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      In Yoruba tradition, Olodumare is both supreme and subtle. Olodumare stands at the heart of Yoruba cosmology as the source of all things and the destination to which everything returns. To speak of Olodumare is to talk about origin, authority, breath, and creative power. Yet Olodumare cannot be fully defined. The Supreme Being is not easy to describe. People come to know Olodumare through reverence, stories, prayers, and daily life.

      This book begins with a meeting, not a physical encounter, but an inward turning toward the One beyond all form who sustains everything.

      Who Is Olodumare?

      Olodumare is the Supreme Being in Yoruba cosmology. Traditionally, Olodumare is seen as the source of existence, the creator of the heavens and Earth, and the origin of life and destiny. All divine authority begins with Olodumare. The Orishas receive their power from Olodumare. People live because Olodumare gives breath.

      In Yoruba culture, people use praise names and sacred titles to describe Olodumare. Each name reveals a part of the divine character. Olodumare is called the Owner of the Sky, the King who never dies, and the Source whose wealth never runs out. These titles describe a being who is eternal, limitless, and pure.

      Olodumare is not distant or uncaring. As the Supreme Being, Olodumare maintains the moral and spiritual order of the universe. Destiny, the power known as ashe, also spelled àṣẹ, ase, or asé, the rhythm of natural law all come from this divine center. Nothing escapes Olodumare’s awareness.

      People do not approach Olodumare in the same way as the Orishas. There are no carved images of Olodumare, and no shrines attempt to contain the divine presence within walls. The Supreme Being exists beyond physical form. This is not a limitation, but a sign of transcendence.

      Central Yet Elusive

      In the Orisha tradition, the Orishas are lively, personal, and easy to reach. People pray to Ogun for strength, to Oshun for love and sweetness, and to Shango for justice and power. The Orishas are close to people. They are called upon in rituals, honored with offerings, and respond through divination and possession.

      Olodumare remains at the center but is not the focus of direct ritual. Some people misunderstand Yoruba spirituality for this reason. They see devotion to the Orishas and assume there is no supreme deity, but that is not the case. The Orishas act within a divine order, and their authority comes from Olodumare.

      Olodumare is central because nothing exists outside divine will. Every Orisha acts within the order set by the Supreme Being. Each person’s destiny unfolds within the framework Olodumare provides. Every breath reflects divine intention.

      Olodumare is also hard to grasp because the Supreme Being is not part of daily requests or transactional worship. In many Yoruba communities, people pray directly to Olodumare only during times of deep need or gratitude. These prayers are simple and sincere, without the need for large ceremonies. The relationship is viewed as direct and straightforward.

      This balance between central authority and sacred distance reveals an important part of Yoruba theology. It shows that the highest reality is not always the most visible. The deepest source does not need to be shown all the time.

      Divine Transcendence and Sacred Mystery

      To understand Olodumare is to accept mystery. The human mind cannot fully grasp the Supreme Being. Yoruba cosmology accepts this truth. Instead of forcing a definition, the tradition leaves room for reverence.

      Olodumare is both beyond and within creation. Beyond, because the divine essence is not limited by space, time, or material form. Within, because nothing exists outside divine sustaining power. This is not a contradiction; it is a sacred paradox.

      The Yoruba worldview does not reduce divinity to a single philosophical label. Olodumare can be described as transcendent, yet closely involved. Supreme, yet generous in sharing authority. Hidden, yet present in every act of justice, mercy, and order.

      Mystery does not weaken faith. It builds humility. It reminds people that knowledge has limits. The sacred cannot be controlled; it can only be honored. In Yoruba thought, reverence grows not from complete understanding, but from recognizing divine depth.

      This understanding keeps Olodumare from being reduced to an idol of human imagination. The Supreme Being remains vast, uncontainable, and eternal.

      Olodumare Across Time and Culture

      Yoruba cosmology has crossed oceans through the African diaspora. In places shaped by slavery and displacement, the memory of Olodumare endured. Even as names and languages changed, the idea of a supreme source remained.

      In traditions like Santería, Candomblé, and other Orisha-based religions in the Americas, the Supreme Being is still recognized. Even when daily devotion focuses on specific Orishas, the highest divine authority remains. The structure of the cosmos still depends on an ultimate source.

      This continuity shows resilience. Olodumare is not limited by geography. The Supreme Being rises above cultural change while keeping identity strong. The divine center stays steady even when history is turbulent.

      For many people today, returning to the understanding of Olodumare brings a sense of grounding. In a world full of distractions and fragmentation, the idea of a single, eternal source restores spiritual direction. It reminds us that beneath diversity, there is unity.
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      Every spiritual tradition starts with a question: Where did everything come from? The sky, the Earth, our breath, and the unseen forces that shape our lives. In Yoruba cosmology, the answer is Olodumare. Before mountains, oceans, or the first Orisha, Olodumare was already there.

      Learning about our origins is not just about the past. It shapes how we see ourselves now. When we know the source, we find our purpose.

