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The following will be included in each devotional. If this is your first devotional in this series, please read. If you have other devotionals in this series, you may skip ahead to the introduction.

A devotional is a tool that aids one in their time spent in religious duties. It derives its name from the word devotion, which is love, loyalty, and enthusiasm for a person, activity, or cause. In this case, one devotes time to drawing closer to God. James 4:8 (KJV) states: “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. I write these devotionals to honor God, the One who has been a constant in my life. I write as well to leave a heritage for my children and for all that would take the time to read them. Thus, in a sense, the two greatest commandments are fulfilled as found in Matthew 22:36-40. By sharing the knowledge and wisdom God has graciously given me, I hope to encourage and impart to you something beneficial. Each devotion is thoughtful, meaning I have taken great care to show consideration for what God would have me write. Simply put, each devotion is intentional.

Throughout each devotion, I will attempt to encapsulate the meaning of the chapter and provide an application to our daily lives. I am not a theologian, nor do I have a degree in any area of the Bible. The knowledge and understanding of the Bible that I have comes from God, many individuals who have imparted their knowledge and wisdom unto me, and through much self-study. I do not take the Bible lightly. It is a treasure to be held dear and is much needed in the times that we live in.

On a final note, some devotionals cover one book, and others multiple. A devotional covering the book of Obadiah would be ten to twelve pages. That is hardly productive, nor does it make sense. I have carefully constructed the series to contain twenty-four books. Some books will be difficult to cover, but I know God will aid me in my endeavors to provide meaningful content that helps you draw closer to Him. I thank you tremendously for your investment in my work. I am even more thankful that you are taking time to spend with God and to know Him more intimately. There is no greater friend than Jesus. Enjoy each devotional and may they be as Solomon wrote in Proverbs 15:23 “...a word spoken in due season - how good is it!”
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The Bible, as it is structured, begins with Genesis. Chronologically, Genesis is also the first book, but we will view the Bible solely through its structured order to avoid any confusion. If one is interested, the Chronological Life Application Study Bible provides a timeline view of the Bible and reads as such.

Genesis opens with the story of creation. God created the world in six days and rested on the seventh. He creates the sun, the moon, the waters, and eventually the first man, Adam. He places Adam in the Garden of Eden and realizes he is alone. God creates animals and birds from the ground, but this is still not enough. He puts Adam to sleep and from him creates the first woman, Eve. A day comes when the serpent beguiles Eve, and she eats of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. She gives some to Adam, and he eats as well. Everything changes as sin enters the world.

Eve conceives and gives birth to Cain first and then Abel. Cain becomes jealous of his brother when his offering is not accepted. He murders Abel, the first of the Bible and a consequence of sin. As time passes, Noah is eventually born. He is a righteous man and the one God uses to save the human race. Alone in a desert, he begins to build an ark as instructed by God. Upon completion, Noah and his family, along with many animals, entered the ark. The earth is flooded, and everything is destroyed.

After the waters reside, Noah and his family leave the ark, and the earth eventually becomes repopulated. An effort begins to build a tower to heaven but is thwarted by God. The people are scattered abroad, and their language is confounded. Now enters Abram, the father of faith, whom God would promise his seed should be as the number of stars in the sky.

Abram was the son of Terah and one of three sons. Dwelling in Ur, God instructs Abram to leave his country. Abram responds in obedience, taking Sarai, his wife, as well as Lot, his brother’s son. The journey leads Abram to many places and ultimately Egypt due to a famine in the land. Upon returning from Egypt, Abram and Lot separate due to the number of flocks and herds they possess. Lot heads toward Sodom, and Abram dwells in Canaan.

Over time, God speaks to Abram and promises him that his descendants would be numerous. However, Sarai and Abram have no children as Sarai is barren. Sarai tells Abram to take her handmaid, Hagar, and Ishmael is born. This was not the promised son, but rather a result of man trying to do the work of God. Eventually, Isaac would be born, from whom would come Jacob and his twelve sons.

Meanwhile, Lot is dwelling in Sodom and is visited by two angels who tell Lot to leave. Lot, after hesitating, takes his family and escapes Sodom. As Sodom is being destroyed, his wife looks back and turns into a pillar of salt. His daughters, fearing there is no man for them, have an incestuous relationship with their father. From this came the Moabites and the Ammonites, two of Israel’s greatest enemies.

Isaac is born, and it is a day of rejoicing. However, that rejoicing seems short-lived. God tells Abram, now Abraham, to sacrifice his son. Without hesitation, Abraham obeys. They climb the mountain, Isaac is tied down, and Abraham raises his knife. An angel appears and tells Abraham to stop. The test of obedience and withholding nothing from God is passed. Shortly after this, Sarai, now Sarah, dies. She is buried, and the story shifts to finding a wife for Isaac.

Abraham is old and nearing death. He commissions his eldest servant to find a wife for Isaac. Waiting by a well, the servant meets Rebekah, who becomes Isaac’s wife. They marry, and shortly after this, Abraham dies. Rebekkah gives birth to twins, Esau and Jacob. Jacob, being a deceiver, gets Esau to sell his birthright. Later, when Isaac is old and his eyes dim, Jacob steals the blessing of Esau. This creates turmoil in the family, and fearing death, Jacob flees.

On his journey to Haran, Jacob has an encounter with God. The covenant made with Abraham of his seed being numerous is reaffirmed with Jacob. He continues and arrives at Laban’s, the brother of Rebekkah. Jacob agrees to work for Laban for seven years so that he may marry Rachel. He is deceived and receives Leah as his wife instead. After working another seven years, Jacob finally marries Rachel. The feuding of these sisters leads to them giving their handmaids to Jacob as well. The result is the twelve sons of Jacob and his daughter, Dinah. From the twelve sons would come the twelve tribes of Israel.

As time passed, Jacob desired to go to his own country. Laban would not give him leave, so Jacob returned to tending Laban’s flock. Through a well-constructed plan, he deceives Laban. He breeds favorable and unfavorable cattle, keeping the favorable ones for himself. After accumulating a large amount, Jacob flees with the cattle, his two wives, and his sons. Laban pursues and eventually catches up. They make a covenant with each other and part ways.

Jacob realizes it is time to make right with Esau. Before he meets with him, Jacob wrestles with God, and his name is changed to Israel. Upon meeting Esau, forgiveness and reconciliation are the result. Esau returns to Seir, and Jacob journeys to Succoth.

The story progresses with Dinah being defiled and Simeon and Levi getting retribution. Jacob journeys to Bethel and then to Ephrath, where Benjamin is born. Rachel dies in giving birth and is buried. Following her death is the passing of Isaac. The story now turns to Joseph, one of the twelve sons of Jacob (Israel).

Joseph was the favorite son, and Israel loved him more than
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