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The Apostle of Faith, Smith Wigglesworth, gave the following prophetic word years ago: 

During the next few decades, there will be three distinct moves of the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ. The first move will affect every church that is open to receive it and will be characterised by a restoration of the baptism and gifts of the Holy Spirit. The 1st move of the Spirit ushered in the Charismatic movement – restoring the gifts and the baptism in the Spirit.

The second move of the Holy Spirit will result in people leaving historic churches and planting new churches. The 2nd move saw the emergence of the worldwide House church movement, with nearly half the church splitting away from the traditional ‘historic’ churches to plant new ones. In the duration of each of these moves, the people who are involved will say, ‘This is the great revival.’ But the Lord says, ‘No, neither is this the great revival, but both are steps towards it.’

The third movement of the Holy Ghost will happen when the new church phase is almost dead. There will be evidence in churches, something that has not been seen since the book of Acts: a coming together of those with an emphasis on the WORD of God and those with an emphasis on the moving of the Holy Ghost. When the WORD and the Spirit come together, there will be the greatest movement of the Holy Spirit that any nation, and indeed, the world, has ever seen. This emphasis on the WORD will prepare any saint wanting to become a last days ‘bride of Christ’.

When the WORD and the Spirit (successfully) come together, then the last days revival (and outpouring of God’s Spirit) will begin. It will mark the beginning of a revival that will eclipse anything that has been witnessed even the Wesleyan and the Welsh revivals of former years. The outpouring of God’s Spirit will flow over from the United Kingdom to the mainland of Europe, and from there, will begin a missionary move to the ends of the earth.”

Glory to God! The world has witnessed the Charismatic movement, and we are seeing more and more believers returning to the blueprint of the church in Acts 2, which is house churches. We are definitely at the third phase, where the traditional church is struggling in the wake of false doctrines, New Age thoughts and even pagan practices. As Wigglesworth saw, out of the ashes arises the remnant of God, those who love the Spirit of God, and those who love the Word of God. A true believer cannot merely follow the Spirit of God without being grounded in the Word of God, and just so, you cannot be grounded in the Word without being yielded to the Spirit of God. The third wave is unfolding before our eyes, for the King is coming!

And as it unfolds, as the remnant arises out of the ashes of apostasy, the last great revival will indeed sweep the world. It will be driven by those who follow God in Spirit and truth. Take note, the Charismatic, along with the house church movements, were a precursor to God restoring the Bride in God’s glory and presence. And this has happened, and so God’s plan shall be fulfilled. House churches follow the blueprint of the Book of Acts, where all believers are active, mobilised and called to fulfil the Great Commission. God is restoring the true Church in the earth, along with the original blueprint of discipleship. Praise the Lord!

Yes, the Bride of the Lord shall know the Spirit. The Bride shall know the Word. The Bride shall know what it means to be the Church. The Bride as God has ordained is spiritually strong, for it is a mighty army that defies the tyranny of the devil and the Babylonian religious, philosophical, and financial systems. Those who seek the Lord in this hour before the Lord comes, shall know the Spirit as intended, will know the ancient Truth by the Word as settled in heaven, and yes, the Bride will no longer seek religion, but fellowship, intimacy and the true path of the Lord.

In John 4:23–24, Jesus says: “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

To worship in spirit means our worship flows from the inner person, not just outward actions or rituals. It is heart-to-heart worship. It comes from a relationship, not mere religion. It is empowered by the Holy Spirit, not human effort. God is spirit, so worship must connect our spirit to His. Zechariah 4:6 says, “So he said to me, 'This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty.” It has always been God’s intent for His Bride to be led by the Spirit of God. This means a Faith of sincerity, passion, adoration, love—not going through the motions of singing or praying while the heart is somewhere else. True worship involves your whole heart.

To worship (therefore, to follow and serve the Lord) in truth means worship that is grounded in who God really is (not our own ideas of Him), rooted in the truth of Scripture, and centered on Jesus, who said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). Truth keeps worship from becoming emotionalism without substance. True worship aligns with the Word of God and the character of God.  

Spirit is about the right heart and posture. Truth is about the right understanding and foundation. Worship in Spirit without truth becomes empty zeal. Worship in truth without spirit becomes dry religion. True worship blends both. Singing songs with passion but with wrong theology is spirit without truth. Reciting prayers perfectly but without love or sincerity is truth without spirit. God desires worship that is real, authentic, inward, and biblical. To worship God in Spirit and truth means worship that comes from a sincere heart and is aligned with His Word. It is worship based on reality, not ritual—relationship, not religion. 

The Charismatic Movement brought the church back to the reality and the ministry of the Holy Spirit. But over time, the church has once again become disconnected with the Spirit of God. The church still embraces the supernatural, but it has flowed more into spiritualism. We flirt with mysticism not grounded in the Word of God, humanism, and all other strange doctrines like universalism. The church even denies the reality of the Trinity! The church has also become disconnected with the Word, and for this reason, there has been a proliferation of false doctrines.

God is in the process of restoring the balance between Spirit and Word (truth). This is why He is calling the Church back the Upper Room (as in the days of Acts 2). The Upper Room speaks of a life yielded and submitted to the Holy Spirit. It speaks of consecration, and being Spirit-filled in the pursuit of the Great Commission. At the same time, He is also calling the Bride to be grounded and to know Scriptures, and to His truth. The church has either become overly spiritual because we have become detached from God’s Truth, or we have become overly intellectual or even religious because we have become detached from the Spirit of God. Yet those who allow themselves to be refined by God’s fire, shall walk again by God’s Spirit and truth. God will use them mightily to lead the charge in the end-time revival!