      Olodumare as the Eternal, Uncreated Source

      In Yoruba cosmology, Olodumare was not born and did not come from anything else. There is no moment when the Supreme Being began. Olodumare simply exists eternal, self-existing, and uncreated.

      This idea is central. Everything else has a starting point the heavens; the Earth, the Orishas, and humanity all have beginnings. But Olodumare exists outside this chain of origins.

      Calling Olodumare eternal means more than endless time. It means existing beyond time itself. Time moves within creation, but Olodumare is outside of it. The Supreme Being is not limited by past, present, or future. Every moment is held in divine awareness.

      In the Yoruba oral tradition, Olodumare is the highest authority. No other force or deity can challenge this power. Even when stories talk about the Orishas, their authority comes from Olodumare. They act because Olodumare permits it.

      This view keeps the universe united. The world is not made by gods fighting for control. Instead, it comes from one supreme source who chooses to create, organize, and sustain everything.

      Olodumare is not described in human form. There are no myths of divine birth or divine struggle. Instead, Olodumare remains above imagery. This absence of physical depiction is meaningful. It affirms transcendence. The Supreme Being cannot be reduced to shape or symbol.

      Yet Olodumare is not distant. The eternal source gives breath and life. The force that keeps everything alive comes from Olodumare. Life goes on because of this divine will.

      The Creation of the Universe

      At first, there was only potential. The Yoruba creation story describes a time before the world took shape. There was sky above and watery chaos below. The Earth had not yet become solid land.

      Olodumare initiated the act of creation. Through divine intention, the framework of the cosmos began to unfold. The heavens were structured. Spiritual realms were established. The unseen world took form before the visible world did.

      A well-known story tells how Olodumare sent the Orisha Obatala to create solid land on the waters. With sacred tools, Obatala came down from the heavens. Following Olodumare’s instructions and using ashe, Earth appeared, dry land formed, and life became possible.

      This story shows a pattern: Olodumare does not shape every detail directly. Instead, the Supreme Being gives authority to the Orishas, who act as agents of divine will and carry out specific tasks in a larger plan.

      This structure reveals a universe built on order. Creation is not chaotic or random. It unfolds according to intention. Each Orisha has a role. Each element has a place. The sky, the Earth, the waters, and the forces of nature operate within boundaries.

      The act of creation also includes the shaping of humanity. Obatala is often credited with forming human bodies from clay. Yet the breath of life comes from Olodumare. The physical form is crafted through divine assignment, but the animating force originates from the Supreme Being.

      This difference is important. It shows that people have a direct link to Olodumare. The life force in each person comes from the eternal source, and human dignity is rooted in this origin.

      The Creation of the Orishas and Spiritual Hierarchy

      Before humans appeared, the Orishas already existed in the spiritual order. They are divine but not equal to Olodumare. Their existence comes from the will of the Supreme Being.

      Each Orisha embodies aspects of natural and moral law. Ogun governs iron and transformation. Oshun embodies sweetness, fertility, and emotional depth. Shango represents justice, thunder, and power. Yemaya holds the immensity of the ocean and maternal care.

      These forces do not create on their own. They work within limits set by Olodumare. Their power is real but comes from Olodumare. Their authority is strong but given to them.

      The Orishas show that the universe has many layers. In Yoruba cosmology, the creator does not leave after making the world. Instead, the divine presence moves through different levels. Olodumare is at the top, the Orishas act as go-betweens, and humans are part of this web.

      This hierarchy does not lessen Olodumare’s supremacy. Instead, it shows wisdom in design. A large universe needs structure, and giving authority to others lets divine order work everywhere.

      The Divine Blueprint: Order, Energy, and Ashe

      Creation is not just about physical things. It is also about energy and intention. In Yoruba belief, the universe is held together by ashe.

      Ashe comes from Olodumare. Without the Supreme Being, there would be no ashe. Each Orisha has ashe because Olodumare gives it to them. Every person has some ashe because life is filled with it.

      Ashe is how the universe works. When people pray, ashe puts intention into action. When rituals are done, ashe brings energy into line. When people follow moral laws, ashe keeps things balanced.

      This shows a divine plan. The universe is built on harmony. There are spiritual laws just like there are physical ones. The sun rising, the seasons changing, and destiny all follow a set pattern.

      Disorder happens when things fall out of alignment. To restore balance, there must be a return to divine order. In Yoruba cosmology, morality is part of the universe’s structure. Justice is required, and truth is not random. Both show the will of Olodumare.

      People are part of this plan. Each person has ori, their spiritual head or inner destiny. Before birth, ori picks a path, which then unfolds within the limits of divine order. Olodumare guides this process.

      This creates a universe that is both active and stable. Energy moves, things change, and there is growth and decline. But underneath it all, there is steady order.

      Humanity’s Place in Creation

      Humans have a special place in creation. Made by divine assignment and given life by Olodumare’s breath, people connect the spiritual and physical worlds. They can align with divine order or resist it. This capacity carries responsibility. Because humans carry ashe, their words and actions matter.

