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“Every child carries the fingerprints of their father’s choices upon their soul.”
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  Foreword



Hello readers, founders of the change, within the current days of a computerised planet, you can do almost everything with one click. But there is still a problem: mental poverty. What is the name of this book?” BEYOND THE FATHERHOOD”. It’s a book and a map; if you are reading this book and want to be a father, you are wrong. This will only be your guidance map if you want to become a perfect father and a miraculous man. First and foremost, I would like to thank author Anath Lee Wales. While mental poverty seems a worldwide problem, Anath Lee Wales is among the few authors and writers working hard to diminish it.

~MIHIGO ER ANAJA 




The book “BEYOND THE FATHERHOOD” is the true guide to becoming a miraculous man and the real guide to becoming a true man. Maybe many guys in our generation don’t think about becoming fathers. It’s just that perhaps some don’t get their time to think about why they are called “men”. And they don’t behave like men because they have no idea about this book, which can surely change them. Author Anath Lee Wales made this more interesting through creativity and recognition, allowing you to learn more about being a father and a more fabulous man around your family. This book will help you discover why you keep encountering hindrances in your family, why you don’t have time for your children, and why you sometimes struggle to resolve family problems. So, you should read this book if you want all that darkness to disappear from your family.

~ANGE ABIJURU JUSTINE




Anath Lee wales is a book author with a higher mentality regardless of age. His strong family relationships inspire him, and he serves as a model for many other families. He spends much time reading and analysing today’s families according to his surroundings. He has great ambition and a commitment to contributing to society’s development, primarily through family relations, as it is a fundamental foundation of global growth. That is why the idea of the book called “BEYOND THE FATHERHOOD” is his contribution to building the hope of today’s families. At his young age, he wants to create a great, peaceful generation for future world leaders to read about. This book is written to inspire everyone’s responsibilities within the family, mostly parents. The father’s responsibilities extend beyond the professional jobs that bring income to the family; they also include excellent communication and partnership with his family, as well as how the father can react within the family to create a stronger unit. This inspires mothers to build peaceful and happy families with their husbands. Everyone should read this book carefully to get an orientation to a better life. I humbly appreciate this author for his contribution to society.

~AGASARO OMELLA 







  Preface



If you have chosen to read this book, you are too blessed to become a miraculous man. Whether you are young or old, if you were born male, it’s time to realise that you deserve to become a true man and a father.




I am a new-generation author. As I recall, my biggest aim is to empower the next generation through self-development at all costs. For many years, men have often been overlooked in various ways. Growing up, I used to see many sessions of counselling women, about being good wives and mothers, of course. And then, people kept saying that men are destroying the family’s welfare! My question is,” Are all men too poor-minded or too indisciplined to be the ones ruining society?” I answer, “No, men are not imprudent, but their opinions are ignored. People believe that men are men, but no one considers the struggles that come with being a man.




In this book, I have identified the many struggles that plague men’s sense of manhood and undermine their sense of fatherhood. Men, you are not imprudent; you are too blessed to become the foundation of the next generation before future success. This book illustrates the attitudes necessary towards your family and society. Remember, your kids become what you are to them. If you pretend to become the best you, your kids will always praise your legacy for decades to come after you.




I lost my dad at a young age; it felt desperate to become a man and a father. I didn’t even know where to start. I kept reading and learning more about parenting to attain manhood skills. The book,” BEYOND THE FATHERHOOD”, came to life as easily as that. This is an experience I have been through; hereby, I tried to write all those key skills that mapped my journey. I hope all men understand their role in society’s development. “Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.” Colossians 3:21. The quality of a father can be seen in the goals, dreams and aspirations he sets for himself and his family. “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” Ephesians 6:4. “Your kids are not heroes, but if you treat them heartily, they will turn out to be heroes, even if it is just in your own eyes.” 




This book also encourages women to support their husbands, care for their kids and be responsible for their families. “And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” It also encourages kids to be obedient to their fathers and mothers. “‘Honour your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’” Matthew 19:19. “It’s my responsibility, it’s your responsibility, and society’s first responsibility is to foster parenting to the vision of the next generation, as that’s where we are all rooted.” “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” Proverbs22:6.







