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Introduction:

A Hidden City within a City

When you think of the United States Capitol, a vision of the majestic dome that overlooks the sprawling National Mall probably comes to mind. It might just be one of the most famous man-made landmarks in the country. But there is so much more to the Capitol than meets the eye. And while this book isn’t trying to be a comprehensive history of change on the Hill, what I hope is that my accounts will inspire you to learn more. So that when you take a closer look, you will see that the Senate and House are separate small “towns,” and that the Capitol is like a city itself.

From the moment George Washington laid the cornerstone of the building on September 18, 1793, the Capitol became the most lasting symbol of the hopes, dreams, frustrations, and disappointments of the American people. It’s a reflection of who we are. Our country is relatively young—President Joseph Biden’s inauguration in January 2021 was only the fifty-ninth ever, and 2026 will mark the country’s 250th anniversary. But it is the oldest democracy in the world, and the Capitol is the physical home of the legislative branch of our government—the branch that makes the laws that help this country function.


What are the three branches of government?

The legislative branch refers to Congress, the branch of government that makes laws. It is the first branch mentioned in Article I of the Constitution.

The executive branch is made up of the president, vice president, cabinet, and most federal agencies that enact the laws passed by Congress. This branch is described in Article II.

The judicial branch refers to the Supreme Court and other courts. It is described in Article III.

The Constitution creates these divisions so that one branch will not have any more power than another.




BEHIND THE SCENES

Inside the Capitol, there is a hidden universe. Today, five House office buildings and three Senate office buildings are the offices for 435 representatives and 100 senators. There are an astounding ten thousand staffers as well! The Architect of the Capitol (AOC) is not an architect at all but more like a superintendent or manager for the whole complex, which includes three Library of Congress buildings, the Botanic Garden, the Capitol Visitor Center, the Supreme Court, and the Capitol.

It is essentially its own world! The Capitol even has its own police force of almost two thousand officers, ranking it among the top twenty-five biggest police departments in the United States. There are two subway lines that make it possible to go from one end of the building to the other without ever setting foot outside. And it has its own power plant to keep the lights on, as well as the internet and any other electrical needs.

The famous domed building, located on the eastern end of the National Mall, sits on top of a small hill eighty-eight feet above the Potomac River. From the west front steps, there is a sweeping westward view across the Reflecting Pool to the Washington Monument, 1.4 miles away. The Lincoln Memorial, which is the most visited site on the mall, is 2.2 miles away. The Capitol building has a central ceremonial rotunda and two separate wings. On either side of the big white dome is the Senate and the House of Representatives, where lawmakers sent to Washington by voters across the country gather to debate national policy and create new laws.
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Aerial view of the National Mall, with the U.S. Capitol in the foreground and the Washington Monument in the distance

The Capitol complex is more than 1.5 million square feet and has more than six hundred rooms. There are miles and miles of hallways, both aboveground and underground. There was a longtime deli in the neighborhood, called Roland’s, where members of Congress used to grab lunch, and a convenience store nearby. Roland’s closed in 2021, but it was a place where members would often run into each other since the 1960s. It was open late at night when a lot of other delis were closed.


DID YOU KNOW?

The Capitol complex has 18.4 million square feet of facilities. And about five million people visit the complex every year!



WHO WORKS IN CONGRESS?

There are a total of 535 members of Congress. Each of the fifty states has two senators who serve six-year terms with no term limits, which means a member of the Senate can be in office as many times as they are reelected. To serve in the Senate, you must be thirty years old and have been a U.S. citizen for at least nine years. The House of Representatives is much larger and has 435 representatives serving districts in each state. Representatives are in office for two years and they also do not face term limits. To be a member of the House, you must be at least twenty-five years old and have been a U.S. citizen for at least seven years.
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LEADERSHIP

There are many leaders within both the House of Representatives and the Senate, and each leader has a specific job to help Congress run smoothly. Here are the different titles for the leadership in each group.

[image: ] IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES [image: ]


DID YOU KNOW?

The number of members each state has in the House of Representatives depends on the state’s population. For example, Vermont and Delaware have one representative each, while California has more than fifty!



Speaker of the House

After the vice president, the Speaker of the House is the person who is second in line to succeed the president if something were to happen and the president wasn’t able to serve. The Speaker is the highest-ranking person in the House of Representatives, and they decide which legislation comes to the floor.

