
		
			[image: Cover for The Terribles #2: A Witch's Last Resort]
		

	
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: ]
						

					

					
						WHAT REAL HUMANS ARE SAYING ABOUT THE TERRIBLES!

						“A hypnotically ridiculous book! I’d love to be one of Vlad’s Maggots.”

						—Joaquin, age 9

						“I’ve read monster stories, but none were this original or this funny. I’ve read other funny, original stories, but none about a group of monsters.”

						—Harrison, age 10

						“I LOVED this book. Five out of five stars!”

						—Ellie, age 11

						“High-appeal characters presented with plenty of laughs.”

						—a grown-up (presumably) at Kirkus Reviews
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			The Terribles are terror-ific!

			READ ALL THE BOOKS IN THE SERIES!

			Welcome to Stubtoe Elementary

			A Witch's Last Resort
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				For Karina Elise and the rest of the coven.

				But mostly her on this one.
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			What Is This Place?

			Well, now you’ve gone and done it. You found out about an island way, way out in the middle of the fish-stinking ocean where (most of) the world’s monsters settled down a while back.

			They’re real, but they’re far, far away.[*1] Feel free to take that bit of information and repeat it to yourself a few times before bed to help you sleep better. Then, with a well-rested mind, you can focus on more important things, like organizing your sock drawer and cleaning out your closet.

			
				
					*1 Again, mostly.

				

			

			However, if you have a little bit of time, you can stick around and learn some more about Creep’s Cove.
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			That’s the name of the island, by the way. Creep’s Cove. Anyway, Creep’s Cove was founded by a group of assorted creatures, ghosts, aliens, weirdos, and human fringe scientists[*2] as a refuge for the monsters (and monster-adjacent people) of the world.

			
				
					*2 A fringe scientist (or pseudoscientist, etc.) is someone who studies and practices sciences that are not accepted by the mainstream. Examples include cryptozoology, ufology, astrology, and haunted baking.
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			On this island, the residents can roam freely, work, pay their taxes, clean their gutters, and just be themselves. No crossbow-bearing monster hunters. No screaming, pants-peed human kids. No wretched sunlight. Yep, Creep’s Cove is an honest-to-ghoulish, radioactive-ooze-dripping, volcanic-smog-drenched paradise.
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			There’s even a school for kids around your age and/or maturity level. It’s called Stubtoe Elementary, and it’s run by an endlessly tentacled entity named Ms. Verne. You’ll read about her along the way, but you’re probably most interested in getting to know the kids a little better. Here’s the Stubtoe Elementary yearbook. A book within a book? WOW! Have you ever loved reading something so much so fast in your entire life?
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					ALLIE

					Species:

					B’lith-CHUP

					Favorite subjects:

					Astronomy, weird math, dissection
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					BOBBY

					Species:

					Gelatinous glob

					Favorite subjects:

					Lunch, TV
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					EMMA

					Species:

					Former human-ish

					Favorite subjects:

					History, pickling
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					ERIK

					Species:

					Human-ish phantom

					Favorite subjects:

					Music, dead languages, art
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					FRANKIE

					Species:

					Human

					Favorite subjects:

					Experimental biology, meteorology, chemistry
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					GILLY

					Species:

					Swamp spawn

					Favorite subject:

					Ancient curses
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					GRIFF

					Species:

					(Invisible) human

					Favorite subjects:

					Reading, dance
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					LIZZIE

					Species:

					Kaiju, reptilian

					Favorite subject:

					Recess
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					LOBO

					Species:

					Werewolf

					Favorite subject:

					(shrug)
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					QUADE

					Species:

					Sasquatch

					Favorite subject:

					“Oh, I think they’re all really neat.”
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					VLAD

					Species:

					Vampire

					Favorite subjects:

					Drama, hypnotism
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			So let’s dive face-first into this collection of stories. Get comfy, make sure your lighting is nice and your posture is good, take a deep breath, and imagine yourself aboard a rickety wooden boat approaching the hazy shore of (dramatic pause) Creep’s Cove.
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			Elise’s Arrival

			The air smelled like salt and ash. Elise, a long-nosed, raven-haired, greenish-skinned girl, leaned against the rail of her mom’s creaking sailboat. Out on the horizon, a thick cloud of black smoke hovered over Creep’s Cove.

			Elise’s mom ran a seasonal[*1] resort on the island that was visited by witches and sorcerers from all over the world. Jagged Rocks Resort, Spa, and Portal to the Underworld was THE place to trade spells, work on your moontan, and relax on the beach with one of the resort’s famous extra-sticky, extra-stinging jellyfish smoothies.

			
				
					*1 Around the equinoxes (late March and late September)
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			This was Elise’s first trip to Creep’s Cove. She had spent previous equinoxes with her dad, a mushroom farmer and potion designer in Belgium. Now she was finally old enough to start learning the other family business. And she’d be attending Stubtoe Elementary to get to know people of different sorts than she was used to.
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			“What if they don’t like me?” asked Elise. “I don’t like it when people don’t like me. I don’t like it at ALL.”

			“What’s not to like?” replied Elise’s mom. “You’re my kid, and everyone likes me. I know you’ll make some friends. Just be your brave self. And remember—no matter what—you’re never alone.”

			“Right,” said Elise. “I have Kimburdly.” Elise pulled a bright yellow slug out of her cloak.

			“No, I wasn’t talking about Kimburdly.”

			“Ah…Keveen.” Elise lifted her hat and grabbed a striped orange slug. “I’ve always got Keveen.”

			Elise’s mom sighed. “No, not Keveen. You’re never alone because—”

			“Yes, I know,” said Elise. “Because Mosby and Leeeee are always with me.” Elise held out her arms, and two slugs, one purple and one bright white with red spots, slid out from her sleeves.

			“No, Elise,” her mom said. “You’re never alone because your coven[*2] is always with you. But that reminds me. I need you to promise me that you won’t turn any more kids into slugs. Give them a chance, okay?”

			
				
					*2 A coven is a close-knit group of witches or otherwise close-knit group of associates.
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			Creepoball

			Elise stood at the front of a classroom full of strangers. When she’d arrived at school, she was asked to choose between a few get-to-know-you options.

			
					
					Sing a song about yourself

				

					
					The Hot Seat

				

					
					None of your business

				

			

			Elise chose the Hot Seat, which meant everyone would ask her one question each.

			“Where do you live when you’re not here?” asked Lobo.

			“Belgium. In a forest.”

			“Are there other kids there?” asked Quade.

			“Yeah. Mostly witches. Some gnomes and trolls and stuff.”

			“What’s your favorite subject?” asked Frankie.

			“Spells. And recess.”

			“YEAH!” yelled Lizzie.

			“What’s your favorite spell?” asked Vlad. “I’m a bit of a conjurer myself.”

			“I like turning stuff into other stuff,” replied Elise.

			“What’s, I don’t know, cool where you’re from?” asked Griff.

			Elise looked around the room. “Who asked that?”

			Griff waved his pencil around in the air. “Back here. In the sunglasses.”

			“Oh,” said Elise. “Um…what’s cool? I guess…hats are cool? A bunch of kids got into making slime for a while.”

			Griff feverishly took notes.
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			“Begin.Transmission…,” said Allie. “What.Are.Your.Guts.Like?…End.Transmission.”

			Elise poked a finger at her stomach. “I guess they’re just normal people guts.”

			“What is the absolute saddest thing you’ve ever seen?” asked Erik.

			“That’s a really good question,” said Elise. “Seven or eight things come to mind. I’ll get back to you.”

			“Have you chosen a best friend here yet?” asked
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