God is jealous over His Word. Matthew 7:6 says, “Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet and turn and tear you to pieces." In Bible times, pearls were extremely valuable, and pigs (swine) were considered unclean animals. The image Jesus uses is powerful: if you throw precious pearls to pigs, the pigs won’t recognize their worth. They can’t eat pearls, so they will trample them in the mud and then may turn on you aggressively. God’s Word is like a pearl. It is more valuable than anything else in this world. It contains all the wisdom and knowledge required for eternal living. It surpasses the efforts of every philosopher or scholar. So we must not waste our time giving wisdom, effort, love, or valuable insights based on the Word to people who are not willing to listen or appreciate it. 

Yet we fail to consider God’s jealousy over His Word. We trample upon it. We abuse it. We distort it. We twist it for our gain and profit. God’s Word is sacred. It is holy and pure. We tamper with it at our expense, and in doing so, we mock God. We defy Him when we defy His Word. John 1 says, “1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.” The Word is embodied in Christ. Our Lord is the living Word. As Logos and Rhema, we are called to live in the holiness, power and liberty of God’s eternal Word which has always existed and will never fade or cease to be of value.

Do you know there is a difference between true north and magnetic north? True north is the fixed point on the globe. Magnetic north is the direction that a compass needle points to as it aligns with the Earth’s magnetic field. Therefore, the magnetic North Pole shifts and changes over time in response to changes in the Earth’s magnetic core. It is not a fixed point. True north, on the other hand, is a geographical direction represented on maps and globes by lines of longitude. Each line of longitude begins and ends at the Earth's poles and represents direct north and south travel. Compasses, on the other hand, direct you to magnetic north that continually shifts location based on the activity of Earth's magnetic fields. And since Earth's magnet isn't perfectly aligned with the geographical poles, there is a difference between the true north on a map and the north indicated by your compass. That difference is called the magnetic declination.

The Bible is our True North when it comes to the truth of all things. It is constant in its declaration of what is right and wrong. It is constant in its declaration of what is wise and what foolishness is. It is the fixed point in the declaration of God’s will, His ways, and His purposes. The Bible in such declarations does not vary. In a world that is constantly questioning what truth is and what is right and wrong, the Bible emphatically, unreservedly, and unapologetically answers those questions. It speaks of God’s holiness, of purity, and of His Kingdom. The Bible will never vary in opinion, but it is the constant and fixed point that guides every believer. We, therefore, determine our steps and our path according to the True North of the Bible.

Just as the magnetic field determines magnetic north, the narratives of the world act like magnetic fields, constantly shifting, realigning and changing what truth is. What is acceptable one year is suddenly taboo the next year. What is right suddenly becomes wrong, and what has always been wrong suddenly becomes right. This is the world we live in. Opinions and ideas constantly change the narratives and determine norms, values, and morals. This is because more than ever, the world has embraced moral relativism, which means every person now determines according to them what is wrong and right. And you will find those lines are terribly blurred. To be honest, nothing is right anymore, and nothing is wrong according to the world. All things are acceptable, even deplorable, in the eyes of God. If we are trying to find truth in such a circus of dark thoughts and carnal delights, we will surely go astray like an explorer travelling towards the magnetic north. We remain on the true path of God if we seek True North, and only the Bible offers such guidance and direction so that we do not go astray or get lost.

It reminds me of how the Star of Bethlehem, also called the Christmas Star, as a fixed point, let the Magi know that Jesus was born. It later helped them go to Bethlehem. Just so, the Bible is our fixed star that leads us to Christ, and to His beauty, reality, truth and majesty.  

Without getting too complicated, in mathematics and in science, we deal with vectors. A vector is an object that has both a magnitude and a direction. Let us take a plane that is heading due north at an airspeed of 700 km/h. So the vector points to a certain direction and the magnitude of the distance. Now, what will happen if there is a wind (which is another vector) blowing from the northeast at 60 km/h? What you will find is that the plane will eventually go off course, due to the velocity of the wind, if the impact of the wind is not taken into account by the pilot.

Mathematics also proves that if such a plane goes off course several degrees following take-off due to the direction and velocity of the wind, then if not corrected by the end of its destination, it will eventually end up way off course. Thus, if it veers off course by several degrees at the start of the journey, such an error in direction, let us say, would grow from two degrees to 20 degrees. If something goes off course and continues along the wrong path without correction by taking into account vectors (thus factors) such as the wind velocity, then it will eventually land much further away from its original route and its original destination.

The day we are saved by God, then God corrects our path and He realigns us to pursue His True North, thus His Kingdom. To remain on course, we need the Bible to keep flying True North. In this world right now, there are tumultuous winds of propaganda, doctrines, ideologies and thoughts blowing. And we are talking about devious, secular and carnal thoughts and ideas. They act as a vector to push us off course and to sweep us away so that we do not follow the true path of God. We are not careful, we are no longer travelling True North, and so end up lost in the storms of deceptions, apostasy, and spiritual darkness.

Like the pilot in the plane, if we do not take these winds into account and do everything we can to stay on the right path, then we will be blown off course. And like the plane, if we continue to be blown by these winds and do not correct our ‘flight plan’, we will continue to drift further and further away from God’s ways, from His Truth and from His Kingdom. Eventually, we drift deeper into the dark, into deception and into apostasy. And the way we keep course is by sticking to the Bible, but then we must not also question it!

As with a vector in mathematics, in the beginning, it may feel like we have gone only slightly astray by heeding and embracing a false doctrine, a thought or an idea, but with time, the more we listen to these ideas and if we fail to take action to remain on the right path, the further the velocity of such deception will push us away from God’s light, His beauty, holiness and majesty. This is what happens when we dismiss God’s Word more and more. And so it says in “Hebrews 12:1: Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.” Yes, in the storms we face, we need to remain on the right path! We need to wrestle and resist the devil, and we need to abide in the Lord (John 15) so that we may abide in the truth and stay true to the Kingdom. We need to stick to the Bible, for it is the Word of God that leads us to True North!