The Speaker presides over the House, and when they are not available, a Speaker pro tempore fills in. The Speaker oversees the voting schedule in the House Chamber and coordinates the passage of legislation through Congress. They are the head of their party in the House, assign members to select committees, and recruit candidates to run for office. The Speaker has a very full plate!

Majority Leader/Minority Leader

Each party (Democrat or Republican) votes on a member to be their party leader. Since there are an odd number of representatives, the person from the party with the most members in the House is called the majority leader, and the person representing the party with fewer representatives in the House is the minority leader. The majority leader is the second highest-ranking official and manages the daily business of the House. They also communicate the priorities of their specific party, whether that be Democrat or Republican.

The minority leader is the top leader of the minority party in the House (again, that could be Democrat or Republican). They work with their party to create a strategy and to communicate what they want to get done.

Majority Whip/Minority Whip

The majority whip counts the votes and tries to unify their party (Democrat or Republican) behind major issues being discussed. The minority whip does the same, gathering support from the minority party for legislative priorities.

Assistant Speaker/Assistant Democratic Leader

The Assistant Speaker, also known as the Assistant Democratic Leader when the Democratic party is in the minority, was established in 2010 by Nancy Pelosi, who was Speaker of the House at the time. Pelosi created the position to resolve an electoral battle between two Democrats who were vying for the chance to be minority whip. One of them would become minority whip and the other would be named Assistant Democratic Leader when the party was in the minority. It was a way to expand the party’s leadership team. When members vote for this position, and some other leaderships posts, it’s required that they use an encrypted iPhone, which is given to them by the House. This is done to ensure their votes are kept confidential. They don’t have to make it known who they voted for.

Party Caucus Chair

The party caucus chair works to convey the message of the party (Democrat or Republican) to every member and their staff.
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Vice President

The vice president is also the president of the Senate. They are in charge of casting tiebreaking votes and presiding over the counting of electoral ballots cast in presidential elections. They have an office in the Capitol.

President Pro Tempore

The president pro tempore presides over the Senate when the vice president is absent. The term “pro tempore” is Latin, and it means “for the time being,” so the president pro tempore is a temporary replacement. The Constitution does not require that it be a member of the Senate, but it always has been throughout history. Since the twentieth century, the longest-serving member of the majority party has usually been elected to the position. They can do everything the vice president can do except cast tiebreaking votes.

Party Leader

Depending on which party is in power (Democrat or Republican), one leader represents the majority and one represents the minority. Party leaders are the spokespeople for what their party stands for. The majority leader schedules which legislation is brought to the floor. The party leaders sit front and center in the Senate Chamber, and they are very involved in what is happening on the Senate floor.

Whip/Majority Whip

Whips are responsible for rounding up votes. Sometimes whips fill in for the majority or minority leaders. They are supposed to “count heads,” which means making sure that people in their party are voting the way leadership expects them to.


FUN FACT

The term “whip” comes from fox hunting. “Whipper-in” is a member of a fox hunting team responsible for keeping the dogs from getting distracted and running away during a chase.



    

THE STAFF

Just like the staff at the White House, who devote their careers to creating a sense of privacy for the first family, the Capitol Hill staff work very hard to provide a place to escape for members of Congress.

But in addition to those who work within the Capitol, there is also a tremendous amount of upkeep that goes into maintaining the building. The people who work behind the scenes to take care of the Capitol building and its grounds are dedicated to preserving and maintaining the historic buildings that fall under the purview of the Architect of the Capitol. More than two thousand people work for the AOC in jobs that include groundskeepers and engineers. Since 1793, the AOC has maintained the 18.4 million square feet of facilities, including the Supreme Court and the Library of Congress, thousands of works of art, and 570 acres of grounds. And sometimes, the job of keeping the Capitol maintained is a dirty one. For example, so many bird droppings land on the massive complex that every spring and fall, the Washington fire department comes to hose it down. And every four years, the building is painted, which means that on some of the oldest sections of the Capitol, there are dozens and dozens of coats of paint!

Many immigrants from all over the world have served on the Hill in different jobs. The United States is a nation of immigrants, a country that has sought to embody the inspirational words written on the Statue of Liberty by poet and activist Emma Lazarus: “Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free.” And to the people who work on Capitol Hill, there is nothing more important than keeping it looking as majestic as it did when it was first built.

