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giants, but what Richard did was so much better,
so much stranger and so much funnier than
anything I could have done. And he seemed to
enjoy it, so we were off and running.

The Crooked Man—For a long time I'd wanted
to do a story like this, something inspired by
Appalachian folklore. Might have eventually
gotten around to doing something on my own
but once I started working with Richard I knew
nobody could do it better—old cabins and
gnarled trees—a people that would look and
feel like people—not necessarily realistic but
GROUNDED in a certain kind of reality. And
NOBODY could have created THAT version of
the Crooked Man. I think it’s some of the best
writing I've done, and I know that’s because I was
writing it for Richard. After all these years its stil
my favorite Hellboy story.

Hellboy in Mexico—]I think maybe I was originally
going to draw this one myself—can’t remember
now exactly why I didn’t, but probably it was
that pickup truck full of Mexican wrestlers—I
just don’t think I could have pulled that off. It
feels like something I would have only written for

Richard.

Being Human—Like The Crooked Man this one
is just a parade of things I wanted to see Richard
draw because it’s all scuff he could do better than
anybody else—a crumbling Southern mansion,
wandering corpses, a rat-filled zombie and a crazy
woman ranting on a table. Yeah. Corben.

Sullivan’s Reward, The House of Sebek, and The
Bride of Hell—These, I think, fall the most into
the category of “regular Hellboy stories.” I wrote
them for Richard but I might have eventually
written them for myself. They are the kind of
stories I could have drawn myself—they would
have just been very different and not nearly as
good.

The House of the Living Dead—This one 1 WAS
planning to draw myself. That’s why it just a
parade of crazy monster action. It was going to

be nothing but fun. But...it was when I came up
with that bit where the werewolf pulls the gun out
of his pocket—somehow, I knew in that moment
that Richard could do things with this story that
could not. So for the sake of the story I handed
it off to him. There are bits I'm disappointed that
didn’t get to draw myself, but that little bit of
disappointment is nothing compared to the joy
of seeing those pages come in from Richard. I
write a pretty tight plot, so youd think I'd have a
pretty good idea what the pages would look like,
but with Richard it was always a surprise—some
scenes that were meant to be funny would end up
creepy and the creepy scenes often ended up with
moments of odd humor. You never quite knew
what Richard was going to do with a scene, but in
every case what Richard turned in was better than
what I was asking for.

The Mirror—I seem to remember going into this
one knowing that it was going to be the last of our
collaborations. Richard was itching to get back to
his own stuff but for some reason he agreed to do
this one last story—maybe because it was a short
one. As a story it’s not much, but he elevated it to
something so much more than the simple plot I
gave him. I think those couple panels on page 5
of the woman and demons in the mirror—those
are among the most hauntingly beautiful images
that have ever appeared in any Hellboy comic. I
rank them right up there with that panel in The
Crooked Man where we see Cora Fisher's ghost
sitting in the old church. Beautiful stuff. Poetry
from an artist you don’t usually expect to get
poetry from.

What more is there to say? This book represents
a very special chapter in the world of Hellboy—
collaborations with a true giant, a rare genius.
A career highpoint for me and a real gift for
everyone who appreciates comics drawn by a
master. Enjoy—

V¥ Wanl—





OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_007_r1.jpg
FOREWORD - 6
MAKOMA - 9
THE CROOKED MAN - 59
THE BRIDE of HELL - 133
HELLBOY iz MEXICO - 159
DOUBLE FEATURE of EVIL - 187
BEING HUMAN - 219
HOUSE of the LIVING DEAD - 249
THE MIRROR - 300





OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_008_r1.jpg
FOREWORD

I've had a pretty amazing career. I had pretty low
expectations going into this thing but I've ended
up doing more and seeing more than I ever could
have imagined. I've ended up in crazy places—
I've spent weeks in countries I never thought I'd
visit watching big name actors walking around
dressed as characters I created. And for years I've
been saying that the strangest thing about all this
is that at some point, when you're in it, it FEELS
normal. Working with Richard Corben at the
time somehow FELT normal.