Ephesians 2 says: “1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.” Yes, once all of us walked the course of this world, which is one of darkness, of depravity, of carnality, of the flesh and of wickedness. But God has set us on the right course, which is to follow Jesus, who is the Way, Truth and Life. Jesus is the True North of our delight, and in the True North we find our peace, hope and joy.

Paul said in 2 Timothy 4:7 that he has “fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” We must also continue to fight the good fight, no matter the tribulation, the turbulence and the ferocity of the ‘winds’. For daily, we shall be bombarded by winds of teachings and sayings and suggestions that contradict the Lord’s Way and Truth, so we need to remain standing and we need to remain true to God’s path.

Paul also wrote in “1 Corinthians 9: 24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 26 Therefore, I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.” We need to continue praying. Reading the Word. Abiding in Him. Listening and obeying to complete the path set before us, and to remain on course. Thus it says in “Psalm 119: Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.”

It also says in “Galatians 5: 16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.”

Yes, we must walk in the Spirit, and we must be grounded in the Word of God to remain on course and to guard against the devious ‘winds’ that howl and rage. We are reminded of “Matthew 7: 24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” 28 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching, 29 for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.”  If we want to survive the storms and the ‘winds’ of peril that rage like a tempest, we need to remain on the Rock of Jesus, for Jesus is our True North.

Let us be reminded that the written Word is a map that leads us to the living Word - Jesus. Or as Jesus himself put it, “all Scripture testifies of me” (John 5:39. The Bible is not the destination; it’s a compass that points to Christ, heaven’s true North.  The Bible remains the story of a person’s life. The meaning of Christianity does not come from allegiance to complex theological doctrines, but a passionate love for a way of living in the world that revolves around following Jesus. And we follow Jesus and remain on the True North path as we delight ourselves in the Word that comes alive in the splendour of God’s grace and glory

Mankind, after all, stands at a most critical time. I hear a deserted bell tone over a deserted field. It is a hollow sound, eerie, almost foreboding. It is the bell that one hears in the wake of death or at that very moment of impending doom and danger. It is the toll that brings a chill to one’s bones. It sends a shiver up your spine. For when that forlorn watchman on a fortress wall hears that bell through misty currents, it is like a death-grip unto the soul, it is like that siren that calls one’s home to the River Styx, and it is that moment when one feels as if the Grim Reaper has risen to shake one's hand.

For many men have heard this bell toll throughout the decades, be it at the moment of battle, be it in the moment of rhetoric, be it in the face of dragons and demons, or it may simply be in the moment of coming to realise the depths of one’s corruption. History is the convolution of defining moments, where men of valour and men of cowardice have had to face that bell, ringing forth true and eerie into the night as the Grim Reaper once again lays down his cards to play another round. 

For this is true of men who have stood on the bough of a ship, facing storms and raging cannon fire, this has been true of men on castle ramparts, this has been true in the halls of universities, in the chamber of scientists and in the empty rooms of nobility. The bell that tones are that call for man to make a decision, to fight for something he believes in, to defend something he cherishes, to die for hope, to yearn for a new dawn, to ache for a revolution, to quake for awakening and to cry for a new birth. 

For in every moment and in every space and time of this world and throughout all ages of love and bloodshed, the bell has tolled and men have made decisions. For those decisions, for those moments of choice, people and land and kingdoms and empires have been crushed, reborn, galvanized and have been dismembered. Napoleon heard the bell tone at Waterloo when he saw the Persian army arrive out of the smoked-filled atmosphere of chaos and death. Hitler heard that bell tone when he ordered young men to invade Poland. Historical moments. Key moments. Defining moments when men of science or faith or courage embraced the demons and dragons and embraced that cold chill in their hearts.

Martin Luther realized his destiny and fate when he stood in front of the Wittenberg Chapel, his hands surely trembling at the anticipation of nailing his accusations against the Church on the wooden door. For when he stood in front of that door he must surely have known that he would spark the reformation and change the course of history for all time. He, Martin Luther, must have heard the bell tone over that deserted field. It was a moment of intolerable decision that weighed like a fallen star on his shoulders. Yet he heard the bell and despite the chill in his bones, he nailed his challenges to that door and the very essence of the Renaissance and the Enlightenment changed. For whom the bell tolls - a moment for a man and a nation to decide. 

That bell is the alarm in the night, the screech in our consciousness, the call to reflect and the moment of change. Many men have changed history, and the very fabric of society, politics, beliefs and progress. Some of these changes have been influential, some insignificant, some monstrous, and some have been a stone in the pond that has caused ripples upon ripples. Whatever the change or whatever the stone or ripple, society and man in his individuality have often been faced with startling developments that change his very beliefs and his very state of being. For those who have initiated these changes, that bell has tolled, but yet for those who have been influenced by its sheer force and gravity, there is also the bell that tones. For those nations and individuals who have felt the wind of change like tendrils upon their naked souls, for them that bell rings over the field, echoing a warning of the impact of such change, always acting as a siren of what man can lose in the progress or the sacrifice that the “wisdom” of man demands. 

For just as Doctor Frankenstein called his monster to life, at that moment when he heeded the bell yet still pulled the switch, at that moment the choice brought a sacrifice and a demand. It impacted the very village. The doctor’s cry for life echoed like a bell, yet sparked the death of a monster at the hands of the villagers. Many decisions, inventions, works and philosophies have shaped, moulded and created this post-modern world. What the price has been or the sacrifice or demand can surely not be counted, or can it among the dead and the blood spilt and the tears wasted and the wails of anguish? Some say all has been done in the name of progress or emancipation or the striving for a better tomorrow or even greater enlightenment for mankind.  

