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1 END TIMES BIBLE PROPHECY

 

 

One third of the Bible's message is prophetic. There are 66 books of the Bible. Thirty-nine are in the Old Testament.  These books are divided into the Pentateuch, twelve historical books, five poetic, and seventeen are prophetic. The books of the prophets divide into Major and Minor Prophets. The New Testament has twenty-seven texts. These include historical books. In addition, there are the Pauline epistles, non-Pauline epistles and one prophetic book.  The Revelation, the last book of the Bible predicts the end of the world events.

 All Prophecy has been fulfilled except those pertaining to the earth's final years recorded in the Revelation.  The signs, which Jesus predicted would lead up to those final days, Evangelicals refer to as end times prophecy. 

The Biblical Books With End Time Forecasts

The chief books for end time prophecy are the Revelation and the book of Daniel. In addition, Jesus's predictions of the last days found in the Gospels add more details. Prophetic passages also lie within the Major and Minor Prophets. Biblical books such as Genesis, the Psalms, Thessalonians and 2 Timothy have various verses that provide more specifics to the end times prophecies recorded in the major prophetic books.

What is The Study of End Time Prophecy?

During Jesus's ministry people questioned him about the end of time on earth. Jesus foretold the signs that will lead to His second coming. He described life just before and during the Tribulation.  In summary, the study of end times prophecy is the study of the earth's final seven years of Tribulation and the decades leading up to the fulfillment of what Jesus predicted for those years.

How Does One Study End Times Prophecy?

It is important to understand the books of the Bible before you begin to study end times prophecy and or Bible Prophecy. Familiarize yourself with the books of the Bible as a whole.  From there become knowledgeable with the various teachings of end times prophecy. Consult theologians, a Bible dictionary, and a good online concordance. Be prepared to spend a good deal of time doing your research and study.

Furthermore, if you will relate the forecasts to world affairs, you will need to possess more than a basic knowledge of events.  Finally, make sure the websites that you obtain your information on world affairs are from top of the line sources. Consequently, many errors are taught because of lack of reading quality news outlets. Or simply, consult websites like Prophecy Talk.  My site is filled with a good deal of information that meets all the above criteria.

Whatever you do, be on guard against the many false teachings.  Moreover, stay clear of conspiracy theories and the One world government, New World Order cult, which teachings of current affairs are fake news, lies and removed from reality.

Information is available as never before as well as the speed in which to access it. No longer do you have to flip through the pages of a Concordance With the click of a mouse you can obtain its contents literally right at your fingertips. These along with Bible Dictionary’s and Commentaries are found online.  In studying the Bible and world affairs, the greater issue is knowing where to find the key facts.


2 PROPHECY TOPICS

 

 

Within the Bible key end times Prophecy teachings and topics emerge. Many teachers mark their starting point with the signs of the times that Jesus predicted.

Among all who teach end times prophecy there are common key terms, and these are among those listed below. Some are written as subcategories.

The Three Types of End Times Prophecy Terms or Topics

There are two types of end times prophecy topics. They are either named in the Bible or penned from teachings in Scripture. An example of a Biblical topic named in Scripture is the Antichrist. Examples of the terms taken from the Bible versus the ones penned by Scholars are listed below. 

 Biblical Terms

• Antichrist--used once in the Bible, taken from one verse.

• Tribulation-not named so in the Bible, but taken from Jesus's statement, "There will be great tribulation.”

• Great Tribulation-Jesus's reference and an Elder’s in the book of Revelation.

• Abomination of Desolation-spoken of in the book of Daniel and referenced by Jesus.

• Whore of Babylon-named in Revelation 17 and 18.

• Mark of the Beast- labeled in the book of Revelation.

               Non-Biblical Terms for End Times Prophecy Teachings

• Rapture-derived from Biblical description. 

• Tribulation- Seven-year period of judgements.

• Peace Treaty-covenant agreed to by Antichrist on behalf of Israel.

• Final World Empire-Daniel's fourth kingdom that ushers in the end.

• Unholy Trinity-represents Satan, Antichrist, and the False Prophet

 Speculative Terms

Some of the speculative terms listed below are now dated. In addition, cult like teachings and conspiracy theories have resulted. Avoid giving these any major focus in your studies.

New World Order

One World Religion

One World Government

I personally have not found evidence in Scripture of a one world religion: Moreover, an empire with world rule applies better than a one world government. 

The above list is not exhaustive but gives a good idea of the three categories of terms for end time Bible Prophecy topics.

The above terms are overused clichés

 Again, a word of caution on the topics. These terms have become clichés that have no basis in geopolitics. For instance, teachers will include one world government and one world religion. In the case of one world government, it is largely overused and abused in Evangelical circles.  

In addition, it is used by the New World Order cult within prophecy circles. This cult teaches that the UN is a government, which is not true. It is far removed from how the UN and world works. These groups rely on lies and emotion to get their message across instead of fact. Their message is dangerous because it negates the power of prophecy in the eyes of the world. 