  Acknowledgments




	To my father, who trained me to be a man,

	To my mother, who trained me to be a parent,

	To my brothers and my only sister, who showed me the value of a family, not just a home





“In memory of my father, NKIKO SAMSON, Hopeful as my great role model of all the time.”
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For you who are reading this book, may it help to realise your life purpose towards the next generation, and delight you to become a miraculous man!

Lovingly, 

~ANATH LEE WALES







  A Letter From the Author



Dear Reader,




Thank you for choosing Beyond the Fatherhood. In a world where countless voices compete for your attention, the fact that you are holding this book in your hands is indeed a significant achievement. It means you have chosen to pause, reflect, and seek something more profound—something that has the power to shape not only your own life but the lives of those you love.




This book is not just words on a page; it is an invitation to journey together. Inside, you will find stories, lessons, and insights that touch the very heart of what it means to be a man, a father, and a leader in today’s world. Some chapters may challenge you, others may comfort you, but each one is written to remind you that you are not alone on this path.




By opening these pages, you have already taken a courageous step toward growth, toward purpose, and toward becoming the kind of man whose influence will be remembered for generations.




So, I welcome you. Thank you for allowing this book to be part of your journey. May it inspire you, guide you, and light the way as you move beyond titles and into the true calling of fatherhood.

—-

With gratitude,

Anath Lee Wales








  
  
  Introduction

  
  




What does it really mean to be a man?




It’s a question our generation rarely asks out loud, yet one that echoes in the silent frustrations of families, the struggles of young men, and the hidden tears of children who grow up without a father’s presence. We live in an age of significant technological progress, but when it comes to manhood and Fatherhood, we face a silent poverty. Many men wear the title “father,” yet few understand the actual weight and beauty of that calling.




Beyond the Fatherhood was born out of that tension. It is not a manual of rules or a sermon to shame men—it is a roadmap, an invitation, and a challenge. Within these pages, you will discover why many families struggle, why children often crave time and attention more than gifts, and why many men feel unprepared or overlooked in their role as fathers.




But here is the good news: Fatherhood is not about perfection. It is about presence, faith, and courage. Every man, regardless of his past, can step into the extraordinary role of becoming a father—not just in name, but in influence.




As you journey through this book, you will meet fathers who shaped history and families who discovered resilience through love. You will see how culture, faith, and personal choices intersect to define what Fatherhood means today. Most importantly, you will be invited to examine your own life—your strengths, your struggles, and your legacy—and ask: Am I the person I was created to be?




This book will not simply tell you what Fatherhood is. It will show you how to live it. It will challenge you, inspire you, and, at times, unsettle you—because real growth never leaves us comfortable.




By the time you finish reading, you will understand why Fatherhood is not just about raising children, but about raising generations. You will see why strong men create strong families and why strong families, in turn, create strong societies.




So, I invite you to turn the page. Step beyond the stereotypes, beyond the excuses, beyond the Fatherhood you may have known. What lies ahead is not just information, but transformation.




Because when a man discovers his proper role as a father, he doesn’t just change his family—he changes the world.








  
  1

  
  
  A TRIBUTE TO THE HIGHLY EFFECTIVE FATHER

  
  




Our father’s profound sense of humanity undoubtedly shaped his remarkable life story. Growing up, I often saw him engrossed in books and participating in online courses. He certainly understood that self-development in intelligence would enhance the welfare of himself and the family. More often than not, my father assisted our mum with housework; he could wash the dishes, clean the house, and bathe the children, roles typically associated with women at that time. My father did not tend to be a lion in the house, but he provided a solid rationale to consider him a solution to the family’s problems. He was the type of father who was always present for his family.




My father was very different from other men. I would heartily say that, apart from the Almighty God, no other man on this earth could ever replace him; perhaps he was a blessing to the world or a living angel sent from heaven. He was the father that every perfect child could ever wish to have. Can you imagine that I have never seen Dad use drugs in his lifetime? He never slapped Mum or abused her in any form of harassment. His greatest wish was to have a happy family. He devoted time to the family, especially the children, and taught us much about our lives. He was a hardworking man, yet he never lost time for us and Mum.