Science and that lady in black called progress have surely not yet provided any true answer. For science remains a mystery on its own, for as much as it wills to disprove something, so often it only proves it. Yet here, in this time and space of shifting thought and the continuous new struggles for emancipation, over that deserted field, that bell rings once again, so loud and so true, so eerie and mystical. It surely must send a chill down our spine and must leave us cold like the warrior waiting on the battlefield, hearing the drum echo of the enemy. What then is this bell that calls us to wake up or calls us to a state of reflection? It is the bell that echoes the alarming truth that mankind has lost its true faith. A faith buried, tortured and left in the dungeon. 

For it has become a sad state of affairs that in that moment of time when mankind is working so actively and so diligently not to seek their hope in divinity but rather to continue their quest to seek their hope in themselves. This quest is not only one of a secular nature, but it is a quest that even the “church” of this world has propagated. It is a sad day that every effort and all energy are spent proving that the true divine presence of the Creator and His Son Jesus is but a fallacy. 

Therefore, after hundreds of years since the Renaissance, it seems that man has finally come to that point where he would believe more in his own mastery, and therefore bound himself in chains of fear than place their trust and faith in God. Do we not hear the bell across the deserted field, for in this pivotal moment man can yet turn from his way and seek the truth?

Science is truly that two-faced Roman god, Janus, for in its effort it both advances and destroys the truth and the prospect of divinity. Science has achieved a colossal amount in actually proving God and His existence, even though that has never been science’s clear motive. Science in its primitive state seeks to clarify and to explain, but in the process, it seeks to clarify and explain things beyond the realms of divinity. So all things divine and supernatural are placed under the proverbial magnifying glass of humanity’s scrutiny, as it is analysed and deductions are made. It is indeed a sad state of affairs when mankind rather wants to prove that something is not divine or supernatural but rather seeks to make an effort to prove that there is a natural explanation.

Religious groups, sects, scholars and humanists have added their effort and energy to prove “beyond doubt” that indeed Jesus and all that He taught was but a remodelling or a remodified version of previous pagan forms of religion. This campaign and this effort are certainly not on a small scale or even taken lightly. It is a massive drive to prove that divinity does not exist and that “God is truly dead” and that “religion is but the opium of the masses.” This argument is not something we can hide from or dismiss by merely mumbling that “according to the Bible so and so”. We live in a time and age when ignorance no longer prevails and mass communication has opened the floodgates for questions and deeper analysis. 

Do we not realise that in bookstores and on the internet and around tables the “religion of Christ” has come under the cosh? They would explain the similarity of religions. There have also been numerous other movements and studies throughout the time that have been deemed to prove that Jesus was but a man and His teachings were copies or sayings of wisdom. The bell is tolling. Shall we listen? The evidence seems to be damming up. Scholars are coming out of the woodwork claiming that man is his own master, and in churches, the truth has become distorted. 

Do we know any longer what the truth is? It remains a scary day when man would rather believe in proof that divinity doesn’t exist or even pagan scholars that all religions are but a copy. It remains disturbing that mankind has opted for a pluralistic approach to truth, be it moral or civil, and has embraced moral relativism. Mankind is no longer governed by anything universal for it has chosen to seek its own future and its own kind of truth.

We truly stand at a pivotal point in time. A time of reckoning. We can choose to become extremely non-spiritual and even dismiss any prophetic word of declaration from the Lord, but even in our natural state, it is still evident that mankind has reached a definite crossroads. These crossroads are clear and distinct, like a lighthouse beckoning a ship home. Here at the crossroads, paths split, between that of the ancient path of the Lord and the other, the ever-changing, unfolding, altering path of a secular world bent on seeking hope beyond divinity. The line has been drawn in the sand and the question that arises is simple: what shall we believe and whom shall we believe? God or man? 

It is a simple choice but a choice that has become pluralistic in its own nature. We want to choose man’s way and God’s way. Here is where we have stumbled. History has proven how we have followed hard after the ways and wiles of man, for it has influenced religions, ways of living and the make-up of modern-day societies and their functionality according to moral and ethical beliefs. In an age of no more absolutes and where absolutes are denied, here and now lies the ultimate choice: do we still believe in a world of non-absolutes that shapes our destiny, or do we believe in a God whose ancient ways have always and will always be absolute? Where do we stand? It is a pivotal time in history.

The Book of Revelation, however, one may wish to interpret or read it, talks about the lukewarmness of the followers of Christ in the last days. We cannot choose God and the world. We cannot choose to live in a state of being that is ruled by His absolutes, yet try to compromise by living according to the guidelines of a non-absolute post-modern society. These are the days of choosing. These are the days of finally making a stand, for God or man. These are the days of either choosing to go up the mountain and learn from God or to keep learning from man. Now is the time to reconnect with the Spirit of God, and with His Word. For Jesus overcame the devil by standing on the Word of God. Jesus is the Word (John 1, 1 John 1), so a return to the Word is a return to Jesus.

Galatians 16: 4 says, “Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?” Paul, in his letters to the Galatians, makes a remarkable statement: that some have made him an enemy because he was speaking the truth! The reality is that there has been much division in the church over the last several hundred years, but such division has never been the work or the action of those who have earnestly loved and sought the Lord. After all, the Word is clear that we need to be peacekeepers and there must be found no division among us (1 Corinthians 1:10). So, where does such strife and conflict come from within the church? 

The truth is, it comes from those who do not love the truth of God. In the days of Paul, we know many resisted him for sharing the true Gospel of the Kingdom. And just so we find a lot of resistance to the true Gospel that sets us free (Matthew 8:32). As the Church, we have many enemies in the world, and the devil is the greatest resister and oppressor. But we must equally be wise and discerning to know we live in perilous times where not everyone in the church actually loves the unadulterated (not mixed or diluted with any different or extra elements; complete and absolute) truth of God. For this reason, we sit with a church of so many denominations, and we are confronted with so many false doctrines and teachings.

