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Introduction

For all its flawed simplicity, the narrative formulation of geography’s modern intellectual history as sequential and episodic is one still commonly recognized and, for the purposes of introductory learning, widely taught to undergraduate classes on geographical thought. For the seven geographical figures that feature in this, the twentieth-ninth volume of Geographers: Biobibliographical Studies, all of them men, and, more unusually, professional academics whose careers were forged in the twentieth century, it is tempting to place each of them according to this well known historiography of ideological change and succession. There is a world-leading humanistic geographer; then a quietly driven quantitative geographer; there is a pioneer of modelling approaches for medical geography, applied in the developing world; there are several regional geographers, each true to their integrationist creed, exponents of geographical generalism as well as areal specialism; and there is an experimental poststructuralist, ever questioning of conformism and conservatism. Yet, as quickly as such labels are set down in print, they begin to chafe, the individual diversity of academic lives revealing each to be too quick and easy a categorical fix. After all, strains of geographical humanism now far exceed the humanistic episode, conventionally and conveniently bracketed off to the 1970s. The holism of the regional tradition might have been its universal quality, but regional ideas took different expression when operating in Edinburgh, in Milton Keynes or in Paris. The statistical acuity and excellence of the quantitative geographer prove to have been more widely known than were his patient labours in the service of local landscape history. The poststructuralist had (at least) one previous geographical life, producing systematic explanations for processes of social transformation and urban growth in the USA. In short, matters of time, space and personality scramble too simple associations, far less a direct cross-referencing, between geographical person and geographical paradigm.

In explaining this biographical and geographical variety, it might be argued that geographers in the twentieth century experienced, and contributed to, intellectual change at a faster rate than did their predecessors in earlier centuries. Strong counter cases could undoubtedly be pitched for eighteenth or nineteenth-century geographers. Is change not always thus and so, strictly, are not different periods and different geographers incomparable? Perhaps, then, it is more accurate to say that the span of any professional career as a geographer academic (conceivably covering three or four decades, possibly more) during the twentieth century’s unprecedented expansion and activity in the national university systems of Europe and North America created a dynamic backdrop of intellectual phases and institutional action against which it is possible to date and chart an individual’s endeavours. Of these modern times, all but the earliest years still within living memory, geography now knows its own stories, and considerably better than once it did: at once mainstream and marginal, as an evolving professional discipline, and as an intellectual tradition. Even so, in the exercise of critical biographical review, it is necessary to guard against the cultural tendency, presently popular and prevailing, that would have us order and appraise individual progress as it corresponds to neat decennial segments of time. And it is proper to acknowledge, too, that research interests lack clean cut-off points, enduring through individual dedication and perseverance, long after others have judged those self-same geographical approaches, or ideological positions, to have become ‘outmoded’. As such, ‘past’ paradigms enjoy a long afterlife through the ingrained habits of a few loyalists or soloists.

Growing self-awareness of geography’s complex origins and professional existence among the geographical community has had other appreciable affects, not the least of them being a pricking of our collective need for remembrance. As readers of Geographers know well, the wish to record individuals’ scholarly contributions and professional lives is no new thing; 28 volumes previous to this one are testimony to the fact. Academia has a still longer tradition of producing festschrifts, and other essay collections written ‘in honour’ or ‘in memory’ of a respected individual, normally comprising contributions by long-time collaborators, colleagues, friends, former students, sometimes even sparring partners. Obituaries, too, have their place, although they are no longer so secure a feature in academic journals as was once the case. This much, then, is customary.

The culture of geographical remembrance has recently taken on a rawer edge with the occurrence of deaths generally regarded as premature, so leaving a palpable sense that someone’s business with geography was not yet fully done. In the case of Denis Cosgrove, Allan Pred and Leslie Hepple – the subjects of essays herein – at time of death, all were mature in career terms, though none was long in years. Since their passing, numerous tributes have appeared. Praise in memoriam has been quickly and widely reported. Published reminiscences speak volubly of each individual’s influence, breadth of learning and expansiveness of outlook. By a certain reading, the same commentaries speak of feelings of loss felt among the living and of their sorrow at missing out on anticipated or uncompleted work, or those forms of expression coming under Edward Said’s category of ‘Late Style’. Not all is lost. Curators, collaborators and co-authors acting on behalf of Cosgrove and Hepple are ensuring that posthumous publications continue to appear (in print or online). These projects bring to completion subjects’ works only part progressed and back to light those long since shelved. In similar fashion, literary executors acting on behalf of Alan Ogilvie, regional geographer, saw to it that his monograph, Europe and its Borderlands, was a resource available to other scholars. Such acts of recovery and renewal put a particular gloss on what nowadays gets called ‘closure’.

In view of the inevitable death of those professional geographers first employed in the mid-twentieth century and in relation to this set of essays in which all bar one among the seven subjects died after 2005, some significant questions are raised concerning the future of remembrance among the geographical community. Into this new landscape, unavoidably, is Geographers pitched, given that biographical studies of geographical people in the past are the sole object of our attentions. How are we to continue to conduct and comport ourselves in memoriam? Most pertinently, we memorialists might then usefully ask, of ourselves and others, when writing of the recently deceased, what language is to be employed and in the service of what kind of written statement? Is solemnity, or detachment, the appropriate tone to strike? Sometimes, perhaps. The essays here appearing on Philippe Pinchemel and Pierre George, French regional geographers both, are models of their kind, led first by a scholarly interest in the subjects. But not always. A subject’s character, and an essayist’s connection to that individual, can make room for convivial comment, collegial confession and all points in between. Allan Pred lived his life with a combination of gusto and grit that outwardly defined him, as essay subject Pred seems to demand that gentle fun be poked at his expense, along with the lyrical prose written in his praise. What, then, of sentiment and of intimacy? When colleagues come together to produce a work collaboratively, and in fond remembrance, could it ever truly be avoided? Very likely not. And so, Andrew Learmonth is recalled warmly by two who knew him best among the many who strode the same departmental corridors; similarly so the essayists who write of Denis Cosgrove and Allan Pred. Leslie Hepple becomes ‘Les’, given texture and colour such that those readers never having had occasion to meet him might yet feel touched by the words here gathered to create his likeness.