      In Yoruba cosmology, people are neither unimportant nor above divine authority. Instead, everyone is part of a relationship. Humans rely on the Orishas, the Orishas rely on Olodumare, and everything depends on the Supreme Being.

      This dependence teaches humility. It reminds us that our independence has limits. True strength comes from staying connected to the source.

      Comparative Perspectives with Other Creator Deities

      People everywhere have wondered about our origins. Many cultures talk about a supreme creator. The details may change, but similar ideas show up again and again.

      In Abrahamic traditions, God is seen as eternal, uncreated, and all-powerful. Creation happens by divine command, and the universe is made with purpose, not by accident.

      In some African cosmologies outside Yoruba land, there is a high god above lesser deities. This high god is not always the focus of daily rituals but is still the main source of authority.

      Ancient Egyptian beliefs talk about a first creator who comes out of chaos to bring order. In some Indian traditions, Brahman stands for the ultimate reality that is beyond any form.

      These similarities show something we all share: the sense that everything must come from a supreme origin. This idea appears in many cultures.

      Still, Yoruba cosmology has its own unique traits. Ashe plays a big role as the creative force, giving a name to the energy behind creation. The way authority is given to the Orishas keeps the divine hierarchy clear without splitting ultimate power.

      Olodumare does not fight with rival forces. The Supreme Being does not have to defeat chaos. Instead, order comes naturally from divine will.

      This view brings hope. It suggests that even when we see conflict, there is deeper stability underneath. The universe is not ruled by chance or constant fighting, but by intentional design.

      Creation as Ongoing Reality

      In Yoruba thought, creation is not just something that happened long ago. While the universe was shaped in the beginning, Olodumare still keeps everything going and remains an active source.

      Life goes on because divine will keeps it going. ashe still flows. The Orishas keep doing their work, and people continue to shape their destinies within the limits set by the divine.

      This view keeps people from becoming spiritually complacent. Creation is not finished or abandoned. It is an ongoing relationship between the source and everything created.

      When people pray, they take part in ongoing creation. When communities support justice, they follow the divine structure. When someone seeks clarity of ori, they move into harmony with the original plan.

      In Yoruba cosmology, everything starts with Olodumare. Eternal, uncreated, and supreme. From this source come order, energy, and life. The Orishas work as agents in the divine structure, and people live because the Supreme Being gives them breath.

      Creation is not chaotic. It is shaped by intention through ashe. There is a hierarchy, but no rivalry, and order exists without oppression.

      Knowing where we come from helps us understand our place now. We live in a universe shaped by divine will, move with the energy from the eternal source, and exist in a structure made for balance and moral clarity.

      Olodumare cannot be fully understood, but is at the center of all existence. The universe’s story starts there, and every moment still quietly shows the same truth: the source remains.

    

  

OEBPS/toc.xhtml

  
    Contents


    
      		Cover


      		
        Title Page
      


      		
        Full Page Image
      


      		
        Copyright
      


      		
        Spirits of the Orishas Series
      


      		
        Contents
      


      		
        Meeting the Supreme Being of Yoruba Cosmology
      


      		
        1. The Origins of the Universe and Olodumare’s Role
      


      		
        2. The Nature of Ashe
      


      		
        3. Olodumare and Nature
      


      		
        4. How the Supreme Is Known and Described
      


      		
        5. Olodumare and the Orishas
      


      		
        6. Moral Order and the Will of Olodumare
      


      		
        7. Olodumare and the Human Soul
      


      		
        8. The Inner Divine Witness
      


      		
        9. Prayer, Praise, and Invocation
      


      		
        10. Honoring the Source Through Ritual
      


      		
        11. Living in Alignment with Olodumare
      


      		
        12. Mystical Approaches to Olodumare
      


      		
        13. Olodumare in Yoruba Religion and Oral Tradition
      


      		
        14. Olodumare in the African Diaspora
      


      		
        15. One, Many, and Mystery
      


      		
        Returning to the Source
      


      		
        Bibliography
      


      		
        Newsletter Sign Up
      


      		
        About the Author
      


      		
        Also By The Author
      


    


  
  
    
      		Cover


      		Title Page


      		Copyright


      		Contents


      		Beginning


      		Bibliography


      		About the Author


      		Also By The Author


    


  


This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.


OEBPS/images/image-1.jpg
INTROI:)|UCTION
MEETING THE SUPREME
BEING OF YORUBA
COSMOLOGY





OEBPS/images/olodumare.jpg






OEBPS/images/image-2.jpg
i

THE ORIGIL\IS OF THE
UNIVERSE AND
OLODUMARE'S ROLE





OEBPS/images/olodumare-spirits-of-the-orishas-full-bleed-title-page.jpg
MONIQUE JOINER SIEDLAK

OLODUMARE

Ashe of the Cosmos

Spirits of the Orishas Book 10





OEBPS/images/oshun-publications.jpg





