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Chapter

1

I remember very clearly when the adventure began. It
was an early summer evening in 1863. I was in my little
room at the top of the house in Hamburg where I lived
with my uncle, Professor Otto Lidenbrock.

“Axel, come here!” he shouted from downstairs.
My uncle was a teacher and expert in geology, the
study of rocks. He was also a little eccentric. I knew
from his voice that something unusual had happened,
and I hurried to his study.

“Look at this!” he said excitedly, holding up a very old
book about Icelandic history. At that moment, a small
piece of paper fell from the book. It was covered in odd
symbols. My uncle decided it was written in code. But
who wrote it? At last, he saw a name, handwritten in
the book – Arne Saknussemm.
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The professor became extremely excited. “Saknussemm
was a brilliant 16th-century scientist,” he explained. “I
think he wrote this secret message!”

We spent all day trying to understand the symbols. Even
after peering through a magnifying glass, we could not
work out the puzzle. In the end, my uncle stormed out of
the room for a long walk.

Alone in his study, I absentmindedly held up the paper
to the window. Suddenly, I saw the answer – the symbols
were actually ancient letters that had been written back
to front! It seemed to be a message from Saknussemm
about a journey to the centre of the Earth! I knew at
once that my uncle would want to attempt this journey
himself, but I couldn’t think of anything more terrifying!
I decided it was best not to tell him, for his own safety.

5








JourneytotheCentreoftheEarth/JCE_TOC.xhtml




Contents





		Chapter 1



		Chapter 2



		Chapter 3



		Chapter 4



		Chapter 5






































JourneytotheCentreoftheEarth/images/JCE_cover.jpg
—~James Mayhew

- T
-— _.-I( < '! /
S -’{’ e — -
7 _— ?* .
i : $ o ‘s e 4
3 b e
— e =y N -
=1
| ; h /

Zn














