of the features of the garden may also be found in … the tabernacle or Jerusalem temple. These parallels suggest that the garden itself is understood as a sort of sanctuary.”3 
If the garden in Eden was an earthly tabernacle, was Adam essentially a kingly priest of the place where heaven met earth? G. K. Beale believes so. “The writer of Genesis 2 was portraying Adam against the later portrait of Israel’s priests, and that he was the archetypal priest who served in and guarded (or ‘took care of’) God’s first temple. While it is likely that a large part of Adam’s task was to ‘cultivate’ and be a gardener as well as ‘guarding’ the garden, that all of his activities are to be understood primarily as priestly activity is suggested not only from the exclusive use of the two words in contexts of worship elsewhere but also because the garden was a sanctuary.”4 
As Beale notes, ‘to keep’ (shamar) carries the idea of watching over or guarding something. Why would the Lord tell Adam to act as a priestly watchman over the garden in Eden, the place where he and Eve communed with Him? The answer follows in Genesis 3, when we are introduced to mankind’s first adversary. In the midst of the garden, the serpent, whom Revelation 12:9 identifies as the devil and Satan, approaches Eve and deceitfully convinces her to rebel against the Lord. 
Within the words of the devil, we see what motivates the couple’s treasonous actions: a question concerning God’s true character and a desire to achieve their own divine status. In Genesis 3:5, Satan tells Eve concerning the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, from which the Lord had commanded them not to eat, “God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” First, the serpent challenges God’s goodness, and in doing so paints himself as the couple’s true benevolent benefactor. Next, he promises that they can become gods like the Most High, a role the adversary actually sought for himself.
Isaiah 14:4, 12-15 describes the envy which propelled the serpent into apostasy by comparing him to the king of Babylon. “Take up this taunt against the king of Babylon. … How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations! But you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north. I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’ Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, to the recesses of the pit.” 
Ezekiel 28:12-17 is even more descriptive of the devil’s downfall, and similarly to the passage in Isaiah, the prophet uses the king of Tyre as a type of Satan. “You had the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God. … You were the anointed cherub who covers, and I placed you there. You were on the holy mountain of God; you walked in the midst of the stones of fire. You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created until unrighteousness was found in you. By the abundance of your trade you were internally filled with violence, and you sinned; therefore I have cast you as profane from the mountain of God. And I have destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor. I cast you to the ground.”
The Lord cast the anointed, but now corrupt, cherub from Eden. The early Christian, Lactantius, writes between A.D. 304-313 about the corruption of the devil, “He (God) made another being, in whom the disposition of the divine origin did not remain. Therefore he was infected with his own envy as with poison, and passed from good to evil; and at his own will, which had been given to him by God unfettered, he acquired for himself a contrary name. From which it appears that the source of all evils is envy. For he envied his predecessor, who through his steadfastness is acceptable and dear to God the Father. This being, who from good became evil by his own act, is called by the Greeks diabolus.”5
Though there are differing opinions as to the timing of Satan’s rebellion, the manner of his apostasy is unambiguous. He fell in a manner similar to Adam and Eve. In the midst of God’s original earthly tabernacle, they all envied the position which is rightfully the Lord’s and they all treasonously rebelled against Him, forsaking their original place of standing. The trio’s actions are the original type of the coming abomination of desolation and accompanying apostasy. 
Ray Vander Laan defines the word ‘abomination’ as, “Anything associated with the worship of other gods, or any behavior that distorted the standard of living God intended for humans.”6 Comparing the first two of the 10 Commandments with Deuteronomy 13:12-15, we can see just how seriously the Lord takes misplaced worship. The Lord commands the Hebrews in Exodus 20:2-6, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.”