Personally, my father was a teacher and an instructor who helped shape my future aspirations. He used to speak words of silence, which I couldn’t comprehend until he passed away. Every word that came from his mouth seemed to be a principle that would guide me throughout my journey towards the future. He taught me a great deal about the qualities that every man should possess. From a very young age, he educated me about what it means to take responsibilities as a man; he showed me how to hold a family together, creating a legendary life story that everyone would recount. Dad encouraged the entire family towards Christianity. We could never miss a Sunday without going to church. Together with mum, they taught us to read the Bible and live by God from childhood. We all knew that “the fear of God and obeying Jesus is the beginning of all wisdom.” In fact, from what our parents taught us, we were encouraged to be socially aware and to excel at school because we understood that children of God must always be successors.




My father taught me that the significant importance of work comes before one’s self-development, whether in physical fitness or mental intelligence. He encouraged me to do a few things on my own from the age of three or four. Dad and Mum began teaching me household tasks and training me to be responsible. I learned about the concept of family at a very young age, and thereby grew up understanding that caring for and supporting my family is my foremost responsibility in life.




Dad was a first aider and coordinator at the National Red Cross agency. He loved his work, and his miraculous sense of humour meant he never neglected his profession as a first aider. He was passionate about humanitarian activities. He did not do it merely for money; his primary wish was to create a new world where first aid and health were a natural part of human existence. He hoped people could live in peace and harmony, free from conflicts and wars. He also passed on his skills to me. He used to give me first aid books to read and trained me and my siblings in the principles of first aid. First aid is like another world, but healthier than the current one! In some people’s minds, I seemed to be a doctor, although I only knew a few first aid principles.




Dad was “a man of all seasons” and lived with integrity. Throughout the years, he had numerous opportunities to train people in first aid, which he considered both a great privilege and a responsibility. Our father never taught anything without first striving to live it. Dad adored our mum and maintained a remarkable relationship with her throughout his life. It was a dreadful mistake to forget our mother’s birthday celebration. We will always be grateful for such a wonderful father and a “papa”, as we used to call him at home. His legacy now lives on within us, and his lifestyle has influenced us to live with integrity, contribute to making a difference in the world, and cultivate greatness within ourselves.




Dads like mine are always remarkable in society, and their legends never grow old; they hold a special place in the minds and hearts of those whom they undoubtedly influenced throughout their lives. “Let all men live their lives by writing a legendary book that everyone will like to read after this moment.”








  
  2

  
  
  FATHERHOOD AT MY CHILDHOOD!

  
  




I accidentally laid my hands on fatherhood back in August 2018 when my dad passed away. After that, I learnt more about that arduous new journey and experienced fatherhood as I became a dad to my little siblings!




I remember that dark afternoon when I was home from school, about 3 pm. It was unfortunate to see my father sick and very weak, as I couldn’t have expected it. I greeted him, nearly to cry, but the very first thing he told me was,” My son, you have to be responsible and never get away from your family throughout your whole lifetime.” “Take care of your family, always be there and fight for them till your last breath.” At that moment, I couldn’t understand what he meant. I came to realise what he meant some days after his death! That definition of a real man is needed for society and the family.




Losing my dad at a very young age was a challenging life experience. It requires a great mind like mine to handle the situation and rebuild the family’s welfare. It was not too late when I began to do what my dad had told me. I went back to school and faced living alone without my family; I was depressed by thinking of them most of the time. I was afraid of the family situation; I realised that Mom needed someone beside her to help manage the situation. Dad was nowhere to be seen again, so that person was me. I then made the right decision and came back home, and I was strongly stressed and depressed. My mind then turned back to the last words of my father. Indeed, I had to make the right decision and make a real sacrifice as a man for the sake of the family’s welfare. My mother needed someone to comfort her, and my siblings were so young that they still needed a father in their lives. No one else was there for my family; I only realised that I was responsible for caring for them. I had to leave school, but I never neglected it because I knew it was the sacrifice I owed as a man of my family, which I loved so much.




Life went on as days came, but my life was nagging. Things were becoming worse every day. When you are the only head and hand in the family, sometimes sleep becomes a dream of your future! I started sleeping four hours or less each day and continuously lost weight. That was a real sign that I was working harder than my physical ability. Though it was not easy, I never gave up on my family. I knew that self-awareness, self-confidence, and a high sense of risk and responsibility were the attitudes I needed to become the family’s problem solver.




I always say, “Hope is everything.” With the Hope that my life would continue, I rarely attended day school, where I studied in the evenings. I was studying as a private candidate, and getting school fees and tickets was difficult. Thanks to Almighty God, who was with me, I completed my high school studies. Indeed, with God, “tough times never last long, but tough people only do.”