Martin Luther once said: “Peace if possible; truth at all costs." He also said the gospel cannot be truly preached without offence and tumult. He will know the cost one has to pay to stand for the truth. Luther appeared before the Diet of Worms on April 17, 1521. The Diet of Worms was a meeting of the Diet (assembly) of the Holy Roman Empire held at Worms, Germany, made famous by Martin Luther’s appearance before it to respond to charges of heresy. Because of the confused political and religious situation of the time, Luther was called before the political authorities rather than before the pope or a council of the Roman Catholic Church. In June 1520, Pope Leo X condemned 41 of Luther’s Ninety-five Theses, but he also gave Luther time to recant. 

Luther was informed that he had been called to the meeting to acknowledge as his own the books that had been published in his name and to repudiate them. He briefly acknowledged the books but requested time to ponder his second answer, which was granted. The following day, Luther admitted that he had used inappropriate language but declared that he could not and would not recant the substance of his writings. He refused to repudiate his works unless convinced of error by Scripture or by reason. Otherwise, he stated, his conscience was bound by the Word of God. According to a traditional but apocryphal account, he ended his statement with the words, “Here I stand. I can do no other. God help me. Amen.” In response, Luther publicly burned the papal bull and refused to renounce his propositions.

We can never compromise when it comes to the truth of God. If we do, we are in rebellion against God, who is the Truth. We can seek to uphold peace and unity at the expense of the truth. The Reformation was a time when those within the Catholic Church stood for the truth. They may have caused division, but their loyalty was with God, not man. Sadly these days it seems we are willing to seek unity and peace at all costs, instead of seeking truth at all costs. Jesus said, as disciples, we must follow Him and deny ourselves. This calls for us to follow the truth and deny our opinions and error-strewn thoughts.

Jan Hus, another one of the great Reformers, said the following: “Therefore, faithful Christian, seek the truth, listen to the truth, learn the truth, love the truth, tell the truth, learn the truth, defend the truth even to death.” It is all about the truth, but there is a cost to seeking such truth. It might cause division and strife, but those who will be offended will be those who are in rebellion against God’s truth. John Knox, a Scottish minister and a leader of the country's Reformation, said: "O Lord Eternal, move and govern my tongue to speak the truth." It is indeed all about God’s truth and nothing else. He also said, "The Scriptures of God are my only foundation and substance in all matters of weight and importance."

If we say we abide in the Lord, then we must abide in the truth. And the truth is important, for the truth of God sets us free (John 8:32). Anything else except God’s truth enslaves and disempowers. After all, the pretender to the throne is also known as the father of lies. The devil educed Adam and Eve with his deception. If we are not rooted in God’s truth to govern our lives morally and spiritually, we shall be swept away by the destructive lies of this world.

In 2 Thessalonians 2, we read: “9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”

And also “2 Timothy 4: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”

2 Thessalonians 2 connects with Romans 1, which speaks of the wrath of God against those who ultimately love not Him or His truth: “28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 [o]undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.”

Romans 1 reminds me of Galatians 5, which speaks of the works of the flesh. The sad reality is that there are those in the church who still walk more by the flesh and the spirit (contrary to Paul’s urging in Romans 8). And when you walk by the flesh, the world becomes your focus and your love. The sad reality is that many in the church have forsaken the truth of God, which is not something new but evident when we look at church history. This is because they love their truth or the truth of the world above the truth of God. Romans 1 says they have been given over to a debased mind. The word ‘debased’ speaks of ‘reduced in quality or value.’ Thus, those who love not God’s truth value not God’s Kingdom, or the quality of His Word or the quality of His Presence. They become consumed with this world and are caught up in their deceptions and lies. This results in a life not led by the Spirit, but by the works of the flesh.

Only when we truly abide in God shall we seek the path of holiness, and of loving His Truth. And to love His Truth is to keep the unity and to walk in true love as described in 1 Corinthians 13. We are also reminded of “James 3: 14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.” We need to seek God’s wisdom, and a path of humility and self-examination to remain in the truth and to love the truth.

James 1 says, “5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.” How we need true wisdom in this world, but not the wisdom proposed by such gurus and enlightened beings! Such masters and gurus who have embarked on their path of destruction remind of “Romans 1:21: For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.”

So many in the church and the world are led astray by false ideas and thoughts. It reminds me of the Pied Piper of Hamelin story. The legend dates back to the Middle Ages, the earliest references describing a piper, dressed in multi-coloured ("pied") clothing, who was a rat-catcher hired by the town to lure rats away with his magic pipe. When the citizens refuse to pay for this service as promised, he retaliates by using his instrument's magical power on their children, leading them away as he had led the rats.  This version of the story spread as folklore. Similarly, the gurus of this world are leading people also astray, enchanting and bewitching through their mystical songs and seductive teachings and suggestions of a better self and tomorrow.

Daily, the world follows the sad and demonic whispers of gurus that promise a new light to lead them home. They are enchanted by the Pied Piper’s song of the Age of Aquarius, of a new tomorrow and the dawn of spiritual mastery. And in the dancing and the cheering, the masses are led further away from Jesus. Sadly, there are even those in churches who have turned their ears away from the voice of Jesus and the truth, for they would rather follow the eerie echoes of self-glorification and enlightenment.

It is also reminiscent of the story of the Sirens, who in Greek mythology were dangerous creatures who lured nearby sailors with their enchanting music and singing voices to shipwreck on the rocky coast of their island. Indeed, such as the ways of such gurus. They are leading people to shipwreck their faith, their hope and belief in a true, everlasting and living God!

Believers are surrounded by constant false tough, ideas and teachings to seduce and cause spiritual corruption. Changing the narrative is the buzzword these days. A narrative on a community or broader social level simply reflects a shared interpretation of how the world works, or even what the truth is or even what is of value and worth. So if you talk about a narrative change, you talk about changing the collective story we tell ourselves to support ideas or policymaking or accept certain truths in the world. 