Then in Deuteronomy 13:12-15, “If you hear in one of your cities, which the Lord your God is giving you to live in, anyone saying that some worthless men have gone out from among you and have seduced the inhabitants of their city, saying, ‘Let us go and serve other gods’ (whom you have not known), then you shall investigate and search out and inquire thoroughly. If it is true and the matter established that this abomination has been done among you, you shall surely strike the inhabitants of that city with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying it and all that is in it and its cattle with the edge of the sword.” 
Idolatry, whether through the posture of our hearts or the actual setting up of an image, is abominable to God. In the Lord’s garden sanctuary, the Serpent rebelled against the Lord, seeking worship for himself. Adam and Eve also apostatized in their abominable and idolatrous quest of achieving godhood through obeying the Serpent’s voice. The couple’s actions cost them dearly. Far worse than the curses delivered by the Lord to Adam and Eve was the loss of His presence. Genesis 3:23-24 records, “The Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from which he was taken. So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life.” Idolatry leads to being exiled from the presence of the Lord. 
A Post-Eden Tabernacle
Though the first couple was exiled east of Eden, our merciful Maker had not abandoned humanity. Thousands of years later, the Hebrew race found themselves enslaved in the land of Egypt. Yet, the Lord graciously sent his servant, Moses, to the sons of Israel. In Exodus 6:6-8 the Lord said, “I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession; I am the Lord.”
After pouring out the 10 plagues on the kingdom of Egypt and miraculously delivering His chosen people through the Red Sea, the Lord God brought the sons of Israel to Mt. Sinai to enter into a covenant with them. With the people camped around the mountain, the Lord called Moses to say to them, “You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings, and brought you to Myself. Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation (Exodus 19:4-6).” What an incredible opportunity the Israelites were given to experience intimacy with the Lord of heaven and earth!
The Lord God invited His elect people into covenantal relationship where they could be a kingdom of priests similar to the original earthly kingly priest, Adam. Then in Exodus 25, God began giving Moses instructions as to how to construct a portable tabernacle, that the Lord might dwell in their midst. There was an outer court, the holy place and the most holy place, also known as the Holy of Holies, where the ark of the testimony would rest (Exodus 25:8-16, 27:9-21; Hebrews 9:1-5). Though the tabernacle was rectangular in shape, it was laid out in a design similar to Eden.
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In addition to the layout, there were several aspects of the tabernacle that would draw one’s mind back to Eden. When the Lord God drove the first couple eastward out of Eden, Genesis 3:24 tells us, “He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life.” Concerning the cherubim guarding the ark of the covenant in the tabernacle, Wenham writes, “That the entrance of the garden was guarded by kerubim is another indication that it is viewed as sanctuary, for kerubim, Akkadian kuribu, were the traditional guardians of holy places in the ancient Near East. … Two others on top of the ark formed the throne of God in the inner sanctuary (Exodus 25:18-22) and pictures of kerubim decorated the curtains of the tabernacle (Exodus 26:31).”7 
K. L. Sparks further elaborates on the ark, “Placed within the most holy place of the tabernacle, it represented the throne of Yahweh. … The primary distinction of the tabernacle in comparison with other ancient shrines was that its cela contained God’s ‘throne’ (the ark) but no divine statue. This reflected Israel’s strong aniconic tradition, so vividly expressed in the Decalogue: ‘You shall not make for yourself a graven image’ (Exodus 20:4; Deuteronomy 5:8).”8 Although the ark represented God’s imminent ruling presence in creation among His people, He transcends creation. The elements of the tabernacle were just shadows of the true substance. As the Lord declares in Isaiah 66:1, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool. Where then is a house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest?’”