At that time, when my father passed away, I didn’t even have a high school degree! Getting a job was a nightmare, and I had no idea where to find employment. I had many business projects in mind, but I had nowhere to get capital. I then sat down and thought again; I asked myself,” What can I do?” The answer was,” The only thing I can easily do is read”. Reading was not a business that could generate income, but I dedicated my time to reading as many books as possible! Although Reading was not a profitable venture, it contributed to my mental development, and all I needed to earn money was to enhance my intellectual skills.




Reading has enabled me to become an intellectual problem solver in my life situation. Reading did build a long route to my journey of writing and becoming an author, such that I published my first book,” YOUR LIFE CAN BE CHANGED”, in the first year after my father’s death. It was an outstanding achievement, but many people didn’t understand my career. Sometimes, people told me,” I couldn’t write while I had not even studied literature in college!” At that time, I could say to them,” Reading is my hobby, and writing is my talent. So, becoming an author must be my career.” “If anybody tells you there is a rule, break it, that’s the only thing that makes things move forward.” — Hans Zimmer. Many people told me I was not in the right place, but I never understood them. What they said from their minds was their life principle, and life doesn’t have any formula written anywhere for everyone to follow. Of course, I had to learn from them, but I never copied them. I had to build my destiny; I thought that was the only thing that would develop my success.




After losing my father, though I was still young, I had to become a father too. I just had to stand in my father’s space. To achieve that, I had to change my thoughts about my siblings. I had to accept my siblings as my kids wholeheartedly. Mom also needed someone to comfort her and foster her Hope for future success. My siblings required someone to be there for them and needed a father. It was not easy for my siblings to lose a parent in their entire lives. You know, a father is a growth foundation in the life of any human being; it can be either physical body growth or the mental and intellectual life.
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Fatherhood is the state or responsibility of being a father. Here, I will be talking about the overall qualities of a perfect father. Here, I will discuss the overall attributes of an ideal father. The father’s position and authority as the head of the family are expressly assumed and sanctioned in scripture as a likeness of the Almighty over his creatures. The father’s blessing was regarded as a particular benefit, but his malediction caused unique injury to those it fell upon. And so, also, a parent’s sin was held to affect, in some instances, the welfare of his descendants. The command to honour parents is noticed by St. Paul as the only one of the Decalogue which bore a distinct promise, and disrespect towards them was condemned by the law as one of the worst crimes. The various uses of the term “father” in the scripture are due to this well-recognised theory of parental authority and supremacy.




As in the Romans, the father in the Hebrew family had supreme rights over his children, could dispose of his daughter in marriage, arrange his son’s marriage and sacrifice for his children in hard times. Respect, reverence, and affection for fathers have been most tenderly and sternly prescribed from the earliest times. An asymmetrical and beautiful picture of the duties and character of the ideal human father may be built up from the Old Testament, with added and enlarged touches from the New Testament. He loves, commands, instructs, guides, encourages, warms, trains, rebukes, nourishes, restrains, promises, chastens, delights in his son and his son’s wisdom, and is deeply pained by his folly. He is considerate of his children’s needs and requests, thoughtful of their burdens, and considered the last human friend to desert the child.




Israelite reveals that the father was too diligent in instructing his children in the ways and words of the Lord for their spiritual development and well-being. This allows us to train a child in how he should go; when he is old, he will not turn from it. “To train” indicates the first instruction parents give children in their early education. The training is designed to make the manner of life they are intended for clear to children. Initiating a child’s early education in this manner is of great importance.




The Christian father is an instrument in God’s hands. The entire process of instruction and discipline must be that which God commands and administers, so that His authority is brought into constant and immediate contact with the minds, hearts, and consciences of children. The human father should never present himself as the ultimate authority to determine truth and duty. Only by making God the teacher and ruler, on whose authority everything is done, can the goals of education be attained.




Martin Luther King said, “Keep an apple beside the rod to give the child when he does well.” Discipline must be exercised with watchful care and constant training with much prayer. Chastening, discipline, counsel by the word of God, and giving both reproof and encouragement are at the core of “admonition.” The instruction proceeds from the Lord, is learned in the school of Christian experience, and is administered by the parents, primarily the father, but also, under his direction, the mother. Christian discipline is needed to enable children to grow up with a reverence for God, respect for parental authority, knowledge of Christian standards, and habits of self-control.