FINAL THOUGHTS

This book will shine a light on one of the country’s most important buildings and all the people who dedicate their lives to working in and maintaining it. For this is not only a job to them but also a role in preserving our democracy. Many of them have traveled a long way in order to be part of this country’s profound history.
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Places




    [image: ]

Where It All Began . . .

After the Revolutionary War, which was fought from 1775 to 1783, when the United States won independence from Great Britain, the business of setting up a new kind of government was at hand. In 1776, John Adams, who later became the country’s second president, wrote in his essay “Thoughts on Government”:

As good government, is an empire of laws, how shall your laws be made? In a large society, inhabiting an extensive country, it is impossible that the whole should assemble, to make laws: The first necessary step then, is, to depute power from the many, to a few of the most wise and good.

Essentially, John Adams was saying that the government needs a small number of representatives for the many citizens of the United States. Members of Congress are voted into office by the people, and their job is to represent the interests of the people in their state, not just those who voted for them.

And for a law to be passed, members of the House and the Senate must agree. In order to get legislation enacted, senators and representatives must learn to compromise. Without that, nothing can be accomplished. Many people complain about how long it takes for things to get done, but compromise can be very difficult.

So, in the late 1700s, a decision needed to be made. Where should the center of democracy sit? But exactly where the capital city should be located was a hot topic among the founding fathers. There was fierce competition between Philadelphia and New York, but in the end, Washington, D.C., won out.


DID YOU KNOW?

Congress was established by the Constitution, and the First Congress met between 1789 and 1791. Before the Constitution was ratified in 1788, however, the Continental Congress and the Congress of the Confederation, acting as the effective national government during the Revolution, met in various places, including Annapolis, Maryland; and Trenton, New Jersey. Once the Constitution was officially accepted as the written charter of government, representatives gathered in New York City’s Federal Hall, and then they moved to Congress Hall in Philadelphia. Congress’s first two years were especially important. Members were establishing the new system of a democratic republic, where voters (at the time the right to vote was severely restricted and only wealthy white men who owned property had any power) decide on issues through their elected representatives. The first Congress passed the Bill of Rights and inaugurated the first president. Congress met in Philadelphia’s Congress Hall from 1790 to 1800 and then they moved to the newly built Capitol in Washington, D.C.
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DIFFERENT LOCATIONS FOR THE CAPITAL, 1781–1800

March 1, 1781, to June 21, 1783:

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—State House (now Independence Hall)

June 30, 1783, to November 4, 1783:

Princeton, New Jersey—Nassau Hall

November 26, 1783, to August 19, 1784:

Annapolis, Maryland—State House

November 1, 1784, to December 24, 1784:

Trenton, New Jersey—French Arms Tavern

January 11, 1785, to Autumn 1788:

New York, New York—Fraunces Tavern

March 4, 1789, to August 12, 1790:

New York, New York—Federal Hall

December 6, 1790, to May 14, 1800:

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—Congress Hall

November 17, 1800:

Washington, D.C.—U.S. Capitol

    

The path to choose Washington, D.C., as the capital seems inevitable now. It was clear that where it sits on the map had a lot of things going for it. Unlike Philadelphia and New York, Washington’s exact location was handpicked by President George Washington. It was close to his Mount Vernon home, and it was also in the middle of the east coast of the country, with easy access to the Potomac and the Anacostia Rivers. It was a convenient trading hub and easy to defend.

George Washington understood the importance of selecting a place that would unite the North and the South, as well as the East and the West. He was elected president in 1789 (though the election was far from inclusive, since he was unanimously elected with only sixty-nine electoral votes, long before the rules of modern-day elections were established), and he had to decide how the presidency should work. There were no examples to follow—George Washington was the first! “I walk on untrodden ground,” he often said.

Then, in 1790, Washington, D.C., was officially established by Congress, who enacted the Residence Act. Although it seemed to be an ideal place, there were downsides too. It was muggy, undeveloped swampland. So, Philadelphia was set up as the temporary capital while Washington was being built from the ground up.


DID YOU KNOW?

When politicians say they want to “drain the swamp,” they are referring to kicking people out of office who they don’t agree with, people who they think don’t do their jobs. The phrase refers to the swampland that Washington, D.C., was built on.



THE CAPITOL DESIGN

Once the location was decided, the first architect was hired to design the Capitol. But he was not even a trained architect! So how was he chosen?