Changing the narrative is synonymous with changing the story, which means either something has happened that changes things or you are making something happen that changes things or you are choosing to focus on something else that happened that changes the story/narrative. It can also basically mean a ‘version’ of a story. A story can have many versions and thus there are many narratives to a story. 

Apart from changing the narrative on a broader level, people are generally looking to change the narrative as it relates to their lives. It means to change the way you look at things, such as life in general, or a particular opinion on a matter. It can mean getting a broader picture of the problem and seeing it from another person’s point of view. You even get narrative counselling or therapy, which is a method of therapy that separates a person from their problem. People are, therefore, encouraged to give their stories meaning, and the stories help shape a person's identity. It is said that narrative therapy allows people not only to find their voice but to use their voice for good, helping them to become experts in their own lives and to live in a way that reflects their goals and values. 

So why talk about narrative and changing it? As mentioned, it has become a buzzword. After all, we live in a world of so many ideas and thoughts. We live in a world of little absolute truth and a world where people value different values. For some, they believe that changing the narrative – the storyline – can evoke a sense of power in that it can reinforce a common value that impacts our sense of reality. Some see it as a potential vehicle to promote and grow public acceptance of the narratives about certain truths, norms and rules that can shape communities. 

You can say the LGBTI+ community has been able to change the narrative to how the world views their story, their ‘truths’, values and norms. Today, in societies and in communities, there is a tremendous push for greater acceptance, support and even equality for the LGBTI+ community. You can see this with the legalisation of same-sex marriages in many countries. The rights of women are also a narrative, for it is a story where women had little say in the affairs of society in general. Still, today, women are trying to change this narrative by relating their stories, despite continuing resistance in some parts of the world. Women and the LGBTI+ community hope that the world will hear their stories of struggle so that their stories may change for the good. 

While it is understandable that the world and society, in general, seek to change the narrative, such as the storyline regarding global warming and the destruction of the planet, it becomes a bit of a problem when it starts to surface in the church. You see, the Bible is not just a story – it is God’s story. It is not a story that is meant to be changed or altered. It is the very Word of God and has been God-breathed (2 Timothy 3:16-17). The Bible is not merely a tale of fiction. It is the Truth, alive and real. And when it comes to God and His Kingdom, there is no changing the narrative. We cannot adapt or manipulate the Bible to change our narrative, to fit into a worldly narrative or to align to a narrative as pushed by society, a group or a community. This has been happening in churches where some have accepted same-sex marriages, and abortions, and embraced the values, ideals and rights of the LGBTI+ community.

As believers, we must always rather try to conform to God‘s Word and not tamper with God’s Word to fit into the changing and evolving storylines and opinions of this world. We can clearly see how the church is allowing the narratives of the world to impact its beliefs, behaviour, conduct and speech. Even worse, many believers are allowing their narratives to be influenced by worldly narratives, instead of allowing God’s eternal and consistent narrative to determine their spiritual walk and moral fortitude.

Romans 12:2 says clearly, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 1 John 2 says, “15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.” We must only seek the will of God, which remains eternal and true. 

As we seek His will, we seek His way and in His way is the true story of redemption, restoration, hope and salvation. Jesus is the Way, Truths and Life. That is the narrative that upholds all mankind if we rebel against it. All other narratives that seek to undermine or challenge the truth of God are but fables and born out of pride and carnal imaginations. May we remain true to God’s story, therefore, His Word and may we seek to abide in His narrative for our lives as spoken by the King of kings and the Lord of lords

2 Timothy 3 and 2 Peter 2 expound on the perilous days of deception and self-gratification in the church. It is a reality that was revealed by the apostles. Still today, many who hold onto the truth face massive resistance and have become an enemy within the church! Such people who love the truth will resist the New Age teachings, and all the lies and deceptions and false doctrines and gospels taught in the church. They resist the false prophecies and man-made agendas and traditions that only divide and cause strife. Yet they are so often branded as rebels and yes, have become an enemy!

This is of course shocking, for we are called to uphold God’s Truth, thus the teachings of the apostles (Acts 2), no matter what. We read in “2 Timothy 2: 23 But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife. 24 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, 25 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth.” In all that we must do in Church is not make enemies of each other, but we must stand together in united love for the truth.  We must constantly edify and encourage each other, admonishing in love and truth, for as the church, we are called to follow God’s truth and no other truth. Only in His truth is there hope and blessings. In His truth are salvation and redemption. So we need to be wise and pure of heart, yet passionate about the Truth until it burns like a fire in our bones!

Jesus is the truth, so to love God’s Truth is to love Jesus. If we reject His truth, we reject Christ. Becoming an enemy for the sake of the truth was very evident in the days of the Reformation, and so one of the great reformers Jan Hus wrote: Therefore, faithful Christian, seek the truth, hear the truth, learn the truth, love the truth, speak the truth, adhere to the truth, defend the truth even till death; for the truth will make you free from sin, the devil, the death... My dearest, live according to the discerned truth which prevails over everything and is powerful forever.

To what extent are we still willing to stand for the truth? Are we willing to become even an enemy to some in the church, even though we obey God? Are we willing to keep preaching and teaching the truth in love and patience in the hope that some might, through repentance, find their way back to the truth? For the Holy Spirit was poured out to lead us in all truth (John 16). We must guard the truth in our hearts, for the enemy lurks and prowls seeking to destroy and devour such truth. We must stand guard over it until the truth consumes us like a consuming fire. For we are consumed by the truth, there is no room for lies or deceptions that corrupt!