Father is derived from the Latin word pater, meaning a man who has engendered a child, a male parent, or a person responsible for protecting, caring for, and raising a child. This is a piece of considerable knowledge about the transition to parenthood, which occurs during pregnancy and the birth of a child. Participating in childhood education classes supports pregnant women. It enhances men’s knowledge of pregnancy and childbirth, increases their understanding of the father’s role, and elevates their self-confidence and self-esteem relative to parental roles.




The next phase of fathering, infancy, is a well-researched topic. Mothers are more involved in caregiving than fathers, but in common myths, fathers are competent caregivers even with infants; fathers spend more time in play, whereas mothers tend to divide their time equally between caregiving and play. The styles of the game differ for mothers and fathers. Fathers’ play is more arousing and unpredictable than mothers, who are more verbal and didactic and use toys in their play interactions. Despite these stylistic differences, infants form attachments to both their father and mother.




There is less knowledge about fathers and their school-age children. Mothers continue to spend more time with children than fathers. However, when both parents and the child are together, the interactions initiated by mothers and fathers occur with the same frequency. Studies of Australian school-age children have found that a greater proportion of fathers’ time is spent playfully, whereas mothers’ time is more often spent on caregiving. Moreover, fathers participate in instrumental activities, such as scouting and sports, more frequently with their sons than with their daughters. Relationships with daughters during this period are often less close, ostensibly because of the increased difficulties men have identifying with the unique needs of their daughters.




Parents of both sexes spend less time with their children during adolescence than they do during earlier developmental periods. Moreover, adolescents spend less time with their fathers than with their mothers. This is qualified by the child’s gender, with their same-sex parent than their opposite-sex parent. Additionally, adolescents are likely to spend more of their free time with fathers and more work and organised leisure time with mothers. During the adolescence phase of the family cycle, the essence of the father-child relationship centres around identity issues in which adolescents struggle with the difficulties of their emergent identity.




There is no question that fathers may play an essential role in their children’s lives; the majority of studies show that an involved father can play a crucial role, particularly in the cognitive, behavioural and general health and well-being areas of a child’s life; having a positive male role model helps an adolescent boy develop positive gender-role characteristics; adolescents girls are more likely to form positive opinions of men and are better able to relate to them when parented by an involved father; it is generally accepted, under most circumstances, that a father’s presence and involvement can as crucial to a child’s healthy development as mother’s; and experiencing validation of their importance In the general parenting literature has made fathers much more conscious of their value, which, in return, leads to their greater desire to be involved.




Fatherhood is a social institution that encompasses the rights, duties, responsibilities, and statuses associated with being a father. A useful distinction is made between father, fathering, and fatherhood. The first refers to the connection between a child and a particular man (biological or social). The second relates to behaviour, the actual practices of ‘‘doing’’ parenting. The third refers to more general ideologies and public meanings associated with being a father.




Fatherhood research is conducted in several academic disciplines, and commentaries on fatherhood have also become commonplace outside academia in literature and nonfiction. Within the social sciences, researchers working from a developmental perspective use quantitative techniques to explore the effect of paternal influence and father-child relationships on the well-being of children and fathers. Statistical methods applied to survey material are also used to develop cause-and-effect linkages between men’s structural positions and their fathering behaviour. Qualitative approaches, often associated with a symbolic interactionist perspective, are adopted by scholars interested in exploring individuals’ perceptions and experiences of diverse forms of fatherhood. Poststructuralists examine discourses of fatherhood through the use of images of fatherhood in policy documents and popular media. Apparent discrepancies between representations of fatherhood and fathering behaviour mean that exploring the alleged gulf between the ‘culture’ and ‘conduct’ of fatherhood has become a significant focus for scholarly attention.




The breadth and depth of research on fatherhood have developed exponentially since the 1970s. Debates about women’s roles in society that emerged at this time stimulated a complementary interest in exploring masculinity. Women’s increasing participation in the labour market intensified the discussion about the construction of motherhood. It led to an awareness of the relative lack of comment about men’s roles in the family. Thus, fatherhood research gained attention to balance family research, which had been dominated by analyses of motherhood. Justification for the significance of fatherhood as a research topic in its own right drew on psychological evidence, which emphasised the importance of fathers for children’s successful emotional and educational development.




