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Alaska is a state filled with diverse attractions and activities that cater to families of all sizes and ages. From the stunning glaciers and majestic mountains to the pristine wilderness and abundant wildlife, there's no shortage of exciting adventures waiting to be explored. This book is designed to help you plan the perfect family getaway in Alaska, with a focus on destinations that offer fun, education, and lasting memories for everyone.

Inside, you'll find a curated list of more than 80 family-friendly attractions across the state, divided into regions for easy navigation. Each entry includes a brief description of the destination, along with key information such as address, phone number, hours of operation, and admission prices. We've also included age-appropriate recommendations and tips to help you make the most of your visit.

To ensure a smooth and enjoyable experience, we strongly recommend calling ahead to verify hours of operation and admission prices, as these may be subject to change. Many attractions also offer special events, discounts, or seasonal programs that you won't want to miss. Keep in mind that due to Alaska's unique climate and geography, some destinations may have limited accessibility during certain times of the year.

In addition to the main attractions, we've included a bonus section featuring 25 fun and easy-to-play road trip games that will keep your family entertained and engaged during your travels. These games are suitable for various age groups and require minimal supplies, making them perfect for any journey, whether you're driving along the scenic highways or taking a ferry through the Inside Passage.

Whether you're planning a day trip, a weekend getaway, or a longer vacation, this book is your go-to guide for family fun in Alaska. So, pack your bags, grab your sense of adventure, and get ready to create unforgettable memories with your loved ones in the Last Frontier!
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(Southwest)
Address: Mile 79 Seward Highway, Portage, AK 99587 
Phone: (907) 783-2025 
Hours: Summer (May-Sep) 8am-8pm, Winter (Oct-Apr) 10am-5pm 
Admission: Adults $17, Children (4-12) $13, Under 4 Free

The Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center (AWCC) is a non-profit organization dedicated to preserving Alaska's wildlife through conservation, research, education, and quality animal care. Located at Mile 79 of the Seward Highway in Portage, the center is a popular destination for families visiting the Southcentral region of Alaska.

Activities and Attractions:

	Animal Viewing: The center is home to a variety of Alaskan animals, including bears, moose, caribou, elk, deer, foxes, and more. Visitors can observe these animals in spacious enclosures that mimic their natural habitats.

	Educational Programs: AWCC offers educational programs for visitors of all ages. These programs provide insights into the biology, ecology, and conservation of Alaskan wildlife. Guided tours are available, offering a more in-depth learning experience.

	Keeper Talks: During the summer months, animal keepers give daily talks about the animals in their care, providing visitors with a chance to learn more about the species and their individual stories.

	Bear Encounters: From May to September, visitors can book a special "Bear Encounter" tour, which allows them to see the bears up close and learn about their behavior and habitat from an experienced keeper.

	Gift Shop: The center has a gift shop offering a variety of souvenirs, including t-shirts, stuffed animals, books, and other wildlife-related items.


Age Group Considerations:

	Young Children: The center is a great destination for families with young children. The animal viewing areas are designed to allow children to see the animals up close, and the educational programs are tailored to engage younger visitors.

	Older Children and Teenagers: Older children and teenagers can benefit from the more in-depth educational programs and keeper talks, which provide a greater understanding of Alaskan wildlife and conservation efforts.

	Adults: Adults will appreciate the scenic beauty of the center's location and the opportunity to learn about Alaska's unique wildlife and the efforts to protect it.


Amenities:

	Parking: The center has a large parking lot that can accommodate cars, RVs, and buses.

	Restrooms: Restroom facilities are available on-site.

	Picnic Areas: There are several picnic areas throughout the center where visitors can enjoy a meal or snack.

	Stroller Accessibility: The center's paths are well-maintained and stroller-friendly, making it easy for families with young children to navigate the grounds.

	Handicap Accessibility: AWCC is committed to providing an accessible experience for all visitors. The center's paths and viewing areas are designed to accommodate wheelchairs and other mobility devices.


Additional Information:

	Photography: Visitors are encouraged to bring their cameras and take photos of the animals, but flash photography is not permitted.

	Weather: The center is open year-round, but visitors should be prepared for changing weather conditions, especially during the winter months.

	Time to Visit: Most visitors spend between 1.5 to 3 hours exploring the center, depending on their level of interest and participation in educational programs.

	Stroller Rentals: The center does not offer stroller rentals, so visitors traveling with young children should plan to bring their own strollers.


Overall, the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center is an excellent destination for families looking to learn about and observe Alaska's incredible wildlife in a safe and educational setting.
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(Southwest)
Address: King Salmon, AK 99613 
Phone: (907) 246-3305 
Hours: Open year-round 
Admission: Free

Aniakchak National Monument and Preserve is a remote and rugged wilderness area located on the Alaska Peninsula. The park is known for its stunning volcanic landscape, including the Aniakchak Caldera, a six-mile-wide, 2,500-foot-deep volcanic crater.

Activities and Attractions:

	Hiking and Backpacking: Aniakchak offers challenging hiking and backpacking opportunities through its rugged, pristine wilderness. There are no maintained trails, so visitors should be experienced in backcountry navigation.