If we preach not the Truth of God, we preach and teach something that is completely powerless, of no worth, or substance or value. For this reason, the church is struggling to make an impact in this world, for we are in danger of submitting more and more to the spirit of the age and the spirit of error. Have we not loved our truth above the truth of God? Are we not willing to be led in strife and anger to defend such selfish truth? This is the wisdom from below and it is a wisdom of lies. Yet as the Bride of God we are called to uphold the unity of the Body of Christ, and we do so by upholding the Truth, defending it and proclaiming it even unto death.

There are few one-liners more memorable than Jack Nicholson's “You can't handle the truth!” from the 1992 military courtroom drama A Few Good Men. Remember the movie? Well, two Marines have been accused of murdering a colleague. Following a trial, it emerged they were ordered to do so as part of a Code Red, which refers to hazing  (an activity that humiliates, degrades, abuses, or endangers someone regardless of a person's willingness to participate) a Marine. Nicholson played the role of Colonel Nathan Jessup, who was the one who order the Code Red that led to the death of the marine.

That one-liner has always stuck with me because I often wonder if the church also cannot handle the truth. Why else would the church constantly rebel against God’s Word, His will and truth for at least 1700 years? Partly, it has to do with a lack of yielding and submitting to the Spirit of God who leads us in all truth. Partly also because of our stubborn nature as human beings, because of our carnality and selfish pride.

Psalm 145 says, “17 The Lord is righteous in all His ways, gracious in all His works. 18 The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth. 19 He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He also will hear their cry and save them. 20 The Lord preserves all who love Him, but all the wicked He will destroy. 21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord, and all flesh shall bless His holy name forever and ever.” If we truly love the Lord, then we shall love His truth and uphold it. If we truly love His truth, we shall prosper, and it shall go well with us.

2 Timothy 4 warns us that people will turn away from the truth. And this is not the truth of man or any denomination, but the truth of God. And such truth bends for no one. It cannot be compromised, manipulated or distorted for own gain. Oh yes, we have certainly tried to do so a long time, but God’s truth remains, and if we are not yielded and submitted to it, then we are in rebellion.

In Matthew 27, Pontius Pilate faces Jesus and we read, “11 Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.” 12 And while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He answered nothing.” Pilate was facing The Truth and the Word that became flesh! Yet Jesus said nothing to the chief priests and elders because they could not handle such a truth. They were rebellious in nature, and their eyes were spiritually closed to the truth as presented by Jesus.

There is a Scripture in Mark 8 that reads: “27 Now Jesus and His disciples went out to the towns of Caesarea Philippi; and on the road He asked His disciples, saying to them, “Who do men say that I am?” 28 So they answered, “John the Baptist; but some say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 29 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered and said to Him, “You are the Christ.” This is a question I strongly believe the Lord is asking us all in this day and in this hour. To us and to you, who is He? Because if He is truly our King and Lord, we shall yield to such truth and the truth of His Kingdom. If we, however, rebel against it, how can He be our true Lord?

It is time we must really decide if we wish to walk in God’s truth or not. It reminds me of a vision God showed me in 2012. The Lord showed a garbage truck parked in front of a church. There were a whole lot of garbage bags lying on the pavement. I was then taken to the inside of the Church, where there was a multitude of refuse bags packed along the aisled. You see, it is time for His children to once and for all get rid of all ‘rubbish’, therefore all things that bring no glory to God. It is time to once and for all take out the trash. It is time we get rid of every idol, every old way, every devious practice, every sin, every rebellious habit, and every religious intent and seek the Lord above all rubbish.

Everything that exalts not God, which hinders our relationship with Him, that separates us from walking in holiness in Him, which hinders our spiritual growth, which pollutes and corrupts, needs to be thrown out like trash. It is time. Because there is no more time to play with God. He cannot be mocked, toyed with, bargained with, or be deceived. What we reap we shall sow. If we sow the wind, we reap the whirlwind.

It says in “2 Timothy 2: 20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also [utensils] of wood and earthenware, and some for honorable and noble [use] and some for menial and ignoble [use]. 21 So whoever cleanses himself [from what is ignoble and unclean, who separates himself from contact with contaminating and corrupting influences] will [then himself] be a vessel set apart and useful for honorable and noble purposes, consecrated and profitable to the Master, fit and ready for any good work. 22 Shun youthful lusts and flee from them, and aim at and pursue righteousness (all that is virtuous and good, right living, conformity to the will of God in thought, word, and deed); [and aim at and pursue] faith, love, [and] peace (harmony and concord with others) in fellowship with all [Christians], who call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.”

If a house is full of rubbish, then we will struggle to make room for things pure and clean and holy. If we end up with a house [spiritually referring to us being the temples of God] that is full of rubbish while we are trying to store up God’s treasures, then we end up with a house of noble and ignoble and unclean. This cannot be, for we cannot serve two masters, says the Lord.  Either we will love the Lord and hate all things that are deemed ‘rubbish’, or we will cling to the ‘rubbish’ and thus make an enemy of God. Either we hold onto His truth and we get rid of the lies, or we hold onto the lies and trash God’s truth. We need to choose.

James 4 says, “4 You [are like] unfaithful wives [having illicit love affairs with the world and breaking your marriage vow to God]! Do you not know that being the world’s friend is being God’s enemy? So whoever chooses to be a friend of the world takes his stand as an enemy of God.” Matthew 6 declares, “24 No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will stand by and be devoted to the one and despise and be against the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (deceitful riches, money, possessions, or whatever is trusted in).”

It is time to make room for God. It is time to make room by getting rid of our rubbish and our trash. It is time to get rid of the ignoble and unclean. It is time we get to the altar of the Lord and seek Him.  We can no longer hold onto the world and expect God’s Hand to move in our lives. 