The changing nature of fatherhood is a consistent theme in research. The stereotypical image of Victorian fatherhood as strict and detached has been frequently adopted as a basis for comparison with contemporary ideas. The emergence of scholarship on fatherhood in the 1970s sometimes led to the impression that a fundamentally different kind of fatherhood began during this period. A simplistic historical pattern describes the father as transitioning from the roles of moral guardian, disciplinarian, and educator to that of a single financial provider, to the modern version of nurturing involvement. However, more nuanced accounts have challenged this narrative by drawing attention, for example, to emotional responses to parenthood in men’s lives in earlier periods. It is now widely accepted that a linear progression does not easily t onto historical reality or adequately indicate the complexity of fatherhood.




While there is general agreement that the meanings of fatherhood have changed, there is less consensus over the extent of the change and the nature of modern fatherhood. A key question is the degree to which being the financial provider remains a significant aspect of fatherhood. Those who claim the ideology of breadwinner/rice winner has been replaced with the nurturing father model suggest that men increasingly prioritise the quality of the father-child relationship and childcare. Given women’s higher levels of participation in the labour market throughout the life course and the rise of dual-income households, providing financial support for family life can no longer be described as the preserve of the male parent. On the other hand, two-parent households continue to be a more significant proportion of the family income than single-parent households. The continuing expectation that men will provide for their families exemplifies the standard legal requirement that a father continue to be financially responsible for his children after divorce or separation.




Another focus is describing the components of ‘‘new’’ fatherhood. One characteristic is the development of an emotional relationship between father and child, but there is an increased emphasis on ‘‘caring for’’ in addition to ‘‘caring about.’’ The words ‘‘nurturing’’ and ‘‘involved’’ are frequently invoked to capture this aspect of modern fatherhood. Nurturing is often applied to mothers and can be conceptualised as encompassing day-to-day care within the private sphere and focusing on child development. Its application to men suggests a growing similarity between the roles of mothers and fathers. Involvement is a broad term that has been the subject of further qualification.




Regarding childcare, three aspects have been restricted: engagement, accessibility, and responsibility. These refer to interaction with a child through care or play, availability for interaction, and taking on the planning and forward thinking around children. Some authors have commented that providing money should be recognised as a form of involvement. However, this suggests that involved fatherhood is a counter to negligent or absent fatherhood rather than to ‘‘traditional’’ fatherhood.




There is an awareness of fatherhood in political and policy arenas, reflecting and encouraging academic discussion. Concern over deadbeat dads (US) or feckless fathers (UK) is mainly associated with the absence of financial support for families, but also the potential impact of the lack of male role models and paternal influence over children’s lives. This has been characterised as the problem of ‘‘fatherless families’’ and has prompted right-wing authors to support a return to traditional family values and the male breadwinner model. An alternative explanation for fathers’ absence from families is that they are undervalued and discriminated against in society. Many of the expanding fathers’ rights groups focus on the legal position of fathers concerning issues such as the right of fathers to insist on or veto abortions and, perhaps most notably, custody access post-divorce. Structural, especially workplace, constraints have also been noted as influential in men’s frustrated attempts to be ‘‘good dads.’’ Authors interested in this position concentrate on extending parental rights to fathers, such as paternity leave and access to reduced working hours. From a feminist perspective, an increased role for men concerning childcare seems essential to move towards gender equality. Still, there is scepticism over whether an extension of rights by employers and states will lead to a wholesale transformation. 




Recognition of the heterogeneity of fathers’ social situations and relationships with their children has been an essential development in fatherhood studies. Until recently, fatherhood, unlike motherhood, has not been a proven biological fact. Instead, fatherhood was confirmed indirectly through a man’s relationship with the mother of a child. The significance of biological fatherhood has increased with the advent of DNA testing and the ability to identify genetic parents. Perhaps paradoxically, social fatherhood without biological ties is also gaining more attention. Increasing divorce and remarriage rates have led to more men entering fatherhood through either formal or informal adoptive and step relationships. Variations in the experiences and ideals of fatherhood due to differences in residency, age, class, sexuality, and ethnicity are also increasingly the subject of study.




Further research can be expected to explore these terrains to develop a fuller picture of fatherhood. The future aim will be to establish the sociology of fatherhood as a distinct area of study within the social sciences, albeit one that draws strongly on interdisciplinary perspectives.
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