President George Washington and his secretary of state, Thomas Jefferson, hatched an innovative plan: they created a competition for the best design for the Capitol complex. The winner of the competition would receive $500, an enormous amount of money at the time, and the second-place winner would take home $250. Washington and Jefferson had some specific requirements as well: the complex should be made of brick and must have plenty of space, including a conference room and a room for representatives, with both rooms able to hold three hundred people each; a lobby; a Senate room with its own lobby; and twelve smaller committee rooms. In 1792, advertisements detailing the search were placed in the newspaper, making it the first government-sponsored competition of its kind.

[image: ]

Announcement of Capitol Design Competition. Dunlap’s American Daily Advertiser (Philadelphia), March 24, 1792.


DID YOU KNOW?

A similar contest to design the White House (which was then called the President’s House) led to a much quicker decision. Irish-born James Hoban’s design won easily. The Capitol was a longer process because there were a lot of people to accommodate, and no designs won out immediately. The Capitol building would have to be incredible. The structure needed to be both a landmark in the new capital city as well as a symbol of democracy along the banks of the Potomac River. It was going to be the centerpiece of the city and the physical embodiment of America and its new form of government. The founders wanted it to rival the beauty of European capitals. Washington and Jefferson were disappointed with the early entries until they came upon one from more than a thousand miles away, designed by someone with no formal architectural training. On top of that, the plans were submitted six months past deadline! In 1792, William Thornton was a thirty-three-year-old doctor exploring his passion for architecture when he decided to sketch his vision for the Capitol from his home on the Caribbean island of Tortola.
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William Thornton, 1804


DID YOU KNOW?

Tortola is now part of the British Virgin Islands. When Thornton was growing up as the son of wealthy planters, he saw that his family fortune was made by enslaving people to grow indigo, tobacco, cotton, and sugar on the twelve-mile-long island. Thornton tried without success to convince his family to release the enslaved people working on the plantation.



Thornton’s neoclassical design was inspired by Greek and Roman architecture, and it was massive. Three and a half times larger than Philadelphia’s Independence Hall! Washington loved the grand yet simple design with a domed rotunda in the center flanked by wings for the Senate and the House of Representatives. It was as majestic as any government building in Paris or London—those who doubted whether democracy could survive would now be in awe of the grand building that would become its symbol.

Washington, Jefferson, and the commissioners selected to survey the site and oversee the building’s design accepted Thornton’s plans in 1793, and he received the $500 prize. In 1788, Thornton became an American citizen, and shortly after that he moved to Washington. George Washington laid the cornerstone of the Capitol as ceremonial guns were fired in celebration. A local newspaper described the theatrical ceremony, which included “music playing, drums beating, colors flying, and spectators rejoicing.” The new country finally had its seat of government.


DID YOU KNOW?

The spot where the Capitol was built was called Jenkins Hill before Jefferson coined the name “Capitol Hill,” after ancient Rome’s Capitoline Hill, which housed the Jupiter Optimus Maximus temple. George Washington was good friends with Pierre Charles L’Enfant, a Frenchman who had left his country to come to America to fight in the Revolutionary War. Washington appointed him to design the city of Washington, D.C. But L’Enfant’s vision of grand avenues and public squares, designed using a grid system of wide boulevards named after states, similar to his home city of Paris, took a lot of time to be realized. As L’Enfant said, the “wilderness” (referring to the swamp-like land) must be transformed into a city befitting the hopeful and vast new country. L’Enfant called the subtle slope, which is about eighty feet high in the center of Washington, D.C., “a pedestal waiting for a monument.”
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Facsimile of 1791 L’Enfant Plan of Washington from national archives


DID YOU KNOW?

George Washington was the only president inaugurated in two cities—and Washington, D.C., was not one of them! He was first inaugurated in New York City at Federal Hall in 1789, and his second inauguration, in 1793, was held in Philadelphia’s Congress Hall.
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The unfinished Capitol, June 28, 1863

WHO BUILT THE CAPITOL?

There is no way to tell the story of the building of the Capitol without recognizing the people who were forced to build it. The Capitol is a symbol of liberty—of freedom—for many Americans, but it was actually built by enslaved people who were deprived of the most basic liberties the building represented. The federal government paid plantation owners to use their enslaved workers, and the enslavers kept the money. The government provided housing and food rations for all the laborers. The hypocrisy of enslaving people to build a symbol of freedom infuriated abolitionists. Julian Niemcewicz, a Polish writer who visited Washington, D.C., in the 1790s, was overcome with sadness by what he saw:

I have seen [slaves] in large numbers and I was very glad that these poor unfortunates earned eight to ten dollars per week. My joy was not long lived: I am told that they were not working for themselves; their masters hire them out and retain all the money for themselves. What humanity! What a country of liberty.