Indeed, there is a worrying trend that one sees these days in Christian bookstores and that one hears from the pulpit. It is one where we have become teachers of our teaching, instead of being teachers of the teachings of the only and true Teacher – Jesus. Just go and look at the books being written or what is being taught. We have strayed beyond the teachings of Jesus to become teachers of our brand of Christianity and of our brand of truth and doctrine. This is called religion (man-based structures and truths), and sadly, religion destroys for God is not in religion but in Truth. Last time I checked, Jesus was the only Teacher whose teachings matter, and we are supposed to be leading people to the teachings of Jesus, and not to our teaching. Remember the Great Commission? “Matthew 28: 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

We are called to teach all mankind what Jesus taught, but these days, all that you see is spiritual leaders becoming famous and rich because they are selling their brand of teaching, therefore becoming not merely teachers, but yes, the Teacher in the eyes of their followers. Jesus is the only Teacher [note, with a capital T}, we are His followers [disciples, lower T] who teach what He taught. 

Why then are we teaching things that Jesus didn’t even teach or talk about? If we are uncertain about our teaching, then we need to listen to the Holy Spirit to guide us in all truth.  As soon as we become the 'Teacher' instead of teachers of the Teacher, then we walk in idolatry and lead people unto idolatry instead of unto the way of the Lord. Jesus said the following to the spiritual leaders of Jerusalem in “Matthew 23:3-9 New King James Version: 6 They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, 7 greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called by men, ‘Rabbi, Rabbi.’ 8 But you, do not be called ‘Rabbi’; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren. 9 Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven.”

Jesus reprimanded the spiritual leaders for they were advocating and punting a teaching contrary to the teaching of Jesus, and they loved the fact that people regarded them in high esteem as being teachers of their so-called truth. Let us get one thing straight – the Lord is the Head of the Church, and His teaching is what we should be teaching and supporting. It is idolatry, arrogance and pride when we lead people astray to become teachers of our truth, for then we are no longer followers of Jesus, but become demi-gods seeking our following. Lord, help us to get back to the foundation of it all – Jesus. Help us to again focus on what is important – Jesus. Help us to preach what our Lord taught, for He is the Master, the Way, the Truth and Life. He is God, we are but man. 

Psalm 33:4 says, “For the word of the LORD is right; and all his works are done in truth.” If we truly want to follow the Lord, we need to love His truth. It is that simple. When it comes to our spiritual armour, consider the belt of truth. The belt keeps the entire armour together and keeps the armour in place. The belt is also of such a nature that it protects the mid-drift area. Paul likened Truth to the belt, because without God’s Truth and standing upon God’s Truth, how can we then properly function as servants of the Lord? Without His Truth, we will remain unsure of our salvation, we will fail to walk in righteousness, we will fail to properly bring the Gospel to a broken world, and without Truth, we will struggle to walk in faith and truth. The Holy Spirit was poured out to lead us in all TRUTH (John 16), and this is why we need to be reborn in the Spirit (John 3). 

If we are not being led by the Spirit, and if we are not submitted to the Spirit, how can we walk in the Truth that sets us free? Satan is the great liar, and his power rests in his deception. He deceived Adam and Eve and will continue to deceive the world to bring us to a place of spiritual corruption, darkness, bondage and uncertainty. By the Blood of Jesus, he has been disarmed, but he will keep on attacking the believer through deception. If we fall for his lies and tricks, we give him once again a legal foothold to operate in our lives. To walk in God’s Truth, to adhere to God’s Truth, to fight in Truth, to preach Truth, to stand upon God’s Truth and to abide in Truth is what counters the devil’s schemes, ploys and tricks. The world is in chaos, steeped in spiritual darkness, for it has chosen to dismiss God’s Truth and has embraced the lies of the devil. Romans 1 makes it clear what happens when we choose to believe in deception instead of submitting to the Truth of God [note, not the truth of man]. The Church has been on the front line of the devil’s attacks, and sadly, these days, there are a lot of doctrines being punted and promoted within the Church which is contrary to the Truth of God. 

Such issues, for example, touch on the divinity of Jesus, same-sex marriages, and sin. What the Lord has shown is that the belt of truth regarding the Church is HANGING VERY LOOSE, meaning the Church is struggling to walk in the complete Truth, and this being God’s Truth and not the truth of man. We need to tighten our belt of truth, meaning we need to stop compromising, and we need to stop deluding God’s truth with our brand of interpretations and perspectives. If the belt of truth is thus loose, then the armour in general will be loose and will not be functioning properly, which is not a good sign.

Again, let us thus tighten this belt by submitting to the Truth of God, seeking His Truth, and abiding in His Truth, but we can only do this when we submit to the Holy Spirit and allow ourselves to become less and He becomes all and everything. How we need to be in unity with the Truth of God, for Jesus is the Truth, Way and Life. His Truth and Way will forever stand. It is time to preach and teach again the unadulterated truth of God, for then the power of God will be manifested in people’s lives, spiritual strongholds will crumble, and people will be set free out of their captivity. 

We have thousands of different denominations, with thousands of teachers and preachers sharing their brand of truth. Some of these doctrines may be closer to the Truth than others, but any doctrine which is not 100% in alignment with God is still deception and false. The Truth is constantly twisted, manipulated, exploited and falsely interpreted for the single purpose of ‘selling’ it to a mass audience. We live in a society obsessed with products and the freedom to choose a product. We are inundated with marketing and advertising slogans to promote and sell these products. 

It is the Gospel of ‘so’ and ‘so’ preacher or pastor or teacher. Names of such ‘church leaders’ now appear on Bibles. It is no longer the ministry of Jesus, but the ministry carries the name of the pastor/preacher and teacher. It is about the promotion of the Brand and no longer merely the Name, which is above all names – Jesus. Thus, it is all about the brand and the product that the brand produces. The effectiveness of marketing the ‘Product’ is enhanced when the supposed quality of the Brand is enhanced. 
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