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​Dedication

​To everyone who has ever heard the words.

​"God is love."

​...and quietly wondered,

​"Why should I care that God is love?"

​To those carrying unanswered prayers.

​To those exhausted by disappointment.

​To those who have heard familiar Christian phrases so often that they have almost lost their wonder.

​This book was written for you.

​My prayer is not that you would discover a new truth.

​But that you would see an old one from a different angle.

​Like a diamond turned slowly in the light.

​And perhaps, in seeing one more facet, discover that the God you thought you already understood is even more beautiful than you imagined.
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​Chapter One
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​God Is Love, Ok, Whatever.

I know you've heard this before. I know you may even feel like saying, 'Okay, whatever.' But stay with me for just a little while. Let's look at it together.

Some phrases become so familiar that they stop meaning anything.

We hear them.

We repeat them.

We nod our heads.

Then we move on.

"God answers prayer."

"Trust in the Lord."

"Walk by faith."

"Jesus loves you."

And perhaps the most familiar of all:

"God is love."

Most Christians could quote it.

Many could even tell you where it is found.

Yet if someone stopped us and quietly asked,

"What does that actually mean?"

Would we know?

Not what we've heard.

Not what we've repeated.

But what those three words actually reveal about God.

The apostle John did not write that God is loving.

He wrote:

"God is love."

That is a remarkable statement.

The Bible does not say:

"God is justice."

Although He is perfectly just.

It does not say:

"God is holiness."

Although He is perfectly holy.

It does not say:

"God is power."

Although all power belongs to Him.

Yet it does say:

"God is love."

Why?

Because John is describing something deeper than an action.

He is describing God's nature.

Love is not simply something God does.

It is part of who He is.

Everything He does flows from that perfect nature.

That immediately raises questions.

If God is love...

Why suffering?

Why discipline?

Why judgment?

Why unanswered prayers?

Why does Jesus command us to love our enemies?

Why does God allow people to hurt one another?

Questions like these have caused many people to dismiss the phrase altogether.

"God is love."

"Okay... whatever."

The words become little more than religious wallpaper.

Beautiful to look at.

Easy to ignore.

But perhaps the problem is not the phrase.

Perhaps the problem is that we have become so familiar with it that we have stopped asking what it means.

This book is an invitation to do exactly that.

Not to defend a slogan.

Not to repeat a cliché.

But to rediscover one of the deepest truths ever written.

Because if God truly is love, then that truth changes everything.

Not just how we think about God.

But how we understand ourselves.

Our enemies.

Our suffering.

Our fears.

Our failures.

And ultimately, the cross.

Before we ask what God's love looks like...

We must first understand what John meant when he wrote those astonishing words:

"God is love."

Chapter Two

More Than Something God Does

Imagine someone describing fire.

"It gives warmth."

"It gives light."

"It cooks food."

"It melts metal."

Every statement is true.

But none of them explains what fire is.

They describe what fire does.

The same mistake is often made with God.

We say:

God forgives.

God provides.

God comforts.

God protects.

God disciplines.

God saves.

All of these are true.

But they tell us what God does.

John goes much deeper.

He writes:

"God is love."

He is not merely describing God's actions.

He is describing God's nature.

There is a profound difference.

A person can perform loving acts without being loving.

Parents sometimes show kindness while secretly seeking control.

Politicians promise compassion while pursuing power.

Even criminals occasionally display affection toward those closest to them.

Actions alone do not reveal nature.

God's love is different.

It does not begin with His actions.

It begins with who He is.

His actions flow from His character.

That changes everything.

If love is part of God's nature, then His love does not appear and disappear according to circumstances.

It is not stronger one day and weaker the next.

It is not dependent upon mood.

It is not earned by good behaviour.

Nor is it withdrawn because someone has failed.

God does not become loving when He blesses.

He was already love before the blessing came.

He does not cease to be love when He disciplines.

Discipline comes from the same holy nature.

The Bible never presents love and holiness as enemies.

Nor does it suggest that justice competes with love.

Everything God does is perfectly consistent with who He is.

This is where human love often differs.

Much of our love is reactive.

We love because someone is kind.

We love because someone makes us feel valued.

We love because someone meets our needs.

Remove those things, and our love is often tested.

God's love is not like ours.

His love originates in Himself, not in the worthiness of the one He loves.

That sentence is worth considering carefully.

The source of God's love is not found in us.

It is found in Him.

If God searched the earth looking for worthy people before deciding whom to love, no one would qualify.

Scripture says:

"There is none righteous, no, not one."

Yet God loved.

Not because humanity was lovely.

But because love belongs to His very nature.