New world order is also used to mean the setup of the conspiratorial governments.  It is also another end time cliché. We are in fact what is called a multi-polar era, or empire age. This lines 100% with the book of Daniel’s and Revelation’s forecast. 

As I stated earlier, I see no evidence in Scripture of a one world religion, so I do not teach it. This means that all the religions of the world will form into one unified group at the time of the end. 

Many differences exist in the study of end times prophecy

While many differences exist in the speculation of world affairs, there are also those that exist among key teachings. The greatest area of disagreement in end time prophecy is the topic of the Rapture. Some teachers disagree that the Bible predicts a Rapture. Others who do agree dispute its timing. Some say the Rapture occurs pretribulation, others mid tribulation or post tribulation.  

Other areas of discord regard the identity of the four beasts in Daniel and the Beast of Revelation. In addition to the description and origin of the Antichrist. 

The main area of opposing teachings in end times Prophecy peaks in the speculation of the prophetic forecasts to current world news. In this area arises all kinds of false, fictitious and cult like teachings dominate the airwaves. Search engines are another tool of deception. When one types in a prophecy term, the Cult websites dominate many of the first pages.

Key End Time Prophecy Biblical Topics

Within the study of end time forecasts are key topics that all interrelate. We will be covering each of them and their subtopics. They are as follows:

.• End Time Signs-the birth pangs, the fig tree

• The Rapture

• The Tribulation and Great Tribulation

• The Antichrist

• The Beast of Revelation-the revived Roman empire-the final world empire-Nebuchadnezzar’s                    

               dream image. Seven to eight heads on Beast of Revelation

• Mark of the Beast-image of the Beast, the False Prophet

• Whore of Babylon, Judgement of the Great Whore, Destruction of Babylon

• Book of Revelation plagues-the four horsemen of the apocalypse, the 144 thousand witnesses, the two witnesses, the battle of Armageddon, The 200 million army, the spirits like frogs,  Bowl Judgments, seven trumpets ,three woes, angel from the bottomless pit: Apollyon. These are among the many topics found in the Revelation.

• Israel-The peace treaty and the Third Temple- and the abomination of desolation.

Note this is not an exhaustive list and there are more topics.  This book provides an overview of the most discussed and as the title states, the nuts and bolts of Bible Prophecy. 


3 SIGNS OF THE END TIMES

 

 

During Jesus’s ministry the disciples asked Him about the end of the world. During those discussions Jesus provided them with the signs what would lead to His second coming.  These would consist of markers in nature and society. They are primarily found in the following passages:

Matthew 24

Mark 13

2 Timothy 3:1-5

2 Peter 3

1Timothy 4:1-3

Revelation 13

Daniel 12:4

Revelation 13:18

Revelation 17

Several of the end time passages reveal the evils in society that grow to unforeseen heights before the start of the Tribulation. Jesus compared their intensity to the birth pangs of a woman in labor.  He also likened the events both social and political to the fig tree with budding fruit. 

Those who understand the times will know when the tree is about to produce its bounty. 

According to Jesus’s prediction, we will see an increase in the following areas in line with the birth pangs of a woman in labor.

• Wars

• Violence & brutality & a loveless society

• Riots and commotions

• Pestilence & plagues, illnesses and insects

• Natural disasters

• Strange occurrences in nature

• Sexual immorality

• Lawlessness

• Increased sinfulness- In all areas example greed, gluttony, addiction, etc.

2 Timothy 3: 1-5 summed up the last days as being perilous because of the evil that will prevail in society.  The passage uses such terms as men will be “brutal” “unloving” and “lovers of themselves.”

Daniel 8:23 describes it as “when the transgressors are come to the full.” Meaning that society will get extremely wicked.


4 THE RAPTURE

 

 

The Rapture is a term that Evangelical Christians have given to the teaching that those who are redeemed by the blood of Jesus will not go through the Tribulation. Therefore, they will be taken out of the earth, just before the Tribulation begins and meet the Lord in the sky.  Those living prior to the Rapture will have lived through the fulfillment of the end times with all the hardship they bring. 

Is the term Rapture used in the Bible?

The term Rapture of the church is not used in the Bible. It is a term and teaching first noted and taught by British theologian and Bible translator John Nelson Darby, in around 1830. Darby is the father of dispensationalism. In his day he was the leading interpreter of Biblical Prophecy.

The Rapture of the Church is one of the most disputed topics in end time Bible Prophecy

Evangelical Christians are divided on their interpretation of the Rapture Scriptures. Some believe the Rapture occurs after the Tribulation. Others believe it happens before the Tribulation begins and some that it never takes place.

Based on my analysis of the Scriptures, I take the view that the Rapture will occur prior to the start of the Tribulation. Jesus clearly describes two distinct and diverse settings that sets apart His coming for believers in the Rapture.  Details of His second coming provide an opposing description.

The Rapture of the Church has given way to several theological terms.

The terms for the Rapture’s views
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