Construction began in August 1793, and although Thornton said that he was against slavery, it was enslaved people and free laborers who brought his design to life. It is unknown whether he voiced disapproval.

At least two hundred known enslaved laborers built the Capitol and the nearby White House. They did the backbreaking work of excavating the Aquia Creek sandstone from a Virginia quarry, which was then used for the exterior facade and interior design of the Capitol. The sandstone was so heavy that it had to be brought up the Potomac River to the Capitol by ferry. Enslaved laborers worked as carpenters and painters, and their work was exhausting, lasting six days a week and requiring knowledge and skill. They worked through the searing heat and humid summers and bitter-cold winters of Washington, D.C. They slept in huts near the construction site and many of them got sick.


DID YOU KNOW?

Philip Reid was an enslaved man who was a sculptor’s apprentice. Reid had been born into slavery and purchased in Charleston, South Carolina, for $700. He worked on the bronze Statue of Freedom sculpture that sits at the top of the Capitol dome. The nineteen-and-a-half-foot statue of a woman arrived in a fifteen-thousand-pound plaster cast from Italy. Reid was key to the process of casting it in bronze because he figured out a way to disassemble the plaster model so that it could be moved from the Capitol to a workshop where it could be cast in bronze.

Slavery was abolished in Washington, D.C., on April 16, 1862. Reid was forty-two years old when he could finally be free, though there were still legal limitations on his freedom, including not having the right to vote. A year later, the Statue of Freedom was unveiled on top of the dome.



In 2012, the Capitol Visitor Center added a marker in Emancipation Hall with a block of Aquia Creek sandstone and the following message, which pays tribute to the enslaved laborers: “This sandstone was originally part of the United States Capitol’s East Front, constructed in 1824–1826. It was quarried by laborers including enslaved African Americans and commemorates their important role in building the Capitol.”
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Statue of Freedom
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Marker commemorating enslaved laborers


DID YOU KNOW?

On August 24, 1814, during the War of 1812, the British marched into Washington and set fire to the Capitol building. The British chose to invade Washington because of its symbolic importance, its easy access from the sea, and the inexperienced American troops attempting to defend it. A painting by Paul de Rapin depicts this:
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WHAT ABOUT THE COURTS?

Even once Congress was officially meeting in Washington, other major parts of the government were in a state of flux. In addition to the House and the Senate, the third branch of the government, the judicial branch, was also housed in the Capitol complex, until the court received its own building in 1935. There was no provision made for a Supreme Court building, and within the Capitol, the location changed a half dozen times! Between 1801 and 1809, justices met in a modest committee room. From 1810 until 1860, they met in a grander semicircular room with vaulted ceilings now known as the Old Supreme Court Chamber. In 1860, they had to move upstairs into yet another room in the Senate.
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Old Supreme Court Chamber


FUN FACT

Before the Supreme Court justices moved into the Capitol, they met wherever the U.S. Capitol happened to be at the time, from the Merchants Exchange Building in New York City to Independence Hall in Philadelphia.



Then, in 1935, the Supreme Court finally got its own building, an incredible 146 years after it began. The Old Supreme Court Chamber inside the Capitol was not treated with much respect; it actually sat vacant in the 1960s up until 1975, when it was finally restored.


DID YOU KNOW?

The Capitol served as a hospital during the Civil War. On August 31, 1862, the headquarters of the Military District of Washington issued Special Order 177, turning the Capitol into a hospital after a battle. The Union had suffered 16,000 causalities and needed somewhere to take care of injured Union soldiers. If you had walked through the Rotunda, you would have seen hundreds of soldiers; it is estimated between 1,100 and 1,200 sick and wounded soldiers were brought to the Capitol during the Civil War.
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Rotunda during the Civil War, 1862

WHAT MAKES UP THE CAPITOL COMPLEX TODAY?