This explains one of the most remarkable verses in the New Testament.

"But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."

Notice what Paul does not say.

He does not say Christ died for us after we repented.

Or after we obeyed.

Or after we became worthy.

He says Christ died while we were still sinners.

Why?

Because God's love did not begin with us.

It began with Him.

That truth does not remove every difficult question.

There are still mysteries.

There is still suffering.

There is still discipline.

There is still judgment.

But before asking why God does what He does, Scripture first asks us to understand who He is.

Everything else flows from there.

Love is not one attribute competing with the others.

It is woven into every act of God.

His justice is never unloving.

His holiness is never unloving.

His patience is never unholy.

His mercy is never unjust.

Every part of His character exists in perfect harmony.

We cannot fully comprehend such a God.

But we can begin to know Him.

And perhaps that is where understanding begins.

Not with asking,

"What has God done for me lately?"

But with asking,

"Who is the God revealed in Scripture?”

Chapter Three

Before There Was Us

There is something remarkable about the opening words of the Bible.

"In the beginning God..."

Before the mountains.

Before the oceans.

Before the stars.

Before Adam.

Before sin.

Before history itself.

God already was.

He did not come into existence.

He simply existed.

Forever.

That raises an important question.

If God is love...

Who did He love before He created the world?

Many people imagine that God created humanity because He was lonely.

As though heaven was silent.

As though eternity lacked companionship.

As though God needed someone to love.

The Bible presents something entirely different.

Long before the first human drew breath, the Father loved the Son.

Jesus prayed:

"Father... thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world."

Pause there for a moment.

Before the foundation of the world.

Before Genesis.

Before time.

Before creation itself.

Love already existed.

Not because people existed.

Because God existed.

The Father delighted in the Son.

The Son delighted in the Father.

The Holy Spirit was not absent from this eternal fellowship.

God was never incomplete.

Never lacking.

Never searching for someone to make Him whole.

Creation did not fill a void in God.

Creation overflowed from His fullness.

That changes how we think about God's love.

Human love often begins with need.

We long for companionship.

We seek acceptance.

We desire affection.

Sometimes we love because we fear being alone.

God's love is entirely different.

He has never been lonely.

Never insecure.

Never incomplete.

He has always existed in perfect fellowship.

Perfect joy.

Perfect unity.

Perfect love.

When God said,

"Let there be light,"

He was not beginning to love.

He was creating from love.

Everything that followed flowed from the God who had always been love.

This also helps explain something else.

God did not create humanity because He needed servants.

Nor because He required worship.

Nothing can be added to the One who already possesses everything.

Acts tells us that He is not worshipped as though He needed anything.

The God who owns heaven and earth lacks nothing.

So why create at all?

The Bible never gives one simple sentence that answers every question.

Yet Scripture consistently reveals a God who delights in sharing His goodness.

He gives life.

He gives beauty.

He gives purpose.

He gives breath.

He gives redemption.

Not because creation completes Him.

But because generosity belongs to His nature.

That is what love does.

Love gives.

Not because it lacks.

But because it overflows.

Perhaps this is one of the greatest differences between God's love and ours.

Our love is often awakened by something outside ourselves.

God's love originates within Himself.

He does not discover reasons to love.

He is the reason love exists.

Every genuine act of love in this world is only a reflection of the One from whom love comes.

When a mother comforts her child.

When a husband remains faithful.

When a stranger shows unexpected kindness.

When someone forgives a terrible wrong.

Each act reflects, however imperfectly, the God whose very nature is love.

This is why John could write such astonishing words.

"We love him, because he first loved us."

Notice the order.

We did not teach God how to love.

He taught us.

Love did not begin on earth.

It came from heaven.

It began with God Himself.

Before there was creation...

Before there was humanity...

Before there was sin...

There was love.

Not because there was someone worthy to receive it.

But because love has always belonged to God.

And that means something profoundly comforting.

If God's love existed before the world began...

Then it is not dependent upon the changing circumstances of this world.

The world changes.

People change.

Governments change.

Health changes.

Friendships change.

Feelings change.

But the God who loved before time itself has not changed.

He remains who He has always been.

Love itself.

Chapter Four

Love Is Not Soft

There is a common misunderstanding about love.

Many people imagine love as kindness without boundaries.

Gentleness without truth.

Acceptance without correction.

Approval without holiness.

The Bible presents something far greater.

If God is love, then we must allow God Himself to define what love is.

Not our culture.

Not our feelings.

Not our preferences.

Love is not weak.

Love is not sentimental.

Love is not blind.

Love does not pretend evil is good.

Nor
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