Wenham identifies another link between the garden in Eden and the tabernacle, “The third feature that suggests the garden should be viewed as an archetypal sanctuary is the tree of life, whose fruit gives eternal life. … The tabernacle menorah was a stylized tree of life.”9 Beale expands on this thought, “Early Jewish commentators also compared either the tree of life with Israel’s temple or Eden with the later lampstand. The early Jewish book of 1 Enoch says the tree of life would be transplanted from Eden, which was on a ‘high mountain’, to the ‘Holy Place beside the temple of the Lord’ in Jerusalem (1 Enoch 24-25), implying that the tree’s former location in Eden was also a sanctuary.”10 
The combination of encountering both tree of life and cherubim imagery would certainly produce in the viewer a numinous experience. Describing such, Donald Gowan notes that there are always two aspects of a person’s encounter with God: fear and attraction. The numinous experience usually involves terror because it is dangerous; however, this experience draws one close because it involves discovery of the nature of God, and God is good.11 C. S. Lewis communicated the same thought in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe when speaking of Aslan, “He isn't safe. But he's good.”12
Thus, just as was the case in the garden, the priests of the tabernacle were charged with being watchmen over this sacred space, for it is precisely the Lord God’s goodness that causes Him to detest and judge sin. We read in Numbers 3:6-8, “Bring the tribe of Levi near and set them before Aaron the priest, that they may serve him. They shall perform (shamar) the duties for him and for the whole congregation before the tent of meeting, to do (abad) the service of the tabernacle. They shall also keep (shamar) all the furnishings of the tent of meeting, along with the duties of the sons of Israel, to do (abad) the service of the tabernacle.” Again, the words ‘cultivate’13 (abad) and ‘keep’14 (shamar) are also paired when the Lord God instructs Moses of the duties of the Levitical priests in the tabernacle.
An Abominable Feast to the Lord
Surely the newly chosen and delivered people of God would have learned from Adam and Eve’s mistakes. But no. Unfortunately, it did not take long for abominable idolatrous activity to develop in the camp. At the base of the Lord God’s holy mountain, while Moses received instructions from the Lord concerning the construction of the tabernacle, the people began to grow restless. Exodus 32:1 records, “Now when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people assembled about Aaron and said to him, 'Come, make us a god who will go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’” 
Aaron took up a collection of gold from the people, melted it and formed a golden calf. He then told the people, “This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt. … Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lord (Exodus 32:4-5).” It’s an interesting move, to say the least: celebrating your deliverance by the merciful arm of Lord God by breaking the second commandment. Not surprisingly, Aaron’s dereliction of duty brought about disastrous and swift judgment.
The Lord God told Moses in Exodus 32:7-10, “Go down at once, for your people, whom you brought up from the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. They have quickly turned aside from the way which I commanded them. They have made for themselves a molten calf, and have worshiped it and have sacrificed to it and said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt!’ … I have seen this people, and behold, they are an obstinate people. Now then let Me alone, that My anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them.” The destruction brought about by the people’s abominable act was not merely physical, for the Lord then told Moses in verse 33, “Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book.” Thus, Aaron’s failure to keep watch and guard sacred space caused irreparable damage for many in the congregation of Israel. 
Surprisingly, the people as a whole still did not learn from these tragic events. A short time after departing from Sinai, the people arrived in the wilderness of Paran. There, the Lord blessed the Israelites with an opportunity to enter the Promised Land. However, when the people saw the Anakim, the descendants of the Nephilim, they began to grumble against Moses and Aaron. 
In an almost unbelievable display of disdain for the Lord God who had brought them out of slavery, the whole congregation of Israelites cried out, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness! Why is the Lord bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become plunder; would it not be better for us to return to Egypt? … Let us appoint a leader and return to Egypt (Numbers 14:2-4).” Moses and Aaron pleaded with the people to think rationally about their proposed apostasy, but the entire multitude responded by calling for them to be stoned. However, at that exact moment, “The glory of the Lord appeared in the tent of meeting to all the sons of Israel (Numbers 14:10).” 
Again, because the Lord God is good, He abhors and judges sin. He said to Moses and Aaron, “Say to them, ‘As I live, … just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will surely do to you; your corpses will fall in this wilderness, even all your numbered men, according to your complete number from twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against Me.’” They asked for death, so that’s what they received, a foreshadowing of future horrors to be discussed later in this book.