In other instances, the distance of time since death can allow for different kinds of biographical treatment, if not entirely. Certainly, the need for the biographer-author to work with courtesy, delicacy or diplomacy ought to be neither greater nor lesser in essays on geographical subjects who date from the deeper past. Without these skills, Geographers biographical essays would undoubtedly be the poorer and thinner. As notes supporting the essay on Alan Ogilvie in this volume testify, personal connections hold even across a greater span of years, while the archival work necessary for its production benefitted greatly from the access provided to privately held diaries and papers. For the compilation of the entries on Ogilvie and Learmonth, authors drew on the generous support and patience of family members closest to the subjects.

If the language deployed in the production of geographical knowledge is so very varied, it is surely appropriate that it is similarly so in the recording and remembrance of geographical lives. Since inception, essays in Geographers have held fast to a redoubtable house style, arranged according to standardized sub-headings of ‘Education, Life and Work’, ‘Scientific Ideas and Geographical Thought’ and ‘Influence and Spread of Ideas’. These categories continue to offer shape and structure to our essays. Taking up an earlier editorial invitation to experiment with format (see Introduction, Volume 26), two essayists have chosen here to break the mould, searching out their subjects – Denis Cosgrove and Allan Pred – according to different route-maps. This stylistic innovation is welcome and might be regarded as especially appropriate, since, in their own way, Cosgrove and Pred were each renowned for singular qualities of creativity and invention in their geographical prose.

A final theme connects all seven of the subjects featured here. It is that unmistakably unglamorous feature of working life in academia, namely the bureaucratic grind of administration. Largely inescapable, not always entirely rewarding, but part and parcel of employment, there are various tales here reported of university service, at departmental and faculty levels; of years spent on committees or boards, and representing geographical organizations; in the designing or restructuring of teaching curricula; and in dedicated support of fellow staff or students. Administrative tasks can, of course, encompass (or veil) all manner of institutional politicking, from the strategically important to the petty-minded. Seldom flashy, this aspect of professional geographers’ lives runs the risk of going under-reported for the very reason that it can read as so much grey, mundane stuff, and thus only of interest to those, there, then, who were similarly bound up in internal affairs. But since lives are not lived absent from or innocent of paperwork, so, then, details of the administrating of geography should not be limited to the seldom seen Curriculum Vitae. Like research effort or teaching endeavour, administration can go towards the forming of scholarly communities, lasting professional relationships and the creation of geographical careers. To different degrees, each of the seven subjects here had, at times, to become a political animal, making institutional and corporate contributions, leading or resisting change. Such is the length of some lists of service and wider disciplinary contribution, the wonder is that time was still found to write and research. Yet, write they did, some, like Allan Pred, at a prodigious rate and some, like Pierre George, in voluminous amount. Each subject also commands our attention for their individual importance, here noted in the order in which they appear in the volume.

Alan Ogilvie first came to notice as a physical geographer – a preference that at the beginning stages of his career enabled him to forge impressive scholarly connections in the world of geography and, at later stages, to benefit from the opportunities that personal acquaintance with Albrecht Penck, William Morris Davis and Isaiah Bowman opened up. Ogilvie’s geographical apprenticeship was cosmopolitan, his studies taking him to North America and Europe, with the most extended spells spent in Germany and France. Military service in the First World War put his cartographic expertise to use in theatres of war in Greece and Turkey, in turn sparking a longer research interest in the Eastern Mediterranean. The geopolitics of world affairs having intruded on his studies, they were also to shape them. Following the Armistice, he was among the British delegation at the Paris Peace Conference. Soon after, a posting to New York had him work for the American Geographical Society (in association with Bowman). Ogilvie’s settled times were spent at the University of Edinburgh, where, variously, he gained international recognition as a distinguished regional geographer with further interests in development and planning, contributed widely to the development of the Department of Geography and administrated tirelessly on behalf of the Geography section of the British Association for the Advancement of Science, and the Royal Scottish Geographical Society.

Like Ogilvie, Pierre George and Philippe Pinchemel were practitioners of the regional tradition – disciplinary unitarians who viewed geography as an exercise in synthesis where people and physical setting are to be understood in tandem – though each would give to the French school a distinctive twist. Both George and Pinchemel were students at the University of Paris (Sorbonne), as, indeed, was Ogilvie for a period following his undergraduate degree at Oxford. Though never undergoing studies contemporaneously, in their mid-twenties, all three had in common a precociousness of talent, already attracting the attention of their geographical seniors. George and Pinchemel both found inspiration in the ideas of André Cholley, Professor at the Sorbonne. Cholley supervised George’s research Master’s studies in 1930, and was still active such as to fire Pinchemel’s geographical imagination in the early 1940s. First as schoolteacher, then as Professor at the Sorbonne, Pierre George was the author, par excellence, of geographical textbooks for high school and university students in the Francophone world. A gifted and effective generalist, who deployed Marxist analytics to understand matters of social and economic structure, George was also an acknowledged expert on the geography of the USSR and in population studies. He held a membership of the
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