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To Renee, who always wears a flower in her hair, and picks up new plants whenever we’re at a market
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Welcome writers,

So many people say that to be a writer, you need to write every day. This isn’t something I believe. I believe that to be a writer, you need to write. That said, writing every day can be useful as it helps you practice your writing and make progress on whatever you are working on.

One thing that I love to do is play around with writing prompts and see what happens. I get one and write, purely for the joy of writing. Sometimes, these stories turn into something I want to develop into a piece that can be entered in a competition or published, but most of the time, it’s simply fun to write. I can let go of any of my worries that I’m not good enough or that not one will enjoy it because I’m simply in the moment and writing for myself.

This is what the Let’s Write series of books is all about.

Each book contains 31 writing prompts, enough for one a day for a month, with a few extra if you are choosing a month without 31 days. You can also use them at random when you want to write something but don’t know where to start.

Each book has a theme, this one is all about flowers, gardens, and plants, and you can use any of the prompts you like and in any way you like. Have fun with them and be creative.

Once you’ve finished all the prompts in this book, be sure to look out for some of the others in this series or go back and play with them again.

Happy Writing.

Melissa Gijsbers
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Melissa’s Golden Rules of Writing
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1. Have FUN! - creative writing is all about the process. After all, if you’re not having fun, what’s the point?

2. It’s YOUR Story—write your story your way. There is no single way to write a story, so experiment, play, and write whatever comes to mind.

3. Experiment—play with different styles and genre. You never know what you’ll enjoy writing until you try. Plus, you don’t have to limit yourself to just one type of writing.

4. Try something new—if your story isn’t working, try something new. A different point of view, style, genre, or even a new prompt if the one you’re working on isn’t working!

5. Have FUN! - Did I mention have fun? Whether you are writing something silly or serious, creating a story is fun, so enjoy it.

6. Write as long or as short as you like—If you only have a few minutes, then you can write something short. It doesn’t matter if you don’t finish a story or piece of writing in a sitting, or at all.

7. First drafts are meant to be crappy*—this is something many people don’t realise, it’s no issue if your first draft is not perfect. Everything can be fixed up in the editing process.

8. You don’t have to finish—if you’re writing for fun, and you don’t finish your story, that’s okay. You can always come back and finish it another time.

9. Have FUN! - I may have mentioned this before... have fun writing your story, poem, or whatever else you’re writing.


* Crappy = flawed, imperfect, incomplete, not up to scratch, unsatisfactory
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