Unfortunately, the spiritual condition of God’s chosen people only worsened in the wilderness. The Lord spoke through His prophet in Amos 5:25-27, “Did you present Me with sacrifices and grain offerings in the wilderness for forty years, O house of Israel? You also carried along Sikkuth your king and Kiyyun, your images, the star of your gods which you made for yourselves. Therefore, I will make you go into exile beyond Damascus.” The Lord God says that His people carried the tabernacle of their king, Sikkuth, who is the detestable god, Molech.15 Kiyyun corresponds to Saturn.16 Both were abominable in His sight, to be sure, and eventually led to exile.
When reading these accounts, there is a temptation to say either in our hearts or out loud, “How foolish were those Israelites! If I were there, I would have been like Joshua and Caleb and remained faithful to the Lord.” Undoubtedly, the Apostle Paul has this mentality in mind when he addresses believers in Jesus at Corinth. Please read these words with humility of mind and a sober spirit.
“For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea; and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and all ate the same spiritual food; and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness. Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil things as they also craved. Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, ‘The people sat down to eat and drink, and stood up to play.’ Nor let us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day. Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents. Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall. No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry (1 Corinthians 10:1-14).”
Notice what the Apostle Paul said. Those things happened to the Israelites in the wilderness as an example for us. They were written down to warn and instruct us, who are living in the last days. Therefore, we should not be arrogant and think that we are beyond that end. We must flee from idolatry, and humbly cling to the Lord our God. History has a way of repeating itself, and we will see in the next chapter that those who fail to learn from the mistakes of our predecessors find themselves following in their footsteps. If you think the abominations and apostasies of Eden and the Exodus generation were detestable, wait until you read what occurred in Solomon’s temple. 
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Chapter two
Abominations, Apostasy, and Solomon’s Temple


God’s People Reject Him As King
As we discussed in the previous chapter, envy is an exceedingly destructive emotion, and one of the primary ways humanity has followed in the footsteps of the devil. After being in the Promised Land for hundreds of years, the Israelites began to grow restless again. This time, they cried out to the Lord’s new Prophet/Judge, Samuel, “Behold, you have grown old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint a king for us to judge us like all the nations (1 Samuel 8:4).” Their demand may seem benign or even logical on the surface, but God sees the heart behind all things. 
The Lord counseled an infuriated and dejected Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them. Like all the deeds which they have done since the day that I brought them up from Egypt even to this day—in that they have forsaken Me and served other gods—so they are doing to you also (1 Samuel 8:7-8).” In response to their asking for a king, God accused His people of rejecting and forsaking Him, as well as serving other gods. So, He gave them what they wanted, which the people would soon recognize as disastrous. Yet, it would be too late, for the Lord said, “Then you will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the Lord will not answer you in that day (1 Samuel 8:18).” 
Jeff Cook writes in his book, Seven, “Envy … is not only a rejection of the good that God has given to me; this is a desire to become someone I’m not, was never made to be, and will not enjoy becoming if my jealousy ever were to succeed. … Envy invites you and me to put on glasses that see the world as though God has not given us everything we need to be fully drenched in his redeeming, soul-restoring, son-and daughter-creating, joy-producing, exquisitely wonderful love. Envy is a deadly sin.”1 It wouldn’t take long for the Israelites to see the folly of their envious demand.
Though the people initially loved Saul, the first king, he quickly proved his inward disposition to be vastly different from his outward appearance. Graciously, the Lord soon had Samuel anoint a young shepherd named David as the heir apparent to the throne. God recognized David as a man after His own heart, and blessed him exceedingly. However, David also fell into significant sin, breaking the sixth through tenth commandments in a prolonged extramarital affair, which led to the premeditated killing of one of David’s friends. Therefore, even though David desired to build a permanent house or temple for the Lord in Jerusalem, God did not allow him to actualize that dream. 
At the end of his life, with all of the
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