I discovered Richard’s work way back when in an
early issue of Heavy Metal magazine, and right
away I knew he was one of those stand-alone
giants—like Frazetta, Moebius, Kirby, Will Eisner,
Bill Watterson—artists who exist somehow in an
entirely separate world from the rest of us. You will
not know these people. You will certainly never
work with them. But Richard . . . I can’t say I
knew him, but I did work with him. And looking

back now at all these stories, it no longer FEELS
normal. I was very fortunate. Hellboy fans were
very fortunate. The bulk of these stories would
not exist at all if it wasn’t for Richard Corben and
the few that might exist (drawn by me) would not
have been nearly as good.

We all owe a huge debt to Mike Shields who
introduced Richard to my work and set the
wheels in motion, and so I dedicate this book to
im. I think Richard would approve.

About the stories—

Makoma was an experiment. I had already
plotted this story with plans to draw it myself
when Richard and I started discussing working
together. It seemed a perfect place to try out a
collaboration with the clear divide between the
“real” world and the African fantasy world. I
was disappointed that I didn’t get to draw those
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“Richard Corben stands among us like an extraterrestrial peak.
He has sat in his throne for a long time, above the moving and
multi-colored field of world comics, like an effigy of the leader,

a strange monolith, a sublime visitor, a solitary enigma.”

—MEBIUS






OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_011_r1.jpg
MAKOMA





OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_016_r1.jpg
HOW DO
YOU FORGET
SOMETHING LIKE
THAT 7
HELLBOY,

You ALL
RIGHT 7

ANUNG LIN RAMA.






OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_017_r1.jpg
SHE
KNOWsS You
STiLL.






OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_014_r1.jpg
AT LEAST
vougor 1, THEY
SOMENCE | 1ig PLACE

PICTURES,

10 GET oUT
OF THERE
WITH A
FEW NICE
PIECES

I LOVE AFRICA. SHE ALMOST KILLED
ME THIS TIME, BUT ALREADY

D T CAN'T WAIT TO GO BACK.
\ YoU musT
. UNDERSTAND, YOUVE

BEEN THERE.

ONCE. A
LONG TIME
AGO,






OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_015_r1.jpg
ALL THE THINGS HE'S
DONE AND HE'S ONLY BEEN
TO AFRICA ONCE7

I REMEMBER ANY WORD ON
THAT, BRUTTENHOLM BRUTTENHOLM?
TOOK HIM OVER IN 47,

THAT DAMN HYENA
BUSINESS,

I THINK
THEY'VE GIVEN
HIM UP FOR
LOST. *

1 REMEMBER,
SEQKE /IVILB&E}E d WANDERED OFF BY

TH?JE’I;HDLI@"I:{T THEN, H@ﬁ?&%ﬁg&
LOS
HELLBOY. SERENGETI.

gLT{I'A’?HLE%ET AFRICA KNEW
FOR A WEEK. VR REN;
BUT I DON'T

REMEMBER...

"725\/02 BELJTTENHOL/}'J WAS A MEMBER OF THE CAVENDISH ARCTIC
EXPEDITION, WHICH DISAPPEARED IN JANLIARY 1933.





OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_018_r1.jpg
WHEN HE WAS
BORN HE COLLD
SPEAK, 50 HE NAMED
HIMSELF, AND THAT
NAME MEANS “"HE
WHO /5 6E547'£57
AND Wi

FEAE. 2
WISE MEN

GATHERED 'ROUND
HIM, AND FOR ONE
MONTH HE SPOKE

10 THEM OF STRANGE

THINGS, OF THE SECRET
WORKINGS OF THE
EARTH AND SKY AND
FAR-OFF PLACES, OF
THE NATURE OF
BEASTS AND INVISIBLE
SPIRITS,

"aguT, ”

SAID HE, “T
AM NOT COME
AMONG YOU TO
BE A TEACHER,
BUT TO DELIVER
YOU FROM EVIL

POWERS,”






OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_019_r1.jpg
"MOTHER, " SAID HE,

"TAKE ME AND CAST ME

INTO THAT DEEP POOL
OF BLACK WATER. "

"OH, MY
SON, BUT THAT
POOL 1S HOME TO
CROCODILES,"”

VHAVE NO HIS BUT IN THE
FEAR FOR

WAILED...