The Capitol has grown in size and stature as the United States has flourished. Today, it is more than 1.5 million square feet, it has more than six hundred rooms, and it has many miles of hallways. It has five levels. The first floor has mostly committee rooms and space for congressional officers. The second floor has what we have come to know the Capitol for: chambers of the House of Representatives and the Senate in addition to Congress’s offices. In the center is the Rotunda. The third floor has offices and press spaces as well as a gallery where visitors can watch the House and the Senate when they are in session. Finally, the fourth floor and the basement are mostly offices and other facilities’ areas.
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U.S. Capitol map from the Visitor Center
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Map of the Capitol campus
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The Rotunda

One of the most symbolic parts of the Capitol complex is its 8.9-million-pound, 288-foot-tall cast-iron dome called the Rotunda. The Rotunda area is used for important events, like dedicating works of art or the lying in state of important political figures.

The Rotunda was not built at the time of the other parts of the Capitol complex due to lack of funds as well as a shortage of materials. When the British burned the Capitol during the War of 1812, the Rotunda’s construction was delayed; it wasn’t finished until 1824. Over the years, there has been work done on the Rotunda. It was last restored over the course of more than twenty-five years, between 1990 and 2017. The position of Architect of the Capitol—the person in charge of preserving and caring for the massive facilities, thousands of works of art, and hundreds of acres—is held for a ten-year term, so the project began with the ninth Architect of the Capitol and was continued by the tenth. The restoration was finally completed by the eleventh Architect of the Capitol, but it will need to be restored again and again.
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Capitol Rotunda


DID YOU KNOW?

Government officials or military officers “lie in state” and private citizens “lie in honor.” After they pass away, their bodies are brought to the Rotunda and members of the public can come and pay their respects. Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg was the first woman to lie in state at the U.S. Capitol when she passed away in 2020. More than thirty-four men, including President Abraham Lincoln and Senator John McCain, were also given that high honor.




DID YOU KNOW?

At a House Appropriations Committee hearing to fund the most recent restoration, the architect at the time brought in a Maxwell House coffee can filled with ten pounds of rust from the dome. It was his evidence that funding was desperately needed.




FUN FACT

After a restoration project and three coats of paint—that’s 1,215 gallons!—the Capitol dome was revealed in 2016 after three years of being covered in scaffolding. The topcoat was actually called “dome white.”
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MARRIAGE AT THE CAPITOL

There have been many marriages at the Capitol, some because the couple simply loved the symbol of American democracy and others that were political statements. Some members of Congress have even gotten married on Capitol Hill, which to them is like having a wedding at the office.

A 1902 New York Times headline read: “Married on Capitol Dome: Young Couple Made Man and Wife 375 Feet Above Ground at Washington.” The groom, Andres Diaz y Pairo of Cuba, and the bride, Catherine McConochie of Canada, met in New York and decided to be married at the dome. Shortly before 1:00 p.m., they climbed to the top, hand in hand. They were accompanied by two police officers, two newspaper reporters, and a justice of the peace to marry them. It is remarkable that neither of them were U.S. citizens; they simply thought the Capitol was beautiful.

It
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The Commiffioncrs.
March 14, 1792.

%WASHINGTON,%

RE=T=%

In the Territory of Columbia.
A PREMIUM, .

OF a lot in this city, to be defignated by im-
partial judges, and 500 dollars ; or a medal of
that value, at the option of the party, will be
given by the Commiflioners of the Federal Buil-
dings, to the perfon, who, before the 15th day
of July, 1792, fhall produce to them, the moft
approved plan, if adopted by them, for a Capi-
tol to be erected in this City, and 250 dollars,
or a medal, for the plan deemed next in merit
to the one they fhalladopt. The building to
be of brick, and to contain the following ‘apart-
ments, to wit :

A conference roont ;) Sufficient to ac-
A room for the Re-% commodate 300
prefentatives ; - perfons each.
A.lobby, or antichamber to the latter ;
A Senateroom of 1200 {quare feet area;
An antichamber, or lobby to the laft;

12 rooms of 6oo fquare feet area, each, for:
committee rooms and clerk’s offices, to be of
half the elevation of the former. Drawings
wil! be expected of the ground plats, elevations
of cach front, and fections through the building
in fuch diredtions as may be neceflary to explain
the interpa! {tru&ure; and an eftimate of the
cubic feet of brick-work compofing the whole
mafs of the walls.
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_ The Commiffionerss
March 14, 1792, v

Fuf  Publifhed,
BY THOMAS DOBSON,
Book{eller, atthe Stone- Houfe,in Second-ftreet,
Philadelphia, >
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