	Wildlife Viewing: The park is home to a variety of wildlife, including brown bears, caribou, moose, and wolves. Visitors may also spot various bird species, such as bald eagles and peregrine falcons.

	Fishing: The park's rivers and streams offer excellent opportunities for fishing, particularly for sockeye salmon and Dolly Varden trout.

	Scenic Flight Tours: Due to the park's remote location, many visitors choose to take scenic flight tours to explore the Aniakchak Caldera and surrounding areas.

	Volcano Exploration: The Aniakchak Caldera is a reminder of the area's volcanic past. Visitors can explore the caldera's unique geological features, including lava flows, cinder cones, and hot springs.


Age Group Considerations:

	Due to the park's remote location and rugged terrain, Aniakchak is not recommended for families with young children or those who are not experienced in wilderness travel.

	Older children and teenagers who are physically fit and have some outdoor experience may enjoy the challenge of exploring this pristine wilderness area.

	Adults with a sense of adventure and a love for untouched, remote landscapes will appreciate the unique opportunity to explore Aniakchak.


Amenities:

	There are no developed facilities or amenities within the park, including no designated campgrounds, lodges, or visitor centers.

	Visitors must be entirely self-sufficient and bring all necessary supplies, including food, water, shelter, and bear-resistant food storage containers.

	The nearest facilities, including lodging and supplies, can be found in the town of King Salmon, which serves as the gateway to the park.


Additional Information:

	Access: The park is not accessible by road. Visitors must arrange transportation by small aircraft or boat from King Salmon.

	Weather: The weather in Aniakchak can be unpredictable and change quickly. Visitors should be prepared for rain, wind, and cold temperatures, even during the summer months.

	Safety: Due to the presence of brown bears and the park's remote location, visitors should be knowledgeable about bear safety and wilderness survival techniques.

	Permits: Visitors are required to obtain a backcountry permit before entering the park. These permits are free and can be obtained from the National Park Service office in King Salmon.


Aniakchak National Monument and Preserve is a true wilderness experience, offering a unique opportunity for adventurous visitors to explore a pristine and remote volcanic landscape. However, due to its challenging nature, it may not be the best destination for families with young children or those without extensive outdoor experience.
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(Southwest)
King Salmon, AK 99613 
Phone: (907) 246-3305 
Hours: Open year-round 
Admission: $10 per person (age 15+) for 7 days

Katmai National Park and Preserve is a vast and rugged wilderness located in southern Alaska, renowned for its stunning landscapes, abundant wildlife, and world-famous brown bear viewing opportunities.

Activities and Attractions:

	Bear Viewing: Katmai is one of the best places in the world to observe brown bears in their natural habitat. The park's Brooks Camp is famous for its bear viewing platforms, where visitors can safely watch bears fishing for salmon in the Brooks River.

	Hiking and Backpacking: The park offers numerous hiking trails and backpacking opportunities, ranging from short nature walks to multi-day wilderness adventures. The Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes, a dramatic volcanic landscape formed by the 1912 eruption of Novarupta, is a popular hiking destination.

	Fishing: Katmai's rivers and streams are home to abundant salmon populations, making it a world-class destination for sport fishing. The Brooks River is particularly famous for its rainbow trout and sockeye salmon.

	Flightseeing: Given the park's vast size and remote location, flightseeing is a popular way to take in Katmai's stunning landscapes, including its rugged coastlines, glaciers, and volcanoes.

	Ranger-Led Programs: Park rangers offer a variety of educational programs, including guided walks, talks, and campfire presentations, which provide insight into the park's natural and cultural history.


Age Group Considerations:

	Families with older children can enjoy bear viewing, short hikes, and ranger-led programs. However, due to the presence of bears and the rugged nature of the park, families with young children should exercise caution and closely supervise their children.

	Teenagers and adults with a sense of adventure will appreciate the park's backpacking, fishing, and flightseeing opportunities, as well as the chance to observe brown bears in the wild.


Amenities:

	Brooks Camp: This is the park's main visitor area, featuring a campground, lodge, visitor center, and bear viewing platforms. Reservations are required for camping and lodging.

	Other Lodges: There are several other lodges located within the park, offering accommodations and guided activities. These lodges are typically accessible only by floatplane.

	Visitor Centers: In addition to the Brooks Camp Visitor Center, the park has a visitor center in King Salmon, which serves as the park's main administrative hub.

	Accessibility: Due to the park's remote location and rugged terrain, accessibility can be challenging. The Brooks Camp area has some accessible facilities, including an accessible campsite and viewing platform.


Additional Information:

	Reservations: Visitors planning to stay at Brooks Camp or any of the park's other lodges should make reservations well in advance, as space is limited.

	Wildlife Safety: Katmai is bear country, and visitors must be extremely cautious and follow all bear safety guidelines. Visitors are required to attend a bear orientation upon arrival at Brooks Camp.

	Weather: The weather in Katmai can be unpredictable and change quickly. Visitors should come prepared with warm, waterproof clothing and gear, even in the summer months.


Katmai National Park and Preserve offers a truly wild and immersive Alaskan experience, with its incredible brown bear viewing opportunities, rugged landscapes, and world-class fishing. While the park's remote location and challenging terrain may not be suitable for all families, those who make the journey will be rewarded with an unforgettable wilderness adventure.
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