AFTER ONE DAY AND ONE NIGHT...






OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_020_r1.jpg
ALL OF THE
CROCODILES
WERE DEAD.

AND MAKOMA
CAME LIP OUT
OF THAT POOL
ALIVE AND
FULL GROWN...

-.. AND HOLDING
IN HIS HAND AN
IRON HAMMER.






OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_023_r1.jpg
[ TO WANDER...

TILL HE FOUND
STONE HILLS

THE SOUND
OF THUNDER.






OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_024_r1.jpg
WHO ARE YOu,
LITTLE MAN,

THAT You
DARE SPEAK
TO ME?

THAT
YOU MAKING
ALL THAT
NOISE 7

I AM 3
CHI-ESWA-MAPIRI,
BUILDER OF
MOUNTAINS,

THE GIANT
KNEW THE
MEANING OF

THAT NAME

AND WAS
ENRAGED TO

HEAR IT.






OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_021_r1.jpg
FIRST THERE WAS
CELEBRATION.

THEN THE CHIEFS AND

ELDERS MET WITH HIM
TO DIsCUSS THE

TROUBLES OF THE LAND.

EVIL. OMENS
AND WE FEAR AND THE
FOR OLIR SOUND OF
PEOPLE, GIANTS,

NO RAIN, BUT
THUNDER.






OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_022_r1.jpg
EARLY THE NEXT MORNING. ..

HAIL, MAKONMA,
GIANT SLAYER, COME
FORTH 1O SEEK
HIS DOOM.

WHO ARE
You?

ME 7 ONLY AN OLD
WOMAN COME TO
SEE YOU ON
YOUR WAY.

TAKE THIS
AND FILL IT WITH
THE BONES OF YOUR
ENEMIES.

AND TO
GIE YOU SOME-
THING.

CARRY IT WITH YOLI

AND RETURN [T TO SO MAKOMA,

ME WHEN WE MEET HAMMER AND BAG,
AGAIN. WENT FORTH...

AT THE
ENDING OF THE






OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_027_r1.jpg
CHI-GWISA-MITI
THE SECOND GIANT WAS ALSO PLEN‘II%E‘ OF ’

PLIT INTO THE BAG, AND 500N |4 4
MAKOMA CAME LIFON A THIRD. FORESTS.

HE ALSO WENT
INTO THE BAG.

7 MANY OF
YOU 6UYs ARE
GONNA FIT IN

MAYBE ONE
MORE.






OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_028_r1.jpg
HEY | IM MAKOMA,
GoT






OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_025_r1.jpg
THEN MAKOMA
DISCOVERED
A CURIOLS
THING...






OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_026_r1.jpg
IN PEFEAT THE GIANT HAD
BECOME SMALL, SO
MAKOMA TOOK HIM ALIVE
AND PUT HIM INTO HIS BAG.

IN YoU
G0, AND
BEHAVE YOUR-
SELF.

HE CONTINLIED ON, AND IN
A SHORT TIME CAME LFON
A SECOND GIANT.

UPON HEARING THAT NAME

THIS GIANT WAS ALSO

ENRAGED. THE TWO FOUGHT,

AND THE E?%E WERE THE
AME .

CHI-
DUBLILA-TAKA,
DIGGER OF g

RIVER
BEDS. = WHO ARE
You?






OEBPS/images/mign_9781506741154_epub3_029